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eputy Prime Minister and
D Minister of Interior Anutin

Charnvirakul has ordered
action against at least 19 tourist ac-
commodation venues on the island
deemed to be operating illegally as
hotels.

Speaking at an event at Ley Phang
Beach, where Anutin claimed victory
in reclaiming beachfront land from
illegal encroachers, the Deputy PM
announced that 19 venues, totaling
more than 800 guest rooms, were
found to provide rooms on a daily
basis in the style of a hotel but were
operating without a hotel license.

Anutin said he became aware of
the illegal hotels through information
provided by the Kathu District Office,
saying that many of the illegal hotels

‘? 3.

were located in the Malin Plaza area
in Patong, as well as other areas in
Kathu District.

Anutin highlighted that his policy,
and that of Deputy Minister of Interior
Chada Thaiseth, was “to emphasise
policies to organise society and sup-
press influential people”.

Therefore, he ordered the Depart-
ment of Provincial Administration
(DOPA), under the direction of DOPA
Director-General Orasit Samphan-
tarat, to conduct a fact check on the
information provided and investigate.

It was found that there were estab-
lishments that advertised and opened
daily rooms in the style of hotels. The
businesses collected room rent on a
daily basis, but had no hotel business
license, Anutin said.

“And the owner/administrator,
most of them are foreigners. The
inspection found 19 targets, totaling

more than 800 rooms,” he said.

Officials had been tasked with
proceeding with the investigation
in order to press charges against
offenders, he said.

The investigating officers com-
prised officials from the Drug Sup-
pression and Peacekeeping Operations
Team (DOPA Force), the Department
of Provincial Administration, Phuket
Provincial Office. Kathu District Of-
fice, Phuket Provincial Police, Patong
Police Station as well as officials from
the Phuket Provincial Public Works
and Town & Country Planning Of-
fice and from the Phuket Provincial
Revenue Office, he added.

The official report of his announce-
ment marked that illegally operating
a hotel without a licence was punish-
able under Section 15 and Section 59
of the Hotel Act, B.E. 2004. If found
guilty, the offender faces up to one

year in jail or a fine of up to B20,000,
or both — and a daily fine of up to
B15,000 throughout the period that
the violation has continued.

“The actions of operators in this
manner affect Thailand in various
ways, whether it is safety and hygiene
for the people who use the service,
and the safety of the building that
may have been altered without per-
mission,” Anutin said.

“And in the economic aspect,
there may be tax evasion and activi-
ties related to money laundering by
foreign capital groups,” he added.

“In addition, some illegal foreign
investor groups have monopolistic
behaviour in attracting foreign tourists
from the same nation to stay. This will
affect local operators and operators
with legal licences.

“The Department of Provincial
Administration has therefore...
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Free Phuket Town EV bus
set for delayed Iaunch
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THE LAUNCH OF THE
free electric bus service in
Phuket Town has been de-
layed, and will now launch
today (May 17).

The delay was an-
nounced by the local
consortium of companies
Phuket City Development
Co Ltd (PKCD) on May 8.
The service was initially an-
nounced to start on May 9.

“The Opening day of
EV bus ‘The Dragon Line’
will be commenced on
May 17", 2024,” said the
announcement.

“Apologize for the delay
due to the licensing process,
and thank you for your un-
derstanding and support,”
the announcement added.

PKCD joined forces
with the Sustainable Tour-
ism Development Foun-
dation to launch the free
air-conditioned electric bus
service in Phuket Town.

The service, free for all
local residents and tourists,
will initially operate every
day as a trial period. Buses
will operate along a circular
route every 30 minutes,
from 11lam to 10pm.

The bus route features
16 stops, as follows:

* Opposite Limelight Phuket
* CIMB (CIMB Bank)

* Phuket Terminal 1 (the
old bus terminal)

* Royal Phuket City Hotel
* Opposite Pearl Hotel

» Kaset Market (Fresh
Market)

* Office Mate

» Ko-Ang Seafood

* Opposite Red Plaza

* Coffee talk (next to SCB
Bank)

* Opposite Krungthai Bank
* [slamic Bank

* Phuket Thaihua Museum
* Dibuk Rd

» Wat Mongkolnimit

* Limelight Phuket

Bhummikitti Ruk-
taengam, Chairman of the
Sustainable Tourism Devel-
opment Foundation, noted
at the project launch last
month that the project was
the result of “the problem
of traffic congestion and
the problem of insufficient
parking in Phuket Town”.

“The project provides a
travel option for tourists and
local residents, and helps
them choose to use public
transportation, especially
by using a clean energy
vehicle,” he said.

“This project will use
electric buses to reduce air
pollution. This will help
reduce the problem of car-
bon dioxide that is caused
by air pollution as well
and promote and support
exchanges and connections
between government agen-
cies and the private sector,
and related sectors,” Mr
Bhummikitti concluded.

The Phuket News

Campaign underway to
target |Ilgal hotels

Continued from page 1
...integrated with relevant agen-
cies to arrest illegal offenders,
including in matters such as
building modifications and
building misuse, tax evasion
and money laundering,” he
concluded.

A SOFTER APPROACH
While Anutin was speaking to
the media at Lay Phang, Deputy
Minister of Interior Chada
Thaised and his entourage
travelled to Patong in person to
explain the investigations there.

Mr Chada explained
that the investigations were
launched following complaints
submitted by Kathu District
Chief Theeraphong Chuaychu.

In total, 21 properties were
under investigation for oper-
ating without a licence, but
only two were deemed to be
“owned” by foreigners and
managed by Thai people, Mr
Chada said.

A key concern was work
such as converting a com-
mercial building into a hotel to
provide services to the public,
namely tourists, Mr Chada said.

Mr Chada also pointed
out that a softer approach was
being taken than Antunin was
alluding to while speaking to
the press at Ley Phang.

“We talked and understood
with establishment owners
and administrators in order to
proceed according to the law
correctly. Initially, wrongdo-
ing was found. Therefore,
comparisons and fines have
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been carried out according to
the law along with recommen-
dations to business owners to
proceed correctly by contacting
and enquiring with the local
administrative organisation
[Patong Municipality] and
the Kathu District Office to
find a solution together,” Mr
Chada said.

“Operating a hotel busi-
ness without a licence affects
business operators who oper-
ate legally. They are robbed
of their jobs and careers. In
addition, illegal hotels may
not have a security system.
If there is a fire or incident in
the hotel, tourists staying may
not receive security protection
and various rights of care and
assistance,” he added.

“While visiting the area this
time, we listened to opinions
from business operators who
have been stuck with problems
regarding requesting a licence
or being able to legally operate
correctly. This information
will be used to find solutions
to solve problems together so
that everyone can operate under

the same law,” Mr Chada noted.

“The Ministry of Interior
has a plan to fix this. The over-
all city plan is modernised to
keep up with the expansion of
the economy and the context
of the country,” he said.

Mr Chada’s closing remarks
tacitly admitted all the ongoing
issues local guest accommoda-
tion operators in Phuket have
had to contend with to legally
register as hotels.

Gen Anupong Paochinda,
Minister of Interior at the time,
on June 7 last year issued the
required ministerial regulation
change to allow small guest ac-
commodation venues — namely
“boutique hotels” — to be legally
registered as hotels, as long
as they complied with safety
requirements.

The ministerial regulation
change came into effect on June
20 last year.

Tourism Council of Thai-
land (TCT) President Chamnan
Srisawat himself was in Phuket
in June last year to head a
two-day ‘SME Restart’ event,
promoting the fact that small

hotels could finally register
as legally recognised hotels.

However, Phuket remained
the only province in the coun-
try where the bureaucratic
mechanisms were not in place
to allow small and boutique
hotels to register to become
legally recognised as hotels
under the law.

The unexplained delay in
Phuket officials allowing small
hotels to register resulted in a
delegation representing small
hotel owners in Phuket appeal-
ing to the Senate for help in
September last year.

Only in February this year
did Kathu District Office finally
have an online system through
which operators could register
to have their small accommoda-
tion venues legally registered
as hotels.

Yet despite even that an-
nouncement, Wirintra Paphaki-
tyotphat, head of the Tourism
Council of Thailand (TCT)
Region 11 branch, which rep-
resents Phuket, Phang Nga and
Krabi, still had to include in a
special request to Prime Min-
ister Srettha Thavisin during
his visit to Phuket only last
month for the central govern-
ment to provide assistance to
small hotels, pending follow-
up and approval — concerning
the determination of areas
and environmental protec-
tion measures within Phuket
by the end of April, as per a
draft announcement from the
Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment.

UK Ambassador Gooding meets the Governor

PHUKET GOVERNOR SOPHON
Suwannarat welcomed British Am-
bassador to Thailand Mark Gooding
to the island on May 7, with discus-
sions focusing on tourist safety.
The meeting, held at Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall, ws held to help develop
relations between Phuket and the
British Government, said a report
by the Phuket branch of the Public
Relations Department (PR Phuket).
Governor Sophon emphasised the
significance of safeguarding tour-
ists, particularly in mitigating road
accidents involving motorcycles and
ensuring water safety, said the report.
The Governor also highlighted
the collaborative effort between
the Phuket Provincial Office and
various consular representatives in
disseminating vital information and

promoting cultural respect among
visitors, the report continued.

Of note, the British Government
does not have a consulate in Phuket.

Highlighting the positive contri-
bution of British tourists to Phuket’s
tourism industry, Governor Sophon
noted that travelers from the United
Kingdom ranked fourth in terms of
number of visitors, and that very
few British tourists were involved
in crimes.

Governor Sophon reiterated
Phuket provincial officials’ com-
mitment “to nurturing a safe and
welcoming environment for all
visitors”, the PR Phuket report said.

With a focus on land, air and
water safety, Phuket provincial of-
ficials have rolled out comprehensive
measures aimed at minimising risks
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for tourists, the report noted.

For land transportation, stringent
regulations have been implemented,
including thorough inspection of
driver’s license documents and pro-
viding essential information about
Phuket’s challenging road conditions,
the report said.

Emphasis was placed on adher-
ing to traffic rules, particularly the
mandatory use of safety helmets,
it added.

With regards to water safety,
lifeguards are stationed along the
beaches in three shifts of eight hours
each, ensuring round-the-clock
surveillance and swift response to
emergencies, the report said.

The Phuket News understands
that the only beach where there are
any night patrols is at Patong, where

night patrols that include lifeguards
are carried out through a project by
the Patong Development Foundation,
founded and headed by Preechavude
"Prab’ Keesin, son of former Patong
Mayor Pian Keesin.

Red flags warn tourists where
swimming is prohibited due to
dangerous conditions, namely strong
rip currents, the report continued,
though in reality the red ‘no swim-
ming’ flags are often ignored.

Efforts are also underway to en-
hance safety protocols for activities
such as parasailing, with the estab-
lishment of specialised associations
dedicated to upholding security
principles and safety standards, the
report said.

The collaborative efforts between
Phuket Province and the British
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Embassy underscore a shared com-
mitment to prioritizing tourist safety
and fostering sustainable tourism
practices. As Phuket continues to
welcome visitors from around the
globe, these proactive measures aim
to ensure a memorable and secure
experience for all, the report con-
cluded. The Phuket News
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Anutin declares war on
local influential | people
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eputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister
of Interior Anutin

Charnvirakul has declared
a campaign to eradicate in-
fluential people, both Thai
nationals and foreigners, in
Phuket.

Deputy PM Anutin an-
nounced the campaign in
front of an assembly of 550
officers at Phuket Provincial
Police Station on May 9.

Addressing the need to
tackle various forms of crimi-
nal activity, including drug
trafficking, illegal gambling,
human trafficking, and envi-
ronmental degradation, Dep-
uty PM Anutin emphasised
the “urgency of the situation”,
said an official report of the
assembly.

He outlined a multi-
pronged approach involving
the deployment of special
task forces at both provincial
and district levels, compris-
ing administrative officials,
military personnel and law
enforcement officers.

Among those present for
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the assembly were Phuket
Governor Sophon Suwan-
narat and leading figures from
national law-enforcement
agencies.

Joining DPM Anutin were
Deputy Minister of Interior
Chada Thaiset along with, Or-
ansit Samphantharat, Director-
General of the Department of
Provincial Administration;
Pornpoj Penpas, Director-
General of the Department
of Land; Sayam Sirimong-
kol, Director-General of the
Community Development
Department; Gen Kriangkrai
Srirak, Chairman of the Ad-

visory Group to the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of Interior; and Traisulee
Traisanakul, Secretary to
the Minister of Interior and
spokesman for the Ministry
of Interior.

Leading the Phuket con-
tingent was Phuket Provincial
Police Commander Pol Maj
Gen Sinlert Sukhum, joined
by heads of local government
agencies, local administrative
organisations (OrBorTor and
municipalities), police officers
and members of the Volunteer
Defense Corps (OrSor).

Of note, at the assembly

Deputy PM Anutin was wear-
ing his uniform bearing the
official insignia of the OrSor
featuring the White Elephant.
As Minister of Interior, Dep-
uty PM Anutin serves as the
commander of the OrSor
throughout the country.

The campaign is aimed at
bolstering security and order
in the Phuket area, Deputy
PM Anutin said.

The campaign is focussed
on organising social order
and targeting influential fig-
ures. He also highlighted the
government’s commitment to
this cause under the directive
of Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin.

The operation, which in-
volves more than 550 officials
from various agencies, aims
to swiftly address societal
issues and clamp down on
criminal elements plaguing
the region. Special attention
will be given to areas expe-
riencing heightened criminal
activities, with a focus on
disrupting criminal networks
and ensuring the safety and
well-being of residents and
tourists alike, Deputy PM
Anutin said.

British expat killed
as van runs red light

LOCAL RESIDENTS IN
Kamala have expressed outrage
over the lack of action taken
against a Phuket van driver who
struck and killed a 65-year-old
British woman on May 5.

Zoe Luckett, a long-term
resident in Kamala, was killed
by a white passenger van at the
main intersection in Kamala
about 9pm.

The van driver had run a
red light at the intersection
at speed. After hitting Ms
Luckett, and sending her body
more than 20 metres down the
road, the van came to a stop.

However, the speed of the
van and the force of the impact
killed Ms Luckett instantly.
Regardless, an ambulance
soon arrived and transported
Ms Luckett’s body to Patong
Hospital, where she was for-
mally pronounced dead.

Kamala Police have yet to
respond to or publicly recog-
nise the accident. Police told
local residents that the CCTV
cameras at the intersection
were not working, and hence
did not record the incident.

However, CCTV footage
from local businesses in the
area has been refused by po-
lice, local residents told The
Phuket News.

CCTV screenshot: Supplied

One source claimed that the
driver of the van was not even
subjected to an alcohol test.

“We want justice for Zoe
first and foremost,” one local
expat told The Phuket News.

“And secondly we want to
highlight the danger of this
main road that has become
nothing short of a race track
for taxis and motorbikes, with
multiple deaths occurring here
since it became a four-lane
highway in the middle of a
small town,” the expat noted.

“We need to push for traf-
fic control (speed humps and
signage) to stop these speed-
ing idiots and stop any further
deaths in our small town. How
much is one life worth versus
the small cost of installing traf-
fic control measures,” he added.

Ms Luckett was a long-
term resident expat living in
Kamala for many years and
loved by the whole community,
the expat concluded.

The Phuket News

Phuket 'Pride’

IN AN EFFORT TO PROMOTE IN-
clusivity and stimulate tourism, Phuket
City Municipality is gearing up to host its
‘Discover Phuket Pride 2024 (@ Old Town’
festival. Scheduled for Saturday, June 29,
the event aims to celebrate the LGBTQ+
community while driving economic growth
in the urban area.

In announcing the event, Phuket Town
Mayor Saroj Angkhanapilas emphasised
the collaborative effort between the munici-
pality, government agencies, civil society
groups and the private sector to make the
event a reality.

The goal is to showcase Phuket as a
welcoming destination for all and to foster
understanding and acceptance of diverse
sexualities in society, Mayor Saroj said.

“Phuket, known internationally as a
tourist hotspot, embraces its status as a
city open to various rights and diversities.
Among these is the LGBTQ+ community,
which advocates for the rights of individuals
with diverse sexual orientations and gender
identities,” Mayor Saroj noted.

The event aims to promote coexistence
and equality by raising awareness about
LGBTQ+ rights and fostering social ac-
ceptance. Pride parades, such as ‘Discover
Phuket Pride 2024 @ Old Town’ are to
held annually in June, designated as ‘Pride
Month’ to commemorate the Stonewall
Riots of June 1969, Mayor Saroj explained.

Scheduled to take place from Spm to 7pm
in the historic Phuket Old Town area, the
event will feature a vibrant parade show-
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to go on show
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casing the grand rainbow flag — a symbol
of LGBTQ+ pride and diversity around the
world. More than 300 participants have
already registered to join the procession,
highlighting the community’s enthusiasm
and support, mayor Saroj explained.

In addition to the parade, the event
will offer various activities organized by
government agencies, private enterprises
and community groups, including concerts
by renowned artists, campaigns promot-
ing awareness about sexually transmitted
diseases and initiatives aimed at boosting
tourism and the local economy.

"Discover Phuket Pride 2024 @ Old
Town" promises to be a celebration of
diversity, equality, and unity, reinforcing
Phuket’s reputation as an inclusive and
welcoming destination for all travelers. With
its blend of cultural heritage, entertainment,
and advocacy, the event is set to become
a highlight on Phuket’s annual calendar,
attracting visitors from around the world,”
Mayor Saroj said. The Phuket News
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Suspect arrested for
Soi Ta-iad acid attack

POLICE HAVE TRACKED
down and arrested the suspect
wanted for an acid attack on
Soi Ta-iad in Chalong.

Officers arrested Chaeree
Pantoh, 33, at a friend’s rented
house near Baan Samkong
School, Chalong Police Chief
Col Ekkarat Plaiduang con-
firmed.

Considering the nature of
the attack, Phuket Provincial
Police Chief Pol Maj Gen Serm-
phan Sirikong ordered officers
to expedite their investigation
and to track down the suspect
as quickly as possible.

Two teams of officers were
assigned the case, with one
team to gather the evidence
required and obtain an arrest
warrant, the other to track down
the suspect, Pol Col Ekkarat
explained.

The incident occurred at
11:20pm on May 7, he said.

The victim was a salesper-
son at a pharmacy, he added.

The culprit drove up on a
motorbike, splashed acid onto
the victim then fled on the
motorbike, he explained.

Chaeree then sought medical
attention at a hospital in Phuket
Town before seeking refuge at
a friend’s place in Samkong,
where officers arrested him,
Pol Col Ekkarat said.

Chaeree has been charged
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with assault causing serious
harm, Pol Col Ekkkarat con-
firmed.

A friend of the victim told
reporters that Chaeree and the
victim were not lovers, and
never had been.

The victim was the object of
Chaeree’s desire. The feelings
were not reciprocated.

“The two of them aren’t
lovers. They were just friends
from the same district. Only he
thought they were seeing each
other,” the friend said.

“The victim once told me
that this man had a jealous,
overthinking temperament,”
she added.

“I feel very bad about what
happened to my friend. This
man is very selfish. Even when
they ate noodles [my friend]
had to pay for it. She helped
him with everything.

“This man is terrible... My
friend is a beautiful person and
has a good personality, and my
friend had acid splashed all over
her because of him," she said.

Eakkapop Thongtub

Man confesses to

shootmg friend

Eakkapop Thongtub
editor@classactmedia.co.th

40-year-old man
whose body was
found in the jungle

behind the Karon View Point
late on May 5 was shot by a
friend who thought he was a
mouse deer.

Police were alerted to the
discovery of the body at about
11:30pm. Officers arrived at
the scene, in the jungle behind
the Sabai Corner Restaurant,
to find the body of Haschai
Khaokhem, 40.

Police noted Mr Haschai’s
body was lying in an unu-
sual position. His head was
resting on his backpack. A
head-mounted flashlight and
a rudimentary pellet rifle lay
nearby.

Mr Haschai’s body was
sent to Vachira Phuket Hos-
pital, where forensic doctors
confirmed that he had one
bullet wound. The bullet had
entered under the right arm-
pit and came to a stop in Mr
Haschai’s mouth.

On learning the post-mor-
tem results, police yesterday
soon arrived at the home of
Chana Chulak, 47, a resident
of Khok Tanod Rd in Karon,

who was the last person to
see Mr Haschai when the pair
had gone hunting together on
Saturday.

Mr Chana confessed that
he had shot Mr Haschai, but
by accident.

The pair were hunting in
the dark at about 4am on Sat-
urday when Mr Chana believed
he saw a mouse deer through
the undergrowth. He raised his
homemade rifle (made to fire
12-gauge shotgun cartridges)
and shot once, only to hear his
friend Mr Haschai call out,
“Brother! I'm hit!”

Mr Chana said he rushed to
help his friend, but Mr Haschai
was already unconscious. He
placed Mr Haschai’s shoulder
bag under his head and began

performing CPR.

Unable to resuscitate his
friend, he fled in fear of what
might happen to if he were
held responsible for his friend’s
death.

Mr Chana had remained
at home, until police arrived
at his house.

Police searched the house,
and Mr Chana showed them
where he kept his rifle.

He also took officers to
where he had thrown into
the jungle shotgun cartridges
from his rifle and the clothes
he wore on the day of the
shooting.

Mr Chana was taken to
Karon Police Station for fur-
ther questioning and further
legal action, police confirmed.

Russian woman struck, killed
by pickup on bypass road

A 23-YEAR-OLD RUS-
sian woman was struck and
killed by a pickup truck
on the bypass road early
Monday morning (May 13).

Phuket City Police were
called to the scene, on the
southbound lanes on the
approach to the Samkong
Underpass, at 2:17am.

Police and Kusoldharm
Foundation rescue workers
arrived to find a four-door
Ford Ranger pickup regis-
tered in Khon Kaen stopped
on the road.

About 15 metres away
on the road was the body of
the woman, wearing a black
crop top and black pants.

Her body of the woman,
identified as Karina Medve-
deva, was taken to Vachira
Phuket Hospital.

NEWSGTV uUvE@ses-
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During their initial in-
vestigation, police were told
that the pickup was travelling
southbound along the bypass
road when the woman ran out
onto the road. The driver was
unable to avoid hitting her.

Police recorded the state-
ment and contacted Russian
consular officials in order to
inform the woman’s family
of her death.

At last report it was un-
derstood that police were
continuing their investigation
into the accident.

Eakkapop Thongtub

Uzbek man drowns at Kata Noi

A 41-YEAR-OLD TOURIST FROM
Uzbekistan has died after being caught
in a strong rip current at Kata Noi Beach.

Sadullo Tashtemirovich Saidov, 41, was
pronounced dead at Chalong Hospital on
May 6. Karon Police were informed of his
death at about 3:30pm.

Investigating Mr Saidov’s death, Pol
Lt Peerawat Yodtor of the Karon Police
learned that Mr Saidov was among a group
of 11 friends staying at a nearby resort. He
checked in on May 5 and was to check out
on May 12.

Mr Saidov went swimming alone at
about midday on May 6.

Before going to swim, a security guard
at the hotel warned him that it was a red flag
area, meaning swimming was prohibited
due to strong waves.

Mr Saidov ignored the warning and
went swimming alone, police reported.

After less than five minutes in the water,
Mr Saidov encountered difficulties. He was
caught in a strong rip current and was being
pulled away from the beach.

He called out for help and tried to swim
back to the beach, but the current was too
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strong. Tiring from his efforts, Mr Saidov
lost his strength and floated face down in the
water, police noted in their report.

Lifeguards managed to recover Mr Saidov
from the water, but by the time they had him
back on the beach he had a weak pulse, police
reported.

The lifeguards administered CPR and
called for rescue workers to arrive, but their
efforts were unable to keep Mr Saidov alive.

With no pulse and unresponsive, Mr Saidov
was rushed to Chalong Hospital, where he
was pronounced dead on arrival, the police
report concluded.

Eakkapop Thongtub
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Deaths of dugongs s

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

eputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of
Natural Resources

and Environment (MNRE) Pol
Gen Patcharawat Wongsuwan
has ordered national parks
officials and other marine
wildlife officers to ramp up
measures to protect dugongs,
including in Phuket, after two
dugongs, believed to be mother
and child, were found dead
washed ashore at Koh Mak
Noi, near famed Koh Panyee,
in Phang Nga Bay.

The order from Deputy
PM Pol Gen Patcharawat was
posted online by the Depart-
ment of Marine and Coastal
Resources (DMCR) last Sat-
urday (May 11), but the date
of when the two dugongs were
found dead was not reported.

DMCR officers arrived at
the beach near Laem Pratok on
Koh Mak Noi with Ao Phang
Nga National Park officers to
find that both dugongs were
female. The larger adult female
was 3.3 metres long, while
the young female calf was
2.2m long.

Despite initial reports that
the dugongs had been killed by
an “accident”, namely by a boat

B e hoto: NNT

propeller, were unconfirmed,
DMCR officers reported.

The officers found no
wounds on the bodies, which
were brought back to the
Sireetarn Marine Endangered
Animals Rescue Centre in
Phuket for further examination
in the hope of confirming the
cause of death.

However, both dugongs
had died very recently, officers
confirmed.

The officers spoke with
local villagers in the are to
educate them about dugongs,
which are understood to mi-
grate from the waters off Trang

province to feed on seagrass
in Phang Nga Bay.

Pol Gen Patcharawat called
a meeting to order more to be
done to protect dugongs, as he
said at least 20 had been found
dead in local waters since the
beginning of the year.

Present in person to re-
ceive the order was former
DMCR Director Atthaphon
Charoenchansa, who now
serves as Acting Director-
General of the Department
National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation (DNP),
and current DMCR Director-
General Pinsak Suraswadi.

Also present was Chaiwat
Limlikit-aksorn, Director of
the Office of National Parks
along with Permsak Kong-
kaew, who as the Director
of the Conservation Area
Management Office No. 5
(Nakhon Sri Thammarat) is
also the chief of the Andaman
Sea National Park.

Fishing in sea grass areas
was strictly prohibited, Pol
Gen Patcharawat said.

Also, boats are not to ex-
ceed speeds of 3 knots in
known seagrass areas, and
not to exceed speeds over
20 knots in any areas where
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dugongs are known to inhabit,
he added.

“We need to jointly analyse
and find ways to determine
measures to care for, protect
and prevent injury and death
of rare marine animals, es-
pecially dugongs,” Pol Gen
Patcharawat said.

“Currently, dugongs are
being stranded or dying. Due
to global warming, seagrass
resources, which are the
source of food for dugongs,
are deteriorating, resulting
in the movement of dugong
populations.

“They are moving to other
seagrass areas where they may
be a lot of water transport and
fishing activities, which affects
the livelihood and habitats of
dugongs and death from water
accidents can occur,” he added.

“At Hat Nappharat Thara-
Mu Ko Phi Phi National Park,
measures have been presented
to preserve dugongs and sea-
grass beds in order to mark
seagrass zones and risk areas
that dugongs use on their
migratory journeys to find
food,” Pol Gen Patcharawat
confirmed.

“As such, we need to cre-
ate measures and guidelines
for protecting dugongs and
seagrass areas in the area

and have national parks make
announcements to serve as an
example of practice in the area
and to expand the results to
marine protected areas in the
area in the future,” he said.

Marine officials were spe-
cifically ordered to ramp up
patrols at protected seagrass
areas to counter illegal fishing.

Pol Gen Patcharawat noted
that the DMCR had identified
11 protected seagrass areas in
Phang Nga Bay where such
measures are to be carried out.

The two known protected
seagrass areas in Phuket are
at Ao Tang Khen off Cape
Panwa and at Ao Pa Khlok,
both off Phuket’s east coast.

The remaining nine known
protected seagrass areas were
given as: Ao Ban Khlong Kh-
ian, Phang Nga; Koh Mak,
Phang Nga; Chong Lard,
Koh Yao, Phang Nga; Ao
Tha Pom, Krabi; Ao Nang,
Krabi; Ao Nam Mao, Krabi;
Koh Sriboya, Koh Pu, Krabi;
Koh Lanta, Krabi; and Laem
Sai, Krabi.

Any persons seeing illegal
fishing in protected areas or
any other activities that endan-
ger dugongs, or see a dugong
in distress, were urged to the
DMCR Volunteer project on
the hotline 1362.

Deputy PM spotlights
environmental concerns

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
Minister of Natural Resources and Environ-
ment (MNRE) Pol Gen Patcharawat Wong-
suwan has called on local authorities to take
measures to combat environmental pollution
in Phuket and the surrounding waters.

Speaking during a visit to Phuket on May
8, Pol Gen Patcharawat expressed his concern
over the accumulation of fishing net waste
and monsoon debris, which pose a threat to
both tourism and marine ecosystems.

He called on the Department of Marine
and Coastal Resources (DMCR) to devise
effective countermeasures to mitigate these
issues and safeguard the region’s coral reefs
from bleaching, said an official report of
his visit.

Pol Gen Patcharawat on May 8 inaugu-
rated the new Phuket Provincial Natural
Resources and Environment Office. He
spoke with local residents and heard their
grievances, ranging from wastewater
treatment to land allocation for housing
in mangrove forest areas.

Ratsada Municipality council member
Teera Phumchuai thanked Pol Gen Patch-
arawat for meeting with local villagers
and hearing their complaints. However, he
highlighted the pressing need to address
coastal erosion and expedite the urban
forest project for sustainable development.

In response, Pol Gen Patcharawat
promised to expedite the “Mangrove For-
est Ban Ao Kung, Tha Le, Lang Daeng,

e @thephuketnews
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Phuket,” urban forest project by June, and
emphasised the importance of community
involvement in environmental conservation
efforts, said the report

Addressing wastewater treatment con-
cerns, Pol Gen Patcharawat highlighted
the need for collaborative efforts between
the Phuket Provincial Administrative Or-
ganisation (PPAO) and local authorities to
implement effective management plans.

He reiterated the government’s commit-
ment to combating waste pollution, assigning
the DMCR to tackle fishing net and monsoon
waste issues ahead of the upcoming season
to minimise environmental impact.

Continuing his tour, Pol Gen Patcharawat
visited the Marine and Coastal Resources
Research Center of the Upper Andaman
Sea at Cape Panwa to assess coral bleach-
ing and discuss sustainable solutions with
village representatives.

He highlighted the importance of ad-
dressing coastal erosion in the Sai Kaew
Beach area, and called for the planting of
more trees to preserve the delicate ecosystem.

The Phuket News
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Visa xmptions for
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India, Taiwan extended

THE CABINET HAS
approved a proposal to
extend visa exemptions
for tourists from India and
Taiwan for an additional
six months to enhance the
influx of foreign visitors
and stimulate the economy.

Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin announced that
the waiver that expired last
Friday (May 10) would now
continue until Nov 11, al-
lowing travelers from these
countries to stay in Thailand
for up to 30 days per visit.

The extension capi-
talizes on the success of
the initial visa waiver that
started last November. Nor-
mally, tourists from India
and Taiwan can stay for 15
days under a visa-on-arrival
scheme; however, the ex-
tended waiver now allows
a 30-day visit, doubling the
allowed period.

In the first four months
of 2024, Thailand welcomed
over 12 million foreign
tourists, a 39% increase
from the same period in
the previous year. Tour-
ists from China, Malaysia,
Russia, South Korea, and
India made up half of the
total arrivals this year, ac-
cording to the Ministry of
Tourism and Sports.

Tourism plays a vital
role in Thailand’s economy,
supporting approximately
20% of total jobs and con-
tributing about 12% to the
country’s GDP, which is
estimated at B18 trillion.

The government plans
to attract 80mn tourists
annually by 2027, setting
its sights on doubling the
record numbers seen before
the COVID-19 pandemic.

National News
Bureau of Thailand

Phitket GNews
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‘Seaplane tourism’ set
to take off by December

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

eputy Minister of
Transport Manaporn
Charoensri was in

Phuket last week to chair
the opening of a three-day
workshop aimed at launching
the country’s first ‘seaplane
tourism’ venture.

Ms Manaporn chaired the
opening of the workshop, titled
‘First Seaplane Operations
Toward Thailand’s Aviation
Hub’, at the Pullman Phuket
Arcadia Naithon Beach resort
on May 8.

The initiative aligns with
Prime Minister Settha Thavi-
sin’s policies aimed at boost-
ing the national economy,
enhancing air transportation
efficiency, promoting seaplane
operations to boost tourism,
generating income for the
country, elevating aviation
standards, and positioning
Thailand as a regional avia-
tion hub, Ms Manaporn said.

Moreover, seaplane opera-
tions can play a vital role in
medical support, public health
and disaster relief efforts, she
added.

The aim is to accommo-
date the anticipated growth in
passenger volume and flight
frequency effectively, Ms
Manaporn noted.

The Ministry of Transport
is committed to implement-
ing crucial policies to bolster
the potential of the country’s
airports and air transport, as
outlined in Section 1 of its
operating policy “Transport
opens the door for trade and
tourism: Creating a hub for
connecting all dimensions of
travel”, she explained.

“The policy involves pro-
moting and supporting col-
laboration across all sectors
to establish concrete seaplane

Photo: PR Phuket

operations in Thailand by
2024. The workshop serves as
a starting point for agencies,
both public and private, to
collaborate, exchange ideas,
provide feedback, and ensure
that seaplane operations adhere
to international standards,
laws, and national regulations
for safe operation,” she said.

Suttipong Kongpool, Di-
rector of the Civil Aviation
Authority of Thailand (CAAT),
highlighted the CAAT’s pri-
mary mission of regulating
flight operation safety and
airport standards.

“The CAAT is prepared
to support projects related to
sea airports and temporary

landing areas for aircraft on
water. This marks the incep-
tion of setting standards and
regulations for sea airports
and temporary landings to
align with international avia-
tion standards set by the In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organization [ICAO],” Mr
Suttipong said.

“The goal is to promote
and develop seaplane op-
erations in Thailand to meet
international safety standards
and issue licenses to sup-
port demonstration flights
by December 2024, as per
the Ministry of Transport’s
objectives,” he added.

Nopasit Chakpitak, Presi-
dent and CEO of Aeronauti-
cal Radio of Thailand Co
Ltd (Aerothai), said, “The
workshop aims to foster un-
derstanding and cooperation
among agencies regarding
roles, duties, requirements,
laws, regulations and coor-
dination processes.

“This collaboration is
crucial for advancing the
aviation industry, boosting
the economy, and positioning
Thailand as the aviation hub
of the region.”
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Phuket lures Middle East

tourists at Dubai travel fair

REPRESENTATIVES FROM OVER 30
Phuket hospitality businesses travelled to
Dubai last week to showcase the island’s
attractions at the Arabian Travel Market
2024 (ATM 2024).

Targeting high-spending tourists from
the Middle East is among priority moves
to offset the continuing seasonal declines
in arrivals from Russia and Europe.

The ATM 2024 fair, from May 6-9,
set a new record with more than 46,000
attendees from 160 countries over four
days, surpassing the pre-event forecast of
41,000. This attendance included 33,500
“visitors”, according to the event organisers.

Thailand’s delegation was led by Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand (TAT) Governor
Thapanee Kiatpaiboon.

With Phuket being a key destination
for Middle Eastern tourists, the island’s
representation included over 30 hospitality
stakeholders.

Leading the Phuket delegation were
Phongsura Khuphongsakorn, Secretary
to the President of the Phuket Provincial
Administrative Organisation (PPAO), and
Thaneth Tantipiriyakij, President of the
Phuket Tourist Association (PTA).

“Visitors were introduced to various
Phuket products tied to community tour-
ism, such as Phuket pineapple pies, Tao Sor
desserts, cashew nuts and Thai tea. There
were activities for visitors to taste and get
to know local products, which received a

74 / A
Phuket hospitality businesses anticipate
a boost in arrivals from the Middle East
following their participation in Arabian
Travel Market 2024. Photo: PTA

lot of attention from the attendees,” stated
the PTA in a post-event release.

The business-to-business component
was also successful. The focus was on niche
groups like luxury travellers, families and
newly married couples, who are considered
quality tourists with high purchasing power
able to visit Phuket throughout the year,
most importantly, in the low season.

According to the Ministry of Tourism
and Sports (MoTS) of Thailand, international
arrivals in 2023 totalled 28.1 million, a
154.4% increase year-on-year, with 600,499
of those visitors coming from the Middle
East (+98.8%). In the first quarter of 2024,
total arrivals reached 9.3 million (+43.5%),
with 88,024 from the Middle East (+12.2%)).

The Phuket News
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Ministry to reclassify cannabis
as narcotic by end of year

Bangkok Post

he government will
put cannabis back on
the narcotics list by

the end of this year, accord-
ing to Public Health Minister
Somsak Thepsutin.

[PM Srettha Thavisin] has
given the ministry until the
end of this year to reclassify
cannabis as a narcotic,” he
said. “The sooner, the better,”
he added.

Asked whether he agreed
with a Narcotics Control
Board decision to decrim-
inalise cannabis when he
served as justice minister in
the previous government,
Mr Somsak said that he was
part of the coalition govern-
ment at the time and he had
no sufficient information to
oppose it.

Mr Somsak said that the
Public Health Ministry will
issue a ministerial regulation
governing the planting and
storage of cannabis. However,
he will hold talks with opera-
tors of cannabis businesses
and pro-cannabis groups to
gather their feedback before

e
Photo: Apichart Jinakkul / Bangkok Post

the regulation is issued, he
said.

The government is fac-
ing increasing pressure from
pro-cannabis groups who are
threatening to rally at the
Ministry of Public Health
headquarters in Bangkok from
Thursday until it can justify
why cannabis deserves to be
reclassified.

Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul said on Monday
(May 13) that the plan to re-
classify cannabis as a narcotic
will have to be studied and
assessed by several health

committees before any action
can be taken.

However, Mr Anutin,
leader of the coalition partner
Bhumjaithai Party, who advo-
cated for the decriminalisation
of cannabis, said that he will
accept the outcome if those
panels favour reclassification.
“We will accept the decision.
The issue will not have any
bearing on Bhumjaithai’s col-
laboration with the coalition
government. Don’t politicise
the cannabis issue.”

Cannabis liberalisation
was one of the key pledges

made by Bhumjaithai ahead
of the 2019 election.

The plant was later del-
isted from Category 5 of the
narcotics law, except extracts
containing more than 0.2%
THC, the compound that cre-
ates the psychoactive effect,
in an announcement in the
Royal Gazette in June 2022.

Some doctors, academics
and activists have issued an
open letter to back the plan
to reclassify cannabis as a
narcotic. They said decrimi-
nalisation creates adverse
impacts in the long term.
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Man survives four days

BANGKOK

A MAN WAS RESCUED
from a sewer in Ratchathewi
district of Bangkok last Satur-
day (May 11), after reportedly
being trapped for four days.

The Amarin radio centre
received a report at 1:47pm
that an unidentified man,
aged about 40-50, had been
found trapped in a sewer in
Phetchaburi Soi 2.

The radio centre coordi-
nated with the Phayathai fire
station and rescue workers
from the Poh Teck Foundation
to provide assistance.

Rescuers opened the cov-
ered sewer pipe amid falling
rain, allowing them to lower
a ladder and help the man to
safety.

Reporters on the scene
noted that bystanders were
heard shouting that the man
had fallen in about four days
earlier.

He was taken to Petch-
aravej Hospital for medical
attention.

The man was found
trapped in the sewer after a
passerby heard him calling for
help, said Pol Lt Col Chotpisit
Narongsak, deputy chief of
the Phayathai police station.

trapped in Bangkok sewer
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A 44-year-old man is rescued
from a sewer in Bangkok
on Saturday (May 11), after
hiding there for four days.
Photo: Supplied

After questioning, the man
was identified as Yosakorn
Jannamsai, 44, from Chai-
yaphum province.

Mr Yosakorn told police
that he had hidden in the pipe to
evade someone who was chas-
ing him. He has no criminal
record and works as a security
guard, said Pol Lt Col Chotpisit.

Further investigation was
required to verify his state-
ment and whether drugs were
involved, he added.

The incident came just a
week after a 59-year-old man
died after falling into a seven-
metre-deep manhole on a road
divider in Lat Phrao district
of Bangkok.

The Metropolitan Electric-
ity Authority (MEA) issued an
apology for the death, saying
it had been using temporary
wooden covers in some loca-
tions due to the theft of iron
manhole covers. Bangkok Post

Graft-busters fined for
Prawit watches secrecy

BANGKOK

THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE
Court has ordered the National Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission (NACC) and its office
to each pay a B5,000 fine for not disclosing
all the details of its investigation into for-
mer deputy premier Prawit Wongsuwon’s
high-end wristwatches

Activist Veera Somkwamkid, head of
the Anti-Corruption People’s Network,
posted the written order issued by the court
and dated May 2 on his Facebook account.

The order required the fines to be paid
within 30 days. If the graft-busters failed
to do so, the court could have assets seized
to cover the value of the fine.

The judgement demanded that the
agency disclose to Mr Veera all reports
and evidence connected to the investiga-
tion into the case of Gen Prawit. The asset
declaration he submitted upon becoming
a deputy prime minister in 2014 did not
include luxury watches and rings he was
seen wearing in public on several occasions.

Internet sleuths uncovered the extent of
the collection by combing through hundreds
of photos. They put the total value of the
22 luxury watches at about B41 million.

The order also required the NACC to dis-
close the opinions of its officials responsible
for the investigation and divulge the meeting
minutes regarding the case to Mr Veera.

g @thephuketnews

Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, sporting a
Richard Mille watch worth B2.5 million,
shields his eyes from the sun while posing
for photos with other cabinet ministers at
Government House in December 2017.
Photo: Bangkok Post / file

The court originally ordered the NACC
and its office to release details on Aug 4
last year. However, the two parties failed
to comply and so the court has now issued
the fines.

In his Facebook post, Mr Veera said the
court order proved that both the NACC and
its office had committed a crime, adding
that he would seek criminal punishment
against them.

The NACC said on Aug 10 last year that
it could not reveal information about the
Prawit investigation because of concerns
about the safety of the witnesses in the case.

The NACC in December 2018 ruled 5:3
that there were no grounds for the accusa-
tion that Gen Prawit had falsely declared his
wealth. He has always maintained that he
had borrowed the expensive watches from a
friend who is now deceased. Bangkok Post
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Why Phuket needs nualltv tourism

STEP BY STEP

Simon Causton

alk to any local expat about
life on the island and within
the first few sentences we
guarantee a gripe about traf-
fic or overdevelopment. Expats
and locals alike love living
in Phuket with its beautiful
beaches, lush rainforest and
cosmopolitan vibe. However, the island’s
undeniable beauty has come at a cost.
Unbridled mass tourism has cast a
shadow over paradise, leading to envi-
ronmental degradation, infrastructure
strain and a dilution of the very essence
that attracts tourists in the first place.
Phuket must prioritise quality over
quantity in its tourism strategy. By
attracting high-value visitors who ap-
preciate the island’s unique offerings,
Phuket can ensure a sustainable future
for its tourism industry, environment
and cultural heritage.

THE ALLURE AND ALLURE’S COST:

A DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD
Tourism undeniably fuels Phuket’s
economy. It provides jobs for thousands
of locals, generates revenue for busi-
nesses and contributes significantly to
Thailand’s GDP. During the COVID
pandemic, the island suffered harshly
due to a lack of visitors and their spend-
ing — as Phuket’s tourism industry

-
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contracted by 85%.

At the time of the pandemic, there
were calls from all sides for the island
to rebuild its tourism with an emphasis
on quality over quantity. However, as
is evident by the just-completed high
season the sheer volume of tourists has
pushed the island beyond its capacity.
Overcrowded beaches, strained infra-
structure and polluted waterways paint
a stark picture of the consequences of
unchecked growth.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL TOLL
Mass tourism leads to increased waste
generation, both on land and at sea.
Plastic pollution which is so rife in
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Thailand with no restraints on single-
use items chokes coral reefs, while
improper waste disposal contaminates
water sources and disrupts local eco-
systems. Uncontrolled development to
accommodate tourist influx destroys
natural habitats and displaces native
wildlife.

INFRASTRUCTURE UNDER PRESSURE
The island’s transportation network is
straining at the seams to cope with the
constant influx of visitors. Traffic con-
gestion plagues major roads, with lines
of tourist minibuses and irate taxi driv-
ers blocking the island’s major arteries,
tied with woefully insufficient public
transport options force reliance on
private vehicles, further exacerbating
the problem. Water and electricity in-
frastructure also feels the strain, with
frequent shortages and disruptions be-
coming a reality.

A DILUTION OF CULTURE
The character of Phuket is slowly
being eroded by mass tourism. Lo-
cal traditions and customs are often
commercialised to cater to tourists’
expectations, leading to a loss of
authenticity. The focus shifts from
cultural immersion to mass-produced
experiences, diminishing the very es-
sence that makes Phuket unique. The
huge residential development of most
areas has led to rows and rows of white
concrete squares and rectangles with
no significant Thai design aspect.

LEARNING FROM OTHERS:
A GLOBAL TREND

Phuket isn’t alone in facing these chal-
lenges. Popular tourist destinations
worldwide, from Venice to Amsterdam,
are grappling with the negative impacts
of mass tourism. In response, many
are implementing strategies to promote
quality over quantity. Amsterdam, for
instance, has enacted a ban on new
hotels within the city centre to curb
overcrowding. There have been protests
by locals in the Canary Islands over the
past few weeks about the region’s policy
toward tourists, with a desire to move
to a more sustainable model. These
examples serve as valuable lessons for
Phuket.

THE PATH TO SUSTAINABLE PARADISE:
EMBRACING QUALITY TOURISM
The solution lies in a paradigm shift.
Phuket’s tourism industry needs to fo-
cus on attracting discerning travellers
who value authentic experiences and

responsible practices. This shift has nu-
merous benefits:

® Reduced Environmental Impact:
Fewer tourists translate into less waste
generation and a lower ecological foot-
print. Eco-friendly tourism practices
can be nurtured, from promoting re-
sponsible waste disposal to supporting
sustainable businesses.

¢ Revitalised Infrastructure: With
a smaller tourist base, infrastructure
can breathe a sigh of relief. Traffic
congestion can be eased, and resources
can be reallocated to improve existing
infrastructure and develop sustainable
transportation options.

® Preserving Cultural Heritage: Fo-
cusing on quality tourism encourages
interaction with local communities and
appreciation for their traditions. This
leads to a more authentic cultural ex-
perience for visitors and fosters respect
for the island’s heritage.

¢ Economic Benefits Retained:
High-value visitors often spend more
on experiences, local crafts and quality
accommodations. This ensures that the
economic benefits of tourism reach a
broader spectrum, benefiting local busi-
nesses and communities. This is not
always a simple swap, we can’t imagine
many taxi drivers will look to retrain to
serve higher-end quality tourists rather
than their current ‘easy option’.

IMPLEMENTING THE SHIFT:

A MULTI-PRONGED APPROACH
Shifting to quality tourism requires a
multi-pronged approach, encompassing
government regulations, industry ini-
tiatives and tourist education:

* Government Regulation: The
government can play a crucial role
by implementing regulations to limit
tourist numbers, incentivise sustain-
able practices and discourage harmful
activities. Zoning restrictions can pro-
tect natural areas, while regulations
on waste disposal and water usage can
promote responsible tourism.

¢ Industry Initiatives: The tourism
industry itself needs to embrace the
change. Hotels, restaurants, and travel
agencies can collaborate to offer eco-
friendly tours, promote local culture
and prioritise responsible practices.
Certification programs that recognise
sustainable businesses can provide
valuable incentives.

¢ Tourist Education: Educating
tourists about the island’s environmen-
tal and cultural sensitivities is crucial.
Information campaigns can highlight
responsible behaviour, promote sustain-
able choices and encourage visitors to
respect local customs.

EMBRACING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
The island feels like it is at breaking
point and now is the time to make a
change and try to strike a balance be-
tween tourism and sustainability. By
prioritising quality over quantity, the
island can preserve its natural splen-
dour, safeguard its cultural heritage
and ensure economic prosperity for
generations to come. A shift towards
quality tourism isn’t just about pro-
tecting the environment — it’s about
protecting the very soul of Phuket.

Simon Causton is a long-time Phuket
resident, founder of Citadel Phuket

and author of “The Phuket Periodical’
newsletter. X (Twitter): @SimonCauston
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NATURAL PHUKET

Simon Lomas

fter the crowds of high season
have gone and the craziness
of Songkran is a long gone
memory, the island of Phuket
enters what'’s locally known
as the ‘Green Season’. In most
holiday destinations when

it gets quieter it’s known as
the ‘off-season’ or ‘low season’. Here it’s
called the green season for a very good
reason. The first rains have come and
all the plants burst into life. The island
becomes green again. It really is like
the island is coming alive again.

Now the winds are starting to
change and the weather is starting to
come from the west/southwest directly
off the sea into most of Phuket’s beach
resorts. The sea loses its blue colour
and the waves start to roll in. The ma-
jority of the plastic chairs that have
littered the beaches for the past five
months have been packed away with
just a couple of rows placed back un-
der the shade of the trees. The small
swimming pens for tourists have been
removed as well as the two large jetties
for the cruise ship passengers to come
and go. Even the number of jet-skis
that normally are strewn all over the
beach in the high season have been
reduced due to the surf and on shore
winds.

The beach once again can be beau-

Sparrow sand bath. §

tiful and be home to all the wild sea
birds here on Phuket.

Now every morning you will see
birds like the Great Egret and Little
Egret wading in the shallows feasting
on the small fish. Both these birds are
fairly similar to look at. They both fish
by wading in the shallows. Both have
bright white feathers and long black
legs. The great Egret has a yellow or
orange bill where the Little Egret has
a black bill. The other difference as the
name says the Little Egret is smaller.
But if you do not know which is which
as you do not have both together to

Amazing Sea Views
1,037 Sgm Land Plot

6 En-Suite Bedrooms

Fully Furnished
Clubhouse Facilities

Fibre Optics
Two Minutes' Walk to
Kata Noi Beach

N SSSsSsSsSs8s88sAas

560 Sgm Interior Living Space
Large Outdoor Entertainment Area
Superb Construction Quality

14 Metre Swimming Pool

Secure Gated Community
Underground Electricity and

compare then the bill colour is the easy
way to tell them apart.

Normally alongside the egrets you
will find several charcoal grey wading
birds. These are Pacific Reef Herons.
These look similar to the Egrets but
with dark grey feathers rather than
white. They have black bills and dark
legs with a yellow tinge to them. They,
too, feed in the shallows on small fish,
crabs and other shellfish. These birds
also have very bright yellow eyes. Both
the Egrets and the Herons if you walk
slowly towards them you can get quite
close, 15-20 metres if you are in a quiet

@thephuketnews

Early green season on the heach

location, which makes for good photos.
Both birds fly slowly and just glide
above the waves effortlessly.

In the quieter areas you can also
find small sandy coloured birds, nor-
mally not wading as the waves are too
strong but paddling in the pools left
on the beach. This is the Greater Sand
Plover, which is by far the most com-
mon here. There are other types but to
be fair I have not seen any yet. These
you will find on the sand and shallow
pools rather than in the actual sea un-
less it is a very calm day. They feed
on small shellfish, insects and worms
found in the sand. As long as you don’t
scare them and walk real slow so they
can see you, you can get really close,
maybe 10 feet (just a couple of metres)
— so again these are good for a close
look and some good photos.

As with most areas where you have
people you also have pigeons and lots
of sparrows all feeding on the leftovers
that people leave on the beach. Spar-
rows here are quite entertaining to
watch, hopping around in small groups
and having sand baths in the shade of
the trees. But as these birds are here
in numbers all year round, I may come
back to them another day.

So for now it really is worth going
for a walk with the camera nice and
early as the crowds have gone and the
sun rises as about as early as it gets
here on Phuket with it being sunrise
around 6:10am. Then it’s nice and cool,
quiet and perfect for a stroll along the
now clear beaches before breakfast.

OTHAI

RESIDENTIAL

MODERN THAI STYLE

EAVIEW
POOL VILLA

FOR SALE!

This stunning 6 bedroom sea view pool
villa is situated on Katamanda Resort, one
of Phuket’s most prestigious private estates.

Just a short walk to both Kata Noi and Kata
Beaches, this amazing villa would be perfect
for a discerning investor or anyone in search of

a beautiful family home.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Q+66 94 8411 918

AGENTS WELCOME

895~ NEWSGTV
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2. Who is credited with writing the tale of ‘The Boy Who Cried
Wolf’?

3. Is the ‘red planet’ Mars closer to the Sun than the Earth, or

further away?
4. Who was William Shakespeare’s wife?

5. In which year was the last episode of ‘Friends’ originally

broadcast?

Answers below, centre

SUDOKU

Across

1. Iraqi port

6. Pain in the neck
10. Spring dance
14. Rehem

15. Cork’s country

16. “___ of the Lock” by America 31. Beach particles
Pope 60. Gazillions 33. Microbrewery
17. International __ _ 61. Gab output
20. Lease 62. Formerly nitrogen 34. Funny
21. Branch of molecular 63. Strengthen, with 35. Twosome
science o “up” o 36. Play for a sap
22. Global positioning 64. D.C..blgWIgS 38. Starve
meas. 65. Novices 39. It keeps an eye
23. “Middlemarch” onTV
author Down
24. Backgammon 1. Thai money ad. B?ss
equipment o Burn soother 45. Disreputable,

27. Word of support
28. Red ink amount

32. Nigerian language
33. Crackerjack

35. Female chaperone
37. Roundtable

40. Like this puzzle
41. Reed section

GOT YOUR
NUMBER

mile per hour is the average
speed of the Greenland shark,
Somniosus microcephalus.

times to Pluto and back is how
far all the DNA in your body
could stretch, if uncoiled.

35

percent of the world’s population
has 20/20 vision.

percent of Americans say they
have assigned seats in their
living rooms.

million

Mexicans were deported
from the US during the Great
Depression. An estimated 60%
of them were US citizens.

Source: Uberfacts

Phitkiet

NEWSSTV UIVE

YourIland - Your Paper

49. Datebook abbr.
51. Evil Arabian spirit
54. Someone who
depresses or
worries others
Area in Central

26. Rabbit

29.
30.

Reserved
58.

3. Leave speechless slangily

4. Flea market deal
5. Circus site

6. Stand up to

7. Dead letters?

8. Fit for farming

9. Bottled spirits
10. Chatters idly

48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Conflict

‘Aeme 1aylin4 (g ‘dosay (g ‘ajjiaunjdwund (T

g

Crossword by Myles Mellor & SallyYork [ |2 [ [* [ s

24, Profundity
25. Gem State

27. Groove-billed ___

Condescending one

47. PIN requester

Civil rights org.
Paternity identifier
Brilliant success

Circle overhead?
Auth. unknown
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Visit: www.ilovecrosswords.com

Solutions to last week’s puzzles:

U ENE ONENEN

member 11. Don Juan 54. Holiday ___ ErE Arpn :l; e |64 1]7 28]5309
42. Atlantic catch 12. Oil grp. 55. Philistine e lzaeEg T A gy 1852119 31476
43. Georgetown hoopster 13. Grid 56. Gay Talese’s “___ N el s Ul 6| 97 3]465]2381
44.448___" 18. Columbus Day mo.  the Sons” » o 4861379125
45. Match parts 19. Bill's partner in love 57. Regards Al 1.3/ 516 8 2|7 9 4
46. Camp craft 23. Dump 59. Hurt 2 7 2 915 4 118 6|3

T e 156 8[9 17342
Answers to thiS Week’S POp QUIZ: sl : u R“: E["Y[w] E Al v el v 21 418 3 619 57
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Kamala Beach. Photo by Alena Plotnikova

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket? Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

May 17, 1992

Three days of protests against
Thai Prime Minister Suchinda
Kraprayoon begin in Bang-
kok, leading to a military
crackdown that results in 52
confirmed deaths, hundreds of
injuries, many disappearances,
and more than 3,500 arrests.

May 18, 1980

Mount St Helens erupts in Wash-
ington State, the most disastrous
volcanic eruption in US history,
killing 57 people and causing
US$3 billion in damage.

May 19, 1962

A birthday salute to U.S.
President John F. Kenne-
dy takes place at Madison
Square Garden, New York
City. The highlight is Mari-
lyn Monroe’s rendition of
‘Happy Birthday’.

May 20, 1570

Cartographer Abraham Ortelius
issues ‘Theatrum Orbis Ter-
rarum’, the first modern atlas.

May 21, 1998
President Suharto of Indonesia

&

e 3
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Royal Thai Army Chief
Prayut Chan-o-cha, 2014.

resigns following the kill-
ing of students from Trisakti
University earlier that week
by security forces and grow-
ing mass protests in Jakarta

against his ongoing corrupt
rule.

May 22, 2014

General Prayut Chan-o-cha
becomes interim leader of
Thailand in a military coup
d’¢tat, following six months
of political turmoil.

May 23, 1934

Infamous American bank rob-
bers Bonnie and Clyde are
ambushed by police and killed
in Bienville Parish, Louisiana.
Source: Wikipedia
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VIDEQ PRODUCTIONS

WE MAKE YOU
LOOK GOOD.

CM Asia Co,, Ltd quallty services since 2003
ofﬁce@cm-asua com 086-9439834

VERTIGOVIDEO
PRODUCTIONS.COM

fOo v O

l p T SMART TILES
u [l@ > UE Tile Leveling System
g § Baan Wana - Cherng Talay

woo D F LOO R PHUKET'S QUALITY TiLE BOUTiQUE TEI : 076 620 l68

PHUKET -24 YEARS

Solid and engineered.wood floor
Sand-&refinish/Deck supplier

€ /solidwoodfloorphuketthailand
O Matt 081 271 2684 or Jessika 062 372 6624

Marine Engineering

— Plumber Specialists

D German Water Team Ltd.Part
-ALL KINDS OF HOT AND COLD WATER SYSTEMS We repair what your husband fixed
-HOT WATER SOLAR SYSTEMS AND SOLAR PUMPS

-POOL EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE

-REPAIR ALL KINDS OF WATER SYSTEMS AND POOL PUMPS
-A VARIETY OF WATER FILTRATION SYSTEMS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

SHOWROOM NEXT TO WAT CHALONG
OPEN FROM 8AM TO 5PM

Embroidery, Screen Print,
Sublimation

www.germanwaterteam.com
Email: germanwaterteam@yahoo.de

094 594 8868 (THAI)

089 645 4848 (GER / ENG)

€@ vE LoGO wamido wiourwudn-ansu @ @meloge @ 096 637 9
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“‘“ﬁ;m Whereto _

”KET'? Hosoeri@Mxyrera 2R0 €a@
imCouia Ly G» NEWSBTV

Contact: gm@classactmedia.co.th
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STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT
98/18 Vises Road,
Rawai
Oli: 081/891 4381

www.shakerspliiket.cont

STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT
98/18 Vises Road,
Rawai
Oli: 081/891 4381

wy. shakersplitket.cont

shakersphuket@gmal.com shakerspluket@gmail.com
FB: shakerspluiker FB: shakerspliuket
Friday Mussels Night Sunday Roast

6 PM onwards: Belgian style mussels served with
French Fries. All you can eat. Your choice, Your
style: Mariniere, Selected drinks, Provencale, Garlic
& cream, Creamy curry, Blue cheese or Thai style
We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 325 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

Event of the Year! PHAB 6
tickets available NOW!

Get ready to party like never before because PHAB 6
tickets are up for grabs NOW! Join us for our Annual
Fundraiser, where we’re pulling out all the stops to
support Thai Scholars achieve their dreams. With
over 20 member hotels dishing up a feast of epic
proportions and drinks that will keep the good times
flowing, you're in for a treat! But that’s not all — we've
got entertainment lined up that’ll have you dancing the
night away! Plus, get in on the action with our LIVE
and silent auctions, where you can score awesome
prizes while giving back to a great cause. And guess
what? This LIVE event isn’t just for the hospitality
industry — it's open to everyone who wants to experi-
ence the best of Phuket! So what are you waiting for?
Get your tickets at info@phukethotelsassociation.
com and let’s make this night one to remember!

12PM — 9PM: All you can eat Sunday Roast Buffet
Beef, Pork & Capon chicken — Cauliflower, Broccoli,
Peas, Carrots, Fried mushrooms, Grilled Tomatoes
— Yorkshire pudding — Roasted Potatoes, Mashed
Potatoes — Gravy, Mushroom sauce, Horse raddish,
Mint Sauce. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
350 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

20
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hithet GNews
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STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT
98/18 Vises Road,
Rawai
Oii: 081/891 4381
www.shakerspliket. cont

shakersplike@gmail.com
FB: shakerspluket

Wednesday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked to
order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, Fish,
Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies, Choice of
potatoes, cold and hot sauces, bread, buns & garlic
bread. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

24

MAY
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ACherTholend
s | Corens - 18:00 - 21:00 HRS
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JOINT CHAMBERS

AustCham Joint Chambers
Phuket Sundowners

AustCham Thailand, in collaboration with Australian
Alumni, AMCHAM, BCCT, Belgian-Luxembourg/Thai
Chamber, CanCham, FTCC, GTCC, NTCC, Phuket
Chamber, TICC and Thai-Swedish Chamber of
Commerce, Phuket Sundowners. 18.00 - 21.00 hrs.,
at Angsana Laguna Phuket. Join us for a wonderful
night of making new connections and catching up
with familiar faces in the Australian-Thai business
community. As well as, getting to know and learn from
our corporate sponsor, Bangkok Hospital Phuket and
Bangkok Hospital Siriroj. As well as to our education
partner, Nurture Higher Education. THB 650 for
AustCham members, partner Chambers’ members,
and Australian Alumni Members, THB 1,200 for non-
members. Email - office@austchamthailand.com

STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT
98/18 Vises Road,
Rawai
0Oli: 081/891 4381
www.shakerspliket.com
shakersplhuket@gmail.com
FB: shakersplinket

Monday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked
to order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages,
Fish, Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies,
Choice of potatoes, cold and hot sauces, Bread, Buns
& garlic bread. We have a kid’s playground zone.
Adults: 395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195
baht P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.
com/shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18
Vises Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

PROPERTY FOR SALE
\s\&““«

% Prime location near Surin beach!

0928706065

Bangtao Land for Sale

Perfect for residential or commercial :
development opportunities. Reach :
out now for viewing or further details. :
Orana Saewong (THAI) | Fredy (ENG/ :
DE), bangtaolandforsale@gmail.com, i
i |lukearmstrong223@gmail.com

MAID - LUXURY VILLA

ideal. High standard of work required.

PROPERTY FOR SALE m

Amazing Kata Sunsets!

71.95 sqm 1 BR fully furnished seaview !
condo for sale by owner in Kata. Foreign :
individual freehold Chanote. Owner oc-
cupied, never rented. Very well main- :
| tained and includes many upgrades; 5G
&8 Internetand 3BB ITV, retractable awning :
§ on balcony, custom furnishings, ceiling
fans, window screens, storage space,
1 and more. With a large seaview balcony :

that includes a built-in jacuzzi. A corner :
unit next to the swimming pool, with views of both Big Buddha and amazing :
Kata seaview sunsets! Serious buyers only. Save yourself an agent’s fee. Price }
is fixed at 5.7mB. After transfer/legal fees of approx. 2.5%, Buyer pays 5.8mB,
Seller gets 5.6mB. Call 082-254-0760 to arrange a viewing. H

CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE

FOR SALE
PROPERTY
WEBSITE

Established lux. property website,
business, platform, brand for
sale, inc. brand name, exten-
sive database. Ideal website/
platform, if looking to get into the
rental & sales market in Phuket.
Please contact personalassis-
tantphuket@gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR

gsoden75@gmail.com

2014 Honda Mobilio 7-seater
2014 Honda Mobilio 7-seater, 44,000 miles
(71,000km) one-owner (foreigner) garage, auto-
matic, non-smokers dealer-serviced, great condi-
| tion.275,000 THB, Gary, Bang Muang, Phang Nga,

Mercedes

ﬂhukﬂ

Mercedes Benz
Benz GLE350d 4MATIC :
Coupe. Price 3,250,000 THB Year: 2017. :
Mileage: 133,00 km. Excellent condition. :
Second owner. Color: Grey (Silver). En-
gine: 3,987cc. Type: Diesel. Horsepower:
258hp. Transmission: A/T. Drivetrain: :
AWD. Sunroof including, Sun Blind, Tinted :
Glass. Side Steps. Special Features Lights: Main Beam Assist, Dynamic Cor- :
nering Lights, Headlight Range Adjustment. Parking Sensors. Park Assist Rear
Camera. Contact Phone: +66986709078. WhatsApp+79857673913

Land for sale near
Mission Heights

international school, 15 min to air-
port. Ideal to build 4 rental units.
Reduced to 4.2MB. Contact owner
i direct - 063 743 8595.

Housekeeper with hotel experience
preferred. Full time. Live in or Live out. :
Female. Must have work visa. North West
~ | Phuket nearairport. English proficiency :

Nice plot of land, just over one
¢ Rai in small, very quiet private es-
tate, no monthly fees. 10 min to !
i 72 SqM Unfurnished One bdrm bath kitchen.
: 1Aircond 25 mtrs to beach 4" floor Cattareya Condo Swim-
¢ ming Pool Fitness Parking 24 hr security CCTV. Panadda
i Sathaisong, 089 635 7311, mypinellasmail@gmail.com

24 MAY

Aust nd gy
Bomrmas | Cirveiues  Carmuny 17:00 - 18:00 HRS.
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AUSTCHAM THAILAND MEMBERS BRIEFING ON
PRIDRITIZING SKIN HEALTH IN A
FAST-PACED WORLD FOR BUSINESS
PROFESSIONALS

fEEy Fridey Bth May 2004 .
B 700’ 100 nes e

@ Angsana Laguna Phukst (TBC) —
Duzm
L

Froa of charge for AusiCham members,
martnes Chambers” members, and
Ausiralisn Aurini Members

Framum e 5 T —r

AustCham Thailand

Members Briefing

Before Joint Chambers Phuket Sundowners, join us
for an insightful discussion at our AustCham Thai-
land Members Briefing on ‘Prioritizing Skin Health
in a Fast-Paced World for Business Professionals’
from Bangkok Hospital Phuket & Siriroj on Friday
24 May 2024,17.00 - 18.00 hrs at Angsana Laguna
Phuket. Free for AustCham, partner Chambers’
and Australian Alumni Members. Email - office@
austchamthailand.com

1 PROPERTY FOR SALE

Y AREEEET0

6 Bed Pool Villa

Exceptional opportunity to own a 6 bedroom pool villa in
: Cherng Talay. Main house has 3 bedrooms and 3 shower
i rooms, open plan fitted kitchen, lounge and dining area.
i There’s a separate 3 bedroom guest house with pool
¢ bar. Contact Tom on 0818484464 for more details. Tom,
i 0818484464

PROPERTY FOR

Cha Am Beach Condo
for Sale

Grow Boating
Evening - Jun 2024

We look forward to seeing you at the Grow Boating
Evening at the Boardwalk Bistro and Bar at the Phuket
Boat Lagoon from 5pm on Friday the 7th of June. Our
drinks sponsor for the June event will be Phuket Boat
Lagoon. See phuketboatlagoon.com There will be a
delicious buffet sponsored by the Boardwalk Bistro
and Bar for all attendees. Come and join in the fun,
everyone is welcome and there is no entry fee and
if you know anyone you think would be interested in
coming, please invite them along. facebook.com/
GrowBoatingPhuket/

Alcoholics
Anonymous

If you want to drink
that is your business
Ifyouwantto
S0P UIUISIoUulS
Daily Meetings

Patong, Chalong,
Phuket Town,
Bang Tao & Karon

CALL

081 895 4763
help@aaphuket.org

Google
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MASH CHARITY GOLF EVENT

Held at the Lakes Course at Blue Canyon Country Club on May 8, over 100 golfers hit off for a good cause. All proceeds went to the Phuket Special Education Center
Kathu, Phuket Sunshine Village, Disabled Sailing Thailand and other deserving causes. A wonderful dinner followed the golf with prize giving to the individual and team

winners, plus closest to the pin on all par 3s. Congrats to the organisers, sponsors and all players for a well arranged and fun event.

TOTALKTD  WINDG

ON PHUKET
? The ™a==ia Whereto
= in PHUKET

PhitketPNews LIvVEDse.s
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Contact: gm@classactmedia.co.th
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Former England cricketer
Panesar to stand for election

FORMER ENGLAND
cricketer Monty Panesar
is to stand at the next UK
general election for the
fringe Workers Party of
Britain.

Party leader George
Galloway, a left-wing fire-
brand, has confirmed Pane-
sar is one of 200 candidates
the party is putting up for
the vote.

Born in Luton to Sikh
parents who emigrated from
the Indian Punjab, left-arm
spinner Panesar, 42, played
50 tests for England, taking
167 wickets between 2006
and 2013, becoming a firm
fan favourite and a distinc-
tive figure in the field in his
black patka.

He will stand in Ealing
Southall constituency, a
majority Sikh area in west
London, at the vote, which
is expected to be held later
this year.

To be elected, he will
have to overturn a 16,084
majority set by Virendra
Sharma from the main op-
position Labour party at the
last national poll in 2019.

Panesatr in action.
Photo: AFP

Panesar said he wanted
to stand up for the working
class and address Brit-
ain’s increasing wealth gap,
something he claims the
current Labour party is
failing to do.

“When I played for Eng-
land there was so much
support from the fans and
the whole nation when they
put me where I am today,”
he said.

“It’s my turn now to
actually help the working-
class people, whatever prob-
lems they have. The gap
between the rich and the
poor is getting bigger and
bigger.”

The Workers Party
has set out a 10-point pro-
gramme, including a call for
“an end to imperialist wars
and financial domination,
starting with withdrawal
from NATO”. AFP

Phitket GNews
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Minister hints at FIFA

FOOTBALL

Bangkok Post

hailand can still consider bidding

I for future FIFA World Cups says

new Tourism and Sports Minister
Sermsak Pongpanit.

The ministry wants to promote sports
tourism with a goal of generating B3.5
trillion in revenue from related activities
this year, he said.

Mr Sermsak said Thailand has a good
opportunity to bid for the World Cup to-
gether with other Southeast Asian nations
in the future after it hosted Southeast
Asia’s first FIFA World Congress this
week (May 13-17).

Gongsak Yodmanee, Governor of the
Sports Authority of Thailand (SAT), said
a World Cup bid has been a long-term
goal of the agency.

In 2019, Southeast Asian nations
including Thailand agreed to bid for the
2034 World Cup, setting up a technical
working group to prepare. However, the
countries failed to develop a bid, with
many supporting Saudi Arabia, which
was ultimately awarded the tournament.

The 2026 World Cup will be held in
Canada, the United States and Mexico.
In 2030, Spain, Portugal and Morocco
will host the majority of games, with
one “celebratory game” each being held
in Uruguay, Argentina and Paraguay.

Hosting the 74" FIFA Congress is a
significant milestone for Thailand as it
becomes the first ASEAN nation and the
fifth in Asia to organise the prestigious
global football gathering.

bid

- -

Lionel Messi (centre) celebrates with
World Cup in Doha, Qatar. Photo: AFP

&

Mr Sermsak described the congress
as a key international event, involving
FIFA members from 211 countries and
an audience exceeding 3,000 attendees,
in addition to global television viewers.
The event is expected to boost Thailand’s
tourism and showcase the nation’s cul-
tural heritage and hospitality, which is
aligned with Thailand’s ‘Soft Power’
strategy.

Football Association of Thailand
President Nualphan Lamsam expressed
her appreciation for the extensive sup-
port from the government and various
agencies that enabled Thailand to se-
cure the congress’s hosting rights and
a meeting to select the host country for
the Women’s World Cup 2027.

Mr Gongsak stated that FIFA’s rec-
ognition of Thailand’s capability to host
an international event such as this would

World Cup

v _
teammates as Argentina win the 2022

>

foster greater interest and participation
in football across the country, especially
among the youth.

Thailand Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (TCEB) Director Chiruit
Isarangkun Na Ayuthaya also discussed
the expected economic impact of the
congress, predicting it would generate
substantial revenue and employment
opportunities.

He detailed that the event is pro-
jected to bring in about B228 million
in revenue and add B126mn in value to
the Thai economy while creating more
than 160 jobs.

The TCEB director attributed the
successful bid to a cooperative effort
between the agency and the Thai Football
Association, supported by the Ministry
of Tourism and Sports, under the “One
Ministry One Convention” initiative.

Thai athlete honored
Museum

by Olymp

AGNESE ‘CHOMPHOO’
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Olympics’ future bright, says Bach

DESPITE THREATS FROM CLI-
mate change, Al-enhanced doping or
competition from e-sports, the boss
of the International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) believes the future has

Campeol, an 18-year-old Thai
athlete, has been honoured by
the Olympic Museum with an
exhibition of her sports outfits
and equipment at the museum
in Lausanne, Switzerland,
on May 3.

Agnese secured the first
medal for the Thai national
team at the Winter Youth
Olympic Games 2024 in
Gangwon, South Korea, in
January this year, clinching a
silver in the women’s monobob
competition in bobsleigh.

Khunying Patama Lee-
swadtrakul, a member of
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) who is
also the chairperson of the
I0C’s Culture and Olympic
Heritage Commission, stated
that Agnese and Thailand are
highly honoured by the selec-
tion to showcase her sports
attire and equipment at the
Olympic Museum, under the
guidance and coordination
of the Culture and Olympic
Heritage Commission.

never looked so bright for his sports
movement.

Thomas Bach, a 70-year-old Ger-
man fencer, has run the Switzerland-
based guardian of the Olympic Games
since 2013 when interest in hosting
the event was near rock-bottom after
repeated scandals over costs and
corruption.

Its diminished appeal was clear at
the time of bidding for the 2024 and
2028 Summer Olympics when there
were only two candidates, Paris and
Los Angeles, who divided the honours
between themselves.

Since then, the 2032 Games have
been awarded to Brisbane, Australia,
and Bach claims there are “double-
digit” numbers of countries in the
running for 2036.

“We have never been in such a
favourable position. We have never
seen such a high interest in hosting the
Olympic Games,” he said on Apr 27.

After a string of Games in West-
ern democracies, 2036 could be an
opportunity for Saudi Arabia, sole
candidate for the 2032 FIFA World
Cup; Qatar, a losing candidate for
2032; Indonesia or India.

“We are now 12 years away from
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Khﬁnying (left) and Agnese.
Photo: Bangkok Post

Agnese began her journey
with the Ski and Snowboard
Association of Thailand, where
they actively sought athletes
interested in participating in the
Winter Youth Olympic Games.
Her determination to compete
led her to receive support from
programs like the New Hori-
zons Programme and the Pyeo-
ngChang Legacy Foundation.

Following her landmark Olym-
pic triumph Agnese expressed
her emotions, stating, “I’'m so
confused, and so proud. I was
a little bit nervous at the start,
but I said to myself, ‘I can do it.’

Khunying Patama highlighted
the historical significance of Ag-
nese’s medal for the Thai national
team and emphasised that Agnese
will serve as a role model for Thai
teenagers, encouraging them to
take an interest in the Winter
Youth Olympics. Bangkok Post

‘-‘ ==—¥— |0C President Thomas Bach. Photo: AFP

these Games, so it is way too early to
comment on any of these interests,”
Bach replied when asked about Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, whose human rights
records would make them contested
destinations.

Bach attributes the revival of inter-
est in hosting the Olympics to reforms
undertaken on his watch, which have
sought to put an end to the wasteful
spending that has near-bankrupted
several host cities in the past.

Instead of oversized and gleam-
ing new stadiums and facilities that
often fall empty afterwards, the IOC
now encourages the use of existing
or temporary infrastructure.

An estimated 96% of the sport
during Paris 2024, which begins on
July 26, will take place in existing or
temporary locations, while LA 2028
might reach 100%.

As aresult, French organisers claim
that their event will be responsible
for around half the carbon emissions
of previous editions in London 2012
and Rio in 2016.

Bach also stressed the importance
of the ongoing revolution in artificial
intelligence, which led the IOC to re-
cently unveil a strategy to harness the
computer technology to help athletes.

But he warned too of the potential
downside — of Al-powered medical
advances enabling even more sophis-
ticated cheating.

The development of e-sports is
also creating a growing challenge for
eyeballs, particularly among young
people.

“I don’t think that you will see e-
sports events at the Olympic Games,
but you may see very soon its own
Olympic e-sports Games,” he said. AFP
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Title comes down to the wire
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FOOTBALL

anchester City closed in on a
fourth consecutive Premier
League title by thrashing

Fulham 4-0 last Saturday (May 11),
while Burnley were relegated from the
top flight after a 2-1 defeat at Tottenham.

There was no twist in the title race
at Craven Cottage as goals from Phil
Foden and Julian Alvarez added to two
strikes from Josko Gvardiol.

Croation Gvardiol could have become
the first defender in Premier League
history to score a hat-trick when City
were awarded a penalty in stoppage time
although he turned down the chance to
take it, handing the ball to Alvarez to
round off the scoring.

“My players like to play with pres-
sure, they are used to it. The players
enjoy this feeling,” City manager Pep
Guardiola said. “The destiny [of the title]
is in our hands.”

However, Arsenal are pushing the
defending champions all the way after
they won 1-0 at Manchester United.

Leandro Trossard’s 20" minute goal
secured the Gunners’ first win at Old Traf-
ford in 17 years to leave Mikel Arteta’s
men top of the league on 86 points, one
ahead of City.

At time of press City still had to visit
Tottenham to play their game in hand
although, regardless of that result, either
team could win the league on the final
day of the season on Sunday (May 19).

Elsewhere, Liverpool confirmed their
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Manchester City’s Josko Gvardiol celebrates his second goal in the 4-0 win

at Fulham. Photo: AFP

third place finish following a pulsating
3-3 draw with Aston Villa on Monday
while Spurs kept their chance of Cham-
pions League football next season alive
by coming from behind to send Burnley
to the Championship.

“Today the Premier League is over
but tomorrow we start day one of doing
everything we can to get back to the
Premier League,” said Burnley boss
Vincent Kompany.

Luton will also almost certainly be
back in the Championship next season
after blowing a 1-0 lead and losing to
West Ham in David Moyes’ final home
game in charge of the Hammers.

“These players and supporters have
given me the best 18 months of my life,”

said Luton manager Rob Edwards, who
broke down in tears after full-time. “It’s
a huge sorry, but a huge thank you.”

With Luton set to join Burnley and
Sheffield United in going down, all
three promoted clubs will be relegated
to expose the growing gulf between the
top two divisions.

Nottingham Forest missed the chance
to mathematically confirm Luton’s relega-
tion by blowing a late lead to lose 3-2 to
Chelsea while Crystal Palace’s stunning
form since the arrival of Oliver Glasner
as manager continued with a 3-1 win
at Wolves.

In other games Abdoulaye Doucoure
scored as Everton beat Sheffield United 1-0
while Brentford beat Bournemouth 2-1.

World Rugby ditches scrum

option from free-kick

RUGBY

TEAMS WILL NO LONGER
be able opt for a scrum when
awarded a free-kick as one of
three law changes designed
to make rugby union more
entertaining, World Rugby
announced on May 9.

The new rules take effect
from July 1 and so will be

in force for England’s two-
Test tour of New Zealand
that month.

Officials hope removing
the scrum as an option will
encourage more open play
with free-kicks having to
be either kicked or tapped.

Another change concerns
when players are put onside
during kicks in open play,
meaning anyone offside must
now try to retreat, creating
more space in which to play
for the opposition.

Under the existing rule,
referred to as the "Dupont
Law’ after the France scrum-
half Antoine Dupont ex-
posed the loophole in the
previous wording, players
in an offside position were

g @thephuketnews

able to advance forward
once an opponent caught
the ball and ran five metres
or passed the ball.

The upshot was pro-
longed bouts of ’kick tennis’
which often proved frustrat-
ing to watch for spectators.

The third and final
change announced was the
banning of the ‘crocodile
roll” — the potentially dan-
gerous act of rolling a player
who is on their feet out of
the tackle area. The offence
will now be punished by a
penalty.

World Rugby has also
announced the trial of a
revised red card process
that will be observed in
competitions such as the

WXV women’s tournament
and the Pacific Nations Cup.
It will see automatic bans
applied for red cards involv-
ing foul play, while a player
sent off can be replaced by
another player from the
bench after 20 minutes,
restoring a side to its full
strength of 15 players.

“I believe that the law
amendments and suite of
closed trials will add to the
entertainment factor,” said
World Rugby chairman Bill
Beaumont.

“As with all trials, we
will comprehensively review
their effectiveness and take
feedback from across the
game,” the former England
captain added. AFP

PM Srettha meets former Liverpool players Steve
McManaman, Robbie Fowler and Michael Owen at
Government House on May 3. Photo: Bangkok Post

PM touts Liverpool-
Man Utd legends match

FOOTBALL

THE GOVERNMENT IS
keen to bring retired football
stars from Liverpool and
Manchester United to play
in Thailand, Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin confirmed
earlier this month..

The prime minister raised
the possibility of a match fea-
turing legends of the storied
English Premier League clubs
in talks with three former
famous Liverpool football-
ers at Government House on
Friday, May 3.

“We are ready to be a
destination for football fans
in the region,” Mr Srettha,
an avid Liverpool fan, wrote
in a message posted on his
X account.
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The government aims to
make Thailand a hub of sports
and entertainment events
to rival Singapore, which
sealed an exclusive deal for six
concerts by superstar Taylor
Swift in Southeast Asia earlier
this year.

Mr Srettha said there could
possibly be more than one match
between players from the two
clubs: one group aged between
40 and 50 years and another
comprising over-50 players.

The three former Liverpool
legends — Michael Owen,
Steve McManaman and Rob-
bie Fowler — were visiting to
promote the club’s activities
in Thailand at an event organ-
ised by the marketing agency
Influos that ran from Friday,
May 3 to Sunday, May 5.

Bangkok Post

HAND OVER
THE KEYS,
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Thais eye
World Cup
bid > p14
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LocaI favourites the Phuket Vagabonds will be looking to impress once the tournament gets underway Photo: Supplied
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recently renovated
Alan Cooke Ground
(ACG) in Thalang

is gearing up to play host to
the highly anticipated Amora
Hotels & Resorts Phuket In-
ternational Dimbulla Rugby
11s Tournament next month.

Teams will be flying into
Phuket from across the region
to join local sides and take
part in the hugely popular
event across the weekend of
June 7-9 which has a truly
worthy cause at heart — rais-
ing funds for the Asia Center
Foundation scholarship fund
for underprivileged children.

The Athena Siam Coffin
Dodgers vets kick off the
tournament on Friday, June 7,
while Bank Muamalat Bullets

and Dingo’s Rugby, last year’s
winners in both the men’s
and women’s open divisions
respectively, will be back to
defend their titles.

With teams from Australia,
the Middle East, Hong Kong,
Japan, Singapore and Thailand
competing, it promises to be
an action packed weekend at
one of Asia’s premier social
rugby events. With 16 teams
in the Open tournament, 12
teams in the vets tournament
and eight teams in the over
45s, along with an expanded
Ladies rugby competition,
rivalry will be fierce on and
off the pitch.

The Men’s Open Tour-
nament will see 16 teams
competing in four groups
of four teams with a round
robin stage of three games
per team on the Saturday and
a minimum of two games per
team during the knockout

stages on Sunday’s final day
of competition.

The Ladies Open will
see eight teams competing
in two groups of four teams
with a round-robin stage of
three games per team on the
Saturday and a minimum of
two games during Sunday’s
knockout stages.

Teams confirmed so far
for the Men’s Open include:
Groote Eylandt Mudchooks
and Swamp Dogs Rugby, both
from Australia; Ningbo Rhi-
nos from China; USRC Tigers
and SCAA Causeway Bay-
watch RFC, both from Hong
Kong; South Klang Dragon
Rugby Club (SKDRC), Bank
Muamalat Bullets and Sem-
bilang Drua Rugby, all from
Malaysia; The Hyde Street
Gulls from New Zealand;
Pronto Rugby from the UK
Raw Dogs from the United
States; dual UK/USA team

Renegade Rugby; and the
Bangkok Bangers, Bangkok
Southerners, Chiang Mai
Cobras and local favourites
the Phuket Vagabonds rep-
resenting Thailand.

Teams confirmed so far for
the Ladies Open include: Ka-
frine Lakour from Reunion;
Sandy Phoonanis from Hong
Kong; KL Tigers and Dingoes
RC, both from Malaysia; and
Thailand’s Bangers Belles.

Teams confirmed so far for
the Athena Siam Coffin Dodg-
ers Over 35s include: HFTT
from Australia; the Asian
Japanese Dragons represnt-
ing the broader Asian region;
the HK Bulls from Hong
Kong; the BROB Parametric
Peregrine from Malaysia;
the Chiang Mai Cobras and
Phuket Viagrabonds from
Thailand; Barrelhouse Rugby
Club from the UAE; and
Pronto Rugby from the UK.

113 tournament

Teams confirmed so far for
the Whitesmiths Group One
Foot in the Grave Over 45s
include: the Asian Japanese
Dragons represnting broader
Asia; the Grafton Big River
Bullrouts, Pally Pigs and
Moorabbin Rams, all from
Australia; the HKFC Con-
temptables from Hong Kong;
the KL Tigers from Malaysia;
the San Miguel Wanderers
Wrinklies from Singapore;
and the Taipei Silverbacks
from Taiwan.

The groupings and draw
will be posted on Macoocoo.
com once all entries are in
and will be updated game
by game as the weekend
progresses.

The highest standards of
health, safety and support will
be in place with full, ongoing
access to drinking water, ice
and electrolyte powders to
help rehydrate and combat
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the heat across the weekend,
while massage tents will help
soothe weary limbs.

Medical facilities will be
run by the Bangkok Hospital
Siriroj. Basic attention at the
ground is covered but more
serious injuries that need
hospital attention will need
to be paid for so insurance
coverage is strongly urged
for all participants.

In addition to the onfield
action, this year’s event sees
the return of the popular Tour
Virgin Beauty Pageant, which
will be held on the Satur-
day evening at the Amora’s
NORA Beach Club at Bang
Tao Beach with a buffet and
live musical entertainment
for all teams to enjoy.

For more details on all of
the above and anything related
to the tournament please
visit the Phuket International
Rugby 10s Facebook page.

First Chinese Muay Thal trammg tourists arrive under ‘Special Visa’

MUAY THAI

THE FIRST GROUP OF
eight Chinese tourists has arrived
in Phuket to learn Muay Thai
under 90-day ’Non-Ed’ visas
as part of the country’s policy
to promote ‘soft power’.

Led by Paitoon Chutima-
kornkul, advisor to the Prime
Minister and the sports sub-com-
mittee, a delegation of officials
extended a warm welcome to the
arrivals at Phuket International
Airport on Saturday, May 4.

The introduction of the Non-

Visa YED”" 60 Day By PM. Srettha Thavisin.

JAYTHAI

Photo: PR Phuket- g

Immigrant ED Visa, commonly
known as the ‘Non-Ed’ Visa, allows
a 30-day addition to the previous al-
lowance of 60 days, Mr Paitoon said.

As such, the new visa avoids the
necessity of visitors to return home
or travel to other countries for visa

NEWSGTV UVEGses-

extensions, allowing the Muay Thai
students to continue their training
uninterrupted, he added.

The policy by Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin to develop and
promote Thailand’s ‘soft power’,
including Muay Thai, has garnered

significant traction, Mr Paiboon
noted.

Representatives from several
countries have engaged with the
Sports Authority of Thailand’s (SAT)
Board of Boxing Sport, which stands
poised to provide comprehensive
assistance to program participants
in navigating requisite documenta-
tion, he said.

Mr Paitoon underscored the
program’s potential to elevate the
global prominence of Muay Thai,
concurrently fostering broader ap-
preciation for Thailand’s sporting
endeavours on an international scale.

Meanwhile, Pimol Srivikorn,

an advisor to the Prime Minister
and chairman of the sports sub-
committee within the National
Soft Power Strategy Committee,
explained that the SAT and his
sub-committee had conducted a
second trial to grant certificates to
Muay Thai teachers to allow them
to teach overseas.

Eleven candidates had passed
the trial, he said.

“They will be teaching Muay
Thai from tomorrow [May 5] to
Thursday in Saudi Arabia, which
is interested in bringing in Muay
Thai trainers from Thailand,” Mr
Pimol said. The Phuket News
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