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A foreigner hands in his application at 
Phuket Immigration. Photo: Tanyaluk Sakoot

Phuket Immigration this week 
clarified the new rules regard-
ing applications for retirement 

visas, confirming only one major 
change: that for those applying using 
funds in a Thai bank account to sup-
port their application, a minimum of 
B400,000 must be kept in the account 
throughout the year.

The rest of the “new” provisions 
have already long been in use, ex-
plained Phuket Immigration Deputy 
Chief Lt Col Archeep Jaroensuntisuk.

“Phuket Immigration has received 
the order to introduce the new rules. 

The order was issued on Jan 18, and 
the new rules will come into force 
on March 1,” he said.

Under the new provisions, ap-
plicants for an extension to stay in 
the country temporarily on a Non-
Immigration O-A visa – technically 
just another “permit-to-stay”, but 
specifically for retirees – must be at 
least 50 years old, Col Acheep noted.

“They must have entered the 
country on a valid Non-Immigrant 
visa and are currently allowed to 
stay in Thailand on a valid permit 
to stay,” he said.

Of primary concern is the confu-
sion over the financial requirements, 
which Col Acheep stressed that 

applicants have to satisfy only one 
category.

Overall, the three main financial 
categories that applicants can apply 
under, mandate that the applicant 
must prove that all monies in hand – 
either received as income throughout 
the year or already in the bank, or a 
combination of both – total at least 
B800,000.

“Under the income requirement, 
applicants must receive at least 
B65,000 per month,” Col Acheep 
explained.

As many embassies no longer 
issue affidavits confirming income, 
this is no longer required, he said, 
noting that letters from governments 

and pension fund providers will be 
accepted along with other forms of 
evidence to prove the income pending.

“Of course any financial state-
ments from banks and copies of 
bankbook records proving this in-
come already being received should 
be provided,” he said.

Alternatively, applicants can show 
that they have B800,000 in a Thai 
bank account.

“Under the new r ules,  the 
B800,000 must be in the account at 
least two months before applying for 
the visa (permit to stay) and must 
remain in the account for at least 
three months after the visa has been 
issued,” Col Acheep said…

HOLDING THE 
BALANCE

INFANT GIRL STRUCK DEAD BY TOUR BUS > PAGE 4

PHUKET IMMIGRATION 
CLARIFIES NEW RULES 
ON RETIREMENT VISAS 
TO START MARCH 1
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Officials at Thalang 
Dog Shelter ordered 
to brace for influx 
of strays > page 4

New rules on retirement 
visas to start March 1
Continued from page 1
...Again, financial statements 
from the relevant bank and 
copies of the bankbook are 
required in proving the funds 
are actually in the account, 
he added.

“After three months the 
foreigner can start withdrawing 
from the account, but under 
the new rules the balance 
in the account must not go 
below B400,000 at any time 
throughout the year,” Col 
Acheep explained.

Asked what happens to 
applicants who are discovered 
next year dipping into the ac-
count, bringing the balance 
below B400,000, Col Acheep 
said, “Just don’t do it. Keep it 
at B400,000.”

The third – and likely most 
popular option – is to have 
B400,000 in a Thai bank ac-
count and receiving monies 
throughout the year that alto-

gether total at least B800,000.
The same statements, let-

ters and copies of bankbook 
records as needed for the first 
two options are required when 
applying under this option, Col 
Acheep explained.

GRANDFATHER RULE
Stunningly, under the new 
order the old provisions that 

people who have been living 
in Thailand for continually 
on a retirement visa since 
before Oct 21, 2008 can still 
apply under the exact same 
conditions that they were first 
approved.

Under this “grandfather 
rule”, applicants who are over 
60 still only need to show that 
they either have B200,000 in a 

Thai bank, or receive at least 
B20,000 income per month.

Likewise, applicants under 
the same grandfather rule 
who are 55-60 years old can 
apply showing that they have 
B500,000 in a Thai bank ac-
count or an income of B50,000 
a month.

However, unlike the main 
application option for current 
retirement visa applicants, for 
applicants under the ‘grand-
father rule” there is no option 
to provide a combination of 
monies to reach any special 
target, Col Acheep explained.

They must have the money 
in the bank or receive the re-
quired monthly income; they 
cannot add them together to 
try to reach any special figure, 
he said.

However, there is no mini-
mum balance required to be 
kept in a Thai bank account, 
he noted.

An officer at Phuket Immigration holds a copy of the new 
rules available in English. Photo: Phuket Immigration

Chinese tourists injured 
as speedboat hits tanker
THE CAPTAIN OF THE 
tour speedboat that slammed 
into an oil tanker off Phuket’s 
east coast while returning from 
Phi Phi Island last Saturday 
(Feb 9) faces a criminal charge 
of recklessness causing injury 
– and will have his boat opera-
tor’s licence suspended and the 
speedboat itself temporarily 
de-registered.

The serious move to en-
force marine safety regulations 
follows the twin-engine tour 
speedboat Sainam slamming 
into a small oil tanker off Koh 
Rang, off Phuket’s east coast, 
last Saturday.

Eleven Chinese tourists 
on board were brought ashore 
and given first aid before be-
ing taken to Mission Hospital 
and Thalang Hospital. Among 
them were children as young 
as six and a pregnant woman.

Phuket City Police Chief 
Col Sompong Thiparpakul 
confirmed to The Phuket 
News on Wednesday (Feb 13) 

that nine of the tourists had 
already flown home to China. 
The remaining two had also 
already been discharged from 
hospital care and were to fly 
home that day.

The speedboat captain, 
who Col Sompong named 
as 21-year-old Apichar t 
Rakkarndee, remains in hospi-
tal care with a broken right leg.

Apichart told police that a 
“mechanical failure” caused 
him to lose control of the boat. 

Eakkapop Thongtub and 
Waranya Prompinpiras

The tour speedboat suffered 
heav y  damage in  the 
collision with the tanker, 
which left in total seven 
people injured.
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Gov assures reservoirs
have ‘absolutely enough’
The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

Phuket Governor Phaka-
phong Tavipatana last 
week went public to as-

sure people that the island has 
“absolutely enough” water to 
last the dry season and called 
on people to not panic about 
water shortages.

Governor Phakaphong last 
Thursday (Feb 7) reiterated 
that the impending water 
restrictions that were to come 
into effect last Friday (Feb 8) 
had been cancelled.

The restrictions were to 
affect large residential and 
business areas in from Koh 
Kaew to Rassada and along 
Saiyuan Rd in Rawai from 
last Friday through to the end 
of February.

“The cause (for introduc-
ing the water rationing) is 
that the water levels in three 
reservoirs, Bang Neow Dum 
in Srisoonthorn, Bang Wad 
in Kathu and Khlong Katha 
in Chalong, are dramatically 
low,” said the PWA announce-
ment issued only two days 
earlier (Feb 5).

“The water levels will not 
be enough if rain does not 
come in two to three months,” 
the notice added.

“The Phuket Provincial 
Water Authority office will 
continue with the water dis-
tribution until the drought 
crisis is gone,” the PWA state-
ment said.

However, Governor Phaka-
phong announced on Feb 7, 
“The Phuket Irrigation Office 
has confirmed that all three 
reservoirs still have sufficient 
amount of raw water and can 
supply water to the Phuket 
office of the Provincial Wa-
terworks Authority as usual.”

Governor Phakphong 
stressed, “The province has 
not been complacent about 
the matter.”

“The relevant authorities 
have presented the results of 

their study on water manage-
ment in Phuket as a guideline 
for prevention and correction 
of the issue,” he said.

“We ask residents and 
businesses not to panic about 
the matter and we confirm that 
Phuket has absolutely enough 
water to provide services 
to people and businesses 
everywhere in Phuket,” the 
Governor said.

Governor Phakaphong 
gave no indication of what 
the water management plan 
entailed, and no explana-
tion of how much water was 
estimated to be “absolutely 
enough” to last the island 
until the annual rains return in 
May – more than two months 
away.

Last Thursday, Somsawat 
Chaisinsod, Director of Phuket 
Provincial Irrigation Office, 
explained to The Phuket News 
that, “The PWA has issued a 
statement on a misunderstand-

ing of the information that we 
have given them.”

However, Mr Somsawat 
confirmed that the statement 
was “technically accurate”.

“We can supply the water 
that the PWA has formally 
requested us to,” he said.

Governor Phakaphong’s 
assurances last week fol-
lowed Phuket PWA Branch 
Manager Graisorn Mahamad 
telling The Phuket News last 
Wednesday that Governor 
Phakaphong had agreed to 
formally request to call in the 
Royal Rainmaking Depart-
ment and ordered officials 
to lift the planned water re-
strictions. He also ordered 
them to “find another way” 
to resolve the island’s water 
supply crisis.

Meanwhile, the PWA last 
Friday announced yet another 
water outage, this time in 
Patong.

Water supply to Patong 

(areas not specified) were 
affected from 9am “until 
finished”, said the PWA in 
its announcement posted at 
about 11am that same day.

The pumphouse sits stranded on the muddy bottom at the Bang Neow Dum reservoir 
in Srisoonthorn last Saturday (Feb 9). Photo: Supplied

The view of the drop to the ground below. RIGHT: Police 
inspect the scene where the boy slipped and fell from the 
pool pump cover beside the pool. Photos: Kamala Police

Chinese boy, 9, dies after 
fall from rooftop pool
A 9-YEAR-OLD CHINESE 
boy died after falling from 
a rooftop pool at a hotel in 
Kamala early last Sunday 
evening (Feb 10).

The boy was staying stay-
ing on the fifth floor of the 
hotel with his father and sister, 
noted Lt Col Somnuek Dam-
kaew of the Kamala Police in 
his report.

The three had arrived in 
Phuket on Friday (Feb 8) with 
17 other relatives on a week-
long large family holiday from 
Guangdong, he added.

The boy along with seven 
relatives were playing in the 
rooftop pool at about 7pm.

“The pool area has a glass 
wall that is 80 centimetres tall 
around its perimeter. However, 
the boy climbed up onto the 

box covering the pool pump to 
jump into the pool,” Kamala 
Police Chief Somkid Boonrat 
explained to The Phuket News 
on Monday.

The father saw the boy 
climbing onto the pump cover-
ing to jump into the pool and 
called for him to come down, 
but the boy slipped and fell 
to the ground, Col Somnuek 
noted in his report.

Photos from the scene 
show that the large, flat wood-
en covering over the pool 
pump has no railings along its 
terminal side and no railings 
to prevent people from easily 
stepping up onto it.

Police are continuing their 
investigation into the incident, 
Col Somneuk noted.

Eakkapop Thongtub
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Girl, 1 year old, dead 
after hit by tour bus
A 1-YEAR-OLD GIRL DIED 
after being struck by a tour bus 
in Rawai last Sunday evening 
(Feb 10).

The accident happened in 
front of a seafood restaurant 
beside Nonthasak Marine on 
Wiset Rd about 6pm, con-
firmed Chalong Police Chief 
Col Paksayot Thanongsak.

Rawai Municipality rescue 
staffer Natapol Kaewpraju said 
emergency responders rushed 
to the scene and sped the girl 
to the Rawai Health Promoting 
Centre on Wiset Rd, before 
taking her to the Accident 
and Emergency Centre of the 
yet-to-fully-open Chalong 
Hospital near Chalong Circle.

“The girl had serious in-
juries and no pulse.

“We took her to Chalong 
Hospital, but medical staff 
there confirmed that the girl 
had died,” Mr Natapol said.

Chalong Police Chief Col 
Paksayot confirmed that the 
driver of the tour bus has been 
charged with reckless driving 
causing death.

However, he added, “At 
this stage we are not clear on 
what happened. The girl was 
a daughter of a person who 
owned a shop in the area. The 
girl was running around and 
was struck by the bus.”

The bus has been seized 
pending investigation.

Waranya Prompinpiras

The bus has been seized and 
taken to the Phuket Land 
Transport Office, Col Paksayot 
said. Photo: Rawai rescue

Phuket Governor Phaka-
phong Tavipatana has 
ordered officials oper-

ating the Phuket Stray Dog 
Shelter in Thalang to prepare 
for a marked increase in the 
number of dogs arriving at 
the shelter once the campaign 
to eliminate rabies and round 
up all the unclaimed, infected 
dogs across the island begins 
in March.

All dangerous dogs will be 
removed from public areas, 
he added.

Governor Phakaphong 
inspected the Phuket Stray 
Dog Shelter in Thalang last 
Wednesday (Feb 6).

The shelter is currently 
home to about 700 dogs, but 

can support up to about 1,000 
dogs, Gov Phakaphong noted.

The inspection visit fol-
lowed a meeting at the Proud 
Phuket Hotel at Nai Yang 
on Wednesday, where Gov 
Phakaphong announced that 
the government campaign to 
eradicate rabies from Phuket 
and to round up all unwanted 
stray cats and dogs and dan-
gerous dogs was to begin with 
full effect on March 1.

The campaign will con-
tinue until June 30, he said.

“The aim of this project is 
to provide vaccinations against 
rabies to all at-risk animals 
in all areas, and to also raise 
awareness about rabies, and 

for people to properly care 
for their pets, including being 
responsible for their pets,” 
he said.

At the meeting the Phuket 
office of the Department of 
Livestock Development re-
ported that 23,791 dogs and 
cats in Phuket were vaccinated 
in 2018.

For this year, the goal is to 
vaccinate not less than 20,000. 

The target is to vaccinate at 
least 80% of all cats and dogs 
in Phuket by end of March, 
the meeting was told. 

See ‘Dog Days Aren’t Over’ by 
Soi Dog Foundation Founder 
John Dalley on page 15.

Governor Phakaphong (2nd from left) ordered officials to 
prepare for a marked increase in the number of dogs arriving 
at the Phuket Stray Dog Shelter in Thalang. Photo: PR Dept

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

‘Brace for influx’, 
dog shelter told
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Glass half empty
Re: What Crisis?

Phuket Provincial Irrigation 
Office would like to inform 
that there is still 2.09 mcms.
of water in the [Bang Neow 
Dum] reservoir. From water 
management planning, this 
amount of water is still enough 
at this stage. 

Somsawat Chaisinsorn, 
Director of Phuket Provin-

cial Irrigation Office 

Re: Phuket Water Crisis: 
Governor to call in Royal 
Rainmakers, water rations 
lifted 

Yesterday I saw a water 
truck in Phuket Town watering 
the grass along the roadside 
and in medians. Every winter 
my grass turns brown and 
when the rainy season begins 
it quickly returns to its former 
splendour. Let nature do its 
thing...save water.

Island Man

Re: Phuket Opinion: That 
sinking feeling 

Totally agree this makes 
Phuket look backwards. It's 
not like dry season comes as a 
surprise every year. But the an-
nual water shortage is nothing 
new. Our ever-growing army 

of water trucks make their 
livings in March and April 
every year. This year, though, 
looks set to be the worst yet. 
Just one of the many costs of 
unregulated development and 
rampant corruption. 

CaptainJack69

Phuket is low on water and 
at the same time drowns in 
its own garbage. The island 
is badly managed, partly be-
cause of this stupid system of 
changing the governor every 
one or two years.

Michael Bosch 

Isn’t a budget (for example 
for infrastructure) based on 
the registered population? 
And here starts the dilemma. 
Phuket has probably more 
than double the inhabitants 
than the registered number 
– and therefore the budget 
approved is maybe half of 
what it should be.

Juergen Schenker 

Too little, too late
Re: Patong bike rental shop 
fined B2k after death of 
British 17-year-old 

Yeah, 2,000 baht should put 
a stop to the illegal rentals, and 
it's likely that close to 99% of 

the bike rentals are illegal. As 
I walk around town I often get 
asked if I want to rent a bike. 
For fun I say I don't have a 
licence to ride one. Of course 
the answer to that is invariably, 
"no problem". The situation 
is a joke, like all things that 
require Thais to follow rules. 
Not their strong suit.

Gat Huckle

Just be completely honest 
and say the cops don't re-
ally care and the rental shop 
doesn't either. Stuff like this is 
never taken seriously unless it 
makes international news and 
Thailand loses face. That's all 
that really matters.

Galong

Yet more utterly unregu-
lated tourism. Shops with no 
permits taking money to let 
tourists with no licences ride 
around on motorbikes with 
no insurance and apparently 
facing absolutely no reper-
cussions.  

CaptainJack69

What hire company in 
any country hires a bike to 
a 17-year-old non-licensed 
kid. Surely they checked his 
passport. They contributed to 
his death. They can be thank-

ful this is Thailand, as in any 
Western country they would 
be facing a massive lawsuit 
instead of a 90 AUD fine.

Andrew Couch 

Going green
Re: The Phuket start-up 
bottling humidity in the fight 
against plastic

Nice to meet someone who 
actually cares about our planet 
and is doing something about 
it. Awesome guys.

Jørgen Kam
 
Re: Le Meridien Phuket and 
UWC Thailand team up for 
sustainability

Great initiative, excellent 
[bamboo] products created by 
the future generation.

Tenille Williams 

New leash of life
Re: Toto – the missing sea-
going stray dog now in Soi 
Dogs’ care, ready for adop-
tion

Hope Toto finds a new 
home.

Anki Israelsson

Soi Dog to the rescue yet 
again – well done! Good luck 
Toto. Wishing you happiness 
in a new home.

Jean Watts
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Patong bike rental shop 
fined B2k after death of 
British 17-year-old 
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Phuket Opinion: That sink-
ing feeling

Two Russians dead in Pa-
tong Hill crash

Failed Phuket restaura-
teur Ugolini arrested on 
B280mn tax evasion, fraud 

Phuket Water Crisis: Gov-
ernor to call in Royal Rain-
makers, water rations lifted 

Chinese tourists injured 
as Phuket tour speedboat 
slams oil tanker 

Jet-ski trailers allowed back 
on Patong Beach 

Crew of salvaged Phuket 
fishing boat elude charges 
for catching baby rays

Governor orders Phuket dog 
shelter to ‘brace for influx’

The news of the “new” 
immigration require-
ments for foreigners 

staying in the country on 
retirement visas – technically 
“permits-to-stay” – breaking 
late last month sent shivers 
throughout the expat com-
munity across the country.

However, as pointed out in 
our page 1 story this week, that 
wave of fear was mostly over 
misconceptions of what has 
actually changed. The short 
answer is “nothing, except the 
B400,000 minimum balance 
required in a Thai bank account 
throughout the year.”

If that is what hangs in the 
balance for foreign retirees to 
stay in Thailand, they really 
should be considering their 
options. 

Keep in mind that this 
“new” minimum is for a seg-
ment of the population for 
which healthcare is a must, and 
that the B800,000 total annual 

monies in hand requirement 
hasn’t changed. Some people 
may need to reorganise how 
they receive their monies from 
abroad, but that’s about it.

Spreading the fear were 
some online reports that did not 
include the “magic combo” of 
B400,000 held in a Thai bank 
plus monies received totalling 
at least B800,000 in the year, as 
well as some online polls that 
even reported the perceptions 
of people not even affected by 
the retirement rules saying 
that they expected many expat 
retirees in Thailand to be af-
fected by the rule “change”.

Answers and clarity we 
need. Fear we can do without. 
For that we praise Col Acheep 
and Phuket Immigration for 
their openness and willingness 
to clarify and explain the best 
that they understand of the 
“new” rules. 

Also praise to Phuket Im-
migration for appreciating that 

although this is Thailand and 
that quite rightly all rules, laws 
and regulations are written in 
Thai, the correct explanation of 
any such changes must come 
in English for the international 
community to understand.

Many publ ic of f ices 
throughout the country can 
learn a great deal from this 
attitude.

What we would call for is 
that any foreigners facing the 
reality of leaving the country 
because of this new require-
ment be given a respectful 
period of time to make the 
necessary arrangements to 
leave their new home.

After all, it was Thailand 
who invited them to come 
and enjoy their golden years 
in the Kingdom. It would be a 
deep disappointment if ample 
notice – and a thank you – were 
not forthcoming for those who 
had faith in enjoying their 
retirement here.
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Secret meeting revealed
Govt denies involvement despite meeting day before Araibi release

Foreign Minister Don Pra-
mudwinai says good rela-
tions between Thailand and 

Bahrain helped extricate Thailand 
from the controversy surrounding 
the Bahraini extradition request for 
footballer Hakeem al-Araibi, who 
has refugee status in Australia.

Mr Don said the Bahraini govern-
ment values the relationship between 
the two countries, and did not want 
the Thai government subjected to 
pressure and criticism from the 
international community, and did 
not want the issue to be prolonged.

Bahraini media reported last 
Sunday (Feb 10) that Mr Don was 
granted an audience with Prince 
Salman bin Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince of Bahrain, 
to discuss the extradition of the 
Bahraini refugee footballer.

“Bahrain is a good friend of 
Thailand, and my trip was not 
because Thailand was pressured 
by many countries but because 
Bahrain saw this case as an urgent 
matter that required an immediate 
solution,” he said.

In addition to Mr Don’s secret 
f light to Manama, the capital of 

Bahrain, it was also revealed that 
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
became directly involved in the 
secret diplomacy.

While Mr Don was with Prime 
Minister Khalifa, Gen Prayut phoned 
the Bahrain leader, and spoke to 
him directly.

According to the Bahrain media, 
the Prayut-Khalifa telephone call 

“reviewed the progress of Bahraini-
Thai relations and the mechanisms 
to enhance cooperation and coor-
dination.”

The Bahrain media are carefully 
monitored by the Manama regime.

Meanwhile, the Thai Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs has carried no news 
of the Bahrain visit and Don-Khalifa 
talks, even after Mr Don admitted the 

lightning trip on Tuesday (Feb 12).
Araibi arrived in Australia on 

Tuesday. He was freed from Bangkok 
Remand Prison on Monday (Feb 11) 
after the Criminal Court approved a 
request by prosecutors to withdraw 
its petition to have him extradited 
to his home country.

Araibi was held for over two 
months upon arriving in Bangkok 

from Australia with his wife for 
their honeymoon.

Bahrain’s National Communi-
cation Centre, however, issued a 
statement: “The Kingdom of Bah-
rain recognises the independence 
and integrity of the judiciary in the 
Kingdom of Thailand. Nonetheless, 
it reiterates its sovereign right to 
pursue legal action against Mr Al 
Araibi given that a guilty verdict, 
delivered by a Bahraini court, still 
stands.”

Gen Prayut explained that after 
Mr Hakeem was freed from the 
remand prison, Thailand would no 
longer be involved with his case.

“From now on, his case would 
be Bahrain’s and Australia’s prob-
lem,” he said.

“It is the right of these two 
countries to pursue legal action, but 
Thailand has nothing to do with the 
case anymore.”

He also asked the public to stop 
all criticism toward the government 
now that the case is done.

He added that the government 
has no authority over the legal pro-
ceedings of the Criminal Court and 
cannot interfere in any way – despite 
his and the foreign minister’s direct 
intervention on Sunday which was 
followed by Araibi’s release the 
next day.

This photo in the Bahrain media was the first revelation of the trip to Bahrain 
last weekend by Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai (left) for talks with Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, seen here holding Mr Don’s hand.

Bangkok Post

BANGKOK
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Bribes for schools
Authorities urged to tackle school entrance corruption

Education expert Som-
pong Jit radub has 
urged the Office of 

the Basic Education Com-
mission (Obec) to do more in 
its bid to purge bribery from 
state school admissions by 
scrapping all seven special 
entry conditions instead of 
only three.

“If all special conditions 
are not dropped, there will 
still be a loophole for school 
executives to demand bribes 
in the form of donations from 
parents during the admissions 
process. We need to get rid of 
all these special conditions to 
solve this chronic problem,” Mr 
Sompong said in an interview 
on Tuesday (Feb 12).

The “seven special con-
ditions” that Mr Sompong 
mentioned are part of Obec’s 
official admissions rules for 
state primary and secondary 
schools nationwide.

Under the rules, students 
who meet one of the condi-

tions may receive preferential 
admission to the school of their 
choice. The seven conditions 
available are: students under 
the patronage of donors of 
school land; students from poor 
or underprivileged families; 
students whose parents made 
sacrifices for victims of dis-
asters; students whose parents 
are teachers or school person-
nel; students whose parents 
make frequent contributions 
to schools; students from al-

lied schools and students who 
passed entrance exams but 
missed out due to admissions 
quotas. These seven special 
cases are perceived as a sig-
nificant cause of pae jia, which 
allow unscrupulous school 
executives to demand kickback 
money from parents in return 
for granting admissions.

Bribery in exchange for 
places in state schools is so 
rife that the National An-
ti-Corruption Commission 

(NACC) recommended the 
Education Ministry remove 
these criteria entirely from 
its admissions policy.

Last week, Obec followed 
the NACC’s recommenda-
tion by removing three of the 
special conditions. This new 
policy, however, will not be 
applied to upcoming admis-
sions in March; it will become 
effective next year.

Under the new policy, the 
three conditions that will be 

removed are those for children 
whose parents make frequent 
contributions to schools; stu-
dents from allied schools and 
students who passed an en-
trance exam but were rejected 
entry due to a cap on places.

Mr Sompong said he be-
lieves that Obec should have 
removed all seven conditions.

“If these privileges remain, 
dishonest school executives can 
exploit their quotas for these 
special cases by demanding 
bribes from parents,” he said.

Mr Sompong also said the 
government must force direc-
tors of state schools nationwide 
to declare their assets to avert 
possible graft. This would en-
able the government to monitor 
suspicious financial transac-
tions in suspected incidents of 
“school place trading”.

“School place trading is 
now common knowledge 
among parents. It may not 
be called tea money directly, 
but many schools use the 
phrase ‘pledged donations 
for school development’ in-
stead. The figure can be in 
the mid-five-figure range for 

Up to seven-figure sums are given in exchange 
for top school places. Photo: Bangkok Post

Damrongkiat Mala

BANGKOK less popular schools and can 
go up to six or seven figures 
for some prestigious schools,” 
Mr Sompong said.

Mana Nimitmongkol, di-
rector of the Anti-Corruption 
Organisation of Thailand, said 
all donations to schools should 
be completely transparent and 
there should be no donation 
bidding wars.

“My recommendation is 
that there must be receipts for 
every donation. All donations 
must be posted on school 
noticeboards and websites, so 
the donators can check where 
the money has gone and how 
it was spent.”

He also urged the Educa-
tion Ministry to work harder 
to bring all state schools up to 
a similar educational standard.

“The pae jia system is the 
by-product of disparity. The 
quality gap between famous 
schools and normal schools is 
too wide. That’s why parents 
are willing to pay an exorbitant 
amount of money to purchase 
a place for their children at 
well-known schools,” he said.

Bangkok Post
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Online booking deceptions
UK probe forces major changes by hotel booking giants

Six major online booking 
operators – Expedia, 
Booking.com, Agoda, 

Hotels.com, ebookers and 
trivago – have agreed to make 
“voluntary” changes to their 
online sales tactics following 
an investigation by the UK’s 
Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) into issues 
including pressure selling, 
misleading discount claims, 
the effect that commissions 
have on how hotels are ordered 
on sites, and hidden charges.

“The Competition and 
Markets Authority (CMA) took 
action last year because it was 
concerned that practices such 
as giving a false impression 
of a room’s popularity or not 
displaying the full cost of a 
room upfront could mislead 
people, stop them finding the 
best deal and potentially break 
consumer protection law,” said 
the CMS in a statement issued 
last Wednesday (Feb 6).

According to the state-
ment, all companies under 

investigation by the CMA 
have co-operated with its work 
and voluntarily agreed to the 
following:

Search results: making it 
clearer how hotels are ranked 
after a customer has entered 
their search requirements, 
for example telling people 
when search results have 
been affected by the amount 

of commission a hotel pays 
the site.

Pressure selling: not giv-
ing a false impression of the 
availability or popularity of 
a hotel or rushing custom-
ers into making a booking 
decision based on incomplete 
information. For example, 
when highlighting that other 
customers are looking at the 

same hotel as you, making it 
clear they may be searching 
for different dates. The CMA 
also saw examples of some 
sites strategically placing sold 
out hotels within search results 
to put pressure on people to 
book more quickly. Sites have 
now committed not to do this.

Discount claims: being 
clearer about discounts and 

only promoting deals that 
are actually available at that 
time. Examples of misleading 
discount claims may include 
comparisons with a higher 
price that was not relevant to 
the customer’s search criteria. 
For example, some sites were 
comparing a higher weekend 
room rate with a weekday rate 
or comparing the price of a 
luxury suite with a standard 
room.

Hidden charges: displaying 
all compulsory charges such as 
taxes, booking or resort fees 
in the headline price. Sites can 
still break that price down, but 
the total amount the customer 
has to pay should always be 
shown upfront.

CMA Chairman, Andrew 
Tyrie, said, “The CMA has 
taken enforcement action to 
bring to an end misleading 
sales tactics, hidden charges 
and other practices in the 
online hotel booking market. 
These have been wholly unac-
ceptable.

“Six websites have already 
given firm undertakings not 
to engage in these practices. 
They are some of the larg-
est hotel booking sites. The 

CMA will now do whatever 
it can to ensure that the rest 
of the sector meets the same 
standards.”

Not all firms engaged in all 
of the practices cited above, 
but all have nonetheless agreed 
to abide by all the principles 
set out in the undertakings, 
Mr Tyrie said.

“The CMA will now moni-
tor compliance with the com-
mitments made by the booking 
sites. All changes must be 
made by 1 September at the 
very latest, though the sites 
have already started making 
improvements,” he noted.

The CMA will also write 
to other hotel booking sites 
including online travel agents, 
metasearch engines and ho-
tel chains setting out clear 
expectations for how they 
should be complying with 
consumer protection law,” 
Mr Tyrie added.

“The CMA also expects 
these sites to make necessary 
changes by 1 September. If it 
finds sufficient evidence that 
others could be breaking con-
sumer protection law, it will 
consider taking further en-
forcement action,” he warned.

The investigation by the UK’s Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) discovered 
pressure selling, misleading discount claims, the effect that commissions have on how 
hotels are ordered on sites, and hidden charges. Photo: NegativeSpace
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Choosing a financial adviser

If you don’t have a good 
long-term relationship 
with your financial ad-

viser, you may not get the 
most appropriate advice when 
you need it. If you don’t you 
could lose money, so do your 
due diligence.

You need to do a little 
research like you would when 
you are buying any product or 
service. Find several companies 
preferably by recommendation, 
then compare them.

If your current financial 
adviser does not have these 
traits, then think again:

• Understands you, your 
goals, your personal and in-
vestment needs.

• Has the experience to 
help you develop and maintain 
a financial plan designed for 
you which continues to be 
relevant over the time of the 
relationship.

• Can offer guidance when 
required. If you ask a question, 
are they able to provide you 
with the full technical answer? 

• Has experience and quali-
fications in financial services.

• Offers market updates, 
and can keep up to date with 

industry standards, changes 
and product changes. 

Your adviser should be 
local, with a track record and 
good references, has a local 
firm, is recommending ap-
propriate investments, explains 
how and what they are charg-
ing and is offering a long-term 
relationship.

Research yourself and ask 
questions to sort out the good 
from the bad.

• Check their website. 
Whilst these are easy to set 
up these days, it should give 
you an indication of who the 
people are, where they and the 
company are based, contact 

details, their main business, 
when it was last updated and 
whether any advertising ban-
ners are appropriate to a profes-
sional firm. Are the company 
what they say they are.

• Licensing and regulation. 
Are they appropriate for the 
business they are offering? Is 
the company you are dealing 
with registered in Thailand? 
Does the adviser have the ap-
propriate Visa and Work Permit 
paperwork? If they are offer-
ing investment management 
do they hold an SEC licence?

• Investments and platform 
products. What are the full 
costs? Who researches and 

selects funds? What research 
system do they use to make 
selections? What qualifications 
do the decision makers have? 
Make sure they don’t directly 
handle client money, this is a 
major red flag. Have they ever 
suffered an asset suspension 
or liquidation? Are they pro-
moting 3rd party or in-house 
investments? 

• Do you like and trust 
them? Does anyone else recom-
mend them? Is there a bio on 
the website? Are they a member 
of any professional bodies? 
What is their relevant industry 
experience and qualifications? 
Are they open and transparent 

about costs and commissions?
• Fees and commissions. 

What am I paying for financial 
advice, investment manage-
ment, any investment platforms, 
trusts, etc and what does the 
adviser receive for initial and 
ongoing advice. No advice is 
free even if they claim it is.

• Advice and recommen-
dations. Ask for everything 
presented in writing giving 
reasons and fees/charges for 
the advice. Did the adviser 
complete a fact find, risk as-
sessment and capacity for loss 
exercise with you; otherwise 
how could they have given you 
the appropriate advice? 

• Ongoing support. How 
often will you see the adviser 
in the future? How will you 
see them? Face to face, Skype, 
phone, email etc. When will 
you receive investment updates 
and how regularly? How do you 
contact them if things change?

There is some research to 
do and quite rightly as this 
is likely to be an important 
financial relationship for you; 
one which should be simple 
and largely beneficial, not 
one which is financially dis-
astrous. This is intended to 
be a lifelong relationship and 
you must do the due diligence 
to ensure you can work with 

the person you choose. 
If you have a current ad-

viser and you haven’t asked 
these questions before, they 
should be only too pleased to 
answer them. If you are not 
satisfied, then follow the pro-
cess and find someone better.

This is the first of six initial 
monthly articles about finan-
cial services. Further topics 
will also include choosing a 
financial adviser, UK pensions, 
markets and currencies, risk 
and what to watch out for.

Paul Wyatt is Managing 
Director of AIMS PI (Thailand) 
Limited, a Bangkok-based 
financial adviser who worked 
in the UK pensions industry 
from 1985 and in Thailand 
since 2009.

AIMS is a fee-based prac-
tice where all costs and charges 
are clear and transparent, 
having moved away from the 
concept of commission based 
advice, where the cost is hid-
den. Importantly, investment 
decisions are totally independ-
ent and not based on com-
mission.

If you have questions or 
need advice, email paul.wy-
att@aimspi.com, call +66 (0) 
847376036 or visit http://www.
aimspi.com/home

Not doing your homework 
on your financial adviser 
can leave your finances 
in dire straits before you 
start. Photo: rawpixel

Paul Wyatt

INVESTMENT
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The world of astrophotography 
SPACE ODDITY 

S
ome weeks ago, Phuket was 
treated to a glorious blood moon. 
It rose gradually, morphing from 
burnt, rusty orange into fiery red. 
This phenomenon, more common-
ly referred to as a lunar eclipse, 
occurs when the Moon passes 
directly behind the Earth, block-

ing direct sunlight. The sunlight that 
indirectly makes its way to the lunar 
surface becomes darker or filtered during 
this process, bathing the Moon in yellow, 
orange and red hues. It is certainly a 
rare and magical sight. 

Capturing that magic, however, is 
no easy feat. While many of us give up 
the ghost after one blurry photo on our 
phone cameras, there are some dedi-
cated folk who venture to the dark and 

secluded corners of the world and rise at 
ungodly hours, expensive kit in tow, to 
get the perfect celestial snapshot.

One such person is Patrick Brown 
(right), a physics and chemistry teacher 
with a penchant for amateur astropho-
tography, and who lives in Phuket. 

Here he shares his favourite photos 
taken on our very doorstep with a little 
backstory and science on each. 

Continued on page 12

Photo: Pixabay
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The Moon, Phuket Town, Jan 2019
Nikon Coolpix 900

“This is my favourite moon picture. 
I’ve taken a lot but none of them are as 
striking as this. 

I headed out to take a photo of the 
lunar eclipse but realised it wouldn’t 
be visible as it wasn’t occurring at that 
time. But by then I was already out with 
my camera. 

I was surprised to get this shot from 
Phuket Town considering the light 
pollution. A lot of photography is luck 
really. Being in the right place at the 
right time. I was looking for a lunar 
eclipse but I got this.

The original of this was hazier. 
When you put it through Photoshop and 
adjust the contrast, things come out 
that you didn’t or couldn’t see. 

The darker areas here are flat areas 
of lava and the lighter areas are rocks 
and mountain ranges. You can see me-
teorite craters too. Some are billions of 
years old.

 You can’t see the flag on the moon 
with a camera or telescope. For many 
years, conspiracy theorists used that 
to say there was no proof of the moon 
landings. Now satellites can get close 
enough to see the flag and even the foot-
prints.”

Milky Way, Koh Yao Noi, Feb 2017
Canon 80D with 16mm Rokinon lens 

“I got up at about three in the morning 
and set up on the beach to take this. 
You can find out when the Milky Way 
will be the brightest and what time it 
rises and sets. 

You need a place with no light. Koh 
Yao Noi isn’t ideal as there are still lots 
of lights on the beach as well as the 
fishermen’s green lights. 

I took this with about a 20 second 
time exposure and a tripod. It’s a lot 
brighter than what you see with your 
eyes. 

If you look closely, you can see the 
stars are slightly blurred because of 
the rotation of the earth during those 
20 seconds. I’ve now got a Polarie star 
tracker which tracks the movement of 
the Earth and moves your camera with 
it. You can do a minute exposure that 
way and capture more light. 

The centre of the galaxy always 
comes out nice and bright. I’d like to 
take some more defined photos of it. 

The first time I saw the Milky Way 
was in India. I could see it with my own 
eyes because it was that bright. I was 
like Oscar Wilde “in the gutter looking 
at the stars!” 

Why astrophotography?
“I’ve always been into space. At Cub 
Scouts as a boy, they told us that you 
could see mountain ranges on the moon 
through binoculars. I didn’t believe 
it but I went home and got my dad’s 
binoculars and they were right. I was 
amazed by that. I could see craters and 
I was transfixed.

I was eight years old when they first 
landed on the Moon. I was amazed by 
all of that as well. 

But I got into photography separate-
ly. My dad got me my first camera in 
1975. Then I got a telescope but I never 
connected the camera up to it. 

I didn’t start taking astronomi-
cal photos that long ago really. The 
first time I took a photo of the Milky 
Way was in Indonesia in 2016. I put a 
camera, just a Sony, on its back on the 
ground and did a 60 second time ex-
posure. I couldn’t believe the photo. It 
isn’t a basic camera; it has really good, 
wide aperture, but it isn’t designed for 
astronomical photography.”

How does Phuket compare to the UK 
in terms of astrophotography?

“You see the moon from a different an-
gle because you’re on a different part of 
the planet. 

Just like the UK, you can get clear-
er pictures if you go to somewhere a bit 
darker. The light pollution isn’t much 
better in Phuket. You need to go up 
north, to Khao Lak for example, for the 
best shots. That’s why I was pleased  
and surprised to get the moon picture 
in Phuket Town.”

Patrick doesn’t sell or exhibit his 
works; this is a hobby, an outlet, un-
dertaken for the love of photography 
and a long-established fascination with 
space. 

“If readers look at my photos in The 
Phuket News for longer than they look 
at articles about traffic accidents then 
I’m on to a winner!”

Shoot the Moon. Photo: Patrick Brown The Milky Way. Feel insignificant yet? Photo: Patrick Brown
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2nd Anniversary Queen Sirikit 
Park on Thalang Rd was awash 
with reds and golds – even more 
so than usual – on Feb 10 as 
Phuket Governor Phakaphong 
Tavipatana welcomed locals and 
tourists alike at the opening 
of this year’s Phuket Old Town 

festival. The festival, which celebrates 
Chinese New Year and Phuket’s cul-
tural identity, is in its 20th year and has 
become a major event in the island’s 
calendar. 

The evening saw parades, dance 
performances from Kai Kaew theatre, 
musical puppet shows, storytelling and 

the worshiping of Guan Yin (Goddess of 
Mercy), an ancient Phuket tradition, at 
the renowned golden dragon statue. 

Governor Phakaphong thanked 
the cultural departments that have 
contributed to the preservation of lo-
cal culture and traditions of Chinese 
Thais, acknowledging that their ef-
forts have sustained the festival for 20 
years. The Chinese Thai influence can 
be found on all corners of Phuket Old 
Town but let’s focus on the themes of 
this year’s festival: architecture, cloth-
ing and food.

Architecture 
The striking Sino-Portuguese style 
buildings in Phuket Old Town reflect 
the early settlement by the Chinese 
and the subsequent arrival of the 
Portuguese during the tin-mining 
boom. The first of these buildings was 
constructed in 1903; the Portuguese 
settlers employed Chinese workers to 
build them, giving rise to the hybrid 
architectural style.  

The key architectural features of 
Sino-Portuguese properties are almost 
identical to those of European build-
ings, such as label stops, cornices, 
window shutters, central courtyards to 
let in natural sunlight and beautifully 
decorated floor tiles. The walls are 

usually partly decorated with ceramic 
tiles and the interiors furnished in a 
Chinese-style.

Clothing
The Peranakan community, also 
referred to as Baba-Nyonya, are the de-
scendants of Chinese immigrants. They 
are said to have accumulated huge 
wealth from tin-mining business. Most 
of the time, they dress just like other 
southern Thais, but they have pre-
served their own traditional clothing 
style which is worn on important occa-
sions such as weddings and festivals. 
Baba men have long eschewed Chinese-
style clothing in favour of fashionable 
modern suits. Yaya women, by contrast, 
have preserved a modern variant of the 
traditional sarong wrap-around tube 
skirt and the elegant kebaya blouse, ta-
pering at the waist and flaring over the 

20 years of Phuket 
Old Town Festival

hips. There is even a specific Phuket 
style of kebaya, noticeably lacier than 
those worn by Nyonya women in Singa-
pore and Malaysia.

Food
Phuket owes its varied cuisine to the 
mix of cultures that have lived, or 
continue to live, here. Phuket pre-
dominantly offers Thai, Chinese-Thai, 
Malaysian and Muslim food. Some 
have the familiar tastes of Peranakan 
food from Penang, Malaysia and Sin-
gapore. An old adage has it that: “The 
test of a true Baba is to eat chilli with-
out flinching.”

However, more recent times have 
brought food from other foreigners, 
such as Europeans and Indians, who 
have come to live in Phuket. In turn, 
these cuisines are assimilated, eventu-
ally becoming traditional.

Puttimas Puttasuwan
reporter2@classactmedia.co.th

Traditional costumes were honoured.

Phuket Town Mayor Somjai (centre), herself from a long lineage of Phuket Town Chinese, led the proceedings.



THEPHUKETNEWS.COM  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2019

thephuketnews

14 COMMUNITY

Amy Bryant
editor1@classactmedia.co.th 

Family matters
The mother-son team behind a new cafe in Chalong

I
n London, where I was born and raised, it’s 
difficult to avoid chain restaurants. In Phuket, 
it’s a challenge to find them. I like it that way. 
I’ve always been drawn to the more unusual 
restaurants; the unassuming ones a little off the 
beaten track or in someone’s front room, where 
you take your chances with an untranslated 
menu or end the night talking like old friends 

with the owner.
On a recent aimless walk through the quiet back-

streets of Chalong, I came across an eatery which 
fit my idiosyncratic criteria: ‘Louis Sweet Cafe.’ Set 
at the back of the Jangyim-Roche family’s home, the 
cafe boasts unspoilt views of Big Buddha, Nakkerd 
Hills and a lush field grazed by the occasional buf-
falo. A true hidden gem.

Although they call themselves a cafe, their menu 
offers a comprehensive mix of Thai and Western 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Customers can 
make use of the family’s pool, too.

It might surprise you to learn that the cafe’s epon-
ymous baker and all-round helper is all of 10 years 
old. With flawless English and boundless enthusi-
asm, Louis makes the experience of eating there.

“The first thing I ever cooked was bacon for my 
dad when I was four,” says Louis. “I learned how to 
bake when I was nine. We sold brownies outside our 
old shop and the most I made was B4,000 in one day,” 
he adds, beaming.

While Thidaporn, Louis’ mother, does the bulk of 
the cooking as the newly-opened cafe finds its feet, 

Louis has his role to play slicing and preparing meat, 
cooking burgers and making batches of his signature 
sticky chocolate brownies. 

He also comes to his mother with ideas for new 
dishes, often inspired by YouTube videos he’s seen. 
He recently scoured Jungceylon and local markets 
for a particular type of squid after discovering Japa-
nese odorigui online, a dish in which the headless 
animal’s tentacles continue to move due to electrical 
impulses, although he admits that dish is a “little 
creepy” and won’t be making an appearance at the 
cafe anytime soon.

“When we try new things and they’re hard to 
make, it’s exciting. I feel good when I cook. I like the 
fire and the knives too!” explains Louis.

His current project is the pizza burrito, but he 
becomes uncharacteristically quiet when we touch 
on this, perhaps wanting to keep the special recipe a 
secret for now suggests Thidaporn. 

It’s heartwarming to see this wholesome mother-
son team in action and impressive to see Louis front 
of house handling orders, making recommendations 
and effortlessly conversing with customers at such a 
tender age. 

“He is my shadow. I’m so lucky to have him,” Thi-
daporn says. “I sold my shop and was going to sell 
the house and move back to Bangkok but he didn’t 
want to. He said the spirits of the house didn’t want 
us to either. So we stayed and opened this cafe at the 
end of last year instead.”

Talking to Louis makes me feel slightly embar-
rassed that my only relatable experience was as a 
teenage retail worker which lasted all of two weeks 
after I called in sick (okay, hungover) and was 

promptly fired. It’s clear that the opportunities and 
experiences the cafe bring will stand him in good 
stead for the future. 

When Louis isn’t busy cooking up a storm or 
charming customers, you can find him either gam-
ing, at the gun range with his father, dancing or 
watching football (despite seeing his beloved Man-
chester United lose a few too many times now). 

As if this busy boy didn’t have enough on his 
plate, he now has his sights set on competing in 
the popular cooking game show MasterChef Junior 
Thailand this year. He certainly has my support and 
will undoubtedly have that of any customers who 
take the time to experience this wonderful cafe for 
themselves.
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John Dalley 

The dog days aren’t over
Soi Dog co-founder, John Dalley, on the real problem with stray dogs

T
he amount of coverage and attention given 
to Phuket’s stray dog “problem” over the past 
couple of weeks by the authorities seems to 
me to be getting far more than it warrants, 
and we need a reality check. 

We have had one confirmed case of rabies 
– found by Soi Dog Foundation – in 24 years. 
Despite other dogs in the area being put 

under observation, no other case has as yet been iden-
tified, which is not surprising as most stray dogs on 
Phuket are vaccinated and sterilised. We will likely 
never know how the dog caught the virus. It may have 
been bitten by one of the hundreds of unvaccinated 
puppies flown into Phuket each year for sale. If so, 
the puppy would likely now be dead without anybody 
knowing it was carrying the disease. It could also 
have been bitten by a bat or a wild monkey.

We would encourage the Governor to stress the 
need for owners to exercise proper control of their dogs 
and have them sterilised, and to take action to stop 
the insanity of allowing hundreds of unvaccinated 
puppies to fly into what has been Thailand’s only 
rabies-free province for many years from provinces 
where rabies is endemic. Puppies cannot be vaccinated 
against rabies until they are at least 12 weeks old. 

Sending more dogs to the already overcrowded and 
underfunded dog pound, a facility that is little more 
than a death camp for dogs, will have no long-term 
effect. 

The authorities periodically have a purge on dogs, 
effectively using a sticking plaster to repair a leaking 
dam. To solve the stray dog problem on Phuket and 

throughout Thailand you need to get to the root of the 
problem which is too many unwanted puppies being 
dumped. These puppies, if they survive, just replace 
any dogs previously removed in an endless cycle. 

Soi Dog is working with schools in Phuket to edu-
cate children on safety and how to care for pets but 
much more is needed. We also provide free sterilisa-
tion to any dog, owned or stray. Unless there is a good 
reason not to, we return stray dogs to where they came 
from, as that is the principle of capture, neuter, vacci-
nate, release. Dogs are territorial and will keep other 

dogs out. Removing vaccinated, sterilised dogs without 
good reason only leads to others replacing them and 
the cycle continues. 

There has been an explosion in the pet market in 
Asia in recent years which is big business. Very few 
owners, though, understand responsible pet owner-
ship and consider it normal to allow their pets to roam 
free, rather than taking them out for exercise and at 
other times keeping them enclosed in their yards. Be-
cause most come from puppy farms where inbreeding 
and overbreeding lead to poor quality puppies, many 
develop medical issues which is leading to increasing 
numbers of pedigree dogs being abandoned.

Meanwhile the pound is filling up not with danger-
ous dogs but abandoned puppies and pets. 

Volunteers and Soi Dog staff do their best to treat 
the dogs, the vast majority of which were living quite 
happily in their neighbourhoods. However, disease is 
a constant problem. Last year many died from canine 
distemper. Currently we are battling with parvovirus 
and we have many puppies and dogs from the pound 
in our isolation unit. Serious wounds are another daily 
occurrence.

Incidents like the one in Phang Nga province are 
fortunately very rare. We understand the pack leader 
was a known aggressive dog dumped by his owner 
and there had already been less serious incidents, 
but nothing was done until the awful attack which 
grabbed national headlines. Nearly all recorded dog 
bites are caused by uncontrolled owned dogs who are 
following their instinct to protect their property. 

To my knowledge, no action has been taken against 
the owner of the dog in Phang Nga even though it is 
now illegal to dump unwanted pets.

One of many similar so-called ‘dangerous dogs’ 
taken to the pound in recent weeks. Photo: Soi Dog
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Daren Jenner

Keeping buoys and girls afloat
Like oil and water, children and cheap ‘floaties’ just don’t mix

W
hether you call Phuket 
home or are a first-time 
visitor, our beaches are a 
prime visit-and-repeat at-
traction. They are a great 
place for kids to swim, 
play on the sand or just 
relax with the family.

As a parent, you want your child 
to enjoy the beach safely. So on your 
way to the sand and sea, you stop at 
the convenience shop and buy a set 
of floaties. After all, they will help 
keep your young one safe in the ocean, 
right?

This is a must-read for any parent 
considering using floaties in Phuket’s 
ocean waters.

What is a ‘floatie’?
‘Floatie’ is a slang term for buoyancy 
aids, also called personal (PVD) or 
supplemental (SVD) flotation devices. 
They are usually pneumatic (filled 
with air) and are normally worn 
around the upper arms, torso or neck. 
In general, these devices are toys and 
are not durable or reliable enough 
for ocean use. These devices will not 
naturally turn an unconscious victim 
face-up in the water and allow them to 
breathe.

What is a life vest?
A Type II flotation vest is a pneumatic 
or flexible material vest worn around 
the torso (aka life vest), such as those 
found on commercial aircraft.  They 
are designed to turn an unconscious 
victim face-up most of the time in calm 
to moderate sea conditions. They are 
lighter and less bulky than a Type I 
flotation vest.

What is a life jacket?
A Type I life jacket is a full, sleeveless 
jacket that is designed to turn an un-
conscious victim face-up nearly all of 
the time, even in severe sea conditions. 
They usually have a sewn-in neck flap 
and are found on commercial vessels 
and naval craft. In the fatal Phoenix 
sinking last year where 47 tourists died 
in rough ocean conditions, this is the 
only type of life jacket that could have 
saved more lives.

Drowning: a local 
and international problem

Drowning is a leading cause of unin-
tentional injury death in children, not 
only in Phuket but worldwide. Drown-
ing remains the number one killer of 
Thai children under 14. In Australia, 
it is the leading cause of unintentional 
injury death in children under three. 
Worldwide, it is the third-highest cause 
of unintentional injury death in all age 
groups. 

Floaties can promote a 
false sense of security. 
Photo: Pexels 

Floaties and kids don’t mix. Why?
1. They float. This extra flotation leaves 
children more vulnerable to being drawn 
into gutters and feeder currents which 
merge to form rip currents. Without 
their feet firmly planted on the sand 
at all times, children using floaties are 
extremely susceptible to these danger-
ous currents. At all of Phuket’s beaches, 
children should only go as deep as their 
swimming ability permits without any 
type of flotation device.

2. They are not designed for ocean 
use. Kids have a way of getting out of 
everything. Plus, cheap floaties can leak 
and fail. If a child has inadvertently 
floated out too far, a failure can lead to 
drowning in 30 to 60 seconds.

3. They promote a false sense of se-
curity. The resulting overconfidence can 
cause children to get into conditions they 
can’t cope with. “When in doubt, don’t let 
them go out.” 

Swimming ability and parental 
supervision: there is no substitute

In the early days of surfing, before ankle 
ropes, board riders who wiped out had 
to bodysurf and swim to retrieve their 
board. Basic swimming skills are essen-
tial for everyone in the water, under all 
circumstances.

Before you enter the water, make 
sure your kids, and you yourself as their 
responsible party, have the necessary 
swimming skills to cope with local ocean 
conditions without floaties. Keep close to 
them at all times while in the water. 

And enjoy your family time safely at 
Phuket’s magnificent beaches.

Daren Jenner is a bodysurfer and Ocean 
Lifeguard in Southeast Asia. He is also 
a Marine Safety Officer for the Interna-
tional Surf Lifesaving Association.
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Dale Ford 

EDUCATION CORNER

Do universities 
seek well-rounded 
students?
Striking the right balance 
of extracurricular activities

I
n my 30 years as a university 
counsellor, students and parents 
have often talked to me about 
a perception that colleges and 
universities are looking for 
applicants who have a bit of 
everything. They are under the 
assumption that to maximise the 

chances of admission, students should 
have a balance of excellent grades and 
test scores, along with a perfect spread 
of activities and involvement in a wide 
range of areas. While it’s certainly true 
that academics and test scores are the 
first hurdle students must jump over 
to become viable university candidates, 

the issue of extracurricular involvement 
is more complicated.

In the US, universities are happy to 
admit academically able students who 
excel in a smaller number of areas. 
Well-rounded people and a well-round-
ed class are two very different things. 
A university is interested in building a 
class of students with varied perspec-
tives and passions. They need student 
journalists, leaders, athletes and 
musicians – but they don’t expect one 
individual student to be all of those 
things.

As a parent, help your children ex-
plore different activities and then let 
them settle on those they truly enjoy. 
Once they find their areas of inter-
est, encourage them to join clubs and 
activities that relate to these areas. 
There is no need to overschedule and 
attempt to build a résumé in the name 
of well-roundedness or as a strategy for 
enhancing university admission.

Students who follow their passions 
can become a “big deal” in a couple of 
different areas. It doesn’t really matter 
whether that interest is in master-
ing the oboe, becoming a talented 
swimmer or providing service to the 
community. A side benefit to this ap-
proach is that your child (and your 
home) will be happier. A child forced to 
spend years practising an activity for 
which they have little interest is going 
to result in a home filled with adoles-
cent angst.

Of course, if a student has multiple 
interests, it’s absolutely fine for all of 
them to be pursued. There is nothing 
wrong with being well-rounded instead 
of “angular”. But the reality is that 
it’s difficult to become a leader if stu-
dents spread their time among a dozen 
different activities. Most successful 
university applicants have a relatively 
few number of extracurriculars that 
are somewhat related.

For the UK, if they are related in 
some way to the course to which the 
student is applying, even better.

Universities in most countries ask 
students to list their extracurricular 
involvement during the final four years 
of high school. Because of that, it is 
important that students find activities 
that interest them well before the end 
of high school. Doing that, while also 
having a good academic record and 
working with your school’s experienced 
university counsellor, can make the ap-
plication process a smooth one.

Are there any activities students 
should avoid? Yes, there are a few. No 
university admission officer would be 
impressed with “Facebooking” as an 
extracurricular activity.

Dale Ford is one of two University 
Counsellors at British International 
School, Phuket. For more information, 
visit them at at www.bisphuket.ac.th

As a parent, help your children explore 
different activities and then let them 
settle on those they truly enjoy. Photo: BISP
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CELEBRATING CHINESE NEW YEAR IN STYLE AT JW MARRIOTT PHUKET

THE NAKA ISLAND RESORT & SPA, PHUKET WINS GREEN-FOCUSED AWARD

JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa welcomed the Year of the Pig with a host of fun, traditional activities and authentic food between Feb 4-5. Hotel guests enjoyed a theatrical 
lion dance performance, firecrackers, colourful processions, dance shows and more. The activities are held to bring prosperity in all forms for the coming year.

The exclusive boutique resort on Naka Yai Island was awarded the “Gold Level” Green Hotel Award at the 12th Anniversary G-Green award ceremony in Bangkok on Jan 30 for 
their committment to sustainability. Their Green Committees work hard to reduce plastic consumption by reusing and recycling. 

GOOD EXERCISE, GOOD CAUSE AT RUN TO STOP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Keen runners were up at the crack of dawn on Feb 9 for the Run to Stop Domestic Violence organised by the Phuket Juvenile and Family Court. Over 1,000 runners 
undertook the 16-kilometre challenge, which started at British International School, Phuket and ended at Thanyapura.

Laced up and ready to go.

Yes, that's a plastic-free beach.

JW Marriott Phuket General Manager Matthias Y. 
Sutter with wife Elia and twins Sebastian and Adriana.

Thumbs up from Jason, 
Rathavich and Plathong.

The Naka Island Resort & Spa team with their prestigious award.

Gong Xi Fa Cai!
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FIREFLY AT THE PAVILIONS HOSTS FAMILY FUN DAY FOR LOCAL CHARITIES
Firefly pool and restaurant teamed up with The Good Shepherd and Phuket Has Been Good To Us for a Family Fun Day on Feb 10. The day was jam-packed with activities for 
the kids and culinary delights for the adults, all in the name of raising much-needed funds for Phuket charities. The event was sponsored by The Phuket News and Live 89.5.

Here come the girls. Goldie bringing the laughs.

Smiles all round.

Graham belting 
out the tunes.

CENTRAL CELEBRATE CHINESE NEW YEAR WITH BABA FASHION SHOW
Local Peranakan ladies donned traditional dresses at a fashion show in Central Floresta to mark Chinese New Year last week in a colourful display of their rich culture.

ANOTHER SIDE-SPLITTING SUNDAY SHOW
AT THE JW MARRIOTT COMEDY NIGHT
Compère Aidan Killian, support act Dave Thompson and headliner JoJo Smith all had the audience 
in stitches on Feb 10 at the monthly Stand Up Asia event at the Marriott Resort, Merlin Beach.

Ajarn Pranee Sakulpipatana 
with Ratana Banyongponglert 
and Rabiab Jitkuea.

Go on, tell a Phuket News joke, Aidan.

The next generation of Peranakan.

Pete, Dave, JoJo and Aidan post-gig.



All you can eat BBQ Ribs night
6PM – 11PM: All you can eat BBQ Ribs served 
with salad buffet, potato salad & choice of sauc-
es. Reservation recommended. 295 baht P.P. 
shakersphuket@gmail.com, 081 891 4381.
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Mussels night @ Shakers
1.2kg mussels served with French fries, your 
choice, your style: natural, marnière, Proven-
çale, garlic and cream or Thai style. Reserva-
tions recommended B295 P/P. shakersphuket@
gmail.com 081 891 4381.

FRI 15
FEB

 ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ RIBS
Come join us for our WEEKLY BBQ EVERY 
FRIDAY served ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT at Two 
Chefs Kata Center, Karon, Kata Beach and 
Patong. Indulge in All You Can Eat BBQ Pork 
Ribs, Chicken and Sides for ONLY 495 BAHT! 
Our BBQ is famous at Two Chefs! Come try 
us out and enjoy our mouthwatering pork ribs, 
flavor-bursting chicken and more! Join us for 
Live Music from 8-Late Performed by Our 
Famous Two Chefs Band! Come for the FOOD 
- Stay for the Fun. www.twochefs.com Kata 
Beach 076-333-370 Kata Center 076-330-065 
Karon 076-286-479 Patong 076-344-914.

SUN 17
FEB

All you can eat 
Sunday Roast Buffet

Beef, Pork and Lamb – Cauliflower, Broccoli, 
Peas, Carrots, fried mushrooms, grilled toma-
toes – Yorkshire pudding – roasted potatoes, 
mashed potatoes – gravy, mushroom sauce, 
mint sauce. Reservations recommended. B350 
P/P. shakersphuket@gmail.com 081 891 4381.

Sunday Roast All Day, 
All Night

Come enjoy a Traditional Sunday Roast EVERY 
SUNDAY at Two Chefs Kata Center, Karon, 
Kata Beach and Patong. Indulge in our Tradi-
tional Sunday Roast ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT for 
ONLY 445 Baht! Enjoy a Large ALL YOU CAN 
EAT selection of your favorites! Featuring: Roast 
Aussie Beef, Pork Loin and Chicken. Roasted 
or Mashed Potatoes. Roasted Mixed Vegeta-
bles Flavored with Thyme and Garlic. Yorkshire 
Pudding and Red Wine Gravy. Enjoy Live Mu-
sic from 8-Late Performed by Our Famous Two 
Chefs Band! Come for the FOOD - Stay for the 
Fun. RESERVE Your Table Now Online at bit.ly/
TwoChefsReservations Check out more details 
on our website at bit.ly/TwoChefsEvents Res-
ervations, Two Chefs Kata Center, Karon, Kata 
Beach and Patong., Kata Beach 076-333-370 
Kata Center 076-330-065 Karon 076-286-479 
Patong 076-344-914.

Futsal League 2019
Is your child interested in football? Would they 
enjoy enhancing their football skills whilst 
spending time with friends? At British Interna-
tional School Phuket, the Cruzeiro Saturday 
morning league will allow your child to play fun, 
competitive football at the incredible facilities. 
Bring them along to either U9/U11 or U13/U15 
fixtures at the advertised times! See you there!

Traditional Sunday Roast 
at O’Tool’s

Served from 2pm. Your Choice of either Roast 
Beef, Chicken, Loin of Pork or Leg of Lamb 

Sala Sunday Night 
Steak & Seafood

Premium barbecue main course, including im-
ported Australian Rib Eye, full rack of Lamb or 
whole Phuket Lobster accompanied by buf-
fet of delicious appetizers. Live music from 
6.30pm. Premium BBQ. 1,700*Baht. Reserva-
tions, Sala Phuket, events@salaphuket.com 
076 338 888. 

Simmer & Spice
Curry buffet, Great variety, Vibrant flavours. 
Every Monday from 18.30 - 21.30. Reserva-
tions, SALA Phuket, events@salaphuket.com,  
076 338 888.

MON 18
FEB

SAT 16
FEB

The Great Nai Harn Phuket Sun-
day Brunch, just got better...

With our exclusive offer 4 guests eat for the 
price of 3! Culinary maestro Executive Chef 
Mark Jones, added exquisite new dishes for the 
most demanding palates. Experience it while 
enjoying the spectacular views over Nai Harn 
Bay and listening to the sounds of Resident DJ 
Sun. Every Sunday from 12:30 - 15:00 hrs THB 
5,500 net per adult (With free-flow premium 
beverage handpicked by James Suckling) THB 
3,850 net per adult (food only) THB 2,200 net 
per child aged from 6 to 18 (with free-flow juices 
and soft drinks) For more information and book-
ings, please call +66 76 380 200 or fbreserva-
tion@thenaiharn.com

All you can eat BBQ night
6pm – 11pm: Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, 
Sausages, Prawns and Squid, Salad buffet, 
Choice of potatoes and sauces, bread, buns 
and garlic bread. Reservation recommend-
ed. B395 P/P. shakersphuket@gmail.com 
081 891 4381.

The 22nd Bay Regatta 2019
The 22nd Bay Regatta is expected to be the big-
gest yet and will firmly stand out as one of South 
East Asia’s finest yachting events. Taking place 
in some of the most beautiful scenery the region 
has to offer, the four days racing and daily prize-
giving dinners will bring a buzz of excitement 
to Phuket, Phang Nga and Krabi. More info at: 
facebook.com/bayregatta

PIWC - Annual Fundraiser 2019
Phuket International Women’s Club Annual Fund-
raiser 2019. At Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort 
on February 16, 2019. Start from 18.30. Dress-
code: Rock or Pop. Tickets 2,500 baht; Buffer, 
welcome drink and Live Band. All proceeds go 
to PIWC scholarship fund. Ticketing & info: info@
piwc-phuket.com

ZUMA returns to 
Anantara Layan

Award-winning contemporary Japanese res-
taurant, ZUMA, returns for a third season to the 

beachfront at Anantara Layan Phuket Resort 
between 15 December 2018 and 15 Febru-
ary 2019. For more information and bookings, 
please call + 66 (0) 7631 7200 or email zuma@
anantara.com

Served with Roast & Boiled Potatoes, 3 Fresh 
Vegetables, Yorkshire Pudding & Gravy. Only 
350 Baht. Includes a Free Glass of House Red 
or White. See: www.otools-phuket.com
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RETRO NIGHT – 
BACK TO THE 70s & 80s

Don’t miss out on our newest, exciting weekly 
event at Two Chefs. Come and join us for our spe-
cial Flambé 300g Australian grass fed rib eye steak 
served with a creamy peppercorn sauce, roasted 
vegetable medley and potato gratin for ONLY 595 
THB. Have a sweet tooth? Treat yourself to the 
Two Chefs banana flambé served with vanilla ice 
cream for ONLY 95 THB. Sit back and enjoy one of 
our drink specials as you listen to the famous Two 
Chefs band performing all your favorite retro hits 
and more! Live music starts from 8pm and goes 
late at all of our Two Chefs locations. Reserva-
tions are highly recommended. You can book on 
our website at WWW.TWOCHEFS.COM or find us 
on Facebook at WWW.FACEBOOK/TWOCHEF-
STHAILAND/ COME FOR THE FOOD STAY 
FOR THE FUN! Reservations, Call us directly at 
Two Chefs Kata Center 076-330-065, Kata Beach  
076-333-370, Karon 076-286-479, Patong 
076-344-914

Blue Horizon WCGC 
Thailand 2019

The Blue Horizon World Corporate Golf Chal-
lenge continues in 2019 with the top 10% of 
teams (2 people per team) from each qualifier 
gaining entry to the Thailand Final on the 27th of 
April 2019 at Laguna Golf Club Phuket. Promi-
nent sponsors provide an all-expenses paid trip 
to the World Final at Oitavoss Dunes in Cascais, 
Portugal. For more details and to sign up con-
tact events@foremanagement.com

Hospitality Golf 
Challenge 2019

The 4th Laguna Phuket Hospitality Challenge 
charity golf tournament will take place on the 
3rd April 2019, with an amazing day of gourmet 
golf at Laguna Golf Phuket Course all in aid of 
The Children First Fund. Why not come and join 
the event with some great local hole sponsors 
treating all the golfers to some fun challenges 
and exciting Food and Beverage service. We 
are proud to have 89.5FM and Phuket News 
TV as our Media Partner and Sponsor. Visit 
www.asean-events.com or email mark@asean-
events.com

SAT 27
APR

FRI 1
MAR

Grow Boating 
Networking Evening

The Grow Boating Networking Evening for March 
2019 will be held at The Speakeasy Yacht Club, 
at The Royal Phuket Marina from 5pm. Please 
contact us if you would like to be our drinks spon-

WED 3
APR
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Phuket Sundowners
 - Mar 2019

AustCham Thailand is delighted to invite mem-
bers and guests from AustCham and partner 
chambers to join our Phuket Sundowners to be 
held on Friday 8th March, 2019, at the Angsana 
Laguna Phuket. Cost: Baht 500 for AustCham 
members, partner Chambers’ members, and 
Australian Alumni Members. Baht 900 for non-
members.

KEVIN GILDEA & IMRAN 
YUSUF IN PHUKET

Do not miss KEVIN GILDEA (IRL) and IMRAN 
YUSUF (UK) with host DEEPAK CHANDRAN 
(IND). Early bird tickets are on sale now from 
350 THB or 600 THB at the door. Get your tick-
ets today on TicketFlap: www.ticketflap.com/
phuketcomedy-kevingildea Magic Rock, Marri-
ott Resort & Spa, Merlin Beach, Phuket.

THU 21
FEB

FRI 8
MAR

SUN 10
MAR

Boat Lagoon Weekend 1-2 
March 2019

Beat & Bite. Music & Food & Fun. From 6.00 pm 
till 10.00 pm. at Lagoon Quay. พบกับงานแสดงดนตรี 
อาหาร และความสนุกหลากหลายรูปแบบ ท่ีงานโบ๊ทลากูนวีคเอนด์ 
Phuket Boat Lagoon, Phuket Boat Lagoon

PIWC - February 2019 luncheon
February’s venue promises to be a treat. Lunch 
will be held at Taste Yamu (Formerly Breeze 
Restaurant). 224, Moo 7, Tambon Paklok, Am-
phoe Thalang, Phuket. Members 700 baht. Non 
Members 850 baht. Registration will commence 
at 11.30am. For those North of the island, a mini-
van will be leaving from Villa Market in Laguna at 
10.50am sharp.

DJs Meat, Fishmonger @ Baba
We welcome Meat who will bring his signature 
house sounds to Baba Beach Club Phuket. 
Escape to our Music Lovers’ oasis on Natai 
beach for an elevated weekend experience. 
For more information & bookings, contact us: 
+66 76 429 388, phuket@bababeachclub.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BabaBeachClub 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/bababeachclub 
Website: www.bababeachclub.com Sound-
cloud: www.soundcloud.com/baba-beach-club

Food Competition 2019
Don’t’ miss the 3nd Annual Culinary Completion 
@ QSI Phuket on Saturday March 16th from 

SAT 23
FEB

SAT 16
MAR

WED 20
FEB

Sala Wednesday nights: 
Ribs, beats, brews

Devour our succulent pork rib set complete with 
sweet corn chowder, blue cheese salad, moist 
cornbread and finish it off with a bread and but-
ter pudding. DJ Q will keep the soul flowing and 
your toes tapping as you wash down those ten-
der ribs with a bucket of craft brews. Full Rack 
set B1,600, Half Rack set B1,200, bucket of 
craft brews B800. Reservations, SALA Phuket 
Resort and Spa. Email: events@sala phuket.
com or call 076 338 888.

sors. There will be a light buffet sponsored by The 
Speakeasy Yacht Club and special prices on your 
favourite local drinks. Come and join in the fun, eve-
ryone is welcome. There is no entry fee, just drop 
your business card or register at the bar. We hope 
to see you there and if you know anyone you think 
would be interested in coming please invite them 
along. To join our mailing list please send an email 
to growboatingphuket@gmail.com For more info 
www.facebook.com/events/306692660180317/

11:00 – 15:30. Schools from around Phuket 
will compete in two divisions, junior and senior. 
They will compete in creating an original and 
chef replicated dish. These dishes will then be 
judged by our celebrity executive chef judges, 
who will decide this year’s Top Chefs.
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Solutions to last week’s puzzles:

Answers to this week’s Pop Quiz:

1. How old is Grammy award-winning singer and 
actress Cher?

2. Which five countries share borders with Syria?
3. Who was the first Sultan of Egypt?
4. On which side of the road are vehicles driven in 

Greenland?
5. In which year were Thai banknotes first issued?
                                                   Answers below, centre

Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York

1) 72; 2) Iraq, Turkey, Israel, Lebanon and Jordan; 
3); Saladin; 4) Right; 5) 1902

Across
1. Good source of 

protein
5. Nanjing nanny
9. Dishonorable men
13. Like
14. Deprive of self-

esteem
15. Smallest wild cattle 

in the world
16. Fruits
19. Lustrous
20. Is bedridden
21. Recommen dations
22. Goose eggs
24. Tableware
26. Shakespearean 

division
29. Old Russian Council
31. Certain neck
32. Czech or Serb
34. Fruits
38. Japanese rice wine
39. Carnival city
40. Yummy
42. Fruit
46. Financial 

predicament
47. Little squirt
48. Geologic times
50. Barbie’s beau
51. Ornamental 

shoulder piece
55. Broke the limit
57. A million bucks

58. Chocolate cookie
60. On the double
64. Fruits
67. Chronicle
68. Flaps
69. Baedeker of the 

Baedeker travel 
guides

70. Chinese money
71. While starter
72. Not a nice guy

Down
1. Badges
2. Southern veggie
3. Decree
4. Set free
5. Court group
6. Latino rock group
7. Sonar apparatus 

(Brit.)
8. “We had a ___ 

good time!”
9. Reciprocal piece in 

a machine
10. Positive pole
11. Transplant giver
12. Flippant
14. Shelter
17. Camelot 

character
18. Bible book
23. Trite 

sentimentality
25. Sir ___ Teabing 

from “The Da 
Vinci Code”

26. Winnie-the-Pooh’s 
gloomy friend

27. Join hands?
28. Profits
30. Japanese movie 

style
33. Love of fine art 

objects
35. Jim Morrison’s 

band
36. Secluded corner
37. One and only
41. House room
43. Flies alone
44. Say again
45. Sheet-like bodies 

of rock that have 
moved, in geology

49. “Buona ___” 
(Italian greeting)

51. Drain
52. Rice dish
53. Spurious wing
54. A chorus line
56. Flattens
59. Reno calculation
61. 1979 exile
62. Duration
63. City on a fjord
65. They are Blue in 

Vegas
66. Boiling equipment

SUDOKU

0.00025 
percent of the richest Americans 

have more wealth than the 
bottom 150 million, according to 
new research from the University 

of California, Berkeley.

2
 percent of people in the world 

have naturally red hair.

26
minutes is how long the average 

man can last before getting bored 
during a shopping trip with their 
wife or girlfriend, according to a 

UK study.

30,000
dollars a year is the average 

annual salary of a ‘water slide 
tester’ in the US. 

1.1 
million
is how many mosquitoes would 
be needed, in a swarm sucking 

at the same time, to drain all the 
blood from an adult human.

Source: Uberfacts

GOT YOUR 
NUMBER

Hard

ISLAND VIEW

This week in history
Feb 15, 1992
Serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer, who 
raped, murdered and dismembered 
17 men and boys from 1978 to 1991, 
is sentenced to life in prison..

Feb 16, 1959
Fidel Castro becomes Premier of 
Cuba after dictator Fulgencio Ba-
tista was overthrown on January 1.

Feb 17, 1863
A group of citizens of Geneva 
founded an International Com-

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket? Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

Hua Beach, south of Kamala. Photo: Meelis Tomson / bloggers@marimell.eu

mittee for Relief to the Wounded, 
which later became known as the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

Feb 18, 2001
WikiLeaks publishes the first of 
hundreds of thousands of classified 
documents disclosed by the soldier 
now known as Chelsea Manning.

Feb 19, 1674
England and the Netherlands sign 
the Treaty of Westminster, ending 

the Third Anglo-Dutch War. A 
provision of the agreement transfers 
the Dutch colony of New Amster-

dam to England, and it is renamed 
New York.

Feb 20, 1998
American figure skater Tara Li-
pinski becomes the youngest gold-
medalist, age 15, at the 1998 Winter 
Olympics in Nagano, Japan. 

Feb 21, 1804
The first self-propelling steam 
locomotive makes its outing at the 
Pen-y-Darren Ironworks in Wales..

Source: Wikipedia

Jeffrey Dahmer, 1991.
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Thai Yoga Instructor
Position available now - Full Time Position - 24 Yoga Classes 
per month. Wellness Skills - Certificated to teach various 
Yoga Styles. Additional Health Skills i.e. Aerial Yoga, Acro 
Yoga, etc. - Assist with Yoga Class inquires and Retreat 
health consultations. English Speaking - Thai National only 
25,000 to 30,000. Kenneth Miller 0866041333. www.cc-
shideaway.com/wellness.htm

International Sales 
Support

APR is an international company 
dealing with customers in Asia and Australia, as well as 
decorative surface suppliers from Europe. Asia Pacific 
Representatives Ltd. are looking for: Support staff for 
our sales team Age: 20-35 years Thai National Excellent 
English language skills required Knowledge of Microsoft 
office Comprehensive understanding of Microsoft Excel 
Office location: Phuket – Chalong Tasks will include: 
- Project tracking and follow up - Communication with 
international suppliers and customers - Understanding 
of our products and services Please submit your resume 
and recent photo jobs@apr-pfleiderer.com

Art House 
Real Estate 
company

Looking for Thai Mar-
keting manager at the 
property booth, Pa-
tong Area, for more 
detail please contact: 
info@arthouse.asia

Personal Assistant
For retired UK/CAD businessman in high end resort. 
Good English, some driving, shopping etc. Part Time OK. 
Brian 089 054 4354.

The View Kata - Wanted
Interested Buyer looking for Foreign Freehold Units at 
The View Kata Phuket. If you are an owner or have any 
available units, please contact: +66872699206 or email 
mick11468@gmail.com

URGENT
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

 ADVERTISING SERVICES CLEANING SERVICES

MARINE SERVICES MARINE SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

MARINE SERVICES

MARINE SERVICESHOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT
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ADVERTISE HERE

PERSONAL SERVICESOTHER

TRAININGPROPERTY SERVICES

MARINE SERVICES
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BUSINESS FOR SALE 

BOATS, YACHTS FOR SALE CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE    

CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE    

PERSONAL SERVICES    

PROPERTY WANTED  

FINANCIAL, LEGAL  

2012 Ford Ranger 2.2 Open Cab
78,000km. Six-gear manual transmission. Looks 
and feels like a new car, treated like a baby by its 
single owner. Engine clean as. Full set of new tyres. 
B500,000. Call 081 427 5168.

URGENT SALE

Mitsubishi 2.0 GT 
Mivec Auto

Excellent Condition. Modifications on the car - Dual 
stainless steel exhaust, Bonnet, front & rear bumper, 
side skirts are Evo X Upgrade, Tinted windows and 

Upgraded alloy wheels. THB 470,000. Call Lek 0991677378.

Business Services
Providing International Clients with Complete Debt Recovery Solutions 
in the Phuket. Pablo, Umbrellacorp144@gmail.com, +66952688880 and 
+35799989736 (WhatsApp)

 The Heights Phuket - Freehold
Interested Buyers looking for Foreign Freehold Units at the Height Phuket, if 
you are an owner or have any available units, please contact: +66872699206 
or email mick11468@gmail.com

Subaru XV
Cross trek bought new 2013. Well maintained, glass coat-
ing, rust proofing, new tires, single owner. Must see! Nicha 
Residence, 0892873128.

Toyota GT 2013 - FT86
Immaculate condition, QUICK SELL REDUCED PRICE 
includes over 1M baht in options; GT Brembo brakes, 
Adjustable suspension, performance exhaust. Pioneer 
AVH-X8850BT with Audison sound system. ADV7.1SL. 1 

Piece forged rims. B1.5M OBO, Dan Miles, danmilesmedia@gmail.com, 065 
621 5541, Thai 091 165 9332

Golden Business 
Opportunity

Brand new two story massage shop for sale with high end fur-
niture. 10 Beds, 6 chairs and nail Salon. Great opportunity for 
high season. B900,000 ono, Lek, Soi Post Office, Patong Beach 
Road, sweet_lek55@hotmail.com, 099 362 7979

URGENT SALE

Ducati Multistrada 2012
2012 Model Multistrada. Perfect condition. Only 23,000 kms. 
Faithfully maintained. Have panniers and 15 liter tank bag. 
Steve, ducphuket@gmail.com, 081-734-8309.

MOTORBIKES FOR SALE   

FOR SALE AIR BERTH M320
250,000THB incl VAT. For boat up to 32 feet / 
9.5 metres. Contact: Asia Yacht Agency Co., Ltd. 
Contact@AsiaYachtAgency.com, 081-894 -3234 
(French/English), 086-269-0808 (Thai/English).

Sunreef 60 Loft, year 2016, 
185,000 baht day charter

All prices are for up to 6 people, include: - land 
transfers, lunch, soft drinks, water, tea/coffee and 
selected beverages, fruits and services of a captain 

and a stewardess. Charters start at 9 am, finish at 5 pm. Hours can be adjusted. 
Pavel, fortuna-2009@bk.ru, +7 984 188-62-89. Pavel (WhatsApp) +7 914 790-
73-78 Pavel (WhatsApp) +66 83-475-7351 Pavel + +35799989736 (WhatsApp)

Car For Sale
Ford Fiesta 2012 For sale English 095 420 9662 
Thai 082 629 1419 Janthisa Jaikwang, 199/14 หม ู ่ 
5 ตำ�บลศร สีนุทร อำ�เภอถล�ง จงัหวดัภ เูกต็, B 250,000 info@
lifestyleinthailand.com, 0826291419

Car for sale
Chevrolet Trailblazer LTZ 2.8 CC. 4X4 For sale English 
095 420 9662 Thai 082 629 1419 janthisa jaikwang, 
199/14 หม ู ่ 5 ตำ�บลศร สีนุทร อำ�เภอถล�ง จงัหวดัภ เูกต็, info@
lifestyleinthailand.com, B 725,000

Sale - Koh Kaew, 2-Bed Condo
2-Bedroom Royal Phuket Marina Condo. Must be 
seen to be believed. So much space! 195m2 Stylish, 
Tastefully-Decorated Condominium Fully Furnished 
Overlooking Yacht Marina an absolute bargain @ 
13.5 Million Baht, Christine, 0948411918

1 Bedroom Condo Kata Sale
Lovely condo at Utopia Kata for Sale. Completed in 2017 
and close to Kata Beach. Fully furnished. Close to res-
taurants and amenities. Great views. Rental programme. 
Full facilities. Dimtry, 082 030 7199. B7,100,000

1 Bed Condo in Kamala
MontAzure Twinpalms Residence-Great condo 
located in Kamala. The ultimate in luxury. Has 
got to be seen to be believed. Fantatsic facili-
ties in this resort condo. B15,800,000, Tina, 
0872699206.

2 Bed Condo Bangtao 
Phuket

Mandala Condominium - Wonderful spacious 
condo. Great location near Bangtao beach and 
Laguna. 184sqm with private pool and tropical 
gardens. B15,900,000, Andy, 083 800 1888

Mai Khao 1 Bed Condo Sale
Mai Khao Beach Condo-Great condo. 5mins from Splash 
Jungle Water Park. Wonderful location and is a must 
see. B5,300,000, Christine, 0948411918.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PASAK LAND 3.9MB 510 
sq.m. Chanote

Private location in prestige area. Outstanding 
Value. Call owner (Alan): 084 0657590.

PASAK LAND 
3.9MB 510 sq.m. 

Chanote

Loan money for bail
Pablo, pablolawyer@gmail.com, Whats up +79841886289 Whats up 
+79147907378

URGENT SALE
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RPM by owner
A Unique luxury condo 2 bed, 2 bath, 
155sqm. Foreign FREEHOLD. Archi-
tect remodel in tropical white. Jacuzzi. 
All round beautiful views. Completely 
furnished to a high standard. Very 
motivated owner leaving Thailand. 
Available to agents. Priced at 16MB 

or offers. Contact Brian (Owner) 089 054 4354, 076 360 943. bggvirgo@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY

Unique Investment 
Opportunity

Unique investment opportunity not 
to be missed: 5 pool villas, big land, 
large entertaiment areas, parking 
garages and private gates. More 
info www.thegardenkptphuket.com 
www.thegardenkptphuket.com

Villa Mission Heights 
Big Pool

3bed, 3 1/2 bath, 330sqm living, 900 
sqm land, very quite aera, 2 km mis-
sion hill golf, 6km UWC, 8 km airport. 
owner finance. 0870608400 engl/ger-
man 12.9MB, picharly@gmail.com

Dream Village 
Phuket house

2bed 2bath 295sqm land 100sqm 
living + veranda, compl. reno-
vated: new water, electric., tiles, 
paint in/out, windows, 3A/C, built 
in kitchen. 0870608400 English/
German. Email: picharly@gmail.
com, B4.9mill.

Villa in Patong prime 
location

One of the last Villas available in Patong. 
in top condition. 24 hour security. 3 bed, 
3 bath, 160sqm living. Fully furnished, 
garden. Ms. Manatchanok, 0800409411

House for sale
Detach single story home, 1 Rai of land, 4 
bedrooms 5 bathrooms, 2 kitchens 1 living 
room, 2 cars parking space with garden and 
swimming pool. Sunny, 25/11 Soi Salika, Moo 
2, Viset Road. 082 377 5555.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR 
SALE

PROPERTY FOR SALE

URGENT SALE

PROPERTY FOR SALE

5-Bed Pool Villa 
1.2 Rai Rawai

Villa with 4 beds, open-plan living 
area, western kitchen. Separate 
1-bed guest suite. Separate workshop 
and laundry. Pool 11mx5m, large 
private garden, residential area. 
www.thaivillaonline.com Price - 
B15,750,000. 0844477247.

House for Sale 
or Rent, Rawai
Cape Lam Promthep, 
Rawai - Nature area, be-
side sea. Swimming. Very 
quiet, just live and enjoy 
your life. If you want to 
make money perfect for 
building Rental Homes 
or Healing or Mediation 
center - Chanote land 
is not the way to go. We 
can’t own anything here 
with Thai wife unless stay 

together a long time and can take everything so best to Rent Land and 
have contract with a Thai. - All houses this area some WORTH MILLIONS 
OF EUROS ARE ON, “ LAND RENTED FROM GOVERNMENT,” FOR 
APPROXIMATELY 1000 BAHT A YEAR FOR AS LONG AS YOU WANT. 
“You can Sell your Right to Occupy to others,” – this is LEGAL - Same 
as Crown Land in Canada, New Zealand, Australia and America, but still 
hasn’t stopped people from building expensive homes and title can be up 
graded with time - 12 million baht sale or 30,000 baht rent (one year rent 
in advance) - Almost 3 rai BESIDE THE SEA ( Zoned Yellow) CAN BUILD 
MULTIPLE HOMES, Healing or Meditation Center - TWO HOUSES, One 
large house 2 bedrooms and 2 bath, 2 decks, One Small House 1 bedroom 
and 1 bath 1 deck 12million or 30,000 month Andy, capt_canada42@yahoo.
com, 091 823 2271.

URGENT SALE

URGENT SALE

Penthouse for sale
432.44 Sqm.Penthouse for sale: 
320 Degree view of Patong bay 
and city. Private pool. 22nd floor 
(top floor) at Andaman Beach 
Condominium, Patong, Phuket, 
Thailand. Condo Facilities. see 
beachsuites.com/gallery. No 
broker please. 60 Million Baht 

O.N.O., Songpan, songpanpirom@hotmail.com, 081 737 8662.

Villa for sale
Important VILLA with 5 bed-
rooms and 5 bathrooms. Gar-
den 1,300 square meters, 16x4 
pool. Fully furnished Mediterra-
nean style. Private negotiation. 
Owner, Loch Palm Golf Kathu, 
Phuket, 080 603 4079 English 
and Thai

1 Bed Condo for Sale 
in Rawai

The Title Rawai, Phuket This beachfront 1 
Bedroom condominium is located in one of the 
premier developments on Rawai Beach. Also, 
the beauty, luxury, and durability of this condo 
is immediately apparently from its genuine teak 
wooden flooring. Designed with absolute care 

and attention to detail! Also, only the highest quality materials have been selected 
throughout, and every square metre of useful space is utilised to the fullest. 
Furthermore, the large common area has 3 swimming pools. Also, there are 2 
saunas, and a fitness room. Moreover, it is surrounded by tropical jungle. Also, 
within walking distance of shops, bars, and international and Thai restaurants. 
However, you are nevertheless ensured of complete peace and tranquility. This 
development was completed in April, 2014, and is available for sale on a leasehold 
basis. ADDITIONAL UNITS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CONTACT FOR DETAILS. 
Christine, phuket@thairesidential.com, 0948411918

1 Bed Condoin Kamala
Great 1 Bed Condo just 200m fromKa-
mala Beach. Comes with pool and on- 
site restaurant. Fantastic location and 
not to be missed. Fully furnished with 
appliances. Homestay or investment. 
B5,417,000. Call Andy. 083 800 1888

Mueang Phuket 
1 Bed Condo

Wonderful 1 Bedroom Condo near 
Central Festival area. Just 10 min-
utes to Panwa Beach. A must see!!! 
Fully furnished and conveniently 
located. Amenities close by as well 
as tourist attractions. Full condo 
facilities. B2,500,000, Christine,  
094 841 1918.

Karon 1 Bed Condo  
for Sale

Karon Butterfly hillside condo for sale 
just 800m from beach. Amenities close 
by. Fully furnished and condo facilities. 
Great investment in great area of Phuket. 
Shuttle Bus to Beach and Rental Pro-
gram. A must see!!!! B4,300,000, Dmitry, 
082 030 7199.

URGENT SALE

URGENT SALE

URGENT SALE

2-Bed Furnished 
Kathu House for Rent

2bd/2bth furnished house for rent in 
Kathu near Loch Palm Golf Course. 
See link for more photos and details. 
www.kathuhouseforrent.com B13,500, 
May or Wes, wes@pillarmarketing.
com, 0899733276

Rawai 1 Bed Seaview Condo 
for Sale

Fantastic seaviews. Fully furnished. Condo facilities 
including pool and gym. Close to amenities. This 
58sqm condo at Babylon Sky Garden is a great buy. 

B3,600,000, Andy, phuket@thairesidential.com, 083 800 1888.

1 Bed Condo Sale Rawai
Saturdays Residence beautiful condo in Rawai. Taste-
fully decorated with class. Short drive to beach. All 
condo amenities. Looks so good that you do need to see 
to believe. You will fall in love at first sight. B6,300,000, 
Dimitry, phuket@thairesidential.com, 082 030 7199

White sand beach
29 Rai with breathtaking views and 128 
meter of white sand beach frontage on Koh 
Yao Yai, just 20 minutes from Phuket away, 
secure Chanote tittle, public concrete road, 
water, electricity and ready to build for sale 
direct from owner for only 5.5 mln per Rai. 
Montha, montha_phuket@yahoo.com, 095 
0147888.
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Gemma Ashworth

FOOTBALL PREVIOUS 
RESULTS

U9/U11 U13/U15

Home Away Home Away

26th Jan
PSG 4 2 RM BM 4 4 MC
BM 2 1 MC PSG 2 1 RM

2nd Feb
PSG 2 1 RM PSG 3 1 BM
RM 5 0 MC RM 2 1 MC

9th Feb
PSG 4 2 MC RM 3 7 PSG
BM 5 1 RM BM 2 0 MC

UNDER 9/11 - STANDINGS
Possition Club Won Lost Draw Goals For Goals Against Goal Difference Points

1 Paris Saint Germain (PSG) 3 0 0 10 5 +5 9

2 Bayern Munich (BM) 2 1 0 8 4 +4 3

3 Real Madrid (RM) 1 2 0 9 8 +1 4

4 Manchester City (MC) 0 3 0 2 10 -8 1

UNDER 13/15 - STANDINGS
Possition Club Won Lost Draw Goals For Goals Against Goal Difference Points

1 Paris Saint Germain (PSG) 3 0 0 12 5 +7 9

2 Real Madrid (RM) 1 2 0 6 10 -4 3

3 Bayern Munich (BM) 1 1 1 5 7 -2 4

4 Manchester City (MC) 0 2 1 5 8 -3 1

PSG dominate local league
Cruzeiro Champions League: PSG go into semis as firm favourites

On Saturday, Janu-
ary 26, the Cruzeiro 
Football 7-a-side 

Champions League began at 
British International School. 
Over 60 children, aged 8 to 15, 
have been taking part over the 
past few weekends, playing 
alongside friends and new 
teammates from across Phuket.

Children aged under 9 
and under 11 were mixed 
and spread evenly across 
four teams, with the same 
occurring in the under 13 and 
under 15 age groups. The four 
Champions League teams in-
volved four major clubs from 
Europe; Bayern Munich, Real 
Madrid, Paris Saint Germain 
and Manchester City.

Seven-a-side soccer is 
played on a smaller grass 
pitch, allowing each player 
on the team to have a lot of 
chances on the ball. The game 
is fast-paced with countless 
opportunities to attack the 
goal. This also gives the op-
portunity for defenders to 
practice reacting to the speed 

of the opposition and improve 
their defensive skills. 

The league promotes inclu-
sivity across teams, bringing 
together players with different 
abilities, ages and backgrounds 
from international schools 
across Phuket. The league 
focuses on personal develop-
ment, physically, mentally and 
socially, allowing players to 
interact with others, whilst 
improving their own game.

Leo Medeiros, one of the 
talented Brazilian coaches 
at Cruzeiro Soccer Schools 

said “We are very happy to 
spread our football culture in 
the community. Also, to bring 
together kids from different 
environments and schools, 
helping them grow not just 
as athletes but also as human 
beings.”

The league will recom-
mence on March 3 when the 
semi-finals will take place.

In the U9/11 competition, 
Paris Saint Germain (1st) will 
play Manchester City (4th), 
and Bayern Munich (2nd) 
will play Real Madrid (3rd). 

In the U11/15 competition, 
Paris Saint Germain will 
play Manchester City, whilst 
Real Madrid take on Bayern 
Munich. The winners of each 
game will progress to the final, 
with a 3rd and 4th play-off to 
decide the final standings.

Medeiros added, “We hope 
that all those who have been 

involved in the Champions 
League have thoroughly en-
joyed participating so far. 
Registration is now closed 
for this league, yet we hope 
that more players will join us 
for the next league in April, 
to further develop their skills 
and have fun playing football. 
More information regarding 

the league will be provided 
soon.

For more information about 
the Cruzeiro Soccer Schools 
Champions League, or for any-
one interested in training at 
Cruzeiro Soccer Schools, con-
tact cruzeirosoccerschools@
gmail.com

Photo: Liza Chuang 
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Jeroen Tak

POOL RPL STANDINGS WEEK 10
TWELFTH WEEK PPL 2018 -19

Kwan’s Birdie Club 85

Caddy Shack 77

Genius 72

Kiki Sports 72

Ting Tong 65

Martin Swiss 63

Natalie 63

Genius 62

Happy End 59

Simon Oil 54

Red Light 53

Champs 40

A stroke of Genius in Patong
Patong Pool League: Genius Bar draw level with Kiki

The 12th round of the 
Patong Pool League 
(PPL) sponsored by 

Thailand Pool Tables and Ge-
nius 2 Garden and Restaurant 
was played Thursday, Feb 7.

Kiki Sports Bar played 
away against Genius. Top 
player from Holland Wil-
liam was back but the two 
Thai players Jack and Mac 
were missing. Wan, Poy, Rat 
and Li all playing for Genius 
were winning their singles and 
doubles games. It looked to be 
a very difficult night for Kiki 
Sports Bar who has been doing 
pretty well in the league so far. 
The beer leg was a three-setter 
and also won by Genius, who 
took a very comfortable 9-3 
victory.

Champs bar played at home 
against Martin Swiss. Simon 
and Mad Mick playing for 
Champs bar won their singles 
and doubles games, but so 
did Kid and Martin playing 
for Martin Swiss. It was not 
a good evening for Martin 
Swiss as three of their players 

potted the black ball in the 
wrong pocket. The beer leg 
was a three-setter and won by 
Martin Swiss, but the overall 
result was a 6-6 draw.

Red Light played away 
against Kwan’s Birdie Club 
in Kathu. Monday (Feb 4) was 
Kwan’s birthday and fat-boy 
Colin managed to break the 
floor. We think Kwan rather 
had preferred chocolate or 

something else. So repairs had 
to be made in time to make it 
possible to play the match on 
Thursday. Colin redeemed 
himself by winning his singles 
and doubles games and so did 
the other Kwan’s Birdie players 
Goh, Se and Mike. The beer leg 
was a three-setter and also won 
by Kwan’s Birdie Team, who 
won with a 10-2 result, further 
strengthening their position at 

the top of the league.
Simon and Oil played at 

home against Caddy Shack. 
Luke playing for Simon and 
Oil finally retuned to form and 
won his singles and doubles 
games. However, Lee, Shaun, 
Don and Trevor aka “Young 
Man”, all playing for Caddy 
Shack, also won their singles 
and doubles games. The beer 
leg was a three-setter and won 

by Simon and Oil, but Caddy 
Shack won the evening 7-5.

Happy End played away 
against Ting Tong bar.

Ting Tong started strongly, 
winning five of the six singles 
games. However, Happy End 
came back in the doubles and 
was able to win the beer leg 
in three sets. All games were 
pretty close and exciting for 
the visitors to watch. The final 

result was a marginal 6-5 vic-
tory for Ting Tong.

The 13th round of the Patong 
Pool League will be played 
on Thursday Feb 14. People 
interested in playing as well 
as visitors are all welcome to 
attend at one of the 11 par-
ticipating bars. For details, 
visit the Patong Friendly Pool 
League Facebook page.

Nick has been playing for Ting Tong for many 
years. He is also a keen golfer and that makes 
him even harder to beat on the pool table.
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Kieran Canning

PREMIER PREDICTIONS: ENTER NOW AT THEPHUKETNEWS.COM
MONTHLY SPONSORMAIN SPONSOR

MONTHLY STANDINGS

The overall competition winner will receive a 3 day/2 night stay in a two-bedroom 
private pool villa including daily breakfast plus a 90-minute spa treatment 
for two persons at Baba Beach Club Phuket. Total prize value: B130,000
The monthly competition winner for February 2019 will receive a B3,000 
voucher to spend at any one of the island’s Two Chefs outlets.

EPL PREDICTIONS

1. SirBR 14
2. adamrosindale 13 
3. diggersd 13
4.  lufc 13
5. stafsulaiman 13

1. giggs 155
2. fazza 153
3. Griffsbar 151 
4. Smiley Bar 151 
5. Fitz 148 

OVERALL STANDINGS

Live Sports TV Schedule
*Times may be subject to change

Ramsey moves to Juve
for B16.13mn a week

Aaron Ramsey has 
joined European foot-
ball’s monied elite 

after agreeing a lucrative 
move to Juventus, but doubts 
remain about the Arsenal 
midfielder’s ability to justify 
his jaw-dropping salary.

Reports in Britain claim 
Ramsey’s four-year deal will 
pay him a basic salary of  
£400,000 (B16.13 million) per 
week once he officially joins 
Juventus in the close-season.

While some in the Ital-
ian media have questioned 
whether the contract is really 
that high, there can be no 
doubt the Wales star is now 
among the best paid players 
in the world.

The staggering salary 
was available to Ramsey 
because his Arsenal deal 
was due to expire at the end 
of this season, making him 
eligible to sign a pre-contract 
with any overseas team after 
January 1 under the terms 
of the ‘Bosman ruling’ that 
provides the guidelines for 
free agent transfers.

The 28-year-old is a qual-
ity player but few would rank 
him alongside soon-to-be 
Juventus team-mate Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Lionel Messi and 
Neymar, all global icons 
whose pay packets are now 
joined by Ramsey as among 
the biggest in the sport.

Juventus’s willingness to 
splash the cash on Ramsey has 
surprised many but, because 
the Italian club didn’t need to 
give Arsenal a transfer fee, 
they see the deal as good 
business.

Juventus sporting director 
Fabio Paratici told Gazzetta 

dello Sport that Ramsey can 
finally unlock his full poten-
tial in Turin.

“Ramsey is a player who 
in my opinion has never found 
his position, because he has 
never played in a three (in 
midfield), which is his role, 
as he is capable of running 
from deep,” he said.

Ramsey has provided six 
assists in the Premier League 
this season – more than any 
Juventus midfielder – and 
John Toshack, who gave 
Ramsey his Wales debut, 
believes his former player 
is versatile enough to cope 
in Serie A.

“He might do better in a 
three-man midfield, where 
he has the possibility to push 
forward. In modern football 
you do need to be versatile 
and he is a modern player,” 
Toshack said.

Arsenal had been pre-
pared to offer Ramsey an 
improved long-term contract 
themselves, but that deal was 
suddenly taken off the table 
following the arrival of new 
manager Unai Emery in the 
close-season.

“We thought we were in a 
position where we had agreed 
a deal but that’s no longer the 
case,” Ramsey said in October.

While Ramsey is a fan 
favourite for his whole-hearted 
play and knack of scoring 
crucial goals, he has been 
reduced to bit-part status 
under Emery.

Ramsey has made only 
nine Premier League starts for 
Arsenal this term, featuring 
13 times as a substitute.

Even in his truncated time 
on the pitch, Ramsey has 
given glimpses of the talent 
Juventus have paid so richly 
to acquire.

His stand-out moment 
came in a rout of Fulham 
when he helped instigate a 
flowing move that ended with 
his audacious back-heeled 
finish for one of the goals of 
the season to date.

This roller-coaster cam-
paign has been the perfect 
encapsulation of Ramsey’s 
11-year Arsenal career.  Signed 
from Cardiff in 2008 as a pre-
cocious 17-year-old who had 
already become the second 
youngest player to appear in 

the FA Cup final, Ramsey was 
heralded as the centre-piece 
to a new era for then Gunners 
boss Arsene Wenger.

Ramsey initially looked 
capable of living up to that 
billing, but a horrific broken 
leg suffered in a challenge 
from Stoke defender Ryan 
Shawcross in 2010 took a 
heavy toll.

It was three years before 
Ramsey was mentally and 
physically recovered.

His gruelling rehabilitation 
was rewarded when he scored 
the winning goal in the 2014 
and 2017 FA Cup finals and 
was voted Arsenal’s Player of 
the Year last season.

Now Ramsey is preparing 
to follow in the footsteps of 
fellow Welshmen John Charles 
and Ian Rush, who also made 
headline-grabbing moves to 
Juventus.

Charles is still revered 
as a Juventus legend, while 
Rush is a footnote after one 
forgettable season. 

AFP

Arsenal’s Aaron Ramsey has cashed in on his free-agent 
status in a lucrative deal with Juventus. Photo: AFP

SPORT START STOP EVENT TEAMS / INFO
Friday 15th Feb

Rugby Union 13:35 15:35 Super XV Chiefs v. Highlanders
15:45 17:45 Super XV Brumbies v. Rebels

Rugby League 16:00 18:00 NRL Aus v. NZ All Stars
Cricket 14:50 23:00 Test Match 1 - Durban South Africa v. Sri Lanka,  Day 3

Saturday 16th Feb
Rugby Union 13:35 15:35 Super XV Blues v. Crusaders

15:45 17:45 Super XV Waratahs v. Hurricanes
17:55 19:55 Super XV Sunwolves v. Sharks
22:15 00:10 Super XV Bulls v. Stormers

Rugby Union 20:40 22:30 Top 14 Clermont v. Bordeaux
Soccer 17:00 19:00 FA Cup  -  5th Round QPR v. Watford   (Repeat)

19:30 21:30 FA Cup  -  5th Round Brighton v. Derby
22:00 00:00 FA Cup  -  5th Round Wimbledon v. Millwall
00:30 02:30 FA Cup  -  5th Round Newport v. Man City

Cricket 14:50 23:00 Test Match 1 - Durban South Africa v. Sri Lanka,  Day 4
Sunday 17th Feb

Soccer 20:00 22:00 FA Cup  -  5th Round Bristol v. Wolverhampton
23:00 01:00 FA Cup  -  5th Round Doncaster v. Crystal Palace
23:00 01:00 FA Cup  -  5th Round Swansea v. Brentford

Cricket 14:50 23:00 Test Match 1 - Durban South Africa v. Sri Lanka,  Day 5
Cricket 15:00 18:30 BBL Final tbc
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THAI BOXING GIANTS ARE 
set to grace the shores of Phuket 
as Thai Fight celebrates its 10th 
anniversary on the island.

Next Saturday (Feb 23) La-
guna Phuket will host an evening 
of world-class fighting between 

some of the world’s best Thai and 
international Muay Thai fighters.

The official press conference 
for the event was held on Tuesday 
(Feb 12) at XANA Beach Club and 
was attended by Phuket Governor 
Phakaphong Tavipatana and multi-
time world champion superstar 
fighter Saenchai, who will be 
fighting on the night.

Gates open at 4pm and the event 
will be broadcast live on national 
television (channels 3, 33, 28 and 
LINE TV).

There will be eight world-class 
fights on the night, with fighters 
wearing only wraps without gloves 
– a practice reminiscent of the 
traditional Muay Boran (ancient 
boxing).    Poria Mermand

Gov Phakaphong (top, 4th from left) and Saenchai (bottom, 2nd from 
left) at the press conference on Tuesday (Feb 12).

Phuket hosts Muay Thai Greats
MUAY THAI

One more repetition, one 
more training session, 
one more round.

It is a mantra that fuels 
the engine of professional 
fighter Emilio Urrutia (11-6), 
a long-time Phuket resident 
and stalwart in the island’s 
burgeoning fight scene. 

“The Honeybadger” steps 
into the ONE Championship 
ring on Saturday, February 
16 at the Impact Arena in 
Bangkok, where he will be 
taking on Japan’s Yoshiki 
Nakahara (11-4) in a mixed 
martial arts bout.

“I don’t know how, I don’t 
know when, all I know is that 
I’m going to win and have 
my hands up in the sky from 
the moment we get off the 
plane to the minute I walk 

out the cage. I’m showing 
up a winner and leaving a 
winner. That’s the only thing 
I know is a fact,” he says to 
The Phuket News.

Ever since moving to 
Phuket to become part of the 
Chalong-based Tiger Muay 
Thai & MMA fight team in 
the summer of 2013, Urrutia 
has not stopped fighting. This 
is where his career began, 
competing in promotions 
across Asia while training 
with high-level athletes who 
also call Phuket home. 

“[Phuket] is basically a 
university for martial arts. 
I can literally go to class 
every single day, go to any 
different type of martial arts 
class, and learn every day 
from top coaches. On top of 
that, we always have people 
from different places con-
stantly coming, so I’m always 
learning about new styles, 
new ways to do things, dif-

ferent routes, etc. It is what 
has really helped me make 
those big gains in between 
training that, for sure, oth-
ers don’t have the luxury of 
getting,” he says.

Urrutia’s high-level prepa-

ration is evident, especially 
when he first joined ONE 
Championship – by far the 
biggest fight promotion in 
Asia. He won his first two 
fights with the promotion 
back-to-back, including 

a spectacular f irst round 
knockout win last year over 
Brazilian grappling world 
champion, Bruno Pucci.

His next two bouts left 
more to be desired.

Now entering his February 
16 bout on a two-fight losing 
streak, Urrutia is looking 
to put the past behind him, 
although he has been here 
before. He lost back-to-back 
fights in 2015 and again in 
2016, only to bounce back 
with three and four-fight win 
streaks, respectively.

Having fought across Asia 
in his last four fights, Ur-
rutia will finally fight in his 
adopted country of Thailand 
for the first time in ONE 
Championship, a place where 
his career began and where 
he will share the card with 
his friends and teammates 
Shannon ‘Oneshin’ Wiratchai 
and Rika ‘Tiny Doll’ Ishige. 

“I have fought in Bangkok 

Phuket’s Emilio 
Urrutia prepares for 
a big test at Asia’s 
top fight promotion
‘The Honey Badger’ throws a left on his way to a 1st round KO of 
world champion grappler Bruno Pucci. Photo: ONE Championship

three times before, and I have 
never lost here,” Urrutia says. 
“We will have the crowd on 
our side and our entire Tiger 
Muay Thai family out to 
support us.”

The preparation remains 
the same as it always has, 
he says. “Work hard, show 
up to practice and work on 
everything together as a 
combined unit.”

Urrutia is finally able to 
compete in front of friends 
and family in Bangkok and 
has been adding more striking 
to his arsenal for the occasion.

“I have been working a lot 
on Muay Thai, particularly 
clinching for this fight,” he 
says. “I’ve got to represent 
for the land of smiles, for the 
people in Bangkok.”

And now it comes down to 
stepping into the bright lights 
of Asia’s fight capital with 
Urrutia looking for another 
win in Bangkok.

Emilio Urrutia trains at Chalong-based Tiger Muay Thai & 
Mixed Martial Arts. Photo: Hip Santayom

HONEY 
BADGER
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