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& Deputy Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
speaks to the press at Phuket Provincial Hall
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eputy Prime Minister and
DMinister of Public Health
Anutin Charnvirakul and
Tourism & Sports Minister Phiphat
Ratchakitprakarn in Phuket last
Saturday (May 15) delivered a mes-
sage of support from Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha confirming that
Phuket will open to fully vaccinated
international tourists from July 1.
Speaking at a special meeting
convened at Phuket Provincial Hall
early this afternoon “to prepare for

the opening of the ‘Phuket Sandbox
1 July’ policy”, Mr Anutin brought
good tidings from Prime Minister
Prayut, who did not attend, despite
the announcement the night before
that he was coming to the island.

Present to receive the message at
Provincial Hall were Phuket Governor
Narong Woonciew, the island’s three
Vice Governors, President of the Phuket
Provincial Administrative Organisation
(PPAO, or OrBorJor) Rewat Areerob
along with a host of officials from
relevant government departments on
the island as well as representatives
from Phuket’s private sector.

“All stakeholders who are frontline
warriors working to solve the problem
of the COVID-19 epidemic situation
have earned the goodwill and concern
from General Prayut Chan-o-cha, who
also believes that Phuket is ready to
prepare for the opening of the Phuket
Tourism Sandbox on July 1 for sure,”
Mr Anutin said.

“Phuket will be a pilot province
that will bring the economy back up.
In the past, Phuket Province gener-
ated several hundreds of billions of
baht of income for the country per
year and Thailand relies heavily on
tourism income.

“Phuket is therefore an outpost
to revive the economy for whatever
country the government can support
[in receiving international tourists
from]. The government is ready to
act as soon as possible. This has been
clearly proved, such as by the large
number of vaccine doses that Phuket
has been allocated to vaccinate the
people in the area to cover all groups
and be as safe as possible as the
‘Phuket Model’,” he added.

Mr Anutin reiterated that all peo-
ple should be patient and persevere,
saying that he believed that through
vaccines “it will be game over”...

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Lile-il

B @thephuketnews

PHUKET'S QUAL:TY TiLE BOUTiQUE

An extensive range of exclusive tiles

suitable for every room in your home

LIVEGi89.5

20 Baht

NEWS

Crackdown on
meeting friends
bites hard

PAGE 3

LIFE

Expats rally to
support police
shooting victim

PAGE 8

SPORT ract 16

Foxes honour

Vichai with
FA Cu‘glory

NEWSCSTV



PHUKET NEWS

hitketGNews

THEPHUKETNEWS.COM IMFRIDAY, MAY 21, 2021

execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

B ‘Smart bus’
Bl under review
| for rollout > p6

Continued from page 1

“When the economy is good,
everyone gets better, so use patience
to believe that good things will fol-
low,” he said.

As part of his visit, Mr Anutin
handed over 100,000 doses of the
Sinovac vaccine ‘CoronaVac’ to
Phuket officials in order to continue
the mass-vaccination campaign on
the island.

Another 100,000 doses of Sinovac
vaccine arrived in Phuket on Tuesday
(May 18) and the mass-vaccination
campaign also resumed on Tuesday.

Speaking to the press last Friday
night, Vachira Phuket Hospital Di-
rector Dr Chalermpong Sukontapol
said, “I would say it is our good luck
to receive the number of vaccines
to accomplish our Phuket Sandbox
plan. We receive vaccine doses faster
than other provinces.

“We will start administering the
vaccine doses from May 18-28,” Dr
Chalermpong said.

“We will receive doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine in early June
to give to elders. The vaccine will
be given to those who are older
than 60 years old and to those who
have dangerous diseases [medical
conditions] over three days, from

The mass vaccinations resumed on Tuesday (May 18). Photo: PPHO

June 7-9,” he explained.

“Then we will administer a fur-
ther 140,000 doses of the AstraZeneca
vaccine to people from June 10-16,”
he continued.

“After that, we will give the
second injection of the Sinovac vac-
cine to those who received their first
injection in May. That will complete
our 300,000 people vaccinated with
Sinovac.

“For the 140,000 people who
will get the AstraZeneca vaccine,
they will develop immunity after
two weeks. They will get the second

injection in August,” he said.

“So, that will be 440,000 people
in Phuket vaccinated for the virus;
300,000 people will be fully vac-
cinated with Sinovac and 140,000
will have had their first jab of Astra-
Zeneca. That means we will be able
to open on July 1,” Dr Chalermpong
assured.

“For foreigners, migrant workers,
or expats working in Phuket, we will
arrange the vaccine doses and give
them to you before the end of June
for sure,” Dr Chalermpong said.

“We are living and working in

Phuket together. We will achieve
herd immunity together,” he added.

VACCINATING

FOREIGNERS
The Phuket Provincial Public Health
Office has confirmed that they are
now receiving registrations of for-
eigners working in tourism-related
businesses to be vaccinated under
the state campaign.

The registrations opened Tuesday
last week (May 11), but only for for-
eigners working in tourism-related
businesses.

The confirmation came from a
member of the task force that was
assigned to oversee the operation of
the ‘Phuket Must Win’ web portal.

The foreigners must be registered
to receive the state-provided vaccine
by a business or organisation that is
registered with a Phuket address.

Expats and migrant workers must
be full-time staff or a business owner
and must have a valid passport and
visa, a work permit that has been
valid at least six months, and a valid
mobile phone number.

The registration is subject to
approval by the PPHO. Approval
notification will be sent by SMS.

After being approved, registrants

will be allowed to book the location,
date and time to be vaccinated.

“Vaccination will start from June,
and the vaccine to be injected will
be AstraZeneca only,” the PPHO
assured.

The member of the ‘Phuket Must
Win’ web portal task force that The
Phuket News spoke to confirmed
that “tourism-related businesses”
included: Hotels and resorts; travel
agencies, tour operator and destina-
tion management company (DMC);
transportation and airline; restaurant;
shopping malls and department
store; souvenir shops; theme park;
entertainment venue; spa and health
massage businesses; theatres; beauty
clinics and salons; hospitals and
clinics; fitness, sport clubs and golf
courses; and schools.

“Foreigners working in other
businesses will be in the next phase,”
the task force member said.

“Please calm down and wait.
Every person will get vaccinated
for sure,” the administrator added.

“At this moment, the registration
site for tourism-related businesses
will have a button to register foreign
workers, while the button will not
appear for other businesses,” the task
force member explained.

Restriction on restaurants’ opening hours lifted

THE BAN ON PHUKET
restaurants having dine in
patrons after 9pm has been
lifted, but the ban on the sale
of alcohol in restaurants and the
consumption of alcohol on the
premises remains following yet
another provincial order issued
on Monday night (May 17).

The new order issued by
Phuket Governor Narong
Woonciew came just five days
after the latest order impos-
ing COVID-18 restrictions
came into effect last Thursday
(May 13).

The order issued on Mon-
day night was marked as in
effect from Monday (May
17), but the order itself was
published after 9pm.

Phuket Vice Governor
Piyapong Choowong told
The Phuket News on Tues-
day, “From the order, we just
follow the CCSA’s [the Cen-
tre for COVID-19 Situation
Administration in Bangkok]
approval.”

“Before this, all restaurants
in Phuket as one of the red
zone provinces could open
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for services until only 9pm,
but now the measure has been
lifted, but alcohol cannot be
served,” he said.

The CCSA last Friday yet
again revised its classification
of provinces in accordance
with the impact each province
was currently being affected
by COVID-19 infections.

Under the system, Phuket
is no longer a “red zone”
province, but instead now an
“orange zone” province where
restrictions on restaurant open-
ing times have been lifted.

Noodles and Thai Food

Opposite Kathu Park

According to the national
authorities, including the Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand
(TAT), public gatherings in
orange zone provinces are
limited to 50 people and mar-
kets and convenience stores
are now allowed to open for
their usual hours.

However, Phuket officials
have not yet confirmed that
these measures have been
relaxed in Phuket. The order
issued Monday night made
no mention of them.

Meanwhile, the order is-
sued on Monday night did
confirm that schools and other
“educational institutions”
can use their buildings for
studying, testing, training and
other activities as long as the
relevant COVID-19 prevention
measures were in effect.

“I would like to inform
the public that the CCSA
has allowed to open the in-
ternational schools and the
private schools, which is not
under control of the Ministry
of Education,” Vice Gover-
nor Piyapong explained on
Tuesday.

“The provincial order about
this will come later, in about
five days,” he said.

“The international schools

Governor Narong. Photo: PR Phuket

will be able to open next
Monday [May 24], but the
government schools will be
open on June 1 as ordered
previously,” he added.

The easing of some re-
strictions comes as Phuket
on Tuesday enjoyed its third
consecutive day with the daily
number of new infections
remaining in the single-digits.

The Phuket Provincial
Public Health Office (PPHO)
reported just four new cases
of people in Phuket infected
with COVID-19 for Monday
(May 17).

The PPHO has reported a
total of just 10 new cases over
the three days since the arrival
of Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Public Health
Anutin Charnvirakul and

Tourism & Sports Minister
Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn in
Phuket last Saturday (May
15): four on Saturday, two on
Sunday and four on Monday.

The four new cases on
Monday brought to 608 the
total number of people in
Phuket officially recognised
as infected with COVID-19
since Apr 3, said the PPHO
report.

Of the 608 cases so far,
468 have been discharged
from medical care.

So far Phuket has suffered
one death directly related to
COVID-19 since the ‘Third
Wave’ of infections began
on the island on Apr 3 — that
of a 71-year-old man who
was already suffering from
emphysema. The Phuket News
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he lack of clarity over
the law being laid
down directly at for-

eigners over whether or not
they may meet any friends
at their homes, even just one,
whether with or without alco-
hol being consumed, has left
the island in disarray over the
past week.

The saga began on May
9 after two foreigners were
fined B6,000 each for hold-
ing what was deemed to be
a party of just six people in
Cherng Talay.

The raid, arrests and fines
came at a time when provin-
cial officials had not clarified
any rule other than it was
illegal to hold a party not
approved by officials, who
have been announcing that
only events that cannot be
postponed — such as funerals
and weddings — may be held,
but only if less than 30 people
congregate and only if official
permission had been granted.

The “party” at Cherng
Talay involved six adults sit-
ting around a poolside table at
a private home. At least one
child was also at the home,
but there was no evidence to

The 12 arrested have swab tests taken at Phuket City Police Station. Photo: PR Phuket

suggest the so-called “event”
was any form of a “party”.
Three days later (May 12),
Phuket Governor Narong Wo-
onciew issued a new provincial
order, No 2553/2564, which
came into effect on May 13,
and is to remain in effect until
at least May 31 (see page 2).
The next day (May 13),
four days after the arrests
in Cherng Talay, the Phuket
office of the Public Rela-
tions Department (PR Phuket)
posted an updated version of
their notice of COVID restric-
tions in English, which said
that no friends were allowed

to gather at any home where
they are not staying.

In addition to the logos
of five government offices on
the island, the notice issued
also bore a clear warning
beside the Royal Thai Police
Immigration Bureau logo,
saying: “If you witness any
risky behaviour that could
lead to disease transmission,
please call 191, available 24
hours a day.

“Foreign offenders could
be deported and lose their
permission to stay in Thailand,
according to the violation
under the Immigration Act.”

Charges progress against venue
operators of Phuket mass parties

PATONG POLICE CHIEF
Col Sujin Nilabodi has con-
firmed that the managers of
the three venues where the
mass parties were held in
Phuket last month, marking
the beginning of the ‘Third
Wave’ infections on the is-
land, will face charges under
the Emergency Decree.

The “parties” were or-
ganised by Kolour beachside,
at Cafe Del Mar Phuket in
Kamala, Illuzion nightclub
on Bangla Rd and at the
Shelter Phuket Dance &
Night Club, also in Patong.

The parties were held
on Apr 2-3.

On Apr 7, Phuket Pro-
vincial Public Health Office
(PPHO) Chief Dr Kusak
Kukiattikoon confirmed that
Phuket had recorded eight
new cases of people being
infected with COVID-19.

At least four of those
cases had attended the par-
ties, he also confirmed.

Before Apr 7, Phuket had
enjoyed 103 days without
any new infections.

“We just filed the case
report to the [public] pros-
ecutor yesterday,” Col Sujin

g @thephuketnews

A screenshot taken from
a video of one of the three
parties held in Phuket last
month. Screenshot: via
Eakkapop Thongtub

told The Phuket News on
May 13.

Police are proceeding
with charges against three
people, he said.

“We are proceeding with
charges against the managing
director [one person] and the
manager [one person] of the
Shelter and Illuzion night-
clubs [both clubs are under
the same management], and
the manager of Café Del
Mar,” Col Sujin said.

“All three are charged
with breaching the Emergen-
cy Decree,” he confirmed.

“But the managing di-
rector and the manager of
Shelter are both also facing
a charge of operating an
entertainment venue without
a license,” he added.

Section 9 of the Emer-
gency Decree on Public
Administration in Emer-
gency Situation B.E. 2548
mandates that any person
found guilty of breaching
the Emergency Decree shall
be liable to up to two years’
imprisonment or a fine of up
to B40,000 or both.

Section 26 of the En-
tertainment Place Act B.E.
2509 (1966) mandates that
any person found guilty of
operating an entertainment
venue without a licence shall
be liable to up to one year
imprisonment or a fine of
up to B60,000 or to both.

Col Sujin explained that
the delay in filing the charges
with the Phuket Public Pros-
ecutor’s Office followed Re-
gion § Police Commander Lt
Gen Kitrat Panpetch ordering
a special investigation com-
mittee be set up to oversee
the investigation.

The investigation com-
mittee included officers from
Region 8 Police, Phuket
Provincial Police, Patong
Police and Kamala Police,
Col Sujin added.

The Phuket News

The notice made clear,
“No house party, no friends
gathering in the residence.”

The notice specifically
warned: “If they are not the
family members who already
live together in the same house
- NOT allowed”.

The order issued on May
12 mandates that it is pro-
hibited for people who are
not members of the family
staying in the house to join
the family for eating together
or for drinking alcohol.

The notice issued on May
13 did not clarify for which
purpose, if any, any number

of friends may gather at any
one house.

Also not clarified was
whether or not visits by friends
where eating or drinking is
not conducted were permitted.

Visits by other family
members not staying in the
house were not mentioned
at all.

At the time of going to
press, Phuket officials and
police had yet to be publicly
reported as enforcing the same
provisions to the same extent
on any Thai families across
the island.

Phuket officials did report
Patong Police arresting 11
people — reported as three
Thai ladyboys, five Thai
women and three foreign
men for sitting and drink-
ing together on the Patong
beachfront last Friday night
(May 14).

Officers arrested the dozen
perpetrators for illegally
gathering in contravention
of the provincial order is-
sued to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 across the island
and for drinking alcohol in a
public area — both provisions
that have never been unclear.

The group were taken
to Phuket City Police Sta-
tion in Phuket Town, where

PHUKET NEWS

Meeting friends now illegal

they underwent testing for
COVID-19.

Present to oversee the
swab sample collection pro-
cedure performed by medical
staff from Vachira Phuket
Hospital were Phuket Vice
Governors Vikrom Jakthee
and Piyapong Choowong.

Vice Governor Vikrom
explained that the provin-
cial government had set the
number of people allowed to
sit together drinking alcohol
to just two.

“Do not have a group and
drink together comp [compris-
ing more than two people].
This is because before there
was a cluster before among
a group of people involving
alcohol that caused infections
among more than 20 people."

However, the order issued
by Governor Narong included
a provision expressly banning
any people from visiting any
other person’s home for the
purpose of gathering. The
new order does not stipulate
how many people gathering
at a private home was to be
deemed illegal.

Adding to the confusion,
provincial officials have since
declared that groups of up to
four people may sit together
in a restaurant.

LIST YOUR

¢

PROPER,}'[Y

THROUGH OUR PROFESSIONAL TEAM

IR

Pasm

=\

BmecTe'c Hawen

KomaHaow

>

PropPeRTY 1 PHUKET

BUAKWMOCTDb

podheccMoHanbHON

Phone: 098 671 7328

LIVE@s9e .5~

Email: cs@propertyinphuket.com
www.propertyinphuket.com

Phitket

NEWSCTV



4 | PHUKET NEWS

Phitket GNews

CONTACT US

editor@classactmedia.co.th 076 612 550

PURIYA BEAVAN
Editor

CHRIS HUSTED
Executive Editor

084 307 7408
execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

BEN TIREBUCK
News / Sport Editor

061806 8132
editor3@classactmedia.co.th

* CHUTHARAT ‘UM’
2] PLERIN
Thai Editor

088 766 1615
thai@classactmedia.co.th

& KIATTIKUL ‘JoM’
CHUMANEE
Translator

082729 0270
translate@classactmedia.co.th

:-r
e
JASON BEAVAN
V General Manager
086 479 7471
gm@classactmedia.co.th
|
\L_]L'#

SIRIPORN (NOK)
SEANGMAS

Sales Support

086 479 7470
sales@classactmedia.co.th

NIRAVIT ‘MOS’ VORAVANITCHA
THANAPONG ‘OAK’ KHAO-AMPHAIPHAN
Graphic designers

Ul The Phuket News

# @thephuketnews

hitketGNews

THEPHUKETNEWS.COM IMFRIDAY, MAY 21, 2021

PHUKET SEVEN DAY WEATHER FORECAST www.foreca.com

High: +32°
Low: +27°
- Wind 14 m/s

FRI MAY 21 SAT MAY 22 SUN MAY 23
A ffM\
/

& a0 ;
S =
High: +31° High: +32°
Low: +27° Low: +26°
> Wind 14 m/s > Wind 11 m/s

m TUE MAY 25 WED MAY 26 THU MAY 27

iy =0

J J
. ; ;
High: +33° High: +34° High: +32° High: +32°
Low: +27° Low: +27° Low: +27° Low: +27°
o Wind 11 m/s o Wind 11 m/s o Wind 18 m/s o Wind 11 m/s

Immlgratlonopens Cherng Talay office
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huket Immigration
opened a new office
at Blue Tree Phuket in

Cherng Talay on May 11 to
provide services to foreigners
living in Thalang.

The office is open Monday
to Friday from 10am to 3pm,
but closed during lunchtime
from midday to Ipm. The
office is closed on public
holidays.

The office, which is cur-
rently staffed by just two of-
ficers, is located at Unit 9 on
the third floor of the Lifestyle
Village at Blue Tree Phuket,
located on Srisoonthorn Rd.

At this stage, the office is
open for only two services: 90-
day reports and a ‘Certification
of residence for foreigners’.

An officer at the new
Cherng Talay Immigration
office — who declined to give
his real name and asked to be
called only “Inspector Joe”

The new Immlgratlon office at Blue Tree Phuket in Cherng

Talay. Photo: Phuket Immigration

— told The Phuket News on
May 11 that the new office
was opened to help reduce
congestion at the main office
in Phuket Town “as well as
reduce the risk of people be-
ing infected with COVID-19.”

“Additionally, we know
that there are a lot of foreign-
ers living in Cherng Talay
and other areas of Thalang
District. This office will help
them save time instead of

going to the main office [in
Phuket Town],” he said.

“We will work transpar-
ently as our commander has
ordered by installing a sign
explaining how much it costs
for each service, so that for-
eigners can know that we do
not overcharge them,” Inspec-
tor Joe added.

“The sign has not been
installed, but it will be soon,”
he said.

The confirmation that a
sign will be posted at the
Cherng Talay office explaining
the costs of different services
follows The Phuket News
confirming that a foreigner at
the main Phuket Immigration
Office in Phuket Town last
week was asked to pay B300
for a formal notice confirm-
ing the foreigner’s address,
so that the foreigner could
renew his driver’s licence.

An officer at the main
Phuket Immigration Office
yet again confirmed to The
Phuket News that the request
for payment was a “misun-
derstanding” and that the
confirmation of address was
to be issued for free.

The request for B300 pay-
ment for the confirmation of
registered address by offic-
ers at Phuket Immigration
appears to be a recurring
problem. The same issue was
raised not even 12 months
ago.

Meanwhile, ‘Inspector

Joe’ at Cherng Talay said,
“For these first two weeks, the
office is like a ‘soft opening’,
as the office is not 100% ready
to open. We will review our
work and solve any problems
happening with providing the
services.

“We may provide more
services, such re-entry per-
mits and tourist visa exten-
sions, next month,” he said.

“Right now, we have only
two officers standing by at the
office. Foreigners who want
to come to receive the two
services do not have to make
any booking in advance,” he
added.

“Foreigners can walk in,
but they will need to take
a queue card at the front
of the office. We also have
some staff from Blue Tree
to facilitate foreigners for
queuing,” he said.

“Today was the first day,
and we have already had 20
foreigners come to the office,”
he noted.

NEWSGTV LVE

Motorbike rider jumps for
his life as car hits pole

A 35-YEAR-OLD MAN
escaped serious injuries as the
car he was driving slammed
into a power pole north of
Phuket Town last Saturday
afternoon (May 15), as did a
young man who leapt to safety
as downed power lines came
crashing down onto his motor-
bike while he was riding past.

Phuket City Police officers
and Kusoldharm rescue work-
ers were called to the scene,
near the Ministry of Finance
office on Trang Rd in Rassada,
at 2:10pm.

The officers arrived to find
a white Nissan Juke sedan
crunched into a power pole by
the side of the road.

The power pole had snapped
from the force of the impact,
bringing down nine other power
poles connected to it.

The broken section of the
power pole and high-voltage
cables still connected to it were
strewn across the bonnet and
roof of the car.

The power supply had to be
shut off before the driver, Ras-
sada resident Apichet Kandit,
35, could be safely removed
from the car. He was confirmed

Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub

to have suffered no serious in-
juries.

Nearby was an orange-and-
black motorbike, smothered by
high-voltage cables.

The rider of the motorbike,
a young adult male, told rescue
workers that he heard a loud
noise and saw the power pole
and cables coming down, and
literally jumped off the motorbike
to safety.

A local woman selling noo-
dles nearby also narrowly escaped
having the power cables coming
down on her stall.

No serious injuries were suf-
fered by any people at the scene.

At the time of going to press,
police had yet to confirm what
charges, if any, Mr Apichet will
face for the accident.

Eakkapop Thongtub

AT THE TIME OF GOING TO
press, police had yet to treat seriously
a formal complaint filed by a local
woman who was accused online by a
man claiming that she was a prostitute
who worked in Phoonpon Soi 11, now
a centre of a COVID infections cluster;
that she had slept with 20 customers in
three days; and that she was now infected
with COVID-19.

Phuket native Rungaroon Siela, 29,
appealed to the media last Friday (May
14) asking for help in bringing attention
to her case after she filed a formal police
complaint, but no action had been taken.

Ms Rung-aroon explained that the
accusations were posted through a Fa-
cebook account named “Art Poopsex”
on the preceding Wednesday (May 12).

The man had sent her messages, invit-
ing her to have sex with him, she said.

“I refused his invitation and blocked
his account. Then he got mad at me and
sent messages to another of my accounts,
but I have not replied to him,” she said.

“On the same day, a friend sent me a
screenshot of a post made by the account
on a group named ‘Khon Sode Phuket
(Mai)’ [Single People Phuket (New)],
which used my photo and posted false
information about me.

The post wrote: “Reminder, those
who are customers of Anny@Soi 11.
Please take a test quickly. Anny has
confessed to a doctor that she had slept
with 20 customers in three days. You
may be one of them. Go take a test”.

“After that I sent him a message

‘l am not a COVID- mfected prostltute

Phuket ntive Rungaroon Siela, 29.
Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub

and called him many times to ask why
he posted that. He replied once, ‘Already
deleted, done’, but I still see the false in-
formation shared through the Line app,”
Ms Rungaroon said.

“On Wednesday evening, I went to
Phuket City Police Station and filed a for-
mal complaint. After filing the complaint,
I returned home,” she said.

Ms Rungaroon said that she later found
the man’s true identity through a search
online. “I went to the police station again
yesterday to tell the police, but an officer
on duty at the time told me that I must
tell the officer who accepted the formal
complaint from me,” she said.

“I returned home and went back to the
police station again later to see the officer
who received my formal complaint, and
the officer told me that she was busy clear-
ing other documents and that she would
call me later,” Ms Rungaroon continued.

“I have not received any calls from
police so far, so I have to ask the media
to help me because I have been accused of
being a prostitute. My family and I have
been wrongfully shamed, and we must tell
the public,” she said. Eakkapop Thongtub
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Quarantme mess for road arrivals

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

eople wanting to enter Phuket
P who are not fully vaccinated

or cannot prove they have
tested negative for COVID-19 within
72 hours of arriving must serve a
14-day quarantine if they want to
enter the province.

Phuket Vice Governor Piyapong
Choowong confirmed the policy
through the live broadcast online
at 8pm Monday night (May 17)
following the meeting of the Phuket
Communicable Disease Committee.

Another official order issued by
Phuket Governor Narong Woonciew,
confirming the policy that was
already mandated by a provincial
order, was posted publicly at 10pm
Monday night.

Vice Governor Piyapong ex-
plained that until last Saturday
(May 15) people were allowed to
enter Phuket even if they were not
fully vaccinated and could not prove
they had tested negative for the
virus within 72 hours of arriving
if they passed a rapid antigen test
on arrival.

The rapid antigen tests were free
for Thais, paid for by the National
Health Security Office (NHSO)
until May 15, V/Gov Piyapong also
explained.

Not explained was that foreigners
were charged B500 for each test.

However, due to massive tail-
backs at the one checkpoint onto
the island, officials had continued
to provide the rapid antigen tests for
people arriving by road throughout
Sunday and Monday (May 16-17),
V/Gov Piyapong admitted.

“We do not have the budget to
provide the test for arrivals and on
May 16 many arrivals were unable to
meet our requirements [for entering
Phuket],” he said.

“So our medical staff provided
the rapid test on May 16 and today
[May 17], which arrivals had to pay
by themselves. The test cost was
B450,” he added.

The B450 fee for the procedure
was applied to both Thais and
foreigners, V/Gov Piyapong noted.

At no point previously had any
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Phuket officials publicly admitted
the tests were being continued so
that people could still enter the
province by means of passing a
rapid antigen test, a measure that
was discontinued on May 15 by
provincial order.

Not explained by V/Gov Pi-
yapong was that much of the prob-
lem stemmed from truck drivers
delivering fresh produce and goods
onto the island, who are required to
comply with the entry requirements.

Also directly affected were
people living in Phuket or Phang
Nga who relied on regular travel
across the bridge for work or other
business purposes.

Without the rapid antigen tests
available, each truck driver and
other person needing to cross the

Thai Navy divers safely recover
space junk fuel tank off Phuket

OFFICERS FROM THE
Royal Thai Navy Third
Area Command successfully
recovered a metal sphere
from the seabed off Phuket
on Monday (May 17) that
has now been confirmed to
be a discarded fuel tank for
a rocket, satellite or other
object heading for, or already
in, orbit.

Vice Admiral Cherng-
chai Chomcherngpat, Com-
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bridge would be required to prove
they had undergone a COVID test
at a hospital, a procedure that costs
around B3,000 per time.

Of note, while truck drivers
remained stuck at the checkpoint
onto Phuket, prices of fresh produce
at markets in Phuket Town have
been rising.

V/Gov Piyapong did admit on
Monday, “Some hospitals in other
provinces such as Phang Nga can
provide only 100 COVID tests a
day. That is not enough for what
the arrivals need.”

However, V/Gov Piyapong an-
nounced plainly on Monday even-
ing, “From today on, no rapid tests
anymore. Arrivals without any
documents must get the quarantine
order at the checkpoint.

“From the meeting today, the
committee altogether agreed to order
arrivals without the one of the two
documents to do quarantine for 14
days from May 18.

“If you stay in Phuket shorter
than 14 days, then you will be in
quarantine as long as you stay on
the island,” he said.

“Staff from the Phuket Public
Health Office [PPHO] will stand
by at the checkpoint and give ar-
rivals a quarantine order which will
be copied and sent to Emergency
Operation Center (EOC) in each
subdistrict,” he said.

“Then the EOC staff will go to

follow up your quarantine at your
homes or hotels,” he added.

“However, the checkpoint is
closed from 11pm to Sam, the PPHO
staff will provide the quarantine or-
ders [only] from 8:30am to 8:30pm,”
he said.

V/Gov Piyapong did point out that
day-trippers to Phuket were exempt
from any of the entry requirements.

They do not have to be fully
vaccinated, they do not have to
prove they have tested negative for
the virus within 72 hours of arriv-
ing, there is no longer the option
to take a rapid antigen test, and no
quarantine period will be applied.

“For day-trippers, they are al-
lowed to come, do their thing and
leave,” he said.

“We will come up with some-
thing that people will require later.
This is all we [the Phuket Commu-
nicable Disease Committee] have
agreed so far,” he said.

Of note, for people arriving
in Phuket at the airport, V/Gov
Piyapong would only say, “For
arrivals who come by plane, we
still keep the same measure. Only
arrivals who are fully vaccinated
or tested negative within 72 hours
are allowed to come.”

V/Gov Piyapong made no men-
tion of whether any quarantine
periods will be allowed for people
arriving by plane. That point remains
unclear.

mander of the Royal Thai
Navy Third Area Command,
explained to the press on
Monday that local fisherman
first spotted the object in
the shallows off ‘Koh Ael’
earlier this month.

“The Third Regional
Operation Center of the Thai
Maritime Enforcement Com-
mand Center [ThaiMECC3]
was informed by local fish-
ermen on May 1 that they
found a suspicious object
which looked like a bomb
near Koh Ael,” he said.

“Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) officers went
to examine and assured that
the item was not a bomb or
contained toxic substances,”
he added.

B @thephuketnews

“The EOD officers sent
photos [of the object] to the
Naval Ordnance Department,
which later confirmed that
the item is a part of a space
shuttle.

“Later, ThaiMECC3 sent
photos of the object to the
Geo-Informatics and Space
Technology Development
Agency [GISTDA] to check,
and they confirmed that the
item is a fuel tank for an
object heading for space.”

The fuel tank was be-
lieved to have previous-
ly contained hydrazine
(NH,NH,).

“GISTDA staff and of-
ficers of the Department
of Marine and Coastal Re-
sources have examined the

tank and found that all of
the hydrazine (NH,NH,)
had been used. The tank
has not had any effect on
the natural resources in the
surrounding area,” V/Adm
Cherngchai said.

“While collecting the
tank, all officers wore proper
suits and equipment, so I am
sure that the work [salvage
operation] had no effect on
the sea. We care about our
officers and the impact on
the marine environment,”
he added.

“The tank will be exam-
ined again for studying and
displayed in the museum of
GISTDA,” V/Adm Cherng-
chai said.

Eakkapop Thongtub
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‘Smart bus’ to save B15.2bn

Driverless buses under rewew to replace light rail mass transit

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

ransport Minister Sak-
I sayam Chidchob has
ordered an in-depth
analysis of a proposal to dump
the Phuket light-rail project in
favour of a ‘smart bus’ system
that would reduce the cost of
launching a mass transport
option on the island by some
B15.2 billion.

The order came on May
13 during a teleconference
Mr Saksayam held to follow
up the progress of transport
projects in regional main
provinces, reported state news
agency MCOT.

Mr Saksayam explained
that the Mass Rapid Transit
Authority of Thailand (MRTA)
has proposed to change the
type of transport system to be
rolled out in Phuket from light
rail to a bus-based operation.

The MRTA, which has
been officially assigned the
task of implementing the
Phuket mass transit project,
which up until now has been
focussed purely on building a
light-rail system, had already
conducted a preliminary in-
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vestigation into the proposal,
he said.

“The ‘smart bus without
driver’, or automated rapid
transit (ART), will reduce
the budget of the project by
about B15.289 billion. Ad-
ditionally, the time required
for construction will also be

shorter by about nine months,
which will allow us to set
lower fares for passengers,”
he said.

“At this stage, we have a
concept to set three different
rates of fare according to
service areas: within Phuket
Town, outside of Phuket Town,

and travelling between Phuket
Town and outside areas.
“For construction, the op-
tion that requires the least time
to complete will be chosen,
such as using precast concrete
and launching gantries,” he
added.
Mr Saksayam also ex-

plained that the Office of
Transport and Traffic Policy
and Planning (OTP) had dis-
cussed with the MRTA and
the Expressway Authority
of Thailand (EXAT) how
construction of the project
would affect traffic across
the island.

To resolve the issue, the
agencies suggested delaying
the launch of the Phuket mass
transit system until 2030.

“If we work on the con-
struction of the public trans-
port project and the Patong
tunnel project, which are
currently planned to open in
2026 and 2028 respectively, at
the same time, the construc-
tion will affect the traffic on
the island very much,” he said.

“However, if we postpone
the construction of the public
transport project to open in
2030, this can help reduce the
effect on traffic,” he added.

“I ordered the MRTA and
EXAT to present the action
plans and timeline for the two
choices within two weeks,”
Mr Saksayam said.

“After the COVID-19
outbreak has been resolved,
representatives from the two
agencies will go to Phuket to
conduct a public hearing,”
he noted.

“At this stage, Phuket City
Municipality has approved
the MRTA to work on the
public transport project on
Thepkrasattri Rd and Phuket
Rd,” he said.

Govt readies to reopen skies

THE TRANSPORT MINISTRY
is gearing up for the resump-
tion of air travel in November.

Transport Minister Sak-
sayam Chidchob said after a
meeting between the mem-
bers of the Civil Aviation
Board that he had asked the
Civil Aviation Authority of
Thailand to collaborate with
public health agencies, airlines
and airport authorities to lay
out measures to prepare for
the country’s reopening to
international visitors later
this year.

The measures, however,
should align with other coun-
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Travellers at Suvarnabhumi
airport. Photo: Bangkok Post

tries, Mr Saksayam said, re-
ported the Bangkok Post.

Thailand plans to wave
its mandatory quarantine
for vaccinated visitors to the
capital Bangkok and top tour-
ist destinations from October,
he said.
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The new plan could draw
3.5 million tourists this year,
generating B298 billion in
revenue, said Traisuree Taisa-
ranakul, deputy government
spokesperson, in a statement.

She said at least 70% of
residents in each of the 10
provinces planned for the
reopening must first be in-
oculated.

The board’s meeting last
Friday (May 14) also acknowl-
edged Thailand’s progress in
improving its civil aviation
sector in line with interna-
tional standards.

Bangkok Post
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Cabinet allows tax break on
software- related expenses

THE CABINET HAS AP-
proved a measure to allow
small- and-medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) to use
their software or computer
program-related expenses as
a deductible against corporate
income tax due, at the rate
of two times the expense in
some cases.

Revenue Department
Director-General Dr Ekniti
Nitithanprapas said the approval
is aimed at encouraging SMEs
to deploy digital technology
to upgrade their operations,
reported state news agency
NNT.

This new tax measure will
be applied to SME accounting
periods for 2021 and 2022, the
report added.

The three eligible expenses
include the purchase of software
or computer programs from
software firms, payment for
the hiring of developers to
create software or fees paid to
software service providers. All
these software firms, developers
or software service providers
must be registered with the
Digital Economy Promotion
Agency (DEPA).

The new tax measure means
that, besides depreciation,

SME:s can also use the cost of a
new computer for a tax deduc-
tion, not exceeding B100,000.
When hiring software develop-
ers or using software services,
SME:s can book the tax deduc-
tion at the rate of two times the
cost, not exceeding B100,000.
The tax break follows the
Labour Ministry confirming
that the law does allow em-
ployees of event organisation
businesses, forced to suspend
their operations because of
the COVID-19 crisis, to claim
compensation from the Social
Security Fund (SSF), noted
NNT in a separate report.
Labour Minister Suchart
Chomklin said operators of
such firms are desperate, as
conferences and functions
have been cancelled and the
firms’ activities have ground
to a halt, due to bans on large
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gatherings, and they can no
longer shoulder the expenses.

He explained that the prime
minister earlier ordered the
Social Security Office to review
the law and find out if these
employees qualify for com-
pensatory assistance. Now, the
Labor Ministry can confirm that
employees of event organizers
are eligible for compensation
from the fund.

Last week, the Event Man-
agement Association urged
relevant agencies to imple-
ment measures, including the
government’s 50% co-payment
subsidy, for the monthly sala-
ries of their employees for the
next 4-6 months, or until their
businesses return to normal,
and for the deferment of social
security contributions from
employers and workers for six
months. NNT

'] thephuketnews
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Moderna vaccine approved
vailable October

by FDA, a

Bangkok Post

he national Food and Drug Ad-

I ministration (FDA) has given

emergency use authorisation for

Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine, an FDA
official said last Thursday (May 13).

The vaccine is the fourth coronavirus
vaccine approved so far in the country.
Its use is valid for one year from May
13, said Paisan Dankhu, the secretary
general of the FDA.

The approval will allow commer-
cial vaccinations by private hospitals,
who have been given a green light to
give COVID shots made by Thai FDA-
approved manufacturers other than
Sinovac Biotec (CoronaVac), Astrazeneca
(Vaxzevria, Covishield), Pfizer (Comir-
naty), Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) and
Gamaleya (Sputnik V). The first two are
being given to people in Thailand while
the other three are being imported for
free vaccinations by the government.

Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine, which
will be offered as an alternative to As-
traZeneca and Sinovac, is expected to
be available in Thailand by October.

Paiboon Aeksaengsri, secretary-gen-
eral of the Private Hospital Association,
said the association is coordinating with
Zuellig Pharma Co, which is authorised
to export the vaccine. He expects 5-6
million doses will be shipped to Thailand
in the second half of this year.

He added that association member

moderna

hospitals would charge a standard price
of not more than B3,000 per person. The
price is for two shots, including insur-
ance and valued-added tax.

Mr Paiboon said the price of Moderna
shots will be set by the Government Phar-
maceutical Organisation (GPO) which
will act as the middle man to import the
vaccines since most vaccine manufacturers
do not sell directly to companies.

Uachart Kanchanapitak, chairman of
Ramkhamhaeng Hospital, said private
hospitals are surveying demand for the
alternative vaccine and will inform the
GPO. He said demand ranges from 10,000
doses to 1 million doses.

However, he advised people to get
their shots as soon as possible so the
country can achieve herd immunity.

He also cited research findings that
after people are fully vaccinated, their
third or booster shot can come from any

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine

COVID-19 mRNA vaccine
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= approved so far by the FDA in Thailand. Photo: AFP

manufacturer. He likened it to vaccines
against influenza which require a booster
shot every year.

Meanwhile, GPO deputy director
Sirinuch Cheewanpisalnukul said last
Saturday (May 15) a total of 4.5 mil-
lion doses of Sinovac’s vaccine have
been delivered to Thailand, including
500,000 doses donated by China that
arrived on Friday.

She said the GPO received another
500,000 doses of the Chinese-made vac-
cine on Saturday and another 1.5 million
doses will be delivered later this month.

The first batch of 200,000 doses of
Sinovac’s vaccine arrived in February,
followed by 800,000 doses on March 22,
1.5 million doses on April 10, and two
million doses this month so far.

As of last Friday, a total of 2,218,420
doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been
given to select people across the country.

Vaccine booking app for
foreigners coming soo

THAILAND NEWS

Kids get free internet
for studying at home

THE MINISTRY OF DIGITAL
Economy and Society has
joined forces with the Educa-
tion Ministry to arrange free
internet to support online
remote learning for Thai stu-
dents during the pandemic.

Digital Economy and
Society Minister Chaiwut
Thanakhamanusorn said on
Monday (May 17) the ministry
will provide a free unlimited
internet package, powered by
Thailand’s major mobile and
internet operators including
AIS, True, Dtac and the Office
of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunication Com-
mission, to help students move
their studies online.

Mr Chaiwut added the
ministry will also fit out as
many schools as possible
with fibre-optic high-speed
broadband to facilitate the
broadcasting of lectures and
seminars.

The two ministries will
also set up a joint committee
to manage online education
with work already begun on a
four-point strategy to minimise
the impact on children.

Where possible on-site
teaching will continue un-
der strict provisions, on-air
education via TV broadcasts
is being prepared, the avail-

A kindergarten pupil takes
an online class at home.
Photo: Bangkok Post

ability of on-demand learning
materials is being increased
and so is the production and
distribution of workbooks and
other collateral that students
can use at home.

The Education Ministry
will survey the number of
students in need of online
classes, while the Digital
Economy and Society Minis-
try will open 30 community
digital hubs for use as smart
classrooms in communities
across the country.

Meanwhile, the Office of
the Basic Education Com-
mission will hold admission
exams for Mathayom 1 and 4
students on May 22-23.

Students, teachers and
parents will have to follow
relevant sanitation instructions
at each venue and all tests will
have to be wrapped up during
a 9am — 12pm window each
day. Bangkok Post

THE GOVERNMENT IS DEVELOPING
a vaccination registration app especially for
foreign residents, who will also be eligible
for walk-in service as soon as it is available,
a spokesman said last Saturday (May 15).

Mass vaccinations could start earlier
than anticipated, said Natapanu Nopakun,
the deputy spokesperson for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, in his daily English-language
briefing on the coronavirus response.

He did not specify which vaccine brands
were available or the quantities delivered.
However, the programme would move ahead
quickly once supplies were available, he
indicated.

“The efficiency of vaccine jabs is not an
issue for Thailand,” he said. “We can give
doses very fast once we have the vaccines
in hand.”

The government has said that all residents
of Thailand — including expats, migrant work-
ers and other foreigners — would be eligible
for free vaccinations. However, there has
been confusion about the registration process.

The current Mor Prom (“doctors ready”)
mobile app and Line account is in Thai
only, and a Thai ID number is required to
register. However, some expats who hold
so-called pink ID cards, which come with
a Thai ID number, reported being able to
book vaccination times.

The Ministry of Public Health subse-
quently said the app was not intended to be
used by foreigners.

B @thephuketnews
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The Mor Prom app will be available for
foreigners soon. Photo: Bangkok Post

Mr Natapanu clarified last Saturday that
a new app especially for foreigners was in
development.

“As soon as the Mor Prom application is
ready for foreign nationals, we will let you
know,” he said.

Even if they do not make bookings us-
ing an app, foreigners will be eligible to use
walk-in vaccination services as soon as they
are officially opened, he added.

“For walk-in vaccination services, any
provinces that are ready to provide the vac-
cines can commence operations immediately.”

However, authorities would like to make
services to foreigners available in English
and other languages if possible. “To ensure
official facilitation and prevent any language
miscommunication, separate facilities for
foreign nationals are being discussed,” he said.

As of last Friday, the spokesman said,
authorities had delivered 2.2 million doses of
the coronavirus vaccine, including 800,000
second doses. Bangkok Post
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Aroon Thongplab W|th his wn‘e KuIthlda Chananan and children in happier times. Photo: Supplied |
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ocal expat Eric Smulders has
launched a campaign urging
people to support the wife of the
noodle vendor shot by a drunk-
en off-duty Phuket police officer
on Bangla Rd earlier this year.
Kulthida Chananan, 26,
told The Phuket News last
Wednesday (May 12) that so far she has
received just B20,000 from the Royal
Thai Police after Cpl Pornthep Chan-
narong, an officer with the Phuket
Provincial Police at the time, shot her
husband Aroon Thongplab while drunk

on Patong’s main nightlife entertain-

ment street in the early hours of Feb 23.

Pornthep, who has been stripped of
his rank and dismissed from the police
force, shot noodle vendor Mr Aroon, 25,
just before 6am while Mr Aroon was
returning from collecting a noodle bowl
from a customer down the street.

During the unprovoked attack, af-
ter shooting Mr Aroon in the stomach,
Pornthep continued his abuse by taunt-
ing and kicking Mr Aroon.

Pornthep has been charged with at-
tempted murder, carrying a firearm in
a public area without necessary reason,
and firing a weapon in a public area.

Mr Aroon survived the gunshot
wound and woke from a coma after be-
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Aroon Thongplab is currently in hospital after being shot by a drunken
off-duty Phuket police officer on Bangla Rd. Photo: Eric Smulders

ing rushed to Vachira Phuket Hospital,
but was left paralysed as the bullet had
hit his spine.

He will not walk again.

“I am glad he is now out of the ICU,”
Ms Kultida said at Vachira Phuket Hos-
pital last Wednesday.

Mr Aroon is now under care in a re-
covery wing at the hospital, she added.

“His condition has improved a lot
overall. He is able to move his arms and
his hands, and he can scoop up rice and
feed himself, but he still needs a tube
in his throat [to remove sputum],” Ms
Kulthida explained.

“He is unable to move any parts of
his lower body. The doctors’ latest con-
cern is a blood clot that he has in his
left leg,” she said.

Ms Kulthida explained that the
hospital has yet to present any bills for
treatment.

“There is still more to come, as my
husband still has physical therapy to go
through... If his condition improves, he
will be able to come home,” Ms Kulthida
said.

To cope with living expenses Ms
Kulthida has so far received B20,000
handed over by the commander of the
Region 8 Police. No other support has
been forthcoming, she confirmed.

“The case is still in process at the
Phuket Provincial Court. As for any
compensation, there have been no con-
tributions from the perpetrator. Until
today, we still have not heard anything
from them about this,” she said.

Moved by Ms Kulthida’s plight, Mr
Smulders, who runs the Soul of Asia
galleries at Surin Plaza and Porto de
Phuket, reached out to her to see what
support could be provided.

“This man’s life and that of his won-
derful family have been destroyed and
he will need help for a long time,” Mr
Smulders told The Phuket News.

“Even when he gets out of the hos-
pital maybe in a few weeks when he
can sit by himself he needs at least an
adjustable electric hospital bed with a
mattress, a suction device and suction
equipment, gloves, medication, and so
on,” he said.

Mr Smulders presently estimates
that the family, the couple have one
young daughter and a baby boy, will
need at least B25,000 per month, much
of that just for rent.

“The family needs to rent a larger
room as where they currently stay is
just too small. They also need to pay for
medical supplies, diapers, regular nurs-
ing care, and more,” he said.

“Before this horrible incident, Mr
Aroon looked after his wonderful fam-
ily with great love and care. He has two
children: one daughter and a young son
of six months. His wife is now basically
looking after her husband 24 hours a
day in the hospital whilst the children
are with the grandmother with no visi-
tors allowed at present due to COVID,”
Mr Smulders pointed out.

Ms Kulthida is overwhelmed in her
current situation, Mr Smulders noted.

Her words to him were, “I do not
know how to handle this horrible calam-
ity that hit our little family: we were
happy and content with our simple food
stall business where I helped him [hus-
band Aroon] wherever I could, with the
grandmother looking after the children.

“Due to COVID Soi Bangla is closed
and so is our mee [noodle] business,
which before provided us with sufficient
income. I cannot face all the expenses
as we need to move to a larger room
to accommodate my family, my grand-
mother and the medical needs of my
husband,” Ms Kulthida said.

“I am desperate for help until at
least we can restart the food stall.
Then with the help of the whole family
we can hopefully provide for ourselves
again, hopefully with my husband also
helping from a wheelchair or looking
after the kids,” she said.

Through his lawyer Jaruwan ‘Tum’
Kavindechatorn, Mr Smulders has
arranged for people to be able to make do-
nations directly to support Ms Kulthida.

Ms Jaruwan owns and operates
accounting company AC Consulting
Group Co Ltd and AC Legal Advisors
Co Ltd, both in Phuket Town (at 561/10
Phuket Rd, T. Taladyai A. Muang-
Phuket 83000, Tel: 076-250599, Mobile:
081-8931647).

“The owner of AC Legal Advi-
sors, Khun Tum, has agreed to report
regularly on the use of the funds and
on further news of Khun Aroon,” Mr
Smulders said.

Mr Smulders also confirmed that he
would very kindly double any donations
up to B100,000 maximum in total.

Contributions can be made directly to:
Account Name: Ms Kuntita Chananan
Account Number: 674 0397010

Bank Name: Bangkok Bank

Swift Code: BKKBTHBK

“After you make the transfer please in-
form me via email tum@aclegaladuvisors.
com, by LINE ID tum_jaruwan or by
mobile: 081 8931647, Ms Jaruwan noted.

'] thephuketnews



Chris Watson
chriswatsonth@gmail.com

11 the restaurants across the globe have
many distinct differences, but the truly suc-

cessful ones always have one standout factor:

consistently delivering excellence. It is what
singles out the exceptional. Rock Salt is un-

doubtedly one of these exalted few. From the
first time I dined here, nearly five years ago,
my expectations have always been exceeded.

I can count on one hand the number of restaurants
that have earned this rarely awarded “Watson” ac-
colade. The location does play a small part, idyllically
perched overlooking the bay, however as a seasoned
gourmand, I am no longer influenced by stunning
seascapes. Consistent excellence is not about stand-
ing still. It is about continually evolving, retaining
the best of the past, signature dishes, creations that
exemplify everything Rock Salt represents, whilst
passionately developing new plates to excite the pal-
ate. Rock Salt does this in spades.

This article is about Rock Salt’s recent fifth an-
niversary. However, one must acknowledge the truly
unique property that is its parent and “raison d’etre”,
the landmark luxury hotel The Nai Harn at which
Rock Salt is located. Often compared architecturally
to Santorini and certainly worthy of membership in
The Leading Hotels of the World, this hotel continues
to enhance its reputation as an icon in Phuket and
indeed in Thailand.

It also would be remiss not to mention the sadly
temporarily closed Prime. Whilst Rock Salt receives
my praise, Prime was yet another level, literally,
located above Rock Salt, I fondly recall dishes I ate
there, prior to closure. I do miss it.
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Moules Mariniere.

Back to Rock Salt and it is ultimately all about the
food. The fifth anniversary dinner I was invited to
enjoy with a lucky chosen few included a menu of Rock
Salt’s treasured signature dishes.

We begin with the always perfectly executed
breads and dips, followed by a number of appetisers,
including a crunchy “fritto misto”, including mussels,
prawns and day boat caught local fish, grilled juicy
lamb kofta spiced with mint and cumin and my per-
sonal favourite, yellowfin tuna tartare, vibrant and
refreshingly zingy.

Main courses continue to delight with the finger-
licking, number-one selling Piri Piri chicken, which
I am told can never leave the menu as this act would
inevitably lead to a diner revolt.

Next up a wood-fired-oven-roasted whole local red
snapper, best summed up as complex simplicity — a
chef’s ability to make the complex appear simple, a
technique that singles out the best of the best. The
last main dish, Moules Mariniéres, organic Port Phil-
lip Bay mussels classically steamed with white wine,
shallots, garlic and finished with a dash of cream and
Italian parsley.

The evening is completed with an innovative new
dessert of iced coconut parfait with textures of mango,
puffed rice, peanut and a stellar black sesame wafer.

Whilst I thoroughly enjoyed my evening of rekin-
dling my memories of Rock Salt’s signature dishes,
Rock Salt for me is also about other dishes which have
made brief but impactful appearances. I recall a car-
paccio of 150-day aged grain fed tenderloin, dressed
with piment d’espelette mayonnaise and ingeniously
topped with crisp dried anchovies and a blue swim-
mer crab risotto in crab bisque.

I also must acknowledge a newly added dessert of
Spaghetti Eis, which is well worth experiencing for
both the engaging story and the vanilla and straw-
berry combination.

At the heart of all great restaurants is the people.
Chef Mark Jones’ attention to detail in execution has al-
ways singled out all culinary offerings at The Nai Harn
and, of course, his talented home-grown team deserve
recognition. Our host for the evening, the ever-charming
General Manager of The Nai Harn, Frank Grassmann
is undoubtedly both ‘un vrai hotelier’ and raconteur.

Also, no restaurant is successful without a welcom-
ing and efficient service team led by Khun Goong who
never fails to recognise their regular clientele, despite
my somewhat infrequent visits.

Rock Salt is always a part of my schedule in
Phuket; occasionally dining alone, a simple but ex-
quisitely executed tuna tartare followed by an Angus
steak of any description, accompanied by one of Chef
Mark’s stellar sauces. One of life’s simple but oh so
welcome pleasures. Happy Birthday Rock Salt!

Chris is a former Michelin Guide Inspector who follow-
ing an international career in hospitality spanning 30
years in both the Middle East and Asia, has now set-
tled in Thailand and contributes a regular hotel and
restaurant column.

Beach Front Land
For Sale
in Khao Lak from
2.781 Million THB per Rai

Agents Welcome
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.55 Rai (392, EE-IJ Sgm) with Beachfront Land far Sale in Khao Lak (Can be Subdivided)
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ﬁ Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York

Across 53. Bro’s sib 24. Kentucky county

1. Aug. follower 55. Pinocchio, at times 26. Brit’s “Baloney!”
s 5. Some Olympians, 58. It’s super, in the 27. Ancient bl
1. What name is given to the pollen-producing reproductive organ nowada Kk netent assemyly
" ys SKy area
of a flower composed of an anther and filament? M s
9. Foreword, for short 61. “Beat it! 28. Copenhageners
2. What is famous actor Will Smith’s real first name? 14. “Aquarius” musical ~ 65. Noiseless 29. Alchemical solvent

15. Hair colorer 68. Squarely

3. Which Indian public holiday is also known as the ‘Festival of Lights'? ¢ Apple gizmo 69. Cash in Denmark 31. Essen basin

32. Kind of group, in

4. Name the three main classes of rock. 17. Blame unjustly 70. Eating disorder chemistry
20. Clipped 71. Porridge ingredient
5. Which Russian city was renamed Petrograd during World War 1?21 “Felicity” star, 72. Handwoven rugs 34. Traditions
Answers below, centre familiarly 73. “Idylls of the King” 32 Atelier item
22. “What are the ___?" character 36. Court figure
23. Islam’s global 39. Ancient
s U D o Ku gathering Down 42.___cheese
25. Inner: Prefix 1. Word with “up” or 43. Medical device
27. Seth’s father “out” 48. Nickelodeon
30. Georgian, for one 2.“___onDown the staples
33. Lots Road” 52. Chopper blade
37. ___Strip 3. Dock 54. An end to sex?
38. Flowering shrubs 4. Collector of detritus g5 Arctic native
40. ___grass S. SChO(_)I grp. 56. “Cast Away” setting
41. Arrogant and 6. Classic board game 57. Band with the hit
infl.exible 7. Fraction of thrice “Barbie Girl” .
1o, polsten flax o oo 59. Be different Solutions to last week’s puzzles:
45. Eurasian grass 9. “Rocks” o
46. Freshman, probably 10. Shot 60. Fishing, perhaps
47. Guru’s pad 11. Put one’s foot 62. Archaeological site
49. “To Autumn,” e.g. down? 63. Fungal spore sacs
50. Home of Vigeland ~ 12. Go through 64. “Beowulf”
Park 13. Crumbs beverage
51. Arabic for 18. Caribbean, e.g. 66. Mamie’s man
“commander” 19. 40-point melds 67. Balaam’s mount
Answers to this week’s Pop Quiz:

819qs1919d 1S (G ‘snoaugi pue ojydiowelaw ‘Aiejuswipas (7
‘llemiq (€ -paejiim (2 -uswels (T

This week

GOT YOUR

in history

May 21, 1998

President Suharto of Indonesia
resigns following the killing of
students from Trisakti University
carlier that week by security forces
and growing mass protests in Jakarta

mile per hour is the average . . .
against his ongoing corrupt rule.

speed of the Greenland shark,
Somniosus microcephalus.

'S
times to Pluto and back is how ‘ ,"- .__'
i |
far all the DNA in your body = -4k Royal Thai Army Chief Prayut Chan-o-cha, 2014,
could stretch, if uncoiled. S ik

May 22, 2014

General Prayut Chan-o-cha becomes
interim leader of Thailand in a
military coup d’état, following six
months of political turmoil.

35

percent of the world’s

population has 20/20 vision. May 23, 1934

Infamous American bank robbers
Bonnie and Clyde are ambushed
by police and killed in Bienville
Parish, Louisiana.
percent of Americans say they
have assigned seats in their
living rooms.

May 24, 1992

The ethnic cleansing in Kozarac,
Bosnia and Herzegovina begins
when Serbian militia and police
forces enter the town.

May 25, 1925

= = Scopes Trial: John T. Scopes is in-

dicted for teaching Charles Darwin’s

m I I o n theory of evolution in Tennessee.

Mexicans were deported May 26, 1897

from the US during the Great : Dracula, a novel by Irish author
Depression. An estimated 60% Shimmering sunset at Karon Beach. Photo by Cathy Bacorro Bram Stoker, is published.

of them were US citizens.

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket? May 27, 1907
Source: Uberfacts Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th Bubonic plague breaks out in San
Francisco. Source: Wikipedia
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CORPORATE SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

PP / ater 0 rnnﬁng & Crack Repau
\ Je | Ao
VERTIGO

VIDEQ PRC CTIONS

CM Asia Co., L quallty ser\rices 5Ince 2003
nfﬁcem asia.com 086-9439834

“Powerful Videos For All Industries”
Boost Awareness, Visibility & Build Trust

f B vertigovideoproductions.com v O

AC

AVC ENGINEERING

Home Automation MEP Engineering

Solar Power Lighting Design

081 970 0677 AVCPHUKET.COM

L-H _[[: SMARTI IT'ILE‘.‘E'»
il .[l a 1@.:‘-unl . Baan ¥¥ana - Cherng Talay

Tel: 076 620168

Plumber

German Waler Team Lid Part
Wi rapair what your fushand fveg

MASTERCRAFTSMAN
WE REPANT AND BLWLD NEW:

-ALL KINDS OF HOT AND COLD WATER SYSTEMS
SHOT WATER SOLAR SYSTEMS AND SOLAR PLWPS
POOL EQUVPRENT AND SERVICE

-REPAIR ALL KINDE OF WATER SYSTEMS AND POOL PUMPS

-A VARIETY OF WATER FLTRATION SYSTEMS TO AT YOUR NEEDS

SHOWROOM MEXT TO WAT CHALONG
OPEN FROM 8AM TO SPM

W, QU T N TR LO8TH

094 584 8368 (THAI) Email: gavmanwalaraamil yahoo. ds

089 645 4848 (GER / ENG)

New Year - New You
Get the life vou want w
xpal Life (

ith support

Conlact us today
an informal chat

expatlifecoacha

Lo arrange

outlook.com

‘We Clean
Phuket netl

LUXURY VILLA CLUB"

DIRECT * RENTALS * SALES

Villa and Yacht Websites
Photography, Videos, Drone
Villa Rental, Sales & Marketing
Property Inventories
25 Years Experience

3 T
Covid-19

I wiww.macnelsphuker.com

Mac-Nels
MACNELS SHIPPING PHUKET

ANY SHIPMENT ANY WHERE
i OFFICE: 076 603907
& MOBILE: CALL PETER 0863645862

TO TALK TO

PHUKET?

i CHauia

Contact: gm@classactmedia.co.th

hitketQNews
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WINDOW
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FIEL

rots, Fried mushrooms, Grilled Tomatoes — Yorkshire
pudding — Roasted Potatoes, Mashed Potatoes —
Gravy, Mushroom sauce, Horse raddish, Mint Sauce.
We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 350 baht
P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 175 baht P.P. www.shak-
ersphuket.com www.facebook.com/shakersphuket

26
MAY
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We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 325 baht
P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht P.P. www.shak-
ersphuket.com www.facebook.com/shakersphuket

RESTAURANT Mo N 24 RESTAURANT
BAR MAY BAR
28718 Vises Road 28718 Vises Road
Rawai Rawai 'F’:J ' kmmmp:.ﬂwm R T’ﬂ
OMi: 081891 4381 (Mi: 081891 4381
wiww. shakerspliuket. com wiww. shakerspliuket. com
shakerspluk erdgmaail com RE‘ R i shakerspludk erdgmail com
GPS: NoT 46,971 STA U NT GPS: NOT 46,971
E098 19001 BAR E098 19001
9818 Vises Road
. . Rawai . .
Friday Mussels night Oli- 081/891 4381 Wednesday Ribs night
1.2 Kg mussels served with French Fries Your choice, wiww. shakerspluket com 6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ Pork Ribs served
Your style: Mariniere, Provencale, Garlic & cream or shakerspluek erdgmati conm with Salad Buffet, Potato Salad & Choice of Sauces.
Thai style We have a kid’s playground zone. Price GPS: NoT 46971
vary from 295 baht to 350 baht depending on choice EG08 10001
ordered. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.
com/shakersphuket
Monday BBQ night

23
MAY

SUN

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked to
order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, Prawns
& Squids, salad buffet, Baked potatoes, potato salad &
various sauces, Bread, Buns & garlic bread. We have a
kid’s playground zone. Adults: 395 baht P.P. Kids under 12
years old: 195 baht P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.

FE Y O CEAR ETNESH T R 20 MINUTES
IENOTIT S 495 THE

FRALER, AR ALTTE AR, FATON

facebook.com/shakersphuket
RESTA UMNT In onengerad o with . -ty
thephuketnews.com ijlllkfm 1145
BAR
Q818 Vises Road
o ,,?";3‘ Sy PVC Phuket Food
LeHd Challenge 2021
wiw shakerspliuket. com
sheakerspiukeragmati com PVCPhuket.com presents the Phuket Food Chal-
GPS: No7 46 971 lenge! Are you sick of paying for your meal even
EG98 190018 though you finished the whole thing? Running now
at Lets Meat Phuket Town, Islander Rawai and Aus-
sie Bar Patong you can earn your meal, worth 495
baht, for free! If you can finish your special sausage
Sunday roast sandwich in less than 20 minutes! Check out Phuket
12PM — 9PM: All you can eat Sunday Roast Buffet Food Challenge on Facebook for full details. na-
Beef, Pork & Lamb — Cauliflower, Broccoli, Peas, Car- than@pvcphuket.com

PROPERTY
FOR RENT

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

PROPERTY
FOR RENT

CARS, TRUCKS
FOR SALE

Y %]

HALF PRICE CONDO

. L i Mission Heights LAGUNA AREA i
18 Seater Mitsubishi Bus x 2 ¢ Land is 1,656 square meters approx on 3 Chanote titles. : 200m to Bangtao, 2 pools, Jacuzzi, sauna, gym, BBQ, 140 :
18 Seater Mitsubishi Bus (2 buses), Year December 2011. i Has concrete road, water and electric. Small quiet village : sqm. Free: bikes, electric scooters, drinking water, coconuts, : Ocean View 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Units Available. 2 Com-
Yellow Registration Plates. THB 950,000 (each). Contact: : close to Mission Heights. I'm looking for 4.5 million Baht, : 3TVs, Netflix, 200TV channels. HALF PRICE 076 324404 : mon Area Pools. plrkata@outlook.com, +66909959767,
Robin Lee on Mobile [061 829 8293. i negotiable. Call 093 629 4400. i phuket@casuarinashores.co i Graham Herdman

CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE

Land for sale near
Kata Gardens Private Pool

Kata Gardens Private Pool Penthouses. Walk to Beach

QSI é QSI INTERNATIONAL IE.:' ::I‘:‘:-"lru:l;;l.-
¥ SCHOOL OF PHUKET G e s st

QSI Phuket is looking for Certified Native
English Speaking Teachers for 2020-2021 school year

Car rent @ fair covid prices

2017 late model Nissan March ¢ Mitsubishi Xpander, top model new car, monthly price B17,000. Car from 400
Bought Oct 2017. 51,000 KM. Excellent Condition. Upgraded Rims, tint & acces- i Bht daily, 8,000 monthly. Toyota Vios top model new, from 10,000 Bht monthly.
sories. All service at Nissan in Phuket. One owner. Call 098 269 5814. ¢ Call 0848474377. Email: stigisaan@gmail.com

Preschool/Kindergarten Teacher

Qualifications:
» Native English Speaking Teachers

Alcoholics Australian Visas « Bachelor or higher degree in Education Only
» Experience in teaching is required
nonymous e A Al Vs o Bt Adie? P ot Pey
Ano nymous e » Teaching license is preferred
SOt WS ol ORI Interested teachers

Vour spplication will be prepared and lodiged for you

that is your business

8 veell 3t expert slvice 34 %0 the bet

brduyehepra okt Please send email with the following attachments:

» A cover letter with stating
the position you are applying for
+ Your resume with a recent photo

Yo wantio
e Wee Can aasiid with ol via types iIncluding Tourist, Partnes.

cinn it 1= nnre Weork, Study arc Family wisas,
LIPS A Ll LR OALRLE Een

a2 via refusal - cur beam specialise in getting you

- - thae result you want
|IliI|H HI}EIIIIHS » A scan of your education certificates
Patong, Chalong, Phone: 084 400 9487 and transcripts
Phuket Town, www.AustralianVisas-Thailand.com « A Bcan ufynur passpurfs Phﬂlﬂ page
Bang Tao & Karon
CALL M . ke
Migration Agents SendCVio P t@gsi.org
081 895 4763 Registration Number https://www.qsi.org/thailand/pkt Tel. 076 304 312
help@aaphuket.com 1464995
AL mMAragovau

Google [ mmashasm |
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Red Bull need Monte Carlo win

Monaco’s tight street circuit offers chance to rein in Mercedes

FORMULA ONE

Michael Lamonato
michael@boxofneutrals.com

he most famous race of them
I all, the Monaco Grand Prix,
returns to the Formula 1
calendar this weekend for the first
time since the pandemic struck, and
no-one will be happier to see it back
that Max Verstappen and Red Bull
Racing (RBR).

The Dutchman and the energy
drinks manufacturer are 14 and 29
points behind respectively in the
championship stakes, and though the
23-race season is only four rounds
old, Lewis Hamilton’s control of the
Spanish Grand Prix gave a sense that
Mercedes is beginning to swing the
momentum in the title fight.

Mercedes has ruthlessly capital-
ised on a string of minor but costly
errors from RBR to take three wins
and three poles from four weekends
with arguably the slower car for
much of that time. And with the
seven-time constructors champion
growing only stronger as it betters
its understanding of its car, there’s a
risk RBR has missed its opportunity
to strike.

The Monaco Grand Prix, held
around the famously tight and twisty

LR
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Max Verstappen and Red Bull Racing will be looking for victory on the streets of Monaco this weekend
as the Grand Prix returns to the principality for the first time in two years. Photo: AFP

streets of Monte Carlo, presents
Verstappen and his team with a
golden chance to stem the bleeding
and reassert control.

The super slow speed city circuit
has historically been a RBR strong-
hold, even if the headline stats — four
wins in a decade, 2010—12 and 2018,
to Mercedes’ five — suggest little dif-
ferent from standard transmission.

In 2016 the race was there for the
taking after Daniel Ricciardo took
pole, but a series of pit stop blunders
dropped him to a distraught second

20 years experience.

Weather-sealing.

CMI SOLUTIONS

Eui]-rling Renovation & R::pair Services

place behind eventual winner Lewis
Hamilton.

In 2013 too RBR clearly had the
faster race car but fractionally missed
pole, forcing Sebastian Vettel and
Mark Webber to cruise to the flag
behind the sluggish Nico Rosberg
given the dearth of overtaking op-
portunities.

In all but one of the remaining
four grands prix at least one RBR
driver finished within 10 seconds
of the leader, and in two of those
events one of the Austrian-branded

cars took the fastest lap of the race.

Even in the team’s fallow seasons
the RBR aerodynamic philosophy
has played well in slow corners,
loading up the car with downforce
other chassis struggle to generate
at such a relatively pedestrian pace.
In 2021, when the car is an overall
match for Mercedes in 2021 rather
than just a street circuit special-
ist, logic would suggest the team
should have a decisive upper hand
in Monte Carlo.

There’s a small hint to be gleaned

from the otherwise dissimilar Spanish
Grand Prix, whose circuit features
an unusually slow and clumsy final
sector comprising a tight chicane
that demands a well-behaved car
with good traction.

Unsurprisingly RBR topped the
time sheet for that sector ahead of
Mercedes. More interesting still is
that the team trialled but ultimately
didn’t race in its highest downforce
specification in Spain, suggesting
there’s even more performance to
come at a circuit that requires grip
above all else.

But there is another crucial ele-
ment to be considered and that is
the uniquely punishing circuit itself.

The Monte Carlo layout is the
least forgiving in Formula 1, its
walls omnipresent and ready to snap
suspension or shatter wings for even
the smallest of mistakes, sometimes
ending a weekend on the spot.

After a two-year pandemic hiatus
the drivers and teams will need to
reacclimatise to the sport’s biggest
adrenaline rush, and it will be the
most level headed, not necessarily
the outright fastest, who will prevail.

On the evidence of the season to
date the calmest heads have rested on
Mercedes-clad shoulders. In Monaco
it’s up to Max Verstappen and RBR
to prove they’re equal to the fight.

McGregor tops athlete rich list

McGregor was one of only
four athletes to earn more
than $100 million in 2020,

Professional building exterior repair and renovation services with over

Building Inspection services, Concrete Repairs, Re-painting, Waterproofing,

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

superstar Conor McGregor was
the sporting world’s highest-
paid athlete in 2020, raking in
around US$180 million (B5.6
billion) with earnings boosted
by commercial ventures, ac-
cording to a May 12 Forbes
report.

The 32-year-old Irishman
only fought once in 2020,
earning around $22 million
from his victory over Donald
Cerrone in January.

The bulk of the former

Conor McGregor. Photo: AFP

plumber’s pay packet came
via his successful business
activities, which included
the sale of his Proper Twelve
whiskey brand.

according to the report.

Barcelona superstar Lionel
Messi was second on the list
with $130 million in earn-
ings, followed by Juventus
idol Cristiano Ronaldo with
$120 million.

Dallas Cowboys quarter-
back Dak Prescott was ranked
fourth on the list with $107.5
million followed by LeBron
James with $96.5 million after
a year that saw him lead the
Los Angeles Lakers to the
NBA Finals crown. AFP

CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION & O74 304 312 « QSLORGIPHUKET
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Goalkeeper Alisson turns hero

goalscorer

FOOTBALL

Ben Tirebuck
editor3@classactmedia.co.th

or a player who is tasked
F with keeping out goals

and the attacking threat
of opposition players, Liv-
erpool goalkeeper Alisson
Becker demonstrated an in-
credible ability at the other
end of the pitch last Sunday
(May 16) when he registered
an invaluable strike for his
team.

Alisson’s goal in the 95
minute was remarkable in
several ways, not least of all
because it was the winner in a
tightly-contested game against
already relegated West Brom
at the Hawthorns.

The 2-1 victory was cru-
cial for the current league
champions as it keeps them in
touch with a possible top-four
finish and therefore qualifica-
tion for next season’s champi-
ons league — a key deliverable
for all connected with the club.

The manner in which the
28-year-old Brazilian regis-
tered his crucial strike was
impressive.

With only seconds left on
the clock, already deep into

ML
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Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson Becker celebrates scoring
Liverpool’s winning goal against West Bromwich Albion
last Sunday (May 16) with teammates. Photo: AFP

injury time, the ‘keeper ven-
tured forward for a Liverpool
corner. It is witnessed often
when a team is desperately
chasing a result but very rarely
does anything positive tran-
spire. It literally is last chance
saloon, throwing everything
but the kitchen sink at the
challenge.

Trent Alexander-Arnold’s
delivery was decent but Alis-
son still had much to do. In
an example of impeccable
timing he showed fantastic
technique to rise, arch his
body and glance a deft header

precisely into the top corner
of the net to send his team-
mates into wild delirium. It
was a goal that any outfield
player, any centre-forward
of renown, would have been
very proud of.

Whereas Alisson became
the sixth goalkeeper in Pre-
mier League history to score,
it was the first occasion in
which a goalkeeper has scored
a competitive goal for Liver-
pool in their entire history,
dating back to 1892.

“I just tried to run into a
good place and be there to try

verpool

and help my players, to bring
a defender, but no one fol-
lowed me and I am lucky and
blessed,” a beaming Alisson
told Sky Sports post-match.

“You can’t explain a lot
of things in my life, the only
reason is God and he put his
hand on my head today and
I’'m feeling very blessed,”
he added.

“It’s an unbelievable head-
er, I've never seen anything
like that, good technique. |
wasn’t sure what I was see-
ing,” commented Liverpool
manager Jurgen Klopp.

Alisson dedicated the
achievement and paid an
emotional tribute to his late
father who tragically drowned
aged 57 in Brazil in February.

“I'm too emotional, this
last month for everything
that has happened with me
and my family, but football
is my life, I played since I
can remember with my father.

“I hope he was here to see
it, I’'m sure he is celebrating
with God at his side.”

Should the goals dry up in
future for their attacking trio
of Mohamed Salah, Roberto
Firmino and Sadio Mane at
least Liverpool now know
who to turn to!
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Kane wants to leave Spurs

TOTTENHAM STRIKER
Harry Kane has told the club
he wants to leave at the end
of the season, according to
reports last Monday (May 17).

Kane is unhappy at Tot-
tenham’s lack of progress
this season and is willing to
leave after 12 years with the
north London side, according
to Sky Sports.

The England captain re-
portedly wants his future
resolved before the delayed
Euro 2020 starts on June 11.

Kane’s contract with Tot-
tenham has another three
years to run and chairman
Daniel Levy is known to be
a tough negotiator, which
could ruin the 27-year-old’s
hopes of a quick resolution.

Tottenham refused to be
drawn into debating Kane’s
future in public as they focus
on their final two Premier

League games, with Europa
League qualification in their
sights.

Premier League champi-
ons Manchester City, Man-
chester United and Champions
League finalists Chelsea have
all been mooted as likely suit-
ors for Kane, who has scored
32 goals in all competitions
this term.

Paris Saint-Germain,
managed by Kane’s former
Tottenham boss Mauricio
Pochettino, and Spanish gi-
ants Real Madrid have also
been linked with the striker.

Kane, a product of the
club’s youth academy, has
scored 220 goals in 334 total
appearances for Tottenham,
establishing himself as one
of the world’s best forwards.

He has regularly spoken
about his desire to win tro-
phies, but is yet to land one
with Tottenham, who are
without major silverware since
the 2008 League Cup. AFP

Fury-Joshua fight in jeopardy

TYSON FURY’S HEAV Y-
weight unification fight with
Anthony Joshua could be put
on hold after an independ-
ent arbitrator ruled that the
WBC heavyweight champion
must face former champion
Deontay Wilder in a rematch,
US reports said on Monday
(May 17).

ESPN and The Athletic
website said retired judge
Daniel Weinstein upheld
a claim lodged by Wilder
that Fury must face him in
a third fight by September
15 following their February
2020 title battle.

While the arbitrator’s
ruling is not a formal court
order, it would be deemed
enforceable by courts if
Wilder and Fury are unable
to reach agreement, reports
said.

Monday’s ruling comes
just a day after Fury an-
nounced he had agreed to
fight Joshua in Saudi Arabia
on August 14 where the
WBC, WBA, IBF and WBO
heavyweight belts will be up
for grabs.

“Massive announce-

g @thephuketnews

ment FURY VS JOSHUA
IS ON AUGUST 14 in The
kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
The worlds (sic) biggest
sporting event all eyes on
us,” Fury wrote on Twitter,
describing the bout as “100
percent on.”

Monday’s ruling does
not necessarily torpedo the
money-spinning all-British
Joshua-Fury fight in the
Middle East.

Wilder could yet agree
to waive his right to a third
meeting with Fury — for a
lucrative step-aside fee — or
seek to obtain a commitment
from the Fury and Joshua
camps that he will fight the
winner of the Saudi Arabia
showdown.

—

Weinstein’s ruling on
Monday did not grant Wild-
er any monetary damages
and also said an extension to
the September 15 deadline
was permissible if both the
Wilder and Fury camps
could reach agreement.

Neither Fury nor Wilder
have fought since clashing
in Las Vegas in Febru-
ary last year, where Fury
outclassed the previously
unbeaten American to win
via a seventh-round techni-
cal knockout.

The two fighters had pre-
viously clashed at the Sta-
ples Center in Los Angeles
in 2018, battling to an epic
draw after Fury survived a
12 round knockdown. AFP
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Leicester City players celebrate their FA Cup final win against
Chelsea last Saturday (May 15) at Wembley stadium. Photo: AFP
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Ben Tirebuck
editor3@classactmedia.co.th

eicester City fans were
on cloud nine last Sat-
urday (May 15) as their

team won the FA Cup for the
first time by defeating Chelsea
1-0 at Wembley.

Belgian Youri Tielemans’s
sensational strike from 25
yards in the second half turned
out to be the winner, sending
Foxes fans into raptures as
they recorded their first final
win at the fifth time of asking.

In saturated conditions
the game itself was relatively
incident free until the 63
minute goal then a dramatic
finale when Kasper Schmeichel
produced two outstanding
saves to preserve his team’s
lead before the Video Assistant
Referee (VAR) intervened to
overrule what Chelsea thought
was a last gasp equaliser.

“It is such an amazing feel-
ing, in particular as a British
coach,” Leicester manager
Brendan Rodgers told the
BBC post-match.

“I have grown up watching
this all my life and to eventu-
ally be here and be a winner in
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the FA Cup is special.”

The victory was extra
poignant for the club’s Thai
owners. Vichai Srivaddhanap-
rabha, founder of the King
Power Group, bought the club
in 2010 and set the goals of
winning the Premier League
and FA Cup, the two titles they
had never achieved at the time.

The Foxes created his-
tory in 2016 when they won
the Premier League at odds
of 5000-1. In October 2018
Vichai was tragically killed
in a helicopter crash outside
Leicester’s home ground.

“I know this was a dream
of Khun Vichai’s, so to be able
to deliver that today is a good
feeling,” Rodgers said on the
club’s website, dedicating the
win to the late Thai owner.

FAIR COMPETITION
Saturday’s final provided cheer
and optimism far beyond just
elated Foxes’ fans. The occa-
sion took on a more significant
meaning given the challenging
times of late and seemed very
much as a victory for the game
of football itself.

After a long, hard season
that often felt so soulless due
to the lack of fans in stadia,
ongoing issues and controversy
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TOP MAN: Leicester City’s chairman Aiyawatt ‘Top’
Srivaddhanaprabha with the FA Cup. Photo: AFP

with technology being fused
into the game and the overt
greed of clubs connected to
the European Super League
(ESL), this final seemed almost
cathartic in many ways.

It was the first major sport-
ing event that permitted fans
to attend since the COVID-19
pandemic struck 14 months
ago with 22,000 spectators
creating an atmosphere more
akin to three or four times
that. Hearing and seeing fan
involvement reminded one ex-
actly how soulless any sport is
without it and it was a delight
to behold.

One thing that Leicester’s
triumph certainly achieved
was a shot across the bows of

those advocating the recently
ill-fated ESL.

Chelsea were among the
clubs to sign up to the failed
project last month that would
have created a closed shop
for the elite with no chance
of fair competition for others
via a promotion or relegation
system.

Leicester epitomsed why
such a structure is so impor-
tant with their league win in
2016 and again on Saturday.
They are very much upsetting
the usual order of the “big
six” clubs in England, sitting
third in the Premier League at
time of press and on course to
qualify for Champions League
football next season.

“The success of this team
and club is getting to positions
like this and competing,”
commented Rodgers.

“The so-called bigger clubs
are expected to win but our
success is competing and if
we can perform like today we
can go and win,” he added.

“After everything that has
happened this year, I'm sure
there were people hoping
from a neutral perspective
that we could go on and upset
the odds.”

That they certainly did. It
is what makes the beautiful
game so special, in particu-
lar the FA Cup where the
unexpected often happens. It
may not have been a David
versus Goliath match-up but
it did reiterate the notion of
competition where the win is
attainable for all.

It also demonstrated the
special bond the Leicester
owners have with the club.
Current club chairman Ai-
yawatt ‘Top’ Srivaddhanap-
rabha, son of the late Vichai,
joined in celebrations on the
pitch and the warmth and
respect between him, play-
ers, management and fans
was clear for all to see. It was
heartwarming and a dynamic

that much maligned owners
from the likes of Manchester
United, Liverpool and Arsenal
can only dream of.

VAR PROBLEMS
One issue that remained on
Saturday was the effectiveness
of VAR, something that has
been frustratingly disruptive
and divisive all season.

The decision to overrule
what Chelsea believed to be
a late equaliser was correct
as Ben Chilwell was indeed
offside, even if only by a
hair’s breadth. Previously that
would have stood meaning an
unfair outcome could have
materialised.

However, an enraged Chel-
sea manager Thomas Tuchel
felt VAR’s lack of interven-
tion was crucial when a clear
Ayoze Perez handball in the
build up to Tieleman’s won-
der strike went unpunished
proving there is still work to
be done on the VAR front.

Ultimately, it may not have
been the greatest game in the
competition’s history but the
occasion and what it stood for
was fantastic, a day when we
collectively remembered why
football matters and why it is
loved so much by so many.
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