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An officer checks documents
of people driving onto Phuket.
Photo: PR Phuket
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ARRIVALS FROM 34 PROVINCES MUST TEST
NEGATIVE FOR COVID FOR ENTRY TO PHUKET

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

huket officials this week warned
P all people intending to travel to
Phuket to prepare to be refused
entry onto the island if they cannot
satisfy the new entry requirements.
Phuket Governor Narong Woon-
ciew issued the new requirements
through a provincial order last Sunday
(July 11). The new requirements came
into effect on Thursday (July 15) and
will remain in effect until July 31.
The new requirements do not
apply to children under 6 years old
traveling with parents.

ARRIVALS FROM ‘RED’
OR ‘DARK RED’ ZONES
Under the order, all arrivals from

red or dark red-zones must be ‘fully
vaccinated’ (or received one injection
of the AstraZeneca vaccine) at least
14 days before arriving, or they must
have been discharged from hospital
after recovering from COVID-19 no
more than 90 days before arriving.

However, starting yesterday (July
15), regardless of which of the other
conditions they satisfy.

Arrivals from red or dark red
zones must now also provide evidence
that they tested negative for the virus
through an RT-PCR test or a Rapid
Antigen Test no more than seven days
before travelling to Phuket.

There will be no exceptions, said
Lt Col Kraisorn Chomchuen of the
Wichit Police, who was on duty at
the Phuket Check Point last Sunday
(July 11) to oversee officers checking

arrivals. Of note, Wichit subdistrict
has the highest number of local
infections on the island, more than
100 infections since Apr 3.

The mandatory test requirement
will apply to all people arriving from
the 10 ‘dark red’” “highest control
and restricted” areas and the 24
‘red’ “highest control” provinces,
listed in the provincial order as:
Bangkok, Samut Prakan, Nonthaburi,
Pathum Thani, Nakhon Pathom,
Samut Sakhon, Songkhla, Pattani,
Yala, Narathiwat, Ayutthaya, Cha-
choengsao, Suphan Buri, Saraburi,
Chainat, Nakhon Nayok, Nakhon
Sawan, Ang Thong, Udon Thani,
Prachinburi, Sing Buri, Lop Buri,
Samut Songkhram, Kanchanaburi,
Ratchaburi, Phetchaburi, Prachuap
Khiri Khan, Chon Buri, Rayong,

Nakhon Ratchasima, Tak, Nakhon
Sri Thammarat, Krabi and Ranong.

ARRIVALS FROM ‘YELLOW’
OR ‘ORANGE’ ZONES

For people who start their journey

to Phuket from the remaining zones

or provinces designated as ‘yellow’

or ‘orange’ COVID-control areas —

including Phang Nga — the rules of

entry remain unchanged.

As such, like arrivals from the
red zones, all arrivals from yellow
or orange zones must be ‘fully vac-
cinated’ (or received one injection
of the AstraZeneca vaccine) at least
14 days before arriving, or they must
have been discharged from hospital
after recovering from COVID-19 no
more than 90 days before arriving.

However, for arrivals from...
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huket officials are drawing
Pup battle plans in anticipation

of a spike in infections on
the island after Phuket Provincial
Public Health Office (PPHO) Chief
Dr Kusak Kukiattikoon confirmed
that both the Delta and Beta variants
of COVID-19 have now been found
among infected people in Phuket.

The news was revealed at the
Phuket Communicable Disease
Control Committee meeting on July
9, chaired by Phuket Vice Governor
Phichet Panapong.

Joining the meeting were fellow
Vice Governor Vikrom Jakthee,
Phuket Provincial Administrative
Organisation (PPAO, or OrBorJor)
President Rewat Areerob, Vachira
Phuket Hospital Director Chalerm-
pong Sukontapol and Col Sermphan
Sirikong, Deputy Commander of
Phuket Provincial Police.

Dr Kusak reported that 10 new
cases of infection on the island were
confirmed alone on July 9, which
he noted was the highest number

PPHO Chief Dr Kusak (right) confirmed the Beta and Delta COVID
variants were already on Phuket. Photo: PPHO

of cases over the preceding several
days, which had remained in the
single digits.

“As a result, the situation of the
spread of COVID-19 in the area of
Phuket is not very reliable. As new
patients are now found outside of
LQ [local quarantine venues] or not
in quarantine, and most of them are
Thai people who travelled from other
areas,” he said.

“All those close to those con-
firmed infected have been quaran-
tined,” he added.

However, Dr Kusak also noted,

“Now in Phuket one case of the
Delta variant has been confirmed
who has been receiving treatment
for the past five days. Four more
cases of the Beta variant have been
confirmed, in addition to two previ-
ously confirmed.”

All Beta infections identified in
Phuket were people who had travelled
from four southern border provinces,
Dr Kusak said.

“All those who have had close
contact [with those infected with the
Beta variant] and at high risk have
been put into quarantine,” he added.

“Therefore, people are asked to
strictly take precautions according
to the measures prescribed by the
government to prevent further spread
of the COVID-19 virus in the area,”
Dr Kusak said.

Of note, while Dr Kusak was
finally confirming that Delta variant
was confirmed on Phuket five days
ago, his announcement followed
him on June 30 denouncing claims
shared across social media that the
Delta variant of the COVID virus had
been found in Phuket as fake news.

In response to an anticipated
rise in infections in Phuket, the
committee last week reviewed a raft
of options, including setting up a
third field hospital at the 4000-seat
Indoor Sports Stadium at Saphan
Hin for critically ill patients requir-
ing ventilators, and the approval of
70 more local quarantine rooms at
a venue in Nai Yang.

Other measures considered were
to increase allowing people to quar-
antine at home and accelerating vac-
cination of high-risk groups of people
over 60 years old and those afflicted
with the seven medical conditions

PPHO braces for infections

recognised by the Ministry of Public
Health as posing higher risk.

Further measures under consid-
eration included prohibiting travel
across provinces, ordering risk loca-
tions to close and asking people to
leave their homes only for essential
reasons, and postponing the TAT
event ‘Colourful Phuket” indefinitely.

The committee noted they were
waiting on further guidelines for
adjusting public health and social
measures, and were to wait for fur-
ther announcements by the Centre of
COVID-19 Situation Administration
(CCSA) before determining which
actions are to be taken by provincial
order.

The committee recognised that
there still were not enough staff
to enforce entry requirements to
Phuket at the ports on the island, and
considered ramping up enforcement
of COVID-prevention measures by
use of law, charging people who
intentionally conceal travel infor-
mation or provide false information
to officers investigating sources of
infections by charging them under
the Communicable Diseases Act.
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Arrivals from danger zones

Continued from page 1
..yellow or orange zones presenting test results

00 003

DOMESTIC Measures for entering ko)

PHUKE

Far Both Thais l
and Forelgners

choose to present evidence that they tested
negative for the virus through an RT-PCR test
or an Antigen Test no more than seven days
before travelling to Phuket instead of prov-
ing they are vaccinated or recently recovered
from COVID.

COMPLY OR GO HOME
Lt Col Kraisorn explained that there are about
2,000-3,000 vehicles coming through the
Phuket Check Point onto the island every day.

“We have found some arrivals who did
not meet the entry requirements [currently
in effect], and we did not let them onto the
island,” he said.

“We also needed to explain to them about
the necessity to strictly follow the rules,” he
added.

“We just had two women who came by bus
who had received their vaccination injection
less than 14 days before arriving,” he said,
citing one example of people being refused
onto Phuket.

“For arrivals who come by bus but do not
meet the requirements, we have officers from
the Phuket Land Transport Office [PLTO] to
help them find any vehicle to return home,”
Lt Col Kraisorn noted.

“Please closely follow updates on the entry
requirements and prepare yourselves before
coming, otherwise you will not be allowed
to enter the island,” he said.

An officer from the Phuket Public Health
Office [PPHO] stationed at the checkpoint
explained, “Please make sure that you take
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an RT-PCR or Rapid Antigen test — not an
antibody test — because we accept only the
two testing methods.

“Some people presented their antibody
test results and were denied entry to Phuket,
and we needed to tell them to have a new test
somewhere,” the officer said.

An officer from the PLTO noted, “Most of
those who have been denied entry to Phuket
are those who have received an vaccination
injection of AstraZeneca less than 14 days
before arriving.

“For bus passengers, we have told bus
companies to inform and examine their cus-
tomers before selling tickets. However, right
now buses from Bangkok, Betong, Khon Kaen
and Pattaya have already been suspended,”
he added.

'] thephuketnews
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Sandbox: Good idea,

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

or Stefanie Korényi
F coming back to Thai-

land last week was the
realisation of a dream years
in coming and six months just
in preparation. She arrived in
Phuket on July 6 and 24 hours
later she was forced to move
from her booked hotel to an
alternative local quarantine
(ALQ) because someone else
on her flight tested positive for
COVID-19.

Before leaving her native
Germany, Stefanie sold nearly
everything she had to begin
her new adventure in Thai-
land. Today she is staying in
a “quarantine hotel” in Phuket
she didn’t book, and paying
B52,000 for the privilege.

“Once I arrive in Phuket,

things continue to run su-
per smoothly. My papers are
checked 3 times, then I get
my luggage, before I have the

first PCR test done at the exit.
The whole procedure takes
less than an hour. My driver
is already waiting outside the
door to take me to my SHA+
hotel in Rawai Beach. Until
the test result comes back, I
have to wait in the room. But
the room is beautiful, the bal-

cony overlooks the pool, the
minibar is well stocked and
after the long journey I am
tired anyway,” she explained.

“The next morning my
test result is ready (about 18
hours later): negative. My
vacation can begin! With my
rented scooter I first go to Nai

Harn Beach and Windmill
Viewpoint. In the afternoon
I relax at the pool and have a
delicious Chang beer with two
Israelis at the swim-up bar.
I am just about to get ready
for dinner, when my phone
rings... At the other end is
the lady from the reception.

Sandbox infections were expected’

PHUKET SANDBOX TOURISTS TEST-
ing positive for COVID-19 was expected and
the infections will not stop after opening 12
days so far, Phuket Provincial Public Health
Office (PPHO) Chief Dr Kusak Kukiattikoon
has said.

“The Sandbox tourists who have tested
positive [so far] include one from the UAE,
three from Myanmar, one from South Africa,
and one from Switzerland. They have been
fully vaccinated with various brands, such
as Pfizer, Moderna, Sinopharm and others,”
Dr Kusak told a press conference held at the
EOC Command Center on Monday (July 12).

“For now, none of the high-risk contacts
[associated with the Sandbox infected] have
tested positive,” he said.

“The infected cases among Phuket Sandbox
tourists were expected under the plan made
before opening the island, and the infections
will not be able to stop the Phuket Sandbox
scheme for sure,” he added.

“I think we have the strictest measures for
screening tourists. We are opening only for
tourists from selected countries. The tourists
must be swab tested before coming and on
arrival, and undergo two more tests during
the 14-day stay. I think this is the strictest.
The only way to be stricter is to require them
to stay in their hotels,” Dr Kusak said.

“Our medical and public health staff can
work in a timely manner. We have disease
investigation staff in all areas, so they can
work very quickly,” he said.

“Finding infected cases [among Sandbox
tourists] demonstrates that vaccinations cannot
100% protect you from the virus, so every person
needs to strictly follow the DMHTTA measures.
Do not underestimate the virus,” he said.

B @thephuketnews

Sandbox tourists being infected with
COVID-19 will not stop the Phuket
Sandbox scheme, said PPHO Chief Kusak
Kukiattikoon. Photo: PR Phuket

“Meanwhile, you can see that our disease
control measures work effectively, and they
will boost confidence among tourists and
local people,” Dr Kusak assured.

“For today [July 12], we found only one
new infected case on the island, bringing the
total number of infected cases to 788.

“We have six cases infected from other
provinces, two cases infected from foreign
countries, and six cases who are Phuket
Sandbox tourists,” he said.

“So far, 721 cases have been discharged
from the hospital, 72 cases are still receiving
treatment, and nine cases have died from the
infection,” he added.

While touting that Phuket recorded only
one local infection on Monday, Dr Kusak
made no mention of the COVID death that
was marked in the same report for that day.

The death marked on Monday was the ninth
fatality in Phuket attributed to COVID-19 since
Apr 3, and followed another death reported
just one day earlier, last Sunday (July 11).

The Phuket News

FROM
SANDBOX
10

FEELING BOXED

Stefanie Korényi is stuck in an ‘alternative local quarantine’ hotel in Phuket even
though she tested negative for COVID-19 after arriving, and after a week in quarantine.
Photo: Stefanie Korényi / Facebook

I am a High Risk Contact of a
passenger who tested positive
on flight EK378 from Dubai
to Phuket, landing on July 6 at
12:30. My dinner is cancelled,
instead I am being told to
transfer to an ALQ hotel. At
my own expense, of course!
The problem is that most

hotels in Phuket have stopped
their quarantine operations
and switched to the sandbox
model. Accordingly, there is
very little choice,” she added.
Stefanie explained that
the ALQ she chose was the
cheapest option: B52,000, not
including the extra COVID
tests she will need to undergo.
She later confirmed that she
will be refunded the B15,00
she had paid for her SHA+
booking, and after officials
visited her that her COVID
test costs would be covered.
What didn’t help at the
time she was informed of
her forced quarantine was
the seeming lack of official
support to make the process
smoother, and understandable.
“Actually, I would have
expected someone from the
health authority, the CCSA,
to be waiting for me at the
reception. But no such thing.
I was practically left to my
own devices. The instruction
to go to an ALQ only went
to my hotel. No help from
the authorities whatsoever!
Null. Zero. Rien. The German
Embassy and the Honorary
Consulate in Phuket also re-
main silent,” she said.
After Stefanie’s experi-
ence became known around

one wrong

the world, watching to see if
the Phuket sandbox proves
to be a success, Stefanie was
contacted by German embassy
officials, staff from the Phuket
office of the Tourism Author-
ity of Thailand, the Phuket
Tourist Association.

By Monday, while still
maintaining a very positive
attitude over her experience
as the “test subject” for a
Sandbox holiday in Phuket
gone wrong, Stefanie drafted a
list of suggestions that would
prove useful for tourism and
health authorities to follow.

“I still think the Sandbox is
a great way to visit Thailand,
even if [ was unlucky to sit next
to a person tested positive and
have to spend the first 14 nights
in quarantine. Thailand — espe-
cially the local people — needs
tourists. And the tourists will
see the island in a way that has
not been possible for the last
10 or more years!” she said.

“So, I hope that my expe-
riences will help to sort out
some teething problems and
will finally make the Sand-
box more attractive to other
travellers; giving them peace
of mind in the unlikely event
that they get in close contact
with someone tested positive,”
Stefanie added.
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Airport taxi fare probe goes nowhere

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

anee Suebrerk, Dep-
uty-Director of the
Department of Land

Transport, arrived in Phuket
from Bangkok last week to
preside over a meeting with
airport taxi operators to in-
vestigate and discuss issues
regarding taxi fares charged
while the COVID economic
crisis continues.

The visit came just days
after Phuket Governor Narong
Woonciew on July 5 ordered
an investigation into the fares
charged by taxi drivers operat-
ing out of Phuket International
Airport following posts online
by foreign tourists highlight
significant disparities charged
by airport taxi drivers, includ-
ing many in excess of the
maximums reported by the
Phuket Tourist Police.

“There have been many
criticisms affecting the im-
age of Phuket, especially the
problem of taxi fares and the

Tanee Suebrerk, Deputy-Director of the Department of

Land Transport, arrived in Phuket last week to discuss
airport taxi fare issues. Photo: PR Phuket

‘Phuket Sandbox’ plan, which
opened on July 1,” Governor
Narong noted.

At the meeting chaired by
Mr Tanee last week, held at
Phuket Vocational College on
July 7, airport taxi operators
“agreed” to charging “20%
off” fares as long as the crisis
continues, said a report by the
Phuket office of the Public
Relations Department (PR
Phuket).

Present at the meeting
were Phuket Vice Governor
Vikrom Jakthee, Phuket Land
Transport Office (PLTO) Chief
Banyat Kantha, along with
other officials and representa-
tives of local taxi companies.

Also present were repre-
sentatives from Phuket Mai
Khao Sakhu Co Ltd (PMK)
and Phuket Limousine and
Business Services Cooperative
(PBC), the two companies that

have rights to operate taxis at
Phuket International Airport
under a concession with Air-
ports of Thailand (AoT).

Representatives of the two
companies confirmed that the
companies had been giving
20% discounts off taxi fares
since the effects of the global
pandemic started being felt
in Phuket, and they asked for
“cooperation” from the Phuket
Provincial Government, said
the report.

The representatives ex-
plained that the fare from the
airport to Patong, a distance of
“about” 38.9 kilometres, used
to be B800, but right now they
were charging only B640, the
report added.

Giving another example,
the representatives said taxi
drivers used to charge B1,000
for travelling from the airport
to Kata, a distance they said
was “about 46km”, but their
drivers were now charging
only B800, the report noted.

“At these prices, they may
not be able to cover the cost

[of operating a taxi] because
we need to handle many costs,
including insurance, petrol and
the concession,” said one of
the representatives, not named
by the PR Phuket report.

“However, we will charge
these rates as long as the pan-
demic continues and Phuket
does not have the number of
tourists like it did before the
pandemic,” the representa-
tive said.

“We will discuss again
about when we will return to
charging the normal rate,” he
concluded.

It was not explained
whether AoT, the Thai public
company that resulted from
the privatisation of the state-
owned Airports Authority of
Thailand (AAT), would offer
any relief in the concessions
to be paid for operating taxis
at the airport.

AoT reported gross in-
come of just B7.7 billion for
fiscal year 2020 (October-
September), compared with
B28.26bn for 2017.

NIRAVIT ‘MOS’ VORAVANITCHA
THANAPONG ‘OAK’ KHAO-AMPHAIPHAN
Graphic designers

All Bangkok—Phuket buses cancelled

ALL INTERPROVINCIALI o,
bus services between Phuket ;
and Bangkok have been sus-
pended, as all bus services
between Bangkok and Southern
Thailand have been cancelled
in response to the COVID re-
strictions issued in the capital.

The cancellation of bus
services came into effect on
July 10 after an announcement
by Sanylak Panyawatthanalikit,
President of the Transport Co
Ltd (BorKorSor), the public
company that oversees all in-
terprovincial bus services.

Mr Sanylak said the cancel-
lation follows the Centre for
COVID-19 Situation Adminis-
tration (CCSA) announcement
designating Bangkok, Nakhon
Pathom, Nonthaburi, Pathum
Thani, Samut Prakan, Samut
Sakhon, Pattani, Yala, Narathi-
wat and Songkhla as dark-red
“highest control” provinces.

As such, all travel within the
hours of 9pm to 4am in those
provinces is now restricted, Mr
Sanylak said.

Hence the cancellation of
bus services between Bangkok
and anywhere in Southern
Thailand came in accordance
with instructions from Transport
Minister Saksayam Chidchob
for the relevant agencies to

Ul The Phuket News

Short circuit blamed for
house fire in Pa Khlok

POLICE BELIEVE
that a fire that caused
extensive damage to
a house in Pa Khlok
on Monday (July
12) was started by
sparks from a circuit
breaker in the house.

Lt Pattarakorn
Phongphaiboon of
the Thalang Police
was informed of the
fire, in Baan Pak
Cheet, Moo 1 Pa
Khlok, at 11:50am.

He in turn called the Pa Khlok Municipality
Fire Department, which dispatched two firetrucks.
Firefighters soon arrived at the scene and had the
blaze under control.

However, by that time the fire had caused
extensive damage to the house. The value of the
damage caused has yet to be estimated.

No people were reported as injured by the fire.

The house owner, Supanee Soonthorntip, told
police that she heard a loud bang from her bedroom.
She ran to the room and saw a lot of smoke. Ms
Supanee quickly escorted her mother out of the
house and called her brother to call the police.

Lt Pattarakorn noted that police at this stage
believe that the cause of the fire was an electrical
short circuit. However, police were still investigat-
ing the cause of the fire, he added.

Eakkapop Thongtub

# @thephuketnews

Image: BorkorSor

adjust the public bus schedule
accordingly and inform the public.

As such, with immediate ef-
fect, from July 10 until further
notice, all southern route bus
services are to stop.

Only three bus services from
Bangkok to Northern Thailand
are to be provided, each providing
only one round-trip service a day:
Bangkok - Khlong Lan, Bangkok -
Lom Sak and Bangkok-Uttaradit.

Northeastern and Eastern
routes are open for service on
10 routes: Bangkok - Nong Bua
Lamphu; Bangkok - Nakhon
Phanom; Bangkok - Loei - Chiang
Khan; Bangkok - Surin; Bang-
kok - Buriram; Bangkok - Ubon
Ratchathani; Bangkok - Muk-
dahan; Bangkok - Rattanaburi;
Bangkok - Trat (round-trip); and
Bangkok-Saraburi, five round-
trips per day.

Bus passengers who booked
tickets in advance for travel
between July 10-25 and do not
wish to travel during that period
can contact the BorKorSor to
postpone their trip or obtain
a full refund at no fee at the
ticket office of the bus station
of departure at least 3 hours
before the departure time, Mr
Sanylak said.

Passengers who have used
their state welfare card to buy
bus tickets will not be granted
a refund, but can postpone their
trip. Such passengers must in-
form the relevant BorKorSor
office at least three hours before
the bus is to depart, he added.

Passengers affected by the
cancellation of bus services were
advised to call the 1490 hotline
or the relevant BorKorSor bus
station. The Phuket News

Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub
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Moderna rush crashes system
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xpats in Phuket have
vented an outpouring
of frustration online

after being unable to register
their reservation of the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccination
being offered by Bangkok
Hospital Phuket and Bangkok
Hospital Siriroj on July 7.

Registrations were made
online through a web portal
set up to receive reservations,
and opened at 9am.

However, by 10:45am
Bangkok Hospital Phuket
posted a notice announcing
that stocks had already sold
out.

More than 67,000 people
attempted to book their vac-
cinations for the Moderna
vaccine, the hospital group
later revealed.

The Moderna vaccine is to
be provided through Bangkok
Hospital Phuket and Bangkok
Hospital Siriroj at B1,650 per
dose, Bangkok Hospital Phuket
said when announcing it was
to open to receive reservations
online.

The Moderna COVID-19
vaccine requires two injec-
tions for the recipient to be
considered as having received

Closed reservations

Alternative vaccine

Moderna

Due to high demand from hospital
clients, our current stock runs out
and next reservations will be

scheduled once the

vaccine becomes available again.

Thank you for your continued trust.
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the full vaccination.

Vaccinations are expected
to take place from October
2021 through January 2022,
Bangkok Hospital Phuket
explained.

Of note, so far only the
Sinovac and AstraZeneca vac-
cines have been provided to
people receiving state-provided
vaccinations

“Due to high demand from
hospital clients, our current
stock runs out and our next
reservations will be scheduled

once the vaccine becomes
available again.” the hospital
later announced.

In a statement issued to
The Phuket News on July 8§,
the Bangkok Hospital group
said, “To everyone that faced
problems registering for al-
ternative vaccine Moderna
yesterday, Bangkok Hospital
Phuket & Siriroj would like
to sincerely apologize for
the technical difficulties and
disappointment experienced.

“The response was over-

Vaccination of expats is continuing,
assures Phuket Must Win chief

DESPITE FOREIGNERS
in Phuket reporting varied
success in being vaccinated
through the ongoing govern-
ment mass-vaccination cam-
paign, Pracha Asawateera,
the Digital Economy Promo-
tion Agency (DEPA) Area
Manager for all of Southern
Thailand, has assured that
the vaccination of foreign-
ers in Phuket is still going
and will continue as long as
vaccine doses continue to
be supplied to the province.
As the DEPA chief for
Southern Thailand, Mr Pra-
cha oversees the Phuket-
MustWin [Www.siadorus.
com] online registration
portal. By provincial policy,
all people in Phuket, Thai
or foreign, to be vaccinated
through the government
campaign must be registered
through PhuketMustWin.
Asked why some for-
eigners have had their reg-
istration approved, then
cancelled, Mr Pracha said,
“Those who have had their
vaccination registration
cancelled must check with
Phuket Immigration Office
and the Phuket Employment

g @thephuketnews

Vaccinations of expats in
Phuket will continue, DEPA
chief for Southern Thailand
assured. Photo: The Phuket
News / file

Office because all foreigners
[who register to be vac-
cinated] must be checked
and approved by the relevant
officials.

“Those who have work
permits must be approved
by both officials, while those
who hold other types of
visas must be approved by
immigration,” he said.

“After the two offices
have given their approval, the
system will allow foreigners
to select their queue [loca-
tion to receive a vaccination
injection]. The two-step
process is to make sure that
the foreigners are living in
Phuket, not from somewhere
else,” Mr Pracha said.

“Right now, in total
59,352 foreigners have been

registered and 38,512 have
received their first injection
while 19,946 have fully been
vaccinated with two doses.
A further 894 are in line to
receive their vaccination,”
he added.

Mr Pracha confirmed that
foreigners in Phuket can still
register to be vaccinated,
but delays were likely as
vaccination appointments
will be allocated only after
the required vaccine doses
arrive from Bangkok.

“When the vaccines
come, the foreigners who
have already been approved
will be allowed to book their
queue. However, it depends
on the Phuket Public Health
Office [PPHO] to manage
and allocate which vaccine
doses are for which groups
of people,” he said.

Asked how many vaccine
doses of which vaccines were
still available in Phuket, Mr
Pracha said, “I have no idea.
You must ask the PPHO.”

“The vaccination of for-
eigners will keep going
as long as we still receive
the vaccines,” Mr Pracha
assured. The Phuket News

whelming with more than
67,000 people trying to register
at 9am and unfortunately our
IT systems were not able to
cope with such a large de-
mand,” the statement read.

“If you were not successful
at this time we will hopefully
have more vaccine availability
in the near future.

“For those whose reserva-
tions for alternative vaccine
Moderna seemed to have been
successful but did not receive
a payment link we will keep

L. 076 360 600

Pool opening hours: 10.00 AM - 08.00 PM

For reservation, please call

your record in our system
so that you do not have to
re-register when the vaccine
becomes available again.

“Once again we are very
sorry for the disappointment
and difficulties experienced
and thank you for your kind
understanding,” the statement
concluded.

The volume of expats un-
able to register through the
web portal due to what has
now been confirmed as service
disruptions saw an outpouring
of comments online harshly
criticising the hospital for its
efforts.

One expat wrote, “Bang-
kok Hospital Phuket since
8:45 I refreshed the page every
minute. How it can be closed
now if it’s never opened for
me to register ?!”

Another said, “That was a
waste of waiting online 4 hrs
not to mention the waiting on
phone calls to be answered.”

One went at length to ex-
plain, “Since 9 am until 11:53
am I’ve tried to register with
your application every minute.
At 09:32 am you sent an email:
“Unfortunately we are expe-
riencing a system failure...”

“At 09:51 am you sent
another email: “We expect the
Moderna vaccine registration

YOUR PASS TO COOL FUN

Special offer THB 300 net/person

to spend on your food and beverage.

@ Swimming Pool
© Fitness Center
& Free Wi-Fi =
© Food & Beverage ﬁ

to be back up and running at
10:30 an...”

“At 11:30 am you sent
another email: “We regret to
inform you that due to high
demand, our current stock of
Moderna has run out...’

“How is that possible when
your application for registra-

Remember that I tried to reg-
ister every single minute for 2
hours and 53 minutes!!! Please
explain — well appreciated!”

Comments online specu-
lated as to how many vaccine
doses were available. One
person wrote “1800 doses they
had they just told me on the
phone...” while another wrote,
“Received a message for the
heart clinic at the hospital, the
were allocated 4000 doses. 1
can’t see anyone who was able
to apply online.”

However, one expat con-
firmed, “It was hard to get
through. But, my wife man-
aged to do it by continuing to
click the link nonstop for an
hour and a half. That’s what
happens when a lot of people
want the same thing. I’ve had
the same experience trying
to buy concert tickets. I am
sorry if you were not one of
the lucky ones who made it
through.”
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OIC secretary-general Suthlphon
Thaveechaiyagarn. Photo: OIC

COVID insurance
claims rise to
over B1.77bn

THE NATIONAL OFFICE OF
the Insurance Commission (OIC)
has reported that total claims on
COVID-19 insurance policies bal-
looned to over B1.77 billion in the
first half of this year.

OIC secretary-general Suthi-
phon Thaveechaiyagarn said the
increase in insurance claims was
in line with records for daily new
infections and emerging clusters.

He said the insurance industry
has enough reserves to handle even
the direst scenario, in which the
pandemic and new variants are not
controlled this year, with vaccines
being successfully developed and
distributed in 2022 and 2023.

Mr Suthiphon added that the
OIC has requested cooperation from
non-life insurance companies by
being cautious in making dividend
payments this year.

At the end of March, the capital
adequacy ratio (CAR) of the life
insurance industry was 329%,
similar to its 320% mark at the
end of 2020. The CAR of non-life
insurance was 320%, down from
324% at the end of last year. NNT
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Airlines scramble over travel
restriction cancellations

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

our major domestic airlines
F — Nok Air, Vietjet, Bangkok

Air and Thai Smile — have
announced emergency measures for
passengers needing to reschedule
flights due to the restrictions now
imposed in Bangkok and its sur-
rounding five provinces.

The announcements follow the
Centre for COVID-19 Situation
Administration (CCSA) imposing
travel restrictions on those living
in the greater Bangkok area, which
came into effect on July 10.

Bangkok and the surrounding
five provinces have been designated
“dark red” zones, as have four
southern border provinces.

All people in dark red zones are
“asked” to refrain from travel. They
are also asked to stay at home from
9pm to 4am each night, leaving their
residence only for essential reasons.

Interprovincial travel is to be
restricted to minimise the movement
of people, the CCSA announced.

The scramble to allow passengers
to reschedule flights also follows
the announcement that AirAsia has
suspended all domestic flights from
July 10 through to July 31.

“Adhering to the Government’s
COVID-19 prevention measures,
Thai Air Asia will temporarily
suspend operations on all domestic
flights (FD Flights) from 10 July to
31 July 2021,” the notice said.

“We hope to resume operations

Four major domestic airlines have announced options to reschedule
flights for travellers affected by the travel restrictions. Photo: Vietjet

from 1 August 2021 onward,” it
added.

Guests who have booked flights
during the above period will be con-
tacted by AirAsia, the airline noted.

“We will reach out to you via
SMS or email, to discuss your flight
recovery options, per our Terms and
Conditions,” the notice explained.

“We apologise for any inconven-
ience caused and we thank you for
your continued support,” the notice
concluded.

Nok Air in their announcement
“Nok Air understands” said, “For
passengers whose travel schedule
is between 10 - 24 July 2021, there
is a policy of assistance as follows.

Able to change the travel date
without a change fee 1 time.

- If the ticket price of the new
flight is higher than the original
flight passengers must pay the dif-

ference in ticket price.

- The new travel date must be
within December 31, 2021 and must
be on the original itinerary only.

- The flight change must not be
less than 12 hours before the original
scheduled departure.

- Can use an Open Ticket until
December 31, 2021

- If the ticket price of the new
flight is higher than the original
flight passengers must pay the dif-
ference in ticket price.

- The new travel date must be
within December 31, 2021 and must
be on the original itinerary only.

- The flight change must not be
less than 12 hours before the original
scheduled departure.

- Can be stored as “Credit Shell”
until March 31, 2022.

- If the ticket price of the new
flight is higher than the original

flight passengers must pay the dif-
ference in ticket price.

- The new travel date must be
within March 31, 2022.

Vietjet, Bangkok Airways and
Thai Smile all also issued similar
notices, and urged passengers af-
fected by the travel restrictions to
contact their offices.

The flurry of announcements
by the domestic airlines explaining
the options to reschedule flights fol-
lows the Civil Aviation Authority
of Thailand (CAAT) last year being
forced to issue a reminder for all
domestic airlines to uphold terms
and conditions for refunds and
rescheduled flights due to COVID
measures after the industry was
flooded with reports of vouchers
being issued without any means of
foreseeable redemption in the wake
of the lockdown last year.

A GROUP OF AROUND 100 LOCAL

Local fishermen request rule expansmn as competition booms

fishermen have filed a formal request
to the Phuket Governor seeking per-
mission to expand the scope of their
allocated fishing area, stating increased
competition due to COVID-19 has
hindered their catch numbers.

The current law states local fisher-
men are not permitted to operate beyond
a 1.5 nautical mile radius from Phuket’s
shoreline, something members of the
local fishing industry claim needs to
be revised.

The group, led by Phuket Fish-
ery Association head Somsak
Promkaew, gathered at Queen
Sirikit Park in Phuket Town on July
7 to air their grievances and present
their formal request to Phuket Vice
Governor Pichet Panapong.

Several of the group also had
placards and signs containing
slogans such as “Phuket fishermen
do not have sufficient area to work
in”, “Be kind to us”, and “We want
our 3 nautical miles back”.
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“As a result of the COVID-19
economic crisis, an increasing
number of people have turned

to fishing in order to generate an
income,” Mr Somsak commented.

“Before the pandemic there
were around only 1,200 boats
registered with the Phuket office
of the Fishery Department — that
figure has grown considerably in
the last 12 months.

“That is why we are asking
authorities to seriously consider
our request to increase the catch-
ment area to three nautical miles
in order to reduce the congestion.

“We always adhere to the stand-
ards of sustainable fishing with a
focus on protecting and maintain-
ing natural resources. We do not
operate in an irresponsible way and
always follow the law by fishing
away from the coral reef where
tourists go diving,” he added.

V/Gov Pichet told the fisherman
that he will discuss this request
with relevant officers and inform
them of the outcome accordingly.

The Phuket News

When do | change my transmlssmn oil?

AUTOMATIC TRANSMIS-

with new oil. This provides a
very low-quality solution as
the dirt stays inside the trans-
mission and the old oil lowers

- DESSERTS

halan 2 Phuket, Thailand

NEWSSTV UVE

sions are a crucial component
of most modern cars and are
the second-most expensive
part of any car after the en-
gine. They need to be serviced
correctly and on time to en-
sure good performance and
to avoid costly breakdowns.

Transmissions need a
service every two years or
40,000km, whichever comes
first. There are many dif-
ferent types of automatic

transmissions and many dif-
ferent transmission oils you
can buy. It is crucial to use
transmission oil that is correct
for your car and approved by
the manufacturer.

It is common to drain out
half of the old oil and top it up

the quality of the new oil.

A better way to service
your transmission is with
an innovative tool called
Geartronic from Germany.
Geartronic will clean and
pump out all old oil and dirt
deposits before filling in
the new oil. Geartronic is
available at MyCarRepair
(T: 076-600069) opposite
Thai Watsadu at the Heroines
Monument.

'] thephuketnews
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Government lambasted
for wa!ing early success

Bangkok Post

he government has
mismanaged the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and

supply of vaccines, which
has plunged the country into
a crisis and stifled opportuni-
ties to recover, according to
new research by the Thailand
Development Research Insti-
tute (TDRI).

The institute has also
called for the setting up of
an independent committee
to study the mishandling of
the pandemic with the aim
of drawing up a blueprint
to prevent similar mistakes
occurring in the future as it
evaluates the government’s
performance after two years
in office.

According to the report,
Thailand succeeded in con-
taining the first wave of the
pandemic thanks to hard work
from the medical and public
health community and pub-
lic cooperation, albeit at the
expense of the economy. The
country’s tourism-dependent
economy saw a sharp 6.1%
contraction in 2020, its worst
in 22 years.
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The third wave of the pandemic, which started in late March, was linked to entertainment
venues in Bangkok’s Thong Lor-Ekkamai area. Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya

However, although that
initial success gave the gov-
ernment a chance to prepare
for a second wave and hasten
the reopening of the country,
flawed policy squandered the
early boost and also played a
part in triggering the second
wave, it added.

That second wave began in
December last year at a shrimp
market in Samut Sakhon,
where ensuing events shed
light on lax border controls
where migrant labour is con-
cerned.

The third wave, which
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started in late March was
linked to entertainment venues
in Bangkok’s Thong Lor-
Ekkamai area, and a clear
sign of the government’s poor
preparations, the report con-
cluded.

The government was
slow to spend the B45 billion
healthcare budget, drawn from
the BI trillion borrowing, to
strengthen the public health
system. By early June, only
Bl11.6bn, or 26.1%, had been
disbursed.

According to the TDRI, the
public health system is now

under considerable strain and
many hospitals have had to ask
the public to donate essential
medical equipment.

Total infections up to the
end of March this year stood at
28,000, but then rose sharply
to 317,000 by July 9. Deaths
also surged from 94 to 2,500
during the same period.

“People must be held re-
sponsible and there should be
an independent committee
to gather facts and study the
situation to prevent the same
mistakes in the future,” said
the report.

Stunning Luxury Villa with Superb Patong Bay Views
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Health Minister Anutin. Photo: NNT

Stance on Sinovac shifted

THE PUBLIC HEALTH
Ministry has decided to start
administering AstraZeneca’s
COVID-19 vaccine as a sec-
ond dose to those who had
received a Sinovac jab for their
first shot, in what is seen as a
major shift in the government’s
vaccination policy.

The AstraZeneca jab will
be administered three to four
weeks after the first Sinovac
injection, Public Health Min-
ister Anutin Charnvirakul said
on Monday (July 12), adding
a combination of the jabs
will confer greater immunity
against the Delta variant of
the coronavirus.

That said, Mr Anutin
stopped short of explaining
what those who have had two
shots of the Sinovac vaccine
should do once the change in
policy comes into force, or
how it would affect people
who are waiting for their
first or second dose of the
AstraZeneca vaccine.

The move came amid

B 4 Bacdrooms
B & Bathrooms
B Millionaires Mile

B Stunning Views Over Kamala Bay
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B 1,589 m’
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growing questions about the
efficacy of the Sinovac and
AstraZeneca jabs against the
Delta strain.

A source at the Public
Health Ministry said from
now on, a combination of the
vaccines will be administered
in the national inoculation
campaign.

“We won’t administer
Sinovac jabs as the first, sec-
ond or booster shot anymore.
According to research, a shot
of Sinovac, followed up by
an AstraZeneca shot, can
trigger an immune response
that is almost equal to two
shots of AstraZeneca’s,” the
source said.

Anutin also announced
the booster shot drive would
launch before the end of the
month for frontline medical
workers who had received two
shots of COVID-19 vaccine.
The third shot, he said, would
be administered three to four
weeks after the second shot.

Bangkok Post
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Andy Tong Dee

aving covered quite a lot of music venues
in my articles for this column, now seems a
good time to tell you about an exciting new
band I have seen playing that has come out
of the COVID crisis.
In March 2020, on the eve of the
COVID outbreak reaching Thailand,
25-year-old virtuoso guitarist ‘Nine’ from
Ubon Ratchathani met bassist Kaely from Phat-
thalung and drummer Roger from Surat Thani at
Moody’s Bar in Patong. It was there they jammed
together with Moody, a well-known rock guitarist
from Myanmar, before his departure. While other
musicians were to return home to their respective
provinces, the three of them remained in Phuket,
practicing together and giving birth to the Blues
Rock trio Gypsy Sun. Before the COVID crisis hit
Phuket, you may have heard them playing in Michel-
angelo’s Bar in Phuket Town, the Ice Bar in Kathu
and Coconut Live, Rawai.

I first met Nine a few years ago while I was run-
ning a series of open mic nights in the Pastel Bar in
Phuket Town. Nine kindly played several times for
me, and has done so once with Roger and Kaely. A
natural entertainer, Nine likes to show off a little,
playing with his teeth Hendrix-style on occasions. It
was great fun singing and blowing some harmonica
with him. I still do occasionally when I go to see them
play, but I am reluctant to do so these days as their
music is so much tighter and slicker now. They may
have all had a tough year with COVID, but they are
on a roll now after all their time practicing.

Phitket GNews

Gypsy Sun at Lean on Me Fest.

Nine first picked up a guitar at 15 in order to im-
press the girls, as so many young men have done in
the past. He is self-taught, picking up guitar licks by
listening to songs from the greats such as Eric Clap-
ton, BB King and Jimi Hendrix. Kaely, the band’s
32-year-old bass player, was taught guitar at music
school, but switched to bass when he discovered an
opening. Roger the drummer is the senior member
of the band at 45. Heavily influenced by Steve Gadd,
Roger started drumming after watching a neighbour
playing while just 15.

They chose the name Gypsy Sun in homage to Jimi
Hendrix’s final band, Gypsy Sun and Rainbows, the
band playing all of his most famous songs. However,
they also play many songs from The Rolling Stones,
Cream, The Police, Pink Floyd, The Doors and The
Allman Brothers.

So why do I consider them to be a great up and
coming band? It comes down to three things.

Firstly, they only play music they like, and you can
see this in the joyful exuberance of their performances.
Let’s face it, it’s pretty damn soul-destroying knocking
out certain tired old classics every night for the tourists
just because you feel you have to. So they just don’t!

S

PROJECT SUPPLIES DIRECT

prices in Phuket

PROJECT SUPPLIES DIRECT

ffice at Tesco Lons Th
R 66 87 061 7631

psd -

Phuket “3‘\:-15:' sn b oo

Contact us for the lowest

THAILAND’S "
PvC WINDOW

SPECIALISTS

SINCE 2004

DECADENT

...e:rceedirig_:fy
_INDULGENT /

D%

ONEPHUKET

AM ISLAND UNITED

NEWSSTV uUvEGses-

2% £ 7
)NEPHUKET

5,

b :
excessively... ‘

ik
VERTIGO

THEPHUKETNEWS.COM I FRIDAY, JULY 16, 2021

Secondly, they are tight, and I mean really tight.
All the time spent practicing last year while bars
were shut or no gigs were coming in was not wasted.
Lately, I have noticed the quality of their singing has
leapt forward, with some neat harmonies developing.
Nine sings the more bluesy songs with a baritone,
raspy voice reminiscent of Howling Wolf. Kealy picks
up those in a higher key or needing greater clarity.
It’s a system that works well.

Finally, Gypsy Sun has that unique dynamic that
comes from being a trio which I call the ‘Power of
Three’. There’s just so much clutter in life, and we
yearn sometimes for something simpler and purer.
Just think of that lead guitarist who plays with far
too much reverb and distortion, running up and down
scales as fast as he can and boring the hell out of us
in the process. Then go and hear Nine playing his
battered Stratocaster oh so melodically Clapton-style
with only a wah wah pedal, a cheap 15-watt tube amp
and just his two mates backing him up. Trios like
Gypsy Sun can show us you don’t need all the effects,
that horn section, the backing vocalists, the keyboard
player or an extra guitarist. More is not always better,
less can be more.

Just think of the great Rock trios of the past:
Cream, The Jimi Hendrix Experience, Green Day,
Motorhead, The Police, ZZ Top and Nirvana. Play-
ing in a trio is hard work and requires a high level
of competency, but it can lead to a pleasant, more
minimalistic style of music, more personal, with songs
stripped down to their basic structure of rhythm, riff,
melody and lyrics. For me, this is the way music can
and should always be: simple and direct.

Expat Andy Tong Dee is a live music enthusiast and
musician living in Phuket. Follow him on his Facebook
page Phuket Music Scene.
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Soi Dog Foundation

oi Dog Foundation has come
out in support of volunteers at
the Phuket Stray Dog Shelter
in Thalang who filed an official
complaint to Governor Narong
Woonciew earlier this month
concerning their ongoing ban
from helping at the shelter.

With their previous complaints to
the Phuket Provincial Livestock Office
(PPLO) ignored, and their concerns for
the welfare of the dogs at the Phuket
Stray Dog Shelter in Thalang rising,
volunteers at the shelter took the mat-
ter to Phuket Provincial Hall.

The volunteers on July 2 filed an
official complaint addressed to Phuket
Governor Narong Woonciew.

“The livestock officers must know
full well that there are only six staff at
the shelter who are responsible for tak-
ing care of almost 1,000 dogs and who
operate on an insufficient budget,” the
volunteers said in their written request
for urgent action.

“You must know that the dogs in the
shelter do not have freedom and have
to fight for food in order to survive. We
volunteers have helped by working in
the shelter for the last five years when
there were only originally around 300
dogs. Today there are around 1,000
dogs and urgent help is needed.

“We regularly clean all areas for the
dogs, shower and clean them and sepa-
rate any sick dogs from the others. We
have also managed to successfully find
people who are willing to adopt a dog.
As the shelter did not have sufficient

budget, we have found ways of generat-
ing some funds to help,” they added.

Soi Dog shares their concerns and
is strongly urging Governor Narong to
take action. Like the volunteers, Soi
Dog has been banned from helping at
the Phuket Stray Dog Shelter — also
known as the government dog pound —
since January this year.

The foundation was notified of the
decision in writing by the Phuket Pro-
vincial Office of the Department of
Livestock Development (DLD). The let-
ter stated that, while responsibility for
the shelter was being transferred from
the OrBorTor (tambon administration
organisation) to the OrBorJor (Phuket
Provincial Administration organisation,
or PPAO), external assistance would not
be permitted.

The letter also advised that Soi Dog
would be contacted should any dogs re-
quire emergency treatment; however, no
such contact has been made.

Soi Dog has assisted the Phuket
Stray Dog Shelter for many years. Their
veterinary team, community outreach
team and animal rescue officers work
together to ensure that all dogs housed
there are neutered, vaccinated, de-
wormed, protected and against ticks
and fleas and treated for any other
health issues. Last year alone, they
administered over 4,600 treatments on-
site and admitted over 250 dogs to their
own shelter in Mai Khao for further
care — all at Soi Dog’s expense.

With no help from Soi Dog or local
volunteers at the understaffed and un-
derfunded shelter, concerns are growing
daily for the welfare of the 1,000+ dogs
who live there.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION & O74 304 312 « QSLORGIPHUKET

B @thephuketnews

In March, Soi Dog raised the is-
sue with the DLD in Bangkok who
subsequently granted them permis-
sion to visit the shelter to vaccinate
the dogs, as they do in March every
year. However, the Phuket Provin-
cial Office of the DLD has continued
to refuse Soi Dog staff entry on the
grounds of COVID-19, despite the vis-
it complying with all disease control
requirements, the local population be-
ing largely vaccinated and the Phuket
Sandbox scheme now underway. The
dogs’ vaccinations are now many
months overdue, putting them at real
risk of contracting deadly infectious
diseases such as parvovirus and dis-
temper.

stray s

LLAROME,
by the seari

French Cuisine & Sunset Rooftop bar

Menu Wellington 2490s for Two

Soi Dog is calling on Governor
Narong to uphold his duty of care and
stop the potential suffering of the dogs
at the shelter by taking the simple
step of reopening the shelter and ac-
cepting the assistance being freely
offered.

247/5 Prabaramee Rd, Kalim Beach
Reservation 076 346 271
Open daily from 4PM

Phitket
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Across
1. Morning beads

1. What'’s the name of the largest military installation in the world? 8. Org. with eligibility machine inserts
. . rules 65. Pick 31
2
2. PEZ candy is named after which German word? 12. Emergency door sign 66. Cut the crop 3o
3. What is famous actor Will Smith’s real first name? 13. Pickpocket 67. Aberdeen maiden 54

4. What is the circumference of the Earth around the Equator

(to the nearest thousand)?

5. What does the ‘WH’ stand for in the name of the book store

franchise chain WHSmith?

Answers below, centre

SUDOKU

15. Lummox’s
exclamation

16. Salad cheese

17. Seeped

18. Jacuzzis

19. Fruity dessert

22. Prefix for cycle or
verse

23. NHL great

24, Treaties

28. Restrained from

indulging
34. Raisond’ ___

35. Indian queen
36. Vane direction
37. Fruity dessert

42.Sis, e.g.
43. Linear

44. Big name in oil

48. Main ideas
49. Legislative figure

for short

52. Fruity desserts
60. Strategem

say

50. Sighting in the sky,

61. Trap at a ski lodge,

68. A pint, maybe
69. “Hey Jude,” for one

Down
1. Phone trio
2. Subjects of many

Taylor Swift songs 40.
3.1984-88 skating ~ 41.

gold medalist

4. Commendation 46.

5. Fear

6. Tailor’s concern

7. Adviser

8. Crime syndicate, 48
with “Cosa” 51

9. Business associates 52

10.0n___ thh 53,

11. Mgr.’s aide 54.

13. Kind of hall 55.

45. Whatever happened 14. New Deal inits.

20. Hung. neighbor

21.School of Hindu 26
57.

philosophy
24. Big name in pop

25. Had home cooking 58.

26. Base for some 59.
jellies 63.
27.P.l, e.g.

39.

. Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York

62. Attention-getting 29.
word 30.
5. 2nd letter addendum 64. Some vending

Slender nails
Noted New York
photographer
Goldin

. Terminus

. Portray

. Audition tapes
38.

Authority in card
games

Letter
accompanier:
abbr.

Yellow, for one
Aishwarya of
Bollywood
Phrase of
emphasis

47. One of the

Kennedys

. Government dot
. Source
. One way off base

Mexican pineapple
Anchor

Sch. where Bill
Walton played
Stagger
Prominent features
for Spock

Stat start

Penn of films

Stat of fuel
efficiency

Answers to this week’s Pop Quiz:

AiuaH welim (g ‘saliw TO6've / WMSLO'0F (1 ‘PIelltM (€
{Quiwiaddad) azuiwiayald (g {(000°09¢ ¥sa dod) 88eag 1104 (T

Visit: www.ilovecrosswords.com

Solutions to last week’s puzzles:

GOT YOUR

9

milligrammes is roughly how

much cocaine each glass of

Coca-Cola used to contain until

1903.

30

years old were Marilyn Monroe
and Queen Elizabeth Il when
they first met each other. They

were both born in 1926.

20,000

one-litre bottles of air every day
is how much humans need to

breathe.

160,000

US dollars is the value of
the diamond Arizona man

Walter Earl Morrison stole and
then traded for $20 worth of

marijuana.

1
billion

US dollars is the offer ABBA

turned down to reunite in 2000.

Source: Uberfacts
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DVIEW
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Once upon a time in Phuket Town. Photo by Greg Dillen

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket? Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

July 16, 1941

Joe DiMaggio hits safely for
the 56" consecutive game, a
streak that still stands as a
Major League Baseball (MLB)
record.

July 17, 1402

Zhu Di, better known by
his era name as the Yongle
Emperor, assumes the throne
over the Ming dynasty of
China. He later builds the
Forbidden City and orders
Admiral Zheng He to undergo

This week in history

major sea voyages across
the South Pacific and Indian
Oceans.

July 18, 1992

A picture of Les Horribles
Cernettes becomes the first
photo posted to the World
Wide Web.

July 19, 1947

Prime Minister of the shadow
Burmese government, Bo-
gyoke Aung San and eight
others are assassinated.

Les Horribles Cernettes, the first
picture posted on the Internet.

July 20, 1960

Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) elects
Sirimavo Bandaranaike Prime
Minister, the world’s first elect-
ed female head of government.

July 21, 1983

The world’s lowest tempera-
ture in an inhabited location
is recorded at Vostok Sta-
tion, Antarctica, at —89.2°C
(—128.6°F).

July 22, 1706
The Acts of Union 1707 are
agreed upon by commissioners
from the Kingdom of England
and the Kingdom of Scotland,
leading to the creation of the
Kingdom of Great Britain.
Source: Wikipedia

'] thephuketnews
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Trades & Services o/ Siimtion
CORPORATE SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT
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VEeRTIGO
AVC ENGINEERING

P . | Pipe !n'.|||.~-:!i|.:-|| " 5 9
CM Asia Co., Ltd - quality services since 2003 Home Automation MEP Engineering

office@tcm-asia.com 086-9439834 Solar Power Lighting Design

VIDEC PRODUCTIONS

WE MAKE YOU
LOOK GOOD.

YERTIGOVIDEO
PRODUCTIONS.COM

081 970 0677 AVCPHUKET.COM

R Plumber L[‘[ﬂ_@‘[‘[ﬂj SMARL TaLE2 New Year - New You

Baan YWana - Cherng Talay o .
ity German Waler Team Lid.Pari il pem A e e T Tel: 076 620168 (et the life vou want with support
AL KIND'S OF HOT AND CELD WATER SYSTEMS W rapair what your husband fived from Expat Life Coach.

SHOT WATER SOLAR SYSTEMS AND SOLAR PLWPS

POOL EQUVPRENT AND SERVICE
-REPAIR ALL KINDE OF WATER SYSTEMS AND POOL PUMPS
-A VARIETY OF WATER FLTRATION SYSTEMS TO AT YOUR NEEDS

SHOWROOM NEXT TO WAT CHALONG
OPEN FROM 8AM TO 5PM

Contact us todav Lo arrange

T
an informal chat
W -;“l."l'l'lil'lﬂ-ﬂrl_ll'!l"im LoV

094 584 8368 (THAI) Email: gavmanwalaraamil yahoo. ds

089 645 4848 (GER / ENG)

wchaoutlook.com

LUXURY VILLA CLUB"

DIRECT * RENTALS * SALES

o oman

Villa and Yacht Websites Mac-Nels
Photography, Videos, Drone MACNELS SHIPPING PHUKET
Villa Rental, Sales & Marketing B i
Property Inventories © OFFICE: 076 605907
25 Years Experience © MOBILE: CALL PETER 0863645862

_ ;w E—

“"';:';’;‘. Where to

P H IJ KET? Honomu@l’[xi‘rﬁé‘"i"ﬁ ALS) eaﬂ@
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RESTAURANT

BAR
98/18 Vises Road
Rawai
Oli: 181/891 4381

www, shakersphuket.com
shakersphuket@gmail com
GPS: NO7 46.971
Eg98-19.001

Friday Mussels night

1.2 Kg mussels served with French Fries Your choice,
Your style: Mariniere, Provencale, Garlic & cream or
Thai style We have a kid’s playground zone. Price
vary from 295 baht to 350 baht depending on choice
ordered. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.
com/shakersphuket

RESTAURANT

BAR
98/18 Vises Road
Rawai
Oli: 081/891 4381

www, shakersphuket.com
shakersplhukefi@gmail com
GPS: NO7 46.971
EQ9819.001

Sunday roast

12PM — 9PM: All you can eat Sunday Roast Buffet
Beef, Pork & Lamb — Cauliflower, Broccoli, Peas,
Carrots, Fried mushrooms, Grilled Tomatoes —
Yorkshire pudding — Roasted Potatoes, Mashed
Potatoes — Gravy, Mushroom sauce, Horse raddish,
Mint Sauce. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
350 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 175 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket

RESTAURANT

BAR
98718 Vises Road
Rawai
Oli: 081/891 4381

www, shakersphuket.com
shakersphuket@gmail com
GPS: NO7 46.971
EQ9E-I19.001

Monday BBQ night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked
to order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages,
Prawns & Squids, salad buffet, Baked potatoes,
potato salad & various sauces, Bread, Buns & garlic
bread. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket

RESTAURANT

BAR
98718 Vises Road
Rawai
Oli: 081/891 4381

www. shalersphulet. com
shakersphuket@gmail com
GPS: NOT 46,971
EG98 19.001

Wednesday Ribs night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ Pork Ribs
served with Salad Buffet, Potato Salad & Choice of
Sauces. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
325 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket

CARS, TRUCKS
FOR SALE

18 Seater Mitsubishi Bus x 2

18 Seater Mitsubishi Bus (2 buses), Year December 2011.
Yellow Registration Plates. THB 950,000 (each). Contact: :

Robin Lee on Mobile [061 829 8293.

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

¢ Land is 1,656 square meters approx on 3 Chanote titles.
Has concrete road, water and electric. Small quiet village
close to Mission Heights. I'm looking for 4.5 million Baht, :
¢ negotiable. Call 093 629 4400.

CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE

PROPERTY
FOR RENT

PROPERTY
FOR RENT

HALF PRICE CONDO
LAGUNA AREA

200m to Bangtao, 2 pools, Jacuzzi, sauna, gym, BBQ, 140
sgm. Free: bikes, electric scooters, drinking water, coconuts,
3TVs, Netflix, 200TV channels. HALF PRICE 076 324404 :

¢ phuket@casuarinashores.co i Graham Herdman

Kata Gardens Private Pool
Kata Gardens Private Pool Penthouses. Walk to Beach
Ocean View 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Units Available. 2 Com-
mon Area Pools. plrkata@outlook.com, +66909959767,

B | 5% Q5! INTERNATIONAL * - omamn:
QSI é P SCHOOL OF PHUKET = i S ET

QSI Phuket is looking for Certified Native
English Speaking Teachers for 2020-2021 school year

Car rent @ fair covid prices

Mitsubishi Xpander, top model new car, monthly price B17,000. Car from 400
¢ Bhtdaily, 8,000 monthly. Toyota Vios top model new, from 10,000 Bht monthly.
¢ Call 0848474377. Email: stigisaan@gmail.com

Alcoholics

Anonymous

If you want to drink
that is your business

'-Q'""!"'-:"-a.;-' Fes
B A e L N . e

Daily Meetings
Patong, Chalong,
Phuket Town,
Bang Tao & Karon

CALL

081 895 4763
helpaaaphuket.org

[_:L: :{|L~ www.saphubr com

NEWSSTV uUvEGses-

Australian Visas

Rewd A Australisn Vics or Exped AchiceT

W Ehee confidence dealing with sn Australan Lewyer
and Ageri. baned right here in Thailand

b regralafied in Auabealia

Vour spplication will be prepared and lodiged for you
28 veell m epavt E8vice a1 to the bent

vinss andd approach.

Wee can anaiid with ol via types including Tourist. Partnes.
Work, Study s Family wivaa,

Had a viia refunal - cur beamn specialise in getting you
the result you want

Phone: 084 400 9487
www.AustralianVisas-Thailand.com

<l
Migration ﬁgents

Registration Number
1464995

AL mMAragovau

Preschool/Kindergarten Teacher

Qualifications:
» Native English Speaking Teachers
» Bachelor or higher degree in Education Only
+ Experience in teaching is required
s Teaching license is preferred

Interested teachers
Please send email with the following attachments:
» A cover letter with stating
the position you are applying for
» Your resume with a recent photo
» A scan of your education certificates
and transcripts
« A scan of your passport’s photo page

Send CV to Phuket@qsi.org
https:/fwww.gsi.org/thailand/pkt Tel. 076 304 312

'] thephuketnews



with our daily/weekly
email updates on
everything Phuket

A PLEA FOR YOUR SUPPORT

“Do you have less than 3 Baht a day for The Phuket News? It is tough times for all of us.

Many will know that The Phuket News is a critical means of information here in Phuket.

However, over the last 12 months advertising revenue has dropped traumatically and

therefore our ability to provide a free daily news update email has diminished. We rely on

our fantastic staff and have no revenue to pay for them to continue to provide the news
we need to know in Phuket.

As a result we have introduced a charge to help cover our costs of bringing you timely and
important updates. For B1,500 a year, 33% off if signed up by Jun 30, 2021, you will
receive an email at 7pm each evening with key Phuket updates.

For those who still want free news you can subscribe to a free weekly email update, sent
every Sunday evening.

This has not been an easy decision but we need new sources of revenue to cover our staff-'
costs so we can deliver you the news you need to know. cao SRR e

SIGN UP. TODAY

Regards.
Jason Beavan
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Disappointed athletes
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COVID knockout blow
for Fury-Wilder fight

TYSON FURY’S HEAVY-
weight title defence against
Deontay Wilder has been
postponed after the cham-
pion and members of his
camp contracted COV-
ID-19, the World Boxing
Council confirmed last
Friday (July 9).

In a brief post on Twit-
ter, the WBC confirmed
the July 24 bout had been
postponed but did not say
when the trilogy fight would
be rescheduled.

“Fury vs Wilder II1
will be postponed,” the
WBC said. “We wish Tyson
Fury’s team and him speedy
recovery from COVID.”

Multiple reports in the
US and Britain have said
Fury and several members
of his team had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 at their
Las Vegas training base.

ESPN reported that
the fight at Las Vegas’s
T-Mobile Arena had been
tentatively rescheduled for
October 9.

The positive test was the
latest twist to what has been

The JuIy 24 Fury-Wllder
bout has been postponed
due to COVID. Photo: AFP

a tortuous year for Fury.

The undefeated “Gypsy
King” had been set to face
a money-spinning heavy-
weight unification fight
against fellow Briton An-
thony Joshua.

However, that fight was
scuppered after an arbitrator
ruled that Fury was legally
obligated to face Wilder in
a third fight.

Fury handed Wilder
a brutal beating in seven
one-sided rounds in their
second fight in February
2020.

Their first fight, in De-
cember 2018, ended in a
controversial split-decision
draw in which Fury was
knocked down twice.

Neither Wilder, 35, nor
Fury, has fought since their
bout in Las Vegas last year.

AFP

brace for fan-free Games

OLYMPICS

ith just one week to go before
the opening of the biggest
sports tournament since the

pandemic began, organisers have been
forced to yield to a surging domestic
virus caseload and bar spectators from
the majority of Olympic events.

The decision, confirmed on July 8,
means the Tokyo Games will be the
first to take place largely behind closed
doors — a blow to disappointed athletes
who will now compete in front of largely
empty stadiums.

For some the news proved a final
straw, with Australia’s tennis star Nick
Kyrgios saying he would withdraw.

“The thought of playing in front of
empty stadiums just doesn’t sit right
with me. It never has,” he said on social
media. “I wouldn’t want to take the op-
portunity away from a healthy Aussie
athlete ready to represent the country.”

French decathlete Kevin Mayer said
he would miss the roar of crowds, saying
organisers were “taking away a joyful
part of sport.”

Others admitted that a crowd-free
stadium was far from what they had
imagined when first dreaming of Olym-
pic glory.

“When we think of the Games, we
think of the audience, the atmosphere, the

Australian tennis star Nick Kyrgios has taken the decision to withdraw from
the upcoming Tokyo Games due to lack of fans. Photo: AFP

supporters. It was what [ wanted when [
was little. It will certainly be a strange
atmosphere,” said French cyclist Guil-
laume Martin, who is set to compete in
the men’s individual road race in Tokyo.

And Philippine rower Cris Nievarez,
who will be competing in the men’s single
sculls, said he would miss the thrill of
having family and fans cheer him on.

“I think all athletes who will compete
in the Olympics really want to be in the
company of family or my fans who will
watch,” he told AFP.

‘THE WORLD IS STILL
COMING TOGETHER’
But for many taking part after over a year
of COVID restrictions, empty stadiums
will be nothing new and a lack of adoring
crowds no obstacle to smashing records.
“Our athletes have generally prepared

with no spectators in mind, it was a spe-
cific part of their process around these
Olympic Games,” said New Zealand
Olympic Committee team psychologist
Kylie Wilson.

“We’ve seen athletes recording (per-
sonal bests) without spectators and learn-
ing not to rely on the crowd to deliver
their best performance.”

US swimming stars even said col-
leagues should look on the bright side
and take advantage of the significantly
different flavour of the games.

“Even though we’re not having fans
this summer the world is still coming
together,” said freestyle great Katie Led-
ecky, a five-time Olympic gold medallist.

“And I still think that’s a really beauti-
ful thing. I know this is going to be kind
of a made-for-TV Olympics. I hope that
everyone around the world tunes in.”

FOR YOUR PROPERTY

SEA Games postponed to 2022

PROFESSIONAL

RENOVATION

MAINTENANCE
REPAIR

FACADES - ROOFING - WATERPROOFING - POOLS

SOLUTIONS PROVIDER

BUILDING MAJNTENANGEW
REHUUATIGH SPEclmJS'r

civi L MASTER ImEEﬂﬁTlWl.e GD., Ltd
Boosﬁng the image of jiu‘ﬂr Prop

20+ years of experience
International Expertise

fn-house Technloal Sarvloa gnd Project Management

¥

T :}
Is 4 r

CMI

WWW.CMi- 1'|"I"1II-_JFE'-_ com
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THE 3157 EDITION OF
the Southeast Asian Games,
originally scheduled to take
place at the end of this year
in Hanoi, Vietnam, has been
postponed.

The announcement
was made to the media by
Chaipak Siriwat, COO of the
Bangkok-based SEA Games
Federation, on July 8.

After an online meet-
ing, Chaipak revealed that
the decision was taken by
10 members of the federa-
tion, keeping in view the
latest wave of COVID-19
pandemic sweeping through
the Southeast Asian region.

The Games were sched-
uled to take place from Nov
21 to Dec 2 this year.

A foreign media report
added that Vietnam was
likely to host the biennial
tournament in April or May
next year, as suggested by
the SEAGF members.

Chaipak added that the
Vietnam’s representative
sought another 10 days to
confirm his country’s abil-
ity to host the Games on the
scheduled dates.

Participants from Vietham at the closing ceremony of
the SEA Games on Dec 11, 2019 in Manila. Photo: AFP

However, a vote was
called and all 10 nations,
with the exception of the
host country, voted in favour
of postponing the event to
next year.

Last month, Vietnam had
proposed to the federation
to delay the Games as the
country grappled with a new
virus outbreak. Authorities
then confirmed that 9 million
people in Ho Chi Minh City
were to go into lockdown
for two weeks in the early
hours of last Friday (July 9).

The regional edition of
Olympics were due to be
held in Hanoi and 11 other
locations — some of them
being the epicentre of the
fresh COVID-19 wave.

Some of the SEA Games
events were due to take place
in badly affected provinces

including Bac Ninh and
Bac Giang in the country's
northeast.

The badminton venue in
Bac Giang has been turned
into a field hospital, reports
said.

Vietnam previously hosted
the multisport competition in
2003. It has allocated a budget
of around US$69 million
(B2.2 billion) for the Games.

The SEA Games are
expected to attract nearly
20,000 participants, includ-
ing about 7,000 athletes,
from 11 countries, according
to state media.

As well as Olympic dis-
ciplines, sports are likely to
include billiards and snooker,
bodybuilding, chess, bowling
and kurash, an ancient form
of Uzbek wrestling.

Bangkok Post

'] thephuketnews
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Djokovic wins sixth Wimbledon

Grand Slam number 20 for Serb as Barty wins women'’s title
- 1

ovak Djokovic won a
record-equalling 20
Grand Slam title and

sixth Wimbledon last Sunday
(July 11) with a four-set victory
over Italian slugger Matteo
Berrettin.

The Serbian world number
one triumphed 6-7 (4/7), 6-4,
6-4, 6-3 to move level on 20
majors with Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal.

His win also put him three-
quarters of the way to the first
calendar Grand Slam of all
four majors since 1969.

“I could definitely envis-
age that happening and I hope
I will give it a shot. I'm in
great form and played well
and having my best form at
Grand Slams is my number
one priority,” said Djokovic.

A sixth victory at the All
England Club for Djokovic,
who was playing in his 30
final at the Slams, added to
his nine Australian Opens,
two Roland Garros titles as
well as three at the US Open.

Should he win a fourth title

) 'y
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Novak Djokovic celebrates winning against
Italy's Matteo Berrettini. Photo: AFP

in New York in September, he
will become just the third man
in history after Don Budge
(1938) and Rod Laver (1962
and 1969) to complete the
calendar Grand Slam.
Djokovic also now has
85 career titles while he has
become the first man to break

the $150 million (B4.9 billion)
prize money barrier.

A gold medal at the Tokyo
Olympics could give him the
first ever Golden Grand Slam
by a male player.

BARTY TIME
In the women’s final played

last Saturday (July 10) Ash-
leigh Barty won her first
Wimbledon title beating
Karolina Pliskova 6-3, 6-7
(4/7), 6-3.

It was the first women’s
Wimbledon final to go to
three sets since 2012 when
Serena Williams beat Poland’s

F1 set for Silverstone shake-up

FORMULA ONE

SILVERSTONE MIGHT
be Lewis Hamilton’s last
stronghold on the 2021
championship trail, but his
homecoming this weekend
(July 16-18) is set to feature
a twist in proceedings.

A shake-up of the week-
end format, designed to en-
liven the grand prix weekend
and present more competitive
action for fans, will be tri-
alled at the historic English
track, but scepticism of the
need to tweak the formula
remains strong.

The substantive change is
the introduction of a 100-kil-
ometre, 30-minute race on
Saturday to set the grid for
Sunday’s grand prix, replac-
ing the traditional one-hour
knockout qualifying session,
which will move to Friday
evening after first practice.

The familiar qualifying
format will be used to set the
grid for ‘sprint qualifying’, as
the Saturday session will be
known, the winner of which
will score three points and
be declared the pole-getter
for Sunday’s main event. The
drivers finishing in second

g @thephuketnews

P

Silverstone is a homecoming
for Lewis Hamilton: Photo: AFP

and third place on Saturday
will also score two and one
points respectively.

No pit stops will be re-
quired, and without strategy,
in theory it will be a pure
racing spectacle.

Sprint races have been
long mooted but have strug-
gled for traction, in particu-
lar because they’ve often
taken the form of gimmicky
reverse-grid or reverse-
championship races to in-
duce artificial action. Such
concepts are anathema to
purists and were unsurpris-
ingly howled down by the
teams most likely to have
been most disadvantaged.

However, not everyone
is convinced the format
will be conducive to action.
For one, modern F1 tyres

and aerodynamics make
it difficult to race at close
quarters for 30 minutes, a
potential issue to the idea
of a full 100 kilometre of
no-holds-barred action.

Silverstone is expected
to suit Mercedes well — the
German marque has won
all but two races here since
2013, seven of which have
belonged to Hamilton — and
is bringing its last upgrade
of the year to the track to
bolster its flagging form.

Whoever wins F1’s first
sprint qualifying race will
earn themselves a minor
note in the history books,
but the winner of the Brit-
ish Grand Prix will take a
bigger step towards claiming
the 2021 title.

Michael Lamonato

Agnieszka Radwanska. Barty
is also the first top seed to
win the women’s title since
Williams in 2016.

Barty had looked like
cruising to victory after soar-
ing into a 4-0 lead over her
opponent. However, 29-year-
old Pliskova steadied herself

Mac-Nels
MACNELS SHIPPING PHUKET

ANY SHIPMENT ANY WHERE
IMPORT AND EXPORT SERVICES, AIR AND SEA FREIGHT

COMMERCIAL CARGO AND PERSONAL GOODS
INCLUDING HOUSE HOLD RELOCATIONS

DOOR TO DOOR SERVICES
CUSTOMS CLEARANCE FORMALITIES
PROJECT CARGOES INCLUDING BOATS
WAREHOUSING AND STORAGE
STRONG AGENCY NETWORK WORLDWIDE
20 YEARS STAFF EXPERIENCE IN PHUKET
@ OFFICE: 076 603907
@) MOBILE: CALL PETER 0863645862

www.macnelsphukel.com

while Barty faltered when
she served for the match at
6-5 in the second set.

The Czech broke and then
swept the tiebreaker to take
the final into a decider.

Barty got the break for 2-0
in the final set and despite
one or two wobbles she got
herself over the line sinking
to her knees, her hands over
her face in disbelief.

She wiped a couple of
tears away before climbing up
to the player’s box, just like
her compatriot Pat Cash did
when he won the Wimbledon
men’s title in 1987.

Elsewhere, Taiwan’s Hsieh
Su-wei and Belgian partner
Elise Mertens defeated Rus-
sia’s Elena Vesnina and Ve-
ronika Kudermetova to win
the women’s doubles finals.

Croatia’s Nikola Mektic
and Mate Pavic won the men’s
doubles title against Marcel
Granollers of Spain and Ho-
racio Zeballos of Argentina.

Brit Neal Skupski and
American partner Desirae
Krawczyk beat British duo
Harriet Dart and Joe Salis-
bury in the mixed doubles
final.

LIVE@se5- NEWSSTV
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Italy captain Giorgio Chiellini
raises the European Championship s
trophy after Italy won the Euro

Wimbledon for
Ashleigh > p15

2020 final last Sunday (July 11). * %.&
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il

AL

feted as heroes after their

team beat England in a
dramatic penalty shootout to
win Euro 2020 at Wembley
last Sunday (July 11).

The team had landed back
in Rome early on Monday
morning, with captain Giorgio
Chiellini and coach Roberto
Mancini lifting the gleaming
trophy aloft as they stepped
off the plane.

Both Italy’s prime minister
Mario Draghi and president

Italy’s players have been

Sergio Mattarella hosted cer-
emonies for the Azzurri back in
Rome before the team boarded
a bus and made a triumphant
journey through jubilant crowds
waving the tricolour flag.

It capped off an emotional
24 hours that began with a
night of drama at Wembley
on Sunday night, when Italy
recovered from the shock of
conceding the quickest goal
ever in a European Champion-
ship final to equalise and then
claim a 3-2 shootout victory.

It is the second time the
Italians have been crowned
European champions and their
win marks a remarkable turna-

round under coach Roberto
Mancini after the team failed
to even qualify for the 2018
World Cup in Russia.

Gareth Southgate’s team
were ahead in just the second
minute when defender Luke
Shaw finished cooly at the
back post after an inviting
cross from Kieran Trippier,
stunning the crowd of more
than 67,000.

In steady rain, the crowd
provided a relentless wall of
noise as the home side repelled
Italy’s attacks and threatened
to increase their lead.

But with 30 minutes to go
Leonardo Bonucci scrambled

the ball into the net from close
range after England’s defence
failed to clear.

Normal time finished goal-
less despite a flurry of substitu-
tions and the sides were still
locked at 1-1 after extra time.

England’s Jordan Pickford
saved spot-kicks from Andrea
Belotti and Jorginho but Mar-
cus Rashford, Jadon Sancho
and Bukayo Saka all failed to
find the net. Cue despair for
the hosts and wild celebrations
for the Italians.

‘RENAISSANCE’
“It’s a renaissance for Italian
football,” said an emotional

Bonucci after the match.

“We are happy to have giv-
en joy and hope to the Italians
after such a difficult period,”
Mancini told reporters.

“We have an exceptional
group, we love each other, we
know where we come from,”
said goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma, decisive in
London and named best player
of the tournament.

Italy had been arguably
the team of the tournament
heading into the final, sweep-
ing through the group stage
with a perfect record before
knocking out Austria, top-
ranked Belgium and Spain

. 4
to reach the final.

Revitalised since Mancini
took over, the Azzurri were
on a remarkable 33-match
unbeaten run going into the
final.

The four-time world cham-
pions’ lone European Champi-
onship triumph came in 1968.
They were beaten finalists in
2000 and 2012.

By contrast England’s
failure from the penalty spot
extended their dismal record
in shoot-outs and left them
still desperately waiting for
another major trophy after the
1966 World Cup they won on
home soil.

Social media giants to tackle racial abuse of players

FOOTBALL

FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
said on Monday (July 12) they were
scrambling to take down racially
abusive comments directed at
members of the England football
team following the heartbreaking
loss in Sunday’s Euro 2020 final.
The US social media giants said
they were taking down racist and
hateful content which had prompted
condemnation from British politi-
cal leaders and the royal family.

NEWSSTV UVE

The actions came after a stream
of abusive messages on Twitter and
Facebook-owned Instagram directed
at Marcus Rashford, Jadon Sancho
and Bukayo Saka, the three players
who missed England’s penalties.

“The abhorrent racist abuse
directed at England players last
night has absolutely no place on
Twitter,” said a spokesperson for
the San Francisco-based short
messaging service.

“In the past 24 hours, through
a combination of machine learn-
ing based automation and human

review, we have swiftly removed
over 1,000 Tweets and permanently
suspended a number of accounts
for violating our rules — the vast
majority of which we detected
ourselves proactively using tech-
nology.”

Facebook said earlier in a state-
ment it had “quickly removed com-
ments and accounts directing abuse
at England’s footballers last night
and we’ll continue to take action
against those that break our rules”.

“No one thing will fix this
challenge overnight, but we’re

committed to keeping our com-
munity safe from abuse,” it said.

Prince William, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and other
leaders expressed dismay over the
online abuse. England national
team manager Gareth Southgate
labelled it “unforgivable”.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dow-
den tweeted, “I share the anger
at appalling racist abuse of our
heroic players” while warning
online services.

“Social media companies need
to up their game in addressing it

A distraught Bukayo Saka is
consoled by manager Gareth
Southgate and team mate Kalvin
Phillips after his missed penalty
proved decisive. Photo: AFP

and, if they fail to, our new Online
Safety Bill will hold them to account
with fines of up to 10% of global
revenue,” he wrote. AFP
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