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Traffic comlng onto the island has [l
reduced dramatically due to the
COVID restrictions for entering Phuket ==

now in force. Photo: PR Phuket
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eputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Commerce Jurin
Laksanawisit has called for

Phuket and Phang Nga to align their
provincial entry requirements so that
tourists may travel freely between
the two provinces.

The idea was delivered at a meet-
ing held last Saturday (May 22) at
the JW Marriott Phuket Resort &
Spa in Mai Khao, attended by 20
representatives of the private sector
from Phuket and Phang Nga.

Among those present for the
meeting were Thanusak Phungdet,
President of the Phuket Chamber of
Commerce, along with Nanthasiri

Ronnasiri, Director of the Tourism
Authority of Thailand Phuket Office
and the President of the Phang Nga
Tourist Business Association.

After the meeting, Mr Jurin made
a statement to the media explaining
that the purpose of his visit was to
meet with officials and private sector
representatives from both Phuket and
Phang Nga “to drive the economy of
the Andaman area”.

“And at the moment there are two
main factors driving the national
economy: agriculture and tourism,
with factors,” he said.

Mr Jurin pointed out that Phuket
and Phang Nga had previously gener-
ated hundreds of billions of baht each
year for the country.

“But the tourism engine is still
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DEPUTY PM .IURIN URGES PHUKET PHANG NGA
COMMON ENTRY RULES TRAVEL BUBBLE

stuck due to the COVID-19 epidemic,
especially regarding foreign tour-
ists. So there was a meeting today
to prepare and implement practical
measures to support the plan to open
for tourism, especially in Phuket on
July 1, this time called Phuket Tour-
ism Sandbox, which will cover the
area of Phang Nga as well,” he said.

The meeting was held “because
there is a need to work together in
ways. Andaman cluster tourists who
will come to Phuket will also go to
Phang Nga,” he explained.

“Now, the key factors that will
enable Phuket to open to foreign tour-
ists on July 1 as the goal depends on
vaccines and other administrations as
well to present to the CCSA [Centre
for COVID Situation Administra-

tion in Bangkok] and the [national]
government are as follows,” he said.

“I. Request that the Phuket vacci-
nation management plan is in accord-
ance with the national plan, namely
Phuket must have 933,174 doses
of vaccination injections provided
to 466,587 people in Phuket, thus
covering 70% of the total population
[of the island]

“2. Ask Phang Nga Province to
quickly adjust the plan to accommo-
date foreign tourists in accordance
with Phuket, according to the Phuket
Tourism Sandbox on July 1, because
the sale of tours or travel plans to for-
eign tourists should be sold together.
Both Phuket and Phang Nga attractions
will help attract more tourists to come
in the form of the Andaman cluster.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

75e

HeadStart

International School, Phuket

>

B @thephuketnews

Your Island —Your Paper

f thephuketnews
» thephuketnewsl
W thephuketnews.com

20 Baht

NEWS

Foreigners may
apply for COVID
jabs from June 7

PAGE 3

LIFE

PAGE 8

Expat discovers
the beauty of
One Phuket

SPORT ract 16

BISP-Cruzeiro
keep academy
alive and kicking

\ﬂﬂ“ e
CREATIVITY

o T
_PASSIUN

N E[LENc

LIVEGi89.5

]

NEWSCSTV



2 PHUKET NEWS

hitketGNews

THEPHUKETNEWS.COM IMFRIDAY, MAY 28, 2021

execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

Tempers flare
over entry rule

| changes > p4
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huket officials on Mon-
Pday (May 24) were

scrambling to douse
panic rising from people re-
ceiving official notices that
their appointment to receive a
vaccination injection through
the government’s mass-vac-
cination campaign had been
cancelled.

Through a live video
broadcast online just after
Tam, Phuket Vice Governor
Piyapong Choowong called
the move a “temporary sus-
pension”.

The key motivation for
the upheaval was that certain
groups had complained to the
Phuket Governor that people
from outside Phuket were reg-
istering through Phuket Must
Win [www.giadessuz.com]
to receive a state-provided
vaccine, Vice Governor Pi-
yapong said.

“That may leave people
in Phuket not being vacci-
nated, thus prompting Phuket
Province [Phuket Provincial
Government] to conduct a
review of the information of
people who have registered
through Phuket Must Win,
especially those who do not
have a house registration in
Phuket, [to check] whether
they really work or live in
Phuket or not and whether

they have provided accurate
and complete information,”
he added.

“Phuket Province, there-
fore, postponed the [vaccina-
tion injection] appointments
of registrants not registered
as living in Phuket from May
25 to allow such people to
enter the review process and
to make it clear that those
people are actually working
or living in Phuket.

“This may cause inconven-
ience to people, but I confirm
that once you go through the
eligibility review process, you
will be offered a vaccination
appointment next for sure,”
he said.

“However, those who have
received the message to tempo-
rarily postpone your vaccina-
tion, please hurry and proceed
with the steps recommended
by ‘Phuket Province’,” Vice
Governor Piyapong urged.

Of the people who have
received such messages, people
who work in Phuket are to
present a formal document
from the organisation or busi-
ness they work for proving
that they do so to the district
office, local administrative
organisation (OrBorTor) or
municipality for the relevant
area to confirm their right to
register through Phuket Must
Win, Vice Governor Piyapong
explained.

“In case you are a self-

Phuket Vice Governor Piyapong Choowong speaking during the
live broadcast last Monday (May 24). Screenshot: PR Phuket

employed person, please co-
ordinate with your village
headman in order to certify
your right to register, then
bring the certified documents
to the district office, local
administrative organisation
(OrBorTor) or municipality to
confirm your right to register
through Phuket Must Win,”
he added.

“Phuket vaccinations will
continue until June 16,” Vice
Governor Piyapong assured.

Phuket Governor Narong
Woonciew later said that the
number of people who were
not registered as living in
Phuket but had registered
to be vaccinated in Phuket
numbered as many as 30,000.

Regardless, Governor
Narong said that suspending

registrations while a check
was conducted on the legiti-
macy of those registrations
was only prudent. He assured
that Phuket had been assigned
enough vaccination doses
to ensure that 70% of the
island’s population would be
vaccinated in order to allow
the July 1 reopening to fully
vaccinated foreign tourists.

THE PANIC
The move to suspend some
people’s vaccination appoint-
ments follows officials last
Saturday night (May 22) an-
nouncing that the ‘Phuket Must
Win’ vaccination registration
web portal will no longer ac-
cept registrations from Thais
from June 5, and no longer
receive registrations of foreign-

ers after Tuesday (May 25).

Vice Governor Piyapong
on Monday gave no indica-
tion when the web portal will
resume receiving registrations.

After the announcement
last Saturday and V/Gov Pi-
yapong’s explanation on Mon-
day, the Official COVID-19
Information Center Phuket,
operated by the Ministry of
Interior Phuket office posted
two clear warnings for people
to not provide false infor-
mation to to officials along
with assurances that Phuket
residents who have legiti-
mately registered to receive
a vaccination injection will
be vaccinated.

The centre issued an ‘UR-
GENT NOTICE’ last Sunday
afternoon announcing that
vaccination appointments
had been cancelled for people
registered as living outside
Phuket, effective from May 25.

The urgent notice called for
people to confirm their right to
register in the same manner as
explained by Vice Governor
Piyapong on Monday.

However, the urgent notice
also warned that providing
false information to officials
was an offence under the Crim-
inal Code punishable by up to
six months’ imprisonment or a
fine of up to B10,000, or both.
Hours later, the centre issued
another notice explaining the
process for people to register.

Panic bites over jabs for outsiders

The centre issued another
notice at 7am on Monday, this
time toning down its mes-
sage, urging people to follow
the steps instructed by Vice
Governor Piyapong.

The centre issued yet an-
other notice at 9am Monday,
urging people to not panic and
follow the instructions given.

MASS VACCINATION

PLAN — UPDATED

Called in to join the brief-
ing on Monday to explain the
ongoing mass-vaccination
plan was Bhummikitti Rak-
taengam, President of the
Phuket Tourist Association,
who explained that the plan is
to vaccinate people in Phuket
in four groups:

Group 1: 417,402 people
registered as living in Phuket,
minus 106,865 children under
18 years old, leaving 310,537
people to be vaccinated. The
province aims to vaccinate
100% of this group.

Group 2: Workers in tour-
ism businesses who are not
registered as living in Phuket,
94,100 people (100% vaccina-
tion required).

Group 3 Workers in other
businesses who are not regis-
tered as living in Phuket, 7,500
people (70% to be vaccinated,
equivalent to 5,250 people).

Group 4: 80,000 migrant
workers (70% to be vaccinated,
equivalent to 56,700).

TAT to push Phuket’s ‘good safety’ to Iure tourists in the long run

Continued from page 1

“3. Ask Phuket airport to prepare
all aspects to support foriegn tour-
ists arriving in July, which will have
direct flights from partner countries
that will be open to their national
travelling as tourists to Thailand,
such as England, Germany and Rus-
sia, the United States, Israel, France
and Scandinavia. Phuket Airport has
to prepare for each scheduled flight,
which may arrive at 4am or Sam, or
during non-normal working hours.
[They must prepare] especially for
personnel and the disease control
checkpoint.

“4. Phuket Province and Phang
Nga Province will make a tourism
plan called ‘Travel Thailand To-
gether’, and when the time is right
we will be able to attract tourists to
both provinces and make it more con-
venient for Thai tourists [to come] in
accordance with government policy.

“For other provinces in the Anda-
man group, such as Krabi, we will
have a joint meeting in June,” Mr
Jurin said.

NEWSGTV LVE

Meanwhile, the Tourism Author-
ity of Thailand (TAT) has come up
with a marketing plan to highlight
the high level of safety in Phuket
and other sandbox areas to gain
tourists’ confidence despite a spike
in new cases.

“As the timeline for the country’s
reopening via the so-called Phuket
sandbox remains the same - July 1
- we have to make sure that the des-
tination, which is currently building
herd immunity, is safe for tourists,”
TAT Governor Yuthasak Supasorn
told the Bangkok Post.

The TAT on May 19 held a
virtual meeting with 50-60 hotel
operators led by the Thai Hotels
Association, local hoteliers and
global hotel companies such as Mar-
riott International, InterContinental
Hotels Group, Centara Hotels and
Resorts, Minor Hotels, Accor, Dusit
Thani, Asset World Corp and Onyx
Hospitality Group.

The meeting was to assure opera-
tors that the Phuket sandbox will be
able to open as planned. The agency

Deputy Prime Minister Jurin met
with leading tourism figures
from Phuket and Phang Nga last
Saturday (May 22). Photo: PR
Phuket

also encouraged hotel operators to
play a key role in communicating
with international guests to create
confidence.

“If we cannot give a clear message
that the Phuket sandbox is separate
from the rest of Thailand, they will
not have the confidence to visit the
country,” Mr Yuthasak said.

He said hoteliers believe that
tourists will visit Phuket as they are
longing to travel. This situation was
seen in Portugal and the Maldives
when their borders reopened.

Most hotel operators believe
there is more likelihood that chances
will be seen in the last quarter on
condition that the Phuket sandbox
must perform well which will benefit
other areas joining the sandbox from
October onward.

However, there is concern from
operators about the decision to return
to a 14-day quarantine after facing
the new outbreak.

Mr Yuthasak said the TAT will
regularly update information re-
garding the reopening plan on its
website under the campaign dubbed
“Countdown to Reopen Phuket”.

The information will consist of
daily cases, vaccination progress and
capacity of the public health system.
It will also show livestreaming
travel experiences from the Anda-
man islands.

The 10 sandbox areas have to
prepare for vaccination plans which
include the ability to administer vac-
cines, maintaining herd immunity
and risk management.

He suggested hotel operators

prepare standard operating proce-
dures for vaccinated guests in case
a positive result is found.

Destinations are also required
to improve the supply side to serve
returning demand.

The agency plans to create ex-
perimental trips in Phuket throughout
July by bringing key opinion leaders,
travel bloggers, film and TV crews
as well as training camps for sport
teams.

The Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) Sydney office has
launched the second installment
of its campaign to encourage Aus-
tralians to travel to Thailand once
restrictions on international travel
are eased there.

Suladda Sarutilavan, Director
of TAT Sydney office said, “As the
travel restrictions are still in place,
we cannot travel to Thailand at this
time; however, we hope that Austral-
ians will choose Thailand for their
first overseas holiday when we are
able to travel again internationally
in the near future.”

'] thephuketnews
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oreigners in Phuket who have
F registered through the Phuket

Must Win web portal to re-
ceive a state-provided COVID-19
vaccination will receive the Sinovac
vaccine, and will be vaccinated on
one day, this Sunday (May 30), the
Phuket office of the Ministry of
Interior announced earlier this week.

Foreigners also were given just
over 24 hours to choose their pre-
ferred venue and time for receiving
their vaccination injection.

The news was announced Offi-
cial COVID-19 Information Center
Phuket Facebook page, operated by
the Phuket office of the Ministry
of Interior, which brands its exist-
ence as “to prevent fake news or
panic news”, at 2:23pm on Monday
(May 24).

Of note, the post was in English,
and read as follows (verbatim):

If you are foreigners who are
legitimately working in Phuket
and comply with these following
requirements you are eligible for
the vaccination (Sinovac vaccine)
on 30" May 2021.

* Business Visa/ SMART visa

* Work Permit

* Your employer (a person, company
or an organisation) must be registered
& located in Phuket.

AVINQDINTS
30 un

g

-

The mass vaccmatlon campaign continued at Jungceylon shopping
mall in Patong this week. Photo: PPHO

Please contact your employer to
register their entity on https:/www.
xn--12cmj6bala7b3gda6fudsSd2a.
com/ (aiadesyuz) within 25" May
2020. Ask the employer to enrol
you and fill in your information on
this website. In addition, you must
choose the time slot and vaccine
center venue within that date as well.

Reference: https://www.
facebook.com/109168820738303/
posts/311417470513436/?d=n
[Post ends]

At the time of this report going
to press on Tuesday (May 25), no
Phuket official had made any public
recognition of the announcement
despite officials, including the Phuket
Provincial Public Health Office
(PPHO), previously repeatedly con-

firming that foreigners will receive
their vaccinations in June, after
the first shipment of AstraZeneca
vaccine doses arrives.

“Vaccination will start from
June, and the vaccine to be in-
jected will be AstraZeneca only,”
the PPHO had previously assured.

The same message was received
by foreigners who had been regis-
tered in the system.

The move to vaccinate anyone
on May 30 also flies in the face of
the mass vaccination plan explained
by Dr Chalermpong Sukontapol,
Director of Vachira Phuket Hospital,
just five days earlier.

“During May 18-28, we will
give the Sinovac vaccine as the
first injection to 200,000 people.

“During June 1-10, we will give
the AstraZeneca vaccine to 150,000
people, including elders who are
older than 60 years,” he said.

“The last day of mass vaccina-
tions in Phuket will be on June
24. We will have more than 70%
of people vaccinated and have
achieved herd immunity, so that we
can welcome vaccinated tourists,”
Dr Chalermpong said.

That announcement came during
a live broadcast online chaired by
Phuket Governor Narong Woonciew.

The announcement last Satur-
day followed Natapanu Nopakun,
Deputy Director-General of the
Department of Information and
Deputy Spokesman of the Foreign
Affairs Ministry, announcing last
Friday (May 21) that all expats in
the country will be able to register
to be vaccinated for COVID-19 at
the hospital where their health re-
cords are held from June 7 through
what the national government is
calling “on-site registration”.

Mr Natapanu, during his Eng-
lish-language briefing of the COVID
situation to the country, opened his
address by confirming that the state
of emergency had been extended
until July 31.

“Thailand attaches importance
to the vaccination of everyone in
Thailand according to the level of
risk, regardless of nationality,” Mr

No documents ho boarding

FLIGHT PASSENGERS
travelling to Phuket must

directive noted.
“And in order to make

present documents proving
that the passenger is fully
vaccinated or has tested nega-
tive for COVID-19 within the
previous 72 hours or they
will not be allowed to board
the plane.

The directive was issued
by the Civil Aviation Author-
ity of Thailand (CAAT) just
before 8pm on May 18. The
directive came into effect
hours later, on May 19.

“Airline passengers will
be refused travel to Phuket if
their vaccination is incomplete
or they do not have a test
document for COVID-19,”
the directive said.

“Previously, Phuket Prov-
ince has taken measures to
prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus with rapid
[antigen] tests being con-
ducted at Phuket Airport, but
the latest announcement by
the [Phuket] Communicable
Diseases Committee has
canceled the process,” the
CAAT noted.

“From 19 May 2021 on-
wards, passengers traveling by
airline must present evidence
to the airline staff from the
originating airport.

“This is evidence of re-
ceiving two doses of the

g @thephuketnews

Airport deputy director
Soonthorn Sakdasawit (left)
at the meeting on May 17.
Photo: AoT Phuket

COVID-19 vaccine, or a
document confirming that
COVID-19 was tested by RT-
PCR or Antigen Rapid Test
within 72 hours prior to the
journey and had a negative
test result.

“If [the passenger] is un-
able to show any evidence,
the passenger will be denied
travel by the airline.” the
CAAT ordered.

The directive also noted
that passengers travelling to
Phuket must also have the
MorChana app installed on
their phone and have location
sharing enabled on the app at
all times for the duration of
their stay in Phuket.

Passengers must also
register their travel details
through the www.gophuget.
com web portal.

“This is in accordance
with the resolution of the
Phuket Communicable Dis-
ecase Committee,” the CAAT

the passenger’s journey to
be orderly, the Civil Avia-
tion Authority of Thailand
requests passengers to check
the announcements of the
destination province before
traveling to be able to com-
ply with the measures of the
destination province correctly
and facilitate travel.

“They are also asked to
strictly adhere to the meas-
ures of the Ministry of Public
Health to prevent the spread
of COVID-19,” the CAAT
order said.

Of note, Phuket officials
made no announcement of the
mandatory document checks
for flight passengers coming to
Phuket following the meeting
of the Phuket Communicable
Disease Committee at Phuket
Provincial Hall on May 17.

Unlike people arriving
in Phuket by road, who may
serve a 14-day quarantine, or
stay in quarantine for their
entire stay if their stay is less
than 14 days, if they want to
come into Phuket (see page
4), so far Phuket officials have
not made any announcements
regarding allowing people ar-
riving at the airport to enter
quarantine after arriving.

The Phuket News
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'gners to get Sinovac

Natapanu said.

“We practice what we preach.
No one is safe in Thailand until
everyone is safe, everyone is vac-
cinated,” he said.

“Foreigners will be able to regis-
ter at the hospitals where you have
your own health records by using
their passport or social security
number,” Mr Natapanu explained.

“This is going to be effective
across the country,” he said.

“Aside from being able to do
this at a hospital that already has
your health records, it can be done
at other designated hospitals, other
designated centres as determined
by the Ministry of Public Health,”
he added.

Specifically listed as able to
register to be vaccinated on June 7
were foreigners who are spouses of
Thai nationals, retirees in Thailand,
business people in Thailand and
investors in Thailand.

"The expats in Thailand," Mr
Natapanu said.

“For each specific group there
may be further announcements
regarding the details of the location
or other specific details as it may
be necessary,” he added.

“And thank you for your un-
derstanding, because this has been
something of a challenge in terms
of the database and verifying people
through documents.
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Island entry rule changes spur fury
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huket Vice Governor Piyapong
P Choowong has responded to a
video posted online showing a
Thai man furious over being asked to
B450 for a rapid antigen test in order
to enter Phuket on Monday (May 17).

The man’s tirade, which has spread
widely over Thai social media sites,
came while officials were already
continuing to provide tests for B450,
despite the provincial order in effect
at that time mandating that rapid tests
no longer be available.

The man’s outburst was over being
asked to pay B450 for the test, or else
not being allowed to enter Phuket.

Under the previous entry require-
ments Thais were provided the test
for free, while all foreigners were
required to pay B500.

“There are no outsiders wanting to
come to Phuket, but also people who
have their house in Phuket. If they
leave the island, they must pay B450 for
returning home. What does this mean?

“We pay taxes. You must arrange
government medical staff to provide
the test and service us. You can have
whatever measures you want, but if you
hire an outside source and get money
from us, it’s not right,” the man said.

“I’'m not a Phuket native, but I
have to come to Phuket every month.
I also came last month. My friend did
have the rapid test for free before, but
this time we have to pay B450. Then
you see me!

m
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The Thai man was furious for being asked to pay B450 to enter Phuket
at a time when the provincial order in effect was to not provide rapid
tests any longer. Screenshot: Phuket Info Centre

“Don’t need to apologise to me.
If we see something wrong, we must
speak out. We do not blame the staff,
but we need to blame the person who
set up the measure. The measure is
bad like this, we can’t accept it!” the
man railed.

Phuket Vice Governor Piyapong on
Tuesday last week explained the new
requirements for entering Phuket — and
admitted how officers at the checkpoint
had continued to provide the rapid
tests for B450 each last Sunday and
Monday despite the provincial order
in effect at that time mandating that
the tests were no longer to be made
available.

His explanation came only after

Phuket Governor Narong Woonciew
had issued an order that was not posted
publicly until 10pm last Monday night
(May 17). The new entry requirements
officially came into effect on Tuesday
(May 18).

Vice Governor Piyapong took to
social media again last Thursday (May
20) to repeat his explanation.

“We would like to make our 500,000
people on the island to be safe. Arrivals
who come by plane have to be swab
tested before getting on board from
the departing airport,” he said.

“From April 22 to May 15, we had
rapid tests for arrivals at the airport
and the checkpoint for free because
the cost of the test was supported by

the National Health Security Office
[NHSO].

“After two weeks of using rapid
test, the NHSO told us to use the test
kits in the proactive screening in our
provinces instead of testing new ar-
rivals, as the number of people tested
positive was very low,” he said.

Of note, after testing more than
73,000 arrivals, the rapid tests iden-
tified just 18 confirmed cases of
infection.

“We planned to not conduct rapid
testing at the airport and checkpoint
anymore after May 15, but we had
practical problems,” Vice Governor
Piyapong continued.

“On May 16 and 17 we had a lot of
arrivals wanting to come to Phuket,
especially truck operators. They
gathered and asked what to do. They
told us they are ready to pay for the
test,” he said.

“So we asked the medical staff of
a private company who were staffing
the desks and conducting the tests to
continue to conduct the test for arrivals
at the lowest price, which was B450.

“The company representative [of
the company being paid to conduct
the tests] told me they were not happy
with the price and that they no longer
wanted to conduct the tests at that
price any longer,” V/Gov Piyapong
explained.

“We want to stop the movement
of people for a while, but we allow
tested and vaccinated people to come
because we think they have their own
necessary reason,” he added.

NEWSSTV UVE

Kratom suspects caught after 20km police chase

TWO MEN’S ATTEMPT
to flee police after a 20-kilo-
metre chase starting in
Chalong came to a crunch-
ing halt last week when they
hit a car head-on in a small
street in Rassada.

Capt Wichit Nokkaew of
the Phuket City Police was
called to the scene of the
accident, on Soi Paniang,
in Moo 5, Rassada, at about
Spm on May 18.

Standing by was the of-
ficer who had pursued the
two men, with the two sus-
pects in custody: Kitiphop
Jongpet, 23, and Anisorn
Tuthep, 23, both originally
from Phatthalung.

Stopped in the middle of
the small street was a grey
Phuket-registered Honda
City car with a sizable dent
in its front. Lying on the
road in front of it was a

The men were caught after they hit a car head-on in Soi

Paniang, in Moo 5, Rassada.

red motorbike registered in
Surat Thani.

Kitiphop and Anisorn had
escaped the collision without
suffering any injuries.

The officer who had chased
the men, who asked not to
be named, explained that the
pursuit began in Chalong.

He believed the two men

Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub

were acting suspiciously and
approached them to question
them, but the men sped off.

The pursuit lasted some
20 kilometres, he said.

The men ignored the traffic
signals and ran red lights at
every intersection and went
through two underpasses,
he added.

“They were eventually
caught because they hit the car
on this small street,” he said.

After apprehending the duo,
officers searched the motorbike
and found three bags of kratom
leaves under the seat.

Capt Wichit confirmed
that Kitiphop was taken to
Phuket City Police Station
and charged with reckless
driving causing damage to
other people’s property.

Both Kitiphop and Anisorn
were to be taken to Chalong
Police Station to be charged
with possession of a Category
5 drug, Capt Wichit added.

Possession of fresh kratom
remains illegal despite a bill
being passed by the House of
Representatives and later by
the Senate in February this
year to make possession of
the raw plant legal.

Under the bill, processed

forms of the plant are to
remain illegal.

Kratom when ingested
acts as a mild stimulant.
However, it is a key ingre-
dient in the notorious drug
cocktail 4x100 (“Four times
one hundred”).

At last report, Justice
Minister Somsak Thepsutin
in February explained that
the Senate speaker was to
forward the bill to the House
speaker, who would submit
it to the Cabinet.

The Cabinet was then to
send the legislation to His
Majesty the King for final
approval.

The bill was to become
law 90 days after it had
been published in the Royal
Gazette.

So far, that has not hap-
pened.

Eakkapop Thongtub
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Campaign nears B400k for

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

he campaign recently founded by

I a Phuket expat to help the noodle

vendor who was shot and paralysed

on Bangla Rd by a drunken off duty

policeman has raised almost B400,000
in just one week.

Mr Aroon Thongplab, who is married
with two young children, was shot by Cpl
Pornthep Channarong on Patong’s main
nightlife entertainment street in the early
hours of Feb 23.

Pornthep’s errant shot hit Mr Aroon’s
spine and subsequently paralysed him.
He has been receiving ongoing care in
hospital ever since.

Phuket resident Eric Smulders was
so moved with the plight of Mr Aroon,
25, that he founded a donation drive in
conjunction with AC Legal Advisors to
assist him and his family.

The site went live on May 14 and
as of last Friday (May 21) had raised
B394,907.97 from a total of 50 donations
predominantly from the expat commu-
nity, many of whom chose to remain
anonymous.

The only compensation provided to
Mr Aroon and his family by the Royal
Thai Police thus far is B20,000, received
in February. Mr Aroon’s wife Kulthida
Chananan has sought further assistance
but nothing has been forthcoming.

“This man’s life and that of his wonder-
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Mr Aroon Thongplab is currently in hospital receiving ongoing care after being

shot and paralysed by a drunken off duty Phuket police officer on Bangla Rd,
Patong in February. Photo: Eric Smulders

ful family have been destroyed and he will
need help for a long time,” Mr Smulders
told The Phuket News on May 14.

“The family needs to rent a larger
room as where they currently stay is
just too small. They also need to pay for
medical supplies, diapers, regular nursing
care, and more.”

Mr Smulders presently estimates that
the family, the couple have one young
daughter and a baby boy, will need at
least B25,000 per month, much of that
just for rent.

BAIL DENIED
Pornthep, who was stripped of his rank
and dismissed from the police force fol-
lowing the unprovoked attack, has been

charged with attempted murder, carry-
ing a firearm in a public area without
necessary reason, and firing a weapon
in a public area.

On Wednesday last week (May 19)
he was denied the right to post bail by
the Phuket Provincial Court.

“Pornthep told the court that he wanted
to be temporarily released so that he
could find ways to raise money to provide
financial relief to Mr Aroon’s family,”
said Bangkok-based lawyer Kerdphol
Kaewkerd, who is providing free legal
assistance to Mrs Kulthida.

“He also told the court that he wanted
to return guns and other equipment which
he kept in his house to the Royal Thai
Police. His parents could not find them.”

PHUKETNEWS| 5
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Rawai Mayor Aroon Solos (centre) and his team hold up
the gold necklaces to be won. Photo: Rawai Municipality

Gold, cash offered for
vaccine registration

RAWAI MUNICIPALITY
is offering gold necklaces and
cash prizes for people who reg-
ister with the municipality to
be vaccinated for COVID-19.

The prizes will be award-
ed by lucky draw, to be held
on June 11.

The municipality is of-
fering 10 gold necklaces of
undeclared value, along with
20 cash prizes of B2,000 each.

“Almost 70% of all resi-
dents registered as living in
Rawai subdistrict have reg-
istered to be vaccinated, so
our area should achieve [herd]
immunity, but we would like
to reach 90%,” Rawai Mayor
Aroon Solos explained.

“To encourage our broth-
ers and sisters in Rawai Sub-
district, we are offering these
prizes in order to increase our
immunity and keep everyone
safe from COVID.

“Phuket will open [to
receiving vaccinated foreign
tourists] in July, so it is ex-
pected that our brothers and
sisters will cooperate in being
vaccinated,” he said.

Rawai Municipality is
accepting registrations from
people working for businesses
that are not registered, and
will provide a shuttle to the
vaccination venue, Mayor
Aroon said.

Eakkapop Thongtub

PHUKET OFFICIALS
together with Chalong police
last Friday night (May 21)
raided the Honey Pot bar
in Rawai and charged the
manager for serving alcohol
to foreigners.

Chalong Police, led by
Capt Suchart Soonthorn-
matcha, raided the bar in
Moo 2, Rawai, at about
10:20pm.

Joining the raid were
Territorial Defense Volun-
teers, led by Rawai subdis-

S

The manager of the Honey Pot bar in Rawai was
charged with breach of the COVID-19 restrictions effect.
Photo: Jarung Taochan

S
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trict chief (Kamnan) Jarung
Taochan.

The raid followed Chong-
mas Sakulpradit, Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer (Palad)
of the Muang District Office,
receiving a tip-off from a
local resident reporting that
alcoholic beverages were
being served to foreigners
at the bar

Bar manager Sopa
Chotchuengwong was taken
to Chalong Police Station
and charged for breach of
the provincial order banning
restaurants from selling
alcohol and allowing the
consumption of alcohol on
the premises.

The raid in Rawai fol-
lowed a blitz through central

g @thephuketnews

Phuket in Thalang District
the preceding night (Thurs-
day, May 20).

Acting on instructions
from Phuket Vice Governor
Vikrom Jakthee, Phuket
Provincial Office Chief
(Palad) Anuphap Rodkwan
Yodrabum led officers also
accompanied by Territorial
Defence Volunteers to patrol
Cherng Talay and nearby
areas for venues breaking
the law.

All venues at Boat Avenue
were found to be complying
with the COVID restrictions
in place, as were nearly all
other venues in the area.

The ‘Hoi Saem’ seafood
restaurant in Srisoonthorn,
however, was found to be

serving alcohol to custom-
ers. The owner was charged
with selling alcohol and with
breach of COVID-19 restric-
tions in place under Phuket
Provincial Order 2645/2564,
“which is an offense under
Section 34 of the Communi-
cable Disease Control Act”,
said a report of the raid.
The patrol on Thursday
night also found four young
teenagers on motorbikes
without licence plates near
the Heroines Monument. The
four were taken to Thalang
Police Station and charged
accordingly, noted the report.
The report did not con-
firm exactly which charges
the four teenagers were to
face. Eakkapop Thongtub
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B750mn ‘urgent’ for new jobs

More than 10,000 recognised as in need of some form of income

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

he Phuket Governor has
I requested B750 million
from the national gov-
ernment to roll out an urgent
employment project across
the island in order to help
people affected by the ongoing
COVID-19 economic crisis.
More than 10,000 people
have registered through the
Phuket Provincial Adminis-
tration Organisation (PPAO,
or OrBorJor) campaign as
unemployed and affected by
the economic crisis, Phuket
Governor Narong Woonciew
told a meeting on May 21.
“Right now, we have 4,551
sensitive people under our as-
sistance,” he noted, speaking
after a meeting with the Phuket
Red Cross, Kusoldharm Foun-
dation and other officials from
relevant government agencies.
The Red Cross has handed
out what the government calls
“survival bags” to local resi-
dents three times: 1,933 bags
the first time, 1,416 the second
time and 1,200 bags the third.
Officers from the three dis-
trict offices in Phuket started

Phuket Governor Narong
Woonciew will request B750mn

to fund an urgent job-creation
programme. Photo: PR Phuket

handing out survival bags on
May 21-22, Governor Narong
said.

“The Kusoldharm Founda-
tion will provide 2,000 bags
to people in Muang district,
1,000 in Kathu and 1,000 in
Thalang on May 29 and 30,”
he added.

“Local administrative
offices in each tambon are
cooperating with the PPAO to
register their people in need.
Local administrative offices
will support about 50% of the
cost for the bags while the
other 50% will be from PPAO.

The bags will be provided
from June 10 afterward.

“For providing help in July,
we have proposed a project to
the government to create ur-
gent employment. The project
needs B750 million to create
employment and pay people
the B336 daily minimum wage
for six months,” Governor
Narong said.

“If the project is approved,
it will help our people a lot.
I’'m sure that if 15,000 people
[in Phuket] are employed
[through the project], we will
not need to give them survival

bags because they will be able
to buy the goods with their
own money,” he added.

“In addition to the or-
ganisations I have mentioned,
many other organisations are
providing help to our people,”
Governor Narong recognised.

“One thing that we have
discussed but have not in-
cluded in this meeting is to
set up a public kitchen, which
will be needed if the situation
becomes critical.

“All of us in Phuket will
take care of each other, includ-
ing officials, the private sector

and the public,” Governor
Narong said.

“Anyone who does not
have essential goods, please
contact the Phuket office of the
Ministry of Social Develop-
ment and Human Security,
the Red Cross or your local
administrative office [OrBor-
Tor or municipality]. We have
an understanding to help our
people together,” he said.

The move to ramp up as-
sistance in providing basic
food and household essen-
tials to people in need across
the island is one of four key
elements in the provincial
government’s strategy to cope
with the impact of the lat-
est outbreak of COVID-19,
Governor Narong explained.

“We have four issues that
we are working on: controlling
the infections in the province,
protecting the island from
infected people from out-
side, creating herd immunity
through vaccination and taking
care of those affected by the
economic crisis. Each issue is
still ongoing,” he said.

“For the first issue, for
the whole week we have had
about zero to five new infected

cases per day. We need to
keep working strictly on our
measures. We are trying to
keep the number of new cases
near zero as much as possible
to the end of this month.

“For the second issue, right
now all arrivals by plane must
be tested or vaccinated before
landing. For land arrivals,
those must be fully vaccinated
[or have tested negative for
the virus]. Right now, being
vaccinated has become a pass-
port for travelling,” Governor
Narong noted.

“For the third issue, so far,
we have provided two injec-
tions of vaccine to 100,000
people. In the past three days,
we have provided injections to
14,000 people per day, so in
total 147,000 people in Phuket
have received a vaccination
injection.

“We will keep providing
injections to about 15,000
people per day until the end
of this month. Next month,
we will provide injections to
another group of people. In
June, we will be able to create
herd immunity among about
60-70% people on the island
in line with our goal,” he said.

THAT AIRWAYS INTERNATIO-

Creditors approve restructurlng plan over THAI's B116bn debt

nal’s (THAI) creditors on May 19
formally approved the airline’s debt
rehabilitation plan which emphasises
the state’s role in helping the struggling
flag carrier access fresh cash injections.

The creditors approved the plan
in a vote which had been postponed
from last week to allow them to study
some last-minute tweaks to the plan.

Twenty-eight out of the 36 groups,
representing 13,000 creditors which
hold some B116 billion of THATI’s
debts, casted votes in favour of the
plan, after chapters 4, 13 and 15 of
the plan were amended.

Chapter 4 of the plan says THAI
requires consistent state support

WINE & COFFEE SHOP - WINE BAR

WINE TASTING - ANTIPASTI

The Barrel Laguna, 33-34 Canal Village Laguna 5

Phone: 062 489 5192 | Email: thebarrellaguna(@

Tha| A|rways aircraft remain grounded at Suvarnabhumi alrport in
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and should be allowed to operate
its aviation and related businesses
with the same privileges accorded
to it before it ceased to become a
state-owned enterprise and entered
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the debt rehabilitation process.

The creditors amended clauses
relating to the company’s financial
management, which they deemed
necessary to facilitate the repayment

of outstanding obligations and pro-
curement of fresh loans to maintain
the airline’s cash balances.

Bangkok Bank, which was listed
as creditor No.6414, obtained changes
to Chapter 13 of the plan, to appoint
former energy minister, Siri Jirapong-
pan, and former director-general of
the Department of Legal Execution,
Kraisorn Baramee-auychai, as the
airline’s rehabilitation administrators.

Meanwhile, the Federation of
Savings and Credit Cooperatives of
Thailand Limited put forth a five-point
amendment to Chapter 15, which was
approved in the meeting.

The points included specific
groups of creditors being granted

debt-to-capital conversion rights,
capital decrease and recapitalisation,
formulation of asset management
and appointment of three additional
rehab plan administrators, namely
THAT’s acting president Chansin Tree-
nuchagron, the airline’s independent
director Piyasvasti Amranand, and
deputy finance permanent secretary
Pornchai Teerawej.

The plan also calls for the state
to help the airline secure B50bn in
fresh funding.

Following the announcement,
however, the State Enterprise Policy
Office insisted that the government
is under no obligation to come to the
airline’s rescue. Bangkok Post
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Frederik Jacobus Jurriaanse (Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons having a claim against or
an interest in the Estate of the above named, late of 2/4 Moo 7, Soi Bang
Nuy, Chaofa Road West 63, Tambon Charlong, Muang Phuket 83130
formerly of Grayleas, Smarts Hill, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Sevenoaks, Kent,
TN11 8EB, England, who died on the 11th of September 2020, are
required to send written particulars thereof to the undersigned on or
before two months from the date of this publication, after which date
the Estate will be distributed having regard only to the claims and
interests of which they have had notice.

ASHFORDS LLP, Ashford House Grenadier Road Exeter EX1 3LH England.
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AstraZeneca shots on hold

Second dose to be received 16 weeks after first, instead of 10

Bangkok Post

he government an-
nounced last Monday
(May 24) that the sec-

ond dose of AstraZeneca vac-
cines will now be administered
16 weeks after the first dose,
as opposed to 10 weeks, insist-
ing the delay won’t have any
negative effect on the immune
response against COVID-19.

The move came following
reports that several hospitals
have suspended inoculations
with the AstraZeneca vaccine
amid a shortage in Thailand.

It also came on the same
day that Prime Minister Pr-
ayut Chan-o-cha received his
second dose of AstraZeneca
vaccine, 10 weeks after his
first shot on March 16.

The premier said the na-
tion’s vaccine distribution plan
might be adjusted according
to the pandemic situation in
each area and called on people
to rely on vaccine informa-
tion from the Public Health
Ministry to prevent confusion.

Permanent secretary for
public health, Kiattiphum
Wongrajit, reiterated this point,
saying the readjusted vaccine

distribution guidelines are
to accommodate the chang-
ing outbreak situation in the
country, saying the focus
now is giving the first dose
of COVID-19 vaccines to as
many people as possible.

As a result, those who are
scheduled to receive their first
vaccine in June will now re-
ceive their second shot around
October, said Dr Kiattiphum,
before adding that the govern-
ment has ordered 3 million
vaccines from Sinovac, which
will start to arrive next month.

Dr Kiattiphum made the
remarks after a number of

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha gets his second shot of

the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine on Monday (May 24). He

received his first jab on March 16. Photo: Government House

hospitals announced that they
won’t be able to administer
the second shot of the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine to those who
have received their first shot
in time, stirring speculation
that the government is run-
ning out of vaccines to meet
domestic demand.

A spokesman for the Public
Health Ministry, Rungrueng
Kitphati, admitted that some
areas have run out of the As-
traZeneca jabs, while others
are quickly running out, as
the demand for the vaccine
was very high.

Chulabhorn Hospital an-
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nounced it will be postponing
inoculations with the Astra-
Zeneca jabs until it receives
more doses, as it only has the
Sinovac jabs left in stock.

Similarly, Vachira Hospital
(Bangkok) also said it will
be suspending vaccinations
with the AstraZeneca jabs
indefinitely, until more sup-
plies arrive.

‘HAVE CONFIDENCE’
Despite the snag, the spokes-
man urged the public to have
confidence in the national vac-

cine rollout, saying one dose
of COVID-19 vaccine alone is

enough to provide protection
against new infections, severe
symptoms and death.

The second dose, he added,
is just a booster intended to
prolong the body’s immune
response against the disease.

Dr Rungrueng said those
who have received a dose
of the AstraZeneca vaccine
are not advised to receive
the Sinovac vaccine for their
second shot, since they were
of a different type.

The public is advised to
complete their vaccination
rounds with the same vaccine
before seeking a vaccine from
another manufacturer, he said.

Public Health Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul said he
is confident that AstraZeneca
will deliver its vaccine on
schedule in June and con-
firmed that there would be
enough vaccines to inoculate
the public against COVID-19
from June 7, when the national
rollout is expected to get into
full swing.

“If the shots made in Thai-
land are not ready, the com-
pany is bound to find them
from somewhere else to fill
our order as stipulated in the

contract,” he said.

The government has not
revealed the content of the
contract despite numerous
calls from opposition politi-
cal parties.

Mr Anutin said the com-
pany was well aware of Thai-
land’s vaccination schedule,
implying it would be prepared
to fill the order regardless of
whether the local production
facility is ready.

Disease Control Depart-
ment Director-General Opas
Kankawinpong, said the
CCSA will meet to adjust
the country’s COVID-19 vac-
cine distribution plan based
on the amount of vaccines
available, current popula-
tion numbers and the local
outbreak situation.

So far, Thailand has re-
ceived 117,600 doses of the
AstraZeneca COVID-19
vaccine, which arrived on
Feb 24. Six million locally
manufactured AstraZeneca
does will be delivered to the
government in June.

Between June-December,
the government is expected
to receive 61 million locally
produced AstraZeneca doses.
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Ged Hogg

awasdee Krab... Since COV-
ID-19 raised its ugly head in
January of 2020 over 164 mil-
lion cases have been recorded
globally and more than 3.41
million lives have been lost. The
World Health Organization es-
timates that the percentage of
people who have contracted COVID-19
around the world is around 10%, though
that number is a conservative figure as
many countries like to save face and do
not disclose the actual true figures.

The coronavirus takes no prison-
ers and the true cost of the pandemic
cannot just be measured in just the
reported cases and deaths as the eco-
nomic fallout from all of the world’s
countries is going to be felt for many
years after the pandemic has gone and
our children and grandchildren will be
the ones who will suffer most financial-
ly once the pandemic is over and it will
be them who will have to pay for it.

Many countries in the world have
seen their economies crash because of
the coronavirus; my country of birth the
UK as well as Australia, the USA and
most countries in Europe have all been
hit hard and each of those countries
have had to pay out billions of dollars to
their citizens to help them get through
the crisis due to many of them losing
their jobs or businesses during the many
lockdowns that were ordered by their
governments to try to stop the spread.

If you were lucky enough before you
came to live in Thailand, to live in a
country where the governments have
helped their citizens during the crisis
then you may have got through the pan-
demic virtually unscathed financially,
in fact due to the many lockdowns and
being forced to stay home you may even
be better off financially because you
were unable to go out to spend your
money in bars and restaurants, buying
clothes or going on holidays.

I am one of those lucky people as I
receive an Australian/British pension
every fortnight and I was also a benefi-
ciary of the Australian government’s
generous extra payments to help their
citizens cope during the pandemic, to
the tune of AUS$1,000 (B25,000) over
three instalments in the past year. I re-
cently saw a report from the USA where
they said that many people are not even
planning on returning to work because
the money that they receive in unem-
ployment benefits is more than what
they earned when they were working
- so that’s how good the social system
is in the USA, or how bad the social
system is if you're an employer looking
to hire someone on a wage that is below
the money that they are receiving from
the US government’s unemployment
benefits scheme.

Many of us expats came to live in
Thailand and made it our home because
we love the country and its people and
we live a good life here because of the
lower cost of living and climate. In my
case, I retired five years ago and after
trying to live on my pension in Australia
for a year I discovered that my pension
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campaign is getting food and other essentials to the
people who need it the most. Photos: 5 Star Marine |

5 Star Marine workingi;iwithrthe One Phuket:'

worthy cause

was not sufficient to live a decent life-
style as there was more money going
out than coming in and I was dipping
into my investment funds too much and
Thailand ticked most of the boxes as a
retirement destination for me.

Unlike the unemployed in the USA
that I mentioned, most of the citizens
of Thailand have not had the same help
from their government as many expats
have had from their home countries and
the majority of Thai people have had
to go it alone financially. Many of the
families who live in Phuket had already
been doing it tough for over a year from
when the virus first entered Thailand
and then at the end of last year, they
thought that the coronavirus was less-
ening its grip on the country and they
started to plan again for the future.
Then when the second wave started in
January and when the third wave ar-
rived, they had to revise their thinking,
so there are a lot of Thai people hurting
at the present time.

I recently heard about a group of lo-
cal residents who have united to help
the people of Phuket who need help
the most due to the pandemic crisis in
Phuket. “One Phuket” was started in
February this year by a small group
of expats and locals to try to help the
people of Phuket by organising and
delivering food parcels to families who
need it most, as many people on the
island are now unemployed and do not
have enough food to feed their families.

One Phuket is a way for the expats
in the group to show their solidarity
with the people of Phuket and give
something back to the community that
has welcomed them with open arms to
live on the paradise island of Phuket.
This is a very worthy cause and for
many of us who have so much com-
pared to our Phuket neighbours it can

be a way to show them that we as ex-
pats are not here just to make our own
lives better but we care about the peo-
ple of Phuket and are also part of their
community and share their pain.

I am just an ordinary expat pen-
sioner and I do not have a lot compared
to some of my compatriots who may
have had higher paying jobs with a
larger superannuation pay-out or have
sold their homes and businesses and
retired to the land of smiles with no
financial worries, but compared to
many of the people of Phuket I am rich.
If you can help One Phuket by donat-
ing to their cause or if you find that
you have time on your hands and can
offer your services as a volunteer, they
would love to hear from you. Visit ‘One-
Phuket’ on Facebook to get in touch
with them.

Donations can be made to:
Siam Commercial Bank, Choengthale,
Phuket | Swift: SICOTHBK | Branch:
0706 | Bank: 014 | Savings account
706265040-3.
Laew Jer Gan Krab
Ged

See Gerold Hogg’s Thailand blog at www.retireinthailand.asia and on YouTube.
After travelling the world as a chef and living in Jamaica, Bermuda, Singapore,
the Falkland Islands, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines and the USA, he retired
to Thailand in 2017 where he reinvented himself as an author and whenever
COVID permits he travels extensively throughout Thailand and Southeast Asia

doing research for his books.

Gerald has written two books in the Thai Died series of books, Thai Died...Murder
in Paradise and Thai Died...Bar-Girl as well as five books in his ‘Retirees Travel
Guide’ series aimed at retirees and baby boomers.

His first book in the series “The Retire in Thailand Handbook’ was released by
London publishers Austin Macauley in 2019. Ged has also written his biography;
You Will Never Amount to Anything and an historical novel about the first-time
fingerprints were used to gain a murder conviction in the UK in 1905...The
Deptford Mask Murders. All of his books are available on Amazon.

'] thephuketnews
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David Griffiths

hen it comes to the Acad-
emy Awards genre flicks
rarely get a look in, but
this year one found itself
on the nominations list
and it raised eyebrows
everywhere. ‘Love and
Monsters’ was the little
film that found itself boxing well and
truly out of its weight division.

An American/Australian co-pro-
duction Love and Monsters found itself
amongst the heavy hitters when it was
nominated in the Best Achievement in
Visual Effects category, it didn’t win
but it did suddenly have the world ask-
ing, “What on earth is that film?” Well
to answer that question the film has
now been made available on streaming
platforms right around the world.

Directed by Michael Matthews (Five
Fingers For Marseilles), Love And Mon-
sters is set in a world that was saved
by nuclear weapons when a meteorite
threatened the Earth’s existence but
the resulting fallout caused every cold
blooded creature to mutate into gigantic
‘monster’ versions of themselves.

These creatures then killed a major-
ity of the human population and the
human’s left, which include the very
innocent Joel (Dylan O’Brien — The
Maze Runner), are left to live in colonies
hiding underground. While he is a nice
guy, Joel freezes when he comes face-
to-face with danger and as a result his

R SI1IDE
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Dylan O'Brien (The Maze Runner) with
his new-found friend ‘Boy’ looks to
survive yet another day in the wilds of
a post-apocalyptic world while trekking
to finally see the love of his life again, in
Love and Monsters (2020). Photo: IMDB

colony sees him as a liability. While the
others go out to hunt he is left to stay
behind and cook, and while the rest of
the members of his colony have paired
off, Joel finds himself alone lost in his
own thoughts.

However, after making radio con-
tact with the girl, Aimee (Jessica
Henwick — Game of Thrones), that he
was in love with before the world went
to hell, he decides that he is going to
make the dangerous journey from his
colony to hers.

As a film Love and Monsters has the
feel of Zombieland all over it. You've
got the ‘weak’ main character, a world
that he doesn’t fit in with, and for good
measure the inclusion of a grumpy ally,
Clyde (Michael Rooker — Guardians of
the Galaxy), who actually cares a lot

ENTERTAINN

NT 9 I/

more than he is letting on. Like Zom-
bieland the film also has an injection of
humour that isn’t enough to destroy the
fantasy element of the film but is just
enough to provide you with a laugh here
and there.

The key to this film working though
are the characters. Joel is a likable guy
and the audience soon warm to him and
want to see him succeed — due largely
to the fact most audiences will realise
that Joel is exactly what they would be
like in the middle of the apocalypse.
Add in a cute dog called Boy and a
trusty side-kick, Minnow (Ariana
Greenblatt — Avengers: Infinity War),
and you soon have a group of characters
that nobody wants to see anything bad
happen to.

The inclusion of the other-worldly

A world of lﬂ\lﬂ aml Monsters

creatures does give a Stranger Things
vibe throughout the film while the
screenwriting team do just enough to
create scenes with heart, like Joel bond-
ing with a robot, to go alongside the
action sequences. To their credit those
action sequences and creature effects
look pretty stunning, especially when
you realise the film was made for the
same sum as some film’s catering budg-
ets. This is a filmmaking team that
have a huge future ahead of them.

Just like he did in The Maze Runner
franchise, Dylan O’Brien once again
shows Hollywood what he has to of-
fer with his role here. He is brilliant
throughout this film and whether it
comes to an emotional scene or an ac-
tion sequence, he is the kind of actor
that can shine through both.

Love and Monsters is one of the
biggest surprises of 2021. It certainly
deserved its Oscar nomination and you
get the feeling that this film will be-
come a family favourite for the younger
generation in the same way films like
The NeverEnding Story and Labyrinth
had for generations in the past.

Love and Monsters is now available
on streaming services in Thailand.

3.5/5 Stars

David Griffiths has been working as
a film and music reviewer for over 20
years. That time has seen him work
in radio, television and in print. You
can follow him at www.facebook.com/
subcultureentertainmentaus
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Beach Front Land

For Sale
in Khao Lak from
2.781 Million THB per Rai
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245.55 Rai (302 880 Sgm) with Beachfront Land for Sale in Khao Lak (Can be Subdivided)
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AN N\ —— | Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York
\‘ﬁ?*{ﬁ\ W [ ".‘ii'ﬂ\'”-«':"»_\. Across 50. Money in Moldova 23. Variety of taro
AN N
-~ "-\ N Ny ' s 1. Craving 51. Costa Rican 25, Go over
bt e - 3 e Yy e Sl S 5.P ley bit . | 26. Get around
1. The city of Eindhoven is the birthplace of which famous - rarsiey peninsu a. ’ e_ ayou
electronics company? 10. Annul 52. Shortcomings 27. Artist’s hue
L . . , . 14. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” 57. Mediterranean 28. Port city
2. What name is given to the ‘woman of the fairy mound’, a spirit 29.C de of ruffl
in Irish mythology which heralds the death of a family member? e.8. evergreen - Lascade ot ruttles
. 15. France’s longest 62. The Temple of 30. Jewish month
3. How many bones are there in an adult human body? river Zeus was its 31. Disgrace
4. In 1830, Edwin Budding’s first machine had a frame made of  16. Escape, in a way model 32. Literary work
wrought iron and was 19 inches wide. What was it? 17. It was redone in ‘04  64. Healthy berry 33. About 1% of the
5. Name the largest and most populated Japanese island? 20. Agnolotti, e.g. 65. Upload ___ atmosphere
Answers below, centre 21. Saint Petersburg, 66. Manhattan eatery 36. Besides
once 67. Boxing prize 38.June 6, 1944
22. Whimsical 68. Case type 40. City where Elvis
su Do Ku 24. Exploit 69. Case type was born
25. Tend to, as a bad 41. Bad day for Caesar
lawn Down 47. Nix
29. Quip 1. Arctic native 49. ___ Bell
31. Mozart’s “L'___del 2. Water-soluble 50. Allowed
Cairo” compound 51. Buddhist lecturer,
34. At any time 3. Some are deadly Tendzin, and
35. “Agreed!” 4. Red arachnid others
37. Snake or 5. Arch 52. Middle-age
mathematician, at 6. Tom’s aunt scourge
times 7. Bank of Paris 53. Houston university SOIUtionS to |ast Week’s puzzles-
39. William Thornton 8. Persia, now 54. Cancer kind .
designed it 9. Einstein, e.g. 55. Details

42. Nice goodbye?
43. Persuaded

44. Mercury, for one
45. ___soup

46. Rimbaud, for one
48. Early word form

10. Grammar topic 56. Eastern prince
11. Warm, so to speak 58. Spirited horse

12. Hindu god 59. Stir, with “up”

13. Kind of column 60. They may be sown
18. Thief’s obstacle 61. Smudge

19. Set up (var.) 63. Fulfilled

Answers to this week’s Pop Quiz:
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percent is how much travel times
were reduced in Los Angeles in 2013
when it became the first city to install
traffic lights that make automatic
adjustments based on car flow.

percent of US police officers
claim that their poorly performing
colleagues were not held accountable,
according to a Pew Research Center

survey in 2018.

450

kilograms is how much the heart of an
adult blue whale weighs. It’s about the
size of a VW Beetle car.

7,300

percent more than the cost of sending
the equivalent amount of data is what

Sunbeam through the green at Ao Yon Beach. Photo by Nadine Plummer

v

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket? Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

phone companies charge for
sending texts.

360,000

lives were saved by the horror-movie
“SAW” franchise as people were able
to donate blood in exchange for a free

of blood were donated.

Source: Uberfacts

movie ticket. More than 120,000 pints

NEWSSTV uUvEGses-

May 28, 1588

The Spanish Armada, with
130 ships and 30,000 men,
sets sail from Lisbon, Portu-
gal, heading for the English
Channel.

May 29, 1953

Edmund Hillary and Sher-
pa Tenzing Norgay become
the first people to reach the
summit of Mount Everest, on
Tenzing Norgay’s (adopted)
39" birthday.

May 30, AD 70

Siege of Jerusalem: Titus and
his Roman legions breach the
Second Wall of Jerusalem.
Jewish defenders retreat to the
First Wall. The Romans build
a circumvallation, cutting
down all trees within 15km.

May 31, 1927

The last Ford Model T rolls
off the assembly line after a
production run of 15,007,003
vehicles.

% e L

Edmund HiIIary and Tenzing Norgay.

June 1, 2001

Nepalese royal massacre:
Crown Prince Dipendra of
Nepal shoots and kills several
members of his family, includ-
ing his father and mother.

June 2, 1962

During the FIFA World Cup, police
have to intervene multiple times
in fights between Chilean and
Italian players in one of the most
violent games in football history.

June 3, 2017

London Bridge attack: Eight
people are murdered and doz-
ens of civilians are wounded
by Islamist terrorists. Three of
the attackers are shot dead by
the police. Source: Wikipedia
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CM Asia Co., Ltd - quality services since 2003 Home Automation MEP Engineering

office@tcm-asia.com 086-9439834 Solar Power Lighting Design

VIDEC PRODUCTIONS

WE MAKE YOU
LOOK GOOD.

YERTIGOVIDEO
PRODUCTIONS.COM

081 970 0677 AVCPHUKET.COM
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AL KIND'S OF HOT AND CELD WATER SYSTEMS W rapair what your husband fived from Expat Life Coach.

SHOT WATER SOLAR SYSTEMS AND SOLAR PLWPS

POOL EQUVPRENT AND SERVICE
-REPAIR ALL KINDE OF WATER SYSTEMS AND POOL PUMPS
-A VARIETY OF WATER FLTRATION SYSTEMS TO AT YOUR NEEDS

SHOWROOM NEXT TO WAT CHALONG
OPEN FROM 8AM TO 5PM

Contact us todav Lo arrange

T
an informal chat
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094 584 8368 (THAI) Email: gavmanwalaraamil yahoo. ds

089 645 4848 (GER / ENG)
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rots, Fried mushrooms, Grilled Tomatoes — Yorkshire
pudding — Roasted Potatoes, Mashed Potatoes —
Gravy, Mushroom sauce, Horse raddish, Mint Sauce.
We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 350 baht
P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 175 baht P.P. www.shak-
ersphuket.com www.facebook.com/shakersphuket
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RESTAURANT Mo N 31 RESTAURANT
BAR MAY BAR
28718 Vises Road 28718 Vises Road
Rawai Rawai
OMi: 081891 4381 (Mi: 081891 4381
wiww. shakerspliuket. com wiww. shakerspliuket. com
shakerspluk erdgmaail com RE‘ R i shakerspludk erdgmail com
GPS: NoT 46,971 STA U NT GPS: NOT 46,971
E098 19001 BAR E098 19001
9818 Vises Road
. . Rawai . .
Friday Mussels night Oli- 081/891 4381 Wednesday Ribs night
1.2 Kg mussels served with French Fries Your choice, wiww. shakerspluket com 6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ Pork Ribs served
Your style: Mariniere, Provencale, Garlic & cream or shakerspluek erdgmati conm with Salad Buffet, Potato Salad & Choice of Sauces.
Thai style We have a kid’s playground zone. Price GPS: NoT 46971
vary from 295 baht to 350 baht depending on choice EG08 10001
ordered. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.
com/shakersphuket
Monday BBQ night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked to
order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, Prawns
& Squids, salad buffet, Baked potatoes, potato salad &
various sauces, Bread, Buns & garlic bread. We have a
kid’s playground zone. Adults: 395 baht P.P. Kids under 12
years old: 195 baht P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.
facebook.com/shakersphuket

RESTAURANT

BAR
98/18 Vises Road
Rawai
Oli: 0817891 4381
wiw shakerspliuket. com

shakerspluk eridgmaail com
GPS: NO7 46,971
EO08 190y

Sunday roast

12PM — 9PM: All you can eat Sunday Roast Buffet
Beef, Pork & Lamb — Cauliflower, Broccoli, Peas, Car-

We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 325 baht
P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht P.P. www.shak-
ersphuket.com www.facebook.com/shakersphuket

EVERY DAY
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PVC Phuket Food
Challenge 2021

PVCPhuket.com presents the Phuket Food Chal-
lenge! Are you sick of paying for your meal even
though you finished the whole thing? Running now
at Lets Meat Phuket Town, Islander Rawai and Aus-
sie Bar Patong you can earn your meal, worth 495
baht, for free! If you can finish your special sausage
sandwich in less than 20 minutes! Check out Phuket
Food Challenge on Facebook for full details. na-
than@pvcphuket.com

CARS, TRUCKS : PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY
FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR RENT FOR RENT

G o A H - - i
Land for sale near HALF PRICE CONDO
. L i Mission Heights LAGUNA AREA Kata Gardens Private Pool
18 Seater Mitsubishi Bus x 2 : Land is 1,656 square meters approx on 3 Chanote titles. : 200m to Bangtao, 2 pools, Jacuzzi, sauna, gym, BBQ, 140 : Kata Gardens Private Pool Penthouses. Walk to Beach

18 Seater Mitsubishi Bus (2 buses), Year December 2011. i Has concrete road, water and electric. Small quiet village : sqm. Free: bikes, electric scooters, drinking water, coconuts, : Ocean View 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Units Available. 2 Com-
Yellow Registration Plates. THB 950,000 (each). Contact: : close to Mission Heights. I'm looking for 4.5 million Baht, : 3TVs, Netflix, 200TV channels. HALF PRICE 076 324404 : mon Area Pools. plrkata@outlook.com, +66909959767,
Robin Lee on Mobile [061 829 8293. i negotiable. Call 093 629 4400. i phuket@casuarinashores.co i Graham Herdman

CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE

QS | s QS| INTERNATIONAL [ oo
¥ SCHOOL OF PHUKET O e asiooppmisie
QSI Phuket is looking for Certified Native
English Speaking Teachers for 2020-2021 school year
. Car rent @ fair covid prices Preschool/Kind Teach
2017 late model Nissan March ¢ Mitsubishi Xpander, top model new car, monthly price B17,000. Car from 400 reschnoo in el'gﬂﬂen eacner
Bought Oct 2017. 51,000 KM. Excellent Condition. Upgraded Rims, tint & acces- i Bht daily, 8,000 monthly. Toyota Vios top model new, from 10,000 Bht monthly.
sories. All service at Nissan in Phuket. One owner. Call 098 269 5814. ¢ Call 0848474377. Email: stigisaan@gmail.com )
Qualifications:
: R R » Native English Speaking Teachers
Alcoholics Australian Visas « Bachelor or higher degree in Education Only
A nonymous R O LT PR . Exper?enm.: in I:ea.c:hmg is required
- e » Teaching license is preferred
- anad AgeriL. baned rght heve in Thailsnd
If you want to drink b segrlated in Mstrala I i h
that is your business Vour spplication willbe prepared and kodged for you niterested leac sy 8
e e T Please send email with the following attachments:
11 '_.-I-ii— J-:_-I-h Ll W o anaitd with all vina Eypes including Tourist. Partnes, * A cover lEtter WIth stati ﬂg
SIOPUAUS 0Urs b g e the position you are applying for
Daily Meeti T « Your resume with a recent photo
all' eetings » A scan of your education certificates
Patong, Chalong, Phone: 084 400 9487 and transcripts
Phuket Town, www.AustralianVisas-Thailand.com « A scan of your passport’s photo page
Bang Tao & Karon
CALL ﬂ%
Migration Agents Send CV to Phuket@qgsi.org
081 895 4763 Registration Number https://www.qsi.org/thailand/pkt Tel. 076 304 312
helpaaaphuket.org 1464995
Go glc, et com | WA MATLGOVAW
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Verstappen cruises in Monaco

Red Bull driver does hIS talklng on the track to grab season lead

Michael Lamonato
michael@boxofneutrals.com

ax Verstappen cur-
rently leads the
drivers champion-

ship for the first time in his F1
career to finally make good
on Red Bull Racing’s (RBR)
early-season pace.

RBR and Verstappen ar-
rived in Monte Carlo as fa-
vourites to win the Monaco
Grand Prix, but not even they
could have envisaged the dam-
age they’d deal to Mercedes.

While Verstappen cruised
to an easy victory last Sunday
(May 23) after leading every
lap, Lewis Hamilton strug-
gled to seventh. The result
was a dramatic swing in the
championships standings,
with Verstappen now lead-
ing Hamilton by four points
and Red Bull Racing leading
Mercedes by just one.

Strange though it may
seem to say given the closeness
of the tallies and the earliness
of the season, this was a must-
win race for Verstappen. The
Dutchman has had a faster car

Max Verstappen domlnated the Monaco Grand Prlx last Sunday (May 23) and now leads
the drivers championship for the first time in his career. Photo: AFP

for much of the year but has
seen chances slip through his
fingers through some on-track
mistakes and poor strategy,
while Mercedes has maxim-
ised its opportunities as it has
learnt to unlock the latent pace
of its capricious car.

The previous round, a
dominant Hamilton win at
the Spanish Grand Prix, sug-
gested Mercedes was poised
to stretch its championship
advantage.

“I think they still have
performance on us,” he opined
to British TV at the previous
race in Barcelona. “They’re
just making a lot of mistakes.”

It was perhaps the first
minor missive in a campaign
sure to be fought as hard off
the track as it is on it, and
Hamilton fired another volley
when F1 landed in Monaco
in an attempt to dominate
the psychological front and
ratchet up the pressure.

“Perhaps, as you know, he
feels that he has a lot to prove,”
he said of Verstappen’s on-
track aggression this season.

“But I am not necessarily
in the same boat there, and
I am more long term. It’s a
marathon, not a sprint, sort
of mentality, which is ulti-
mately why I have the stats
that I have.”

HOLLOW WORDS
But stones are best not thrown

in glass houses, and Hamilton’s
weekend-long difficulties en-
sured his words rung hollow
by Sunday evening.

Not only did the reigning
champion struggle with his
car’s propensity to under-
work its tyres around the
low-energy city streets, but
his team seemingly ignored
his suggestions to ameliorate
his problems through set-up
changes, leaving him seventh
on the grid at a circuit around
which overtaking is almost
impossible.

His strategy was com-
mensurately woeful, losing
him two places he got back
only due to the retirements of
other drivers — one of which
was teammate Valtteri Bottas,
for whom the misapplication
of a wheel gun blunted one
of his wheel nuts, leaving his
tyres unable to be changed in
a bizarre turn of event.

The collapse was as spec-
tacular as it was ironic, and
after a serene cruise to vic-
tory, Verstappen’s post-race
summation was blunt.

“Actions always speak
louder than words,” he said.
“I think that’s a good lesson

after this weekend — you have
to talk on the track.

“Yes, we as a team so
far have made the smallest
mistakes, and that’s why we
are ahead. So I hope we can
keep that going for the rest
of the season.”

The Monaco Grand Prix
is unlikely to prove a turning
point in the title campaign.
The circuit is the sport’s
greatest outlier in terms of
demands on the car, and
Mercedes always bounces
back strongly from these
howler weekends it has an
odd propensity to commit
once or twice a year.

But it was a reminder that
this championship is liable
to be defined by a team and
driver’s worst weekends as
much as it is by moments of
brilliance. Hamilton still has
more wins, but Verstappen has
yet to finish lower than second
in 2021, and his mastery of
his off days has won him a
four-point advantage.

There’s still so long to
go in this season of record-
breaking length, but words
will count for nothing at the
end of it.

US warns agamst Olymplc travel

OLYMPICS

THE UNITED STATES last
Monday (May 24) warned
its citizens not to travel to
Olympic host Japan, cit-
ing the growing risk of the
COVID-19 pandemic in the
Asian nation just two months
before the Games begin.

The warning came in a
travel advisory issued by the
State Department despite
Japan opening its first mass
vaccination centres in a push
ahead of the Games.

The decision was based

% THE SWINGING STICKS
Designed in Germany * Copyright & Patented
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A security guard outside
the Japanese Olympic
Committee headquarters
in Tokyo. Photo: AFP

primarily on government
health advice, as well as
“secondary factors such
as commercial flight avail-
ability, restrictions on US
citizen entry, and impedi-

The Swinging Sticks is a double pendulurn kinetic energy sculpbune

You may also have saen The

Sticks in the Iron Man 2 movie,

ments to obtaining COVID
test results within three
calendar days,” the advisory
said.

Just 2% of Japan’s popu-
lation of 125 million has been
fully vaccinated so far and
a recent surge in infections
has put hospitals under strain
with Tokyo, Osaka and eight
other regions under a state
of emergency.

The majority of athletes
and others staying in the
Olympic village will be
vaccinated before they enter
Japan, but inoculation is not
required to participate. AFP
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‘Lefty’ secures epic PGA win

PHIL MICKELSON BE-
came the oldest major winner
in golf history last Sunday
(May 23), the 50-year-old
left-hander capturing the
PGA Championship by two
strokes for his sixth and most
iconic major title.

The age-defying Ameri-
can took the US$2.1 million
(B66mn) top prize with an
epic victory for the ages,
producing a dazzling display
at windy Kiawah Island while
younger rivals faded.

Mickelson erased the
major age win mark set by
American Julius Boros when
he captured the 1968 PGA
Championship at age 48.

Mickelson ground out
a final-round one-over par
73 to finish 72 holes on six-
under 282 with South Af-
rica’s Louis Oosthuizen and
American Brooks Koepka
sharing second on 284.

It was the first major vic-
tory for Mickelson since the
2013 British Open.

The crowd, limited to
10,000 people by COVID-19
safety measures, roared with
every successful swing by

I

Phil Mlckelson hoists the Wanamaker Trophy after
winning the 2021 PGA Championship. Photo: AFP

Mickelson, creating an elec-
tric atmosphere all day on
the punishing Ocean Course,
the longest layout in major
history at 7,876 yards.

On the front nine, Mick-
elson answered three bo-
geys with three birdies in a
roller-coaster start, his most
astonishing effort a 50-foot
chip-in from the sand at the
par-3 sixth, for a two-stroke
lead at the turn.

World number 115 Mick-
elson sank a 12-foot birdie
putt at the 10th while Koepka
and Oosthuizen made bogeys
to leave “Lefty” with a four-
stroke edge.

Spectators created a sur-
real scene at the 18" hole,
swarming around Mickelson
after his second shot as he
tried to walk to the 18" green,

needing to three-putt from
16 feet for the epic triumph.

Outnumbered security
guards forced Mickelson
through a throng of thou-
sands of people who en-
circled the green chanting
“Lefty, Lefty,” and roared
with delight as he tapped in
for par to complete a victory
for the ages.

“It has been an incred-
ible day,” Mickelson said.
“Certainly one of the mo-
ments I’ll cherish my entire
life. I hope others find that
inspirational.”

Tiger Woods, a 15-time
major winner and long-time
Mickelson rival, did, tweet-
ing: “Truly inspirational to
see @PhilMickelson do it
again at 50 years of age.

'] thephuketnews
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Final day of Premier drama

Chelsea and leerpool edge top four as Leicester miss out again

FOOTBALL

iverpool and Chelsea
seized the final two
Champions League

places in a dramatic end to
the Premier League season
last Sunday (May 23), leaving
Leicester heartbroken for the
second consecutive campaign.

With Manchester City al-
ready guaranteed a third title
in four years and Manchester
United certain to finish second,
the focus was on the battle for
the remaining two places in
the top four.

Heading into the 38" and
last round of fixtures, just
one point separated Chelsea
in third place from Leicester
in fifth.

Two Sadio Mane goals
gave Liverpool a 2-0 win at
home to Crystal Palace, while
Thomas Tuchel’s Chelsea were
indebted to a late Leicester
collapse against Tottenham
at the King Power Stadium.

Chelsea lost 2-1 at Aston
Villa but were saved by the 4-2
defeat for Brendan Rodgers’
FA Cup winners.

Liverpool players celebrate Sadio Mane’s second goal which secured the club a third-
place finish and qualification for next season’s Champions League. Photo: AFP

Liverpool had to celebrate
the club’s first league triumph
for 30 years in an empty sta-
dium last season and their
Premier League title defence
was blown off course by a se-
ries of injuries to key players.

But they avoided the fi-
nancial hit of missing out on
Europe’s top club competition
by finding their form in the
final months of the season,
winning eight of their last 10

games to finish third.

“Outstanding, best I
could’ve dreamt of — we want-
ed this feeling, this game, this
atmosphere,” Jurgen Klopp
told the BBC after the win in
front of 10,000 fans.

“Finishing the season in
third is incredible, I can’t
believe it — credit to the boys.
I can’t believe how it worked
out in the last few weeks,
incredible.”

Chelsea were on the brink
of missing out on a top-four
finish, trailing at Villa Park as
goals from Bertrand Traore
and Anwar El Ghazi put the
home side 2-0 up.

Ben Chilwell pulled a goal
back, but in the end Chelsea
were saved by the Leicester
result to finish fourth, meaning
they can now focus on next
weekend’s Champions League
final against Manchester City

knowing they are in the com-
petition next season.

LEICESTER PAIN
Leicester were left to dwell on
another agonising near-miss,
just a week after winning the
FA Cup for the first time in
their history.

The Foxes, forced to settle
for a Europa League spot, also
missed out on the top four on
the final day of last season
when they were beaten by
Manchester United.

Leicester ended with more
days in the Premier League’s
top four than any other side
this season, adding to their
sense of frustration.

They appeared to be on
the brink of a stunning end to
their campaign as two Jamie
Vardy penalties saw them lead
2-1 with 16 minutes to go, but
a Kasper Schmeichel own
goal and two late Gareth Bale
strikes completed a turnaround
for Spurs.

Harry Kane was also on
the scoresheet in potentially
his final match for Spurs to
win his third Golden Boot
award.

The England captain fin-

ished one ahead of Liverpool’s
Mohamed Salah on 23 goals
and also picked up the prize
for most assists in the season
with 14.

“It’s hugely disappointing
for us,” said Rodgers. “We
fought so hard all season. |
always said you’re judged after
38 games and unfortunately
we couldn’t quite make it.”

West Ham secured a Eu-
ropa League spot by beating
Southampton 3-0 while Ful-
ham, West Brom and Shef-
field United had already been
relegated.

Tottenham finished seventh
to take a Europa Conference
League spot.

Sergio Aguero scored two
goals on his final home appear-
ance for Manchester City in
their 5-0 romp against Everton
after coming on as a second-
half substitute.

Pep Guardiola’s side, who
finished 12 points ahead of
Manchester United, celebrated
with the Premier League tro-
phy after the match.

The club also paid tribute
to Aguero, whose 184 Premier
League goals are the most by
any player for a single club.

Maradona doctors face murder charge

FOOTBALL

SEVEN PEOPLE UNDER
investigation over the No-
vember death of Argentine
footballing legend Diego
Maradona face charges of
premeditated murder, a ju-
dicial source has confirmed.
The accused — which
include Maradona’s neuro-
surgeon Leopoldo Luque,
psychiatrist Agustina Cosa-
chov and psychologist Carlos
Diaz — face eight to 25 years
in prison if found guilty.
The indictment is based
on findings by a board of
experts into Maradona’s
death from a heart attack
last year, a source from
the San Isidro Attorney
General's office, which is
leading the investigation,
said last Thursday (May 20).
That report concluded
that the footballing icon
received inadequate medical
care and was left to his fate
for a “prolonged, agonising
period” before his death,
which came just weeks after
undergoing brain surgery on
a blood clot.
“After so many injus-
tices, the case has come full

g @thephuketnews

circle,” the source told AFP.

The accused are prohib-
ited from leaving the country
and must appear ahead of
an inquiry between May 31
and June 14.

The legal proceedings
were prompted by a com-
plaint filed by two of Mara-
dona’s five daughters against
Luque, who they blamed for
their father’s deteriorating
condition after the brain
surgery.

Prosecutors believe
Maradona’s death was not
the result of malpractice or
negligent actions of his doc-
tors, but that they knew the
former soccer star would die
and did nothing to prevent it.

The prosecutors obtained
a series of messages and
audio that show that the
medical team were aware
that Maradona was using

alcohol, psychiatric medica-
tion and marijuana in the last
months of his life.

Among the conclusions
of the report, the medical
board said that “the signs
of life risk” shown by the
former Naples and Barcelona
star were ignored, and that
his care in his final weeks
was “plagued by deficiencies
and irregularities”.

The recriminations and
accusations over Maradona’s
death are taking place along-
side another case, over his
disputed inheritance, involv-
ing his five children, his
brothers and Matias Morla,
his former lawyer.

Maradona is an idol to
millions of Argentines af-
ter he inspired the South
American country to only
their second World Cup
triumph in 1986. 4AFP
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t has been confirmed
Ithat British International
School, Phuket (BISP)
and Cruzeiro Esporte Clube
of Brazil have extended their
successful academy partner-
ship agreement until 2023.
The Cruzeiro Academy
was established in Thailand
eight years ago in partnership
with BISP and has provided
football classes and coaching
to over 300 male and female
students during that time.
Initially, the International
Business Department of Cru-
zeiro EC set about interna-
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tionalising the club’s brand
in Asia, making Thailand its
regional hub via the partner-
ship with BISP. Little did the
executives know at the time
that the partnership would
blossom and develop into
such a strong and successful
project that carried the Cru-
zeiro brand so far and wide.

Over that eight-year
timeframe, the academy has
provided invaluable oppor-
tunities for many students in
Thailand with several earning
professional contracts with
renowned clubs. Mohammed
(Adam) Zamri, 18, made his
debut for Perak FC in the
Malaysian Premier League
earlier this year and 18-year-
old goalkeeper Pedro Haueisen
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de Souza signed his first
professional contract with top
Portuguese club S.L. Benfica
last year.

The academy has played
more than 100 tournaments
across Asia and throughout
the world in countries such as
Portugal, Spain and Cruzeiro’s
homeland of Brazil. Cruzeiro
is the only Brazilian club that
has such a partnership format.

“It is a great pleasure for
Cruzeiro EC to be part of this
fantastic program with BISP,
we hope that this academic,
sporting and cultural union
continues strong and last-
ing,” commented Director
of Cruzeiro Global Business,
Adriano Andrade.

“I feel privileged to have

been chosen and to have the
opportunity to lead the first
Cruzeiro Academy abroad,”
said coach Jonathas Candido
who spearheads the project in
Thailand.

“Starting a project like
this is not so simple. Brazilian
clubs were not very popular
in Asia and it was a great
challenge,” he recalled of the
challenging early years.

“We adapted Cruzeiro’s
training curriculum to our
situation, and fully followed
the teaching methodology.
We work directly with profes-
sionals from Cruzeiro and the
youth system of the club, and
from there we develop and
evolve the methodology on
a daily basis.
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The BISP Cruzeiro U19 boys squad. Photo: BISP Media

“Today I see that we have
won people’s respect and ad-
miration. Cruzeiro’s history of
conquests and glories reached
Asia, through the work of
several professionals who
collaborated with the success
of the program.

“Looking back, I see that
the whole sacrifice of leaving
the country and the distance
from the family was worth it!
The objective is being reached
and we will continue working
so that the name of Cruzeiro
Esporte Clube is big in the
four corners of the world,”
Jonathas added.

Today there are five Brazil-
ian football coaches working
with almost 300 athletes at
BISP, many of whom have

taken Cruzeiro to their hearts,
watching the games and sup-
porting the club with genuine
passion.

“BISP acknowledges
our professional association
with Cruzeiro Football and
recognises the high-quality
education and training given
to our students,” said BISP
Headmaster Simon Meredith.

“The coaches, led by Jon-
athas Candido, provide the
highest level of football train-
ing while contributing to the
whole school community in
many other ways. The suc-
cess of our football teams and
individual students, includ-
ing professional signings,
is a reflection of Cruzeiro’s
methodology and standards.”

Rawai Pool League steps up to save lives

THE RAWAI POOL LEAGUE
recently donated an Automated
External Defibrillator (AED) to
members of Kusoldharm Founda-
tion Emergency Rescue Volunteers
purchased with funds collected at
each of the 17 bars that play in the
league.

The device will be located on
their ambulance based out of Pa-

tong. Its main use will be by trained
technicians resuscitating people
involved in traffic accidents as well
as other incidents and is expected
to save lives across Phuket, the
league said in an announcement.

“The company providing the
equipment, Prosperous, based
in Bangkok, have committed to
providing an additional unit free
of charge each time the first one
is used to save a person’s life,” the
league said.

NEWSSTV uUVEGses-

“The aim is for all rescue ve-
hicles in Phuket to have a unit and
save lives.

“As a thank you to the Rawai
Pool League the Kusoldharm
Foundation Emergency Rescue
Volunteers have offered to train
staff at each of the 17 bars that
participate in the league and this
should take place in the coming
weeks once COVID-19 restrictions
are lifted,” the organisers added.

The Rawai Pool League plays

Rawai Pool League members Mark Laurence and Kelly O'Brien donate
the Automated External Defibrillator to members of the Kusoldharm
Foundation Emergency Rescue Volunteers. Photo: Supplied

its matches every Monday in Rawai
and currently consists of 17 teams.
For more information, visit the

website Rawai-Pool-League.com
or the Rawai Pool League page on
Facebook. The Phuket News
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