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Photo Happy Ours Charter Phuket

Eakkapop Thongtub
editor@classactmedia.co.th

arine experts from the
Department of Coastal
Marine Resources (DMCR)

this week launched a three-day search
for an albino Omura’s whale in the
waters south of Phuket following
what may have been the first such
sighting on record.

Officers led by DMCR REgion
5 Chief Wissanu Chaengjai used a
catamaran marine survey vessel and
a drone to scour the waters between
the southern reaches of Phang Nga
Bay Marine National Park to south
of Phuket, starting their search last
Sunday (Jan 5).

As of Monday, the search had
found one normal-coloured Omura’s
whale north of Koh Racha Noi, the

DMCR confirmed. The whale was
about nine metres long and was swim-
ming quite quickly, as if it were ‘lunge
feeding’, the DMCR officers noted.

Joining the search team was Dr
Kongkiat Kittiwattanawong, DMCR
Specialist in Research on Resources
and Environment in Marine and
Coastal Ecosystems and former direc-
tor of the Phuket Marine Biological
Center (PMBC).

Dr Kongkiat explained that the
search for Omura’s whales, initially
reported as seen off Phi Phi Island on
Jan 1, was especially important as very
little is known about Omura’s whales
and that one being albino would be
an exceptional rarity.

The search began after Christine
Rehm and Frank Klose, owners of
S/Y Micromégas 11, reported sighting
two Omura’s whales near Hin Bida,
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near the Phi Phi Islands about 3pm
last Friday (Jan 5).

Both whales appeared to be white
in the water, reported Christine and
Frank.

The search also follows two con-
firmed sightings of Omura’s whales
on Jan 1. The first sighting on Jan 1
was by officers from the Mu Ko Surin
National Park, who photographed
the rare marine animal near the
archipelago.

The second confirmed sighting of
Omua’s whales on Jan 1 was near Koh
Hei, just a few kilometres southeast
of Phuket. That sighting was by lo-
cal boat tour operation Happy Ours
Phuket, with two whales spotted: one
appearing to be all white, the other
the more normal grey colour.

The Jan 1 sighting near Phuket
was confirmed through video footage
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of the whale swimming and surfac-
ing. The confirmation came by clear
identification of the ridges on its head,
Assoc Prof Thon Thamrongnawa-
sawat, a renowned marine biologist
and lecturer at Kasetsart University,
reported last Saturday (Jan 6).

Omura’s whales had previously
been mistaken for Bryde’s whales as
both species look similar. Scientists
now know that Omura’s whales are
not related to Bryde’s whales at all.

The dorsal fin of the Omura’s
whale is similar to that of a Bryde’s
whale, but is more curved and located
more towards the tail. Also the head
of an Omura’s whale has one convex
ridge. Bryde’s whales, also called
Bruda whales, have three.

Khun Koi, of the Happy Ours
Charter Team, explained that the pair
of whales were spotted about nine...

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EDEN BY THE LAKE

THE FINEST METROPOLITAN
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
IN BOAT AVENUE, PHUKET

B @thephuketnews

OPEN D

Your Island —Your Paper

CWS

Since 2011 / Volume XIV / No. 2 20 Baht

ILY 1 PM

International School, Phuket

bisphuket.ac.th

NEWS

Speedboat
crash kills
Russian girl, 5

PAGE 3

LIFE

Green Thoughts:
Time to spice
up your garden

PAGE 8

SPORT ract 16

Looking ahead
to a busy world
of sports in 2024

12 AM

NEYTHELAKE
O INFOREDENGRILLPHUKET.COM

LIVE@s95~ NEWSSTV




| 2 [PHUKETNEWS |

PHUKET NEWS

Phitket GNews

THEPHUKETNEWS.COM IR FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2024

execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

steals bus,
crashes > p5

Continued from page 1

..kilometres south of Coral
Island (Koh Hei) at about 4pm
on Jan 1. The DMCR was
informed of the coordinates
of the sighting.

“We found two whales that
are thought to be the same type
of whale swimming together.
One was beautiful white.
The other one is a normal
colour. Our family... named
the white whale ‘Thalang’ and
the normal-coloured whale
‘Bukit’,” Khun Koi reported.

Khun Koi speculated that
eco-marine tourism sector
would “explode” if the whales
remained in the area, espe-
cially the albino.

Dr Thon noted that finding
an albino Omura’s whale as
“double rare”. The probability
of sighting an albino Omura
was about “one in 10 million”,
he said.

Dr Thon joined the team
searching the waters south of
Phuket. “The discovery of an
albino whale has led to a major
survey of rare marine animals

since the beginning of the year.
The minister ordered both the
Marine Department and the
National Parks Department
to survey continuously for
three days, using drones and
modern technology together
with field survey teams led by
experts from the DMCR,” he
explained.

“Whether we find an albino
whale or not, this information
is very useful because it is a
survey of whales, dolphins and
other rare animals in distant
areas that we rarely [survey]
and there is a huge demand [for
the information],” he added.

“I would like to propose
to the Ministry of Natural
Resources [MNRE] to or-
ganise a survey like this at
least two times a year in four
areas of the North Andaman
(Surin-Similan), around Phuket
(Phuket-Phi Phi) and the South
Andaman (Lanta-Rok and
Adang-Ravi),” Dr Thon said.

“If you can do this, we
guarantee that the Thai rare
marine animal industry will

take off. We will preserve
and manage tourism. We
can do anything if you have
the information,” Dr Thon
concluded.

MYSTERIOUS GIANTS
Tourists on a sightseeing boat
spotted an Omura’s whale
in the Surin islands, north
of Phuket, last October. The
sighting spurred immediate
attention, as Omura’s whales

Photo: DMCR

were first recognised in the
wild only eight years earlier.

National park officers at
the Mu Ko Surin National
Park confirmed the sighting
on Oct 26. Park officers con-
firmed it was the first time that
an Omura’s whale had been
sighted in the park’s waters.

The Omura’s whale (Bal-
aenoptera omurai) is similar
to the Bryde’s whale (Balae-
noptera edeni brydei), and is

protected in Thailand.

They grow to 20 metres
long, weighing up to 20 tonnes.
Omura’s whales are found
alone or in pairs, but may
group together for feeding.
The whales have been seen
‘lunge feeding’ on krill and
small fish.

Omura’s whales are found
in tropical to warm regions,
in both offshore and coastal
zones. Most are found in the
eastern part of the Indian
Ocean and the western Pacific
Ocean.

Omura’s whales have been
confirmed as seen in Thai
waters, from Prachuap Khiri
Khan to Songkhla in the Gulf
of Thailand, and they have
been seen along the Andaman
coast. A group of four have
been previously photographed
near the Racha islands, south
of Phuket.

The Omura’s whale was
first described by three Japa-
nese scientists, Shiro Wada,
Masayuki Oishi and Tadasu
K. Yamada, in 2003, and

Omura whale S|ght|ng ‘doubly rare’

named in honour of Japanese
cetologist Hideo Omura, who
passed away in 1993.

However, Shiro et al had
first recognised Omura’s
whales only from dead speci-
mens in 2003. It was not until
2015 that the first specimens
were recognised alive in the
wild.

At this stage, the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) does not
even have enough data to
determine whether Omura’s
whales are endangered.

The body of an Omura’s
whale is a light-coloured grey-
black, and they may have a
whitish to pink belly. They
also have 80-90 light-coloured
grooves under the chin, ex-
tending past the navel.

The left side of the jaw
is black, but the right side is
faded or white. The jaw is
filled with 180-210 pairs of
short and wide teeth that are
white, yellow or black.

Additional reporting by
Eakkapop Thongtub
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Two dead, 40 injured in
‘Seven Days say officials

PHUKET GOVERNOR
Sophon Suwannarat last week
confirmed that the official tally
for the ‘Seven Days’ safety
campaign for the New Year,
from Dec 29 to Jan 4, was
only two people killed and 40
admitted to hospital for injuries
sustained in only 40 accidents
recognised by officials.

The last day of the cam-
paign, Jan 4, saw officials
recognise just seven road
accidents on the island, from
which five people were admit-
ted to hospital for injuries.

National road safety
agency ThaiRSC, however,
recorded five people killed in
road accidents in Phuket dur-
ing the seven days, Phuket’s
worst tally since 2019, when
the island suffered seven
deaths on the roads over the
New Year holidays.

Of note, the Phuket office
of the Department of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation
(DDPM-Phuket) usually pub-
lishes ThaiRSC road accident
statistics in its daily notice.
During the ‘Seven Days’ cam-
paign, however, it published
the notice only once, on Jan
2, when it marked two deaths
in road accidents on the one

Photo Eakkapop Thongtub

day. After that, DDPM-Phuket
stopped publishing ThaiRSC
reports.

At a press conference held
at the DDPM-Phuket office
on Jan 5, Governor Sophon
was told that motorbikes were
the vehicles most frequently
involved in accidents, with
the leading cause attributed
to risky behaviors such as
driving above the speed limit.

DDPM-Phuket Chief
Udomphon Kan shared key
road accident prevention di-
rectives for the campaign,
saying the guidelines aimed to
heighten awareness regarding
high-risk behaviors contribut-
ing to accidents, particularly
among children and youth.

The measures included
enforcing speed limit regula-
tions, preventing drunk driv-
ing, promoting safe following
distances, and advocating

helmet use. Strict initiatives
had been proposed, including
100% helmet usage compli-
ance at the local level within
educational institutions, com-
munities and villages.

The provincial administra-
tion collaborated with relevant
agencies to monitor and verify
accident information during
the control period, ensuring
accurate reporting to the Road
Safety Administration Center,
the meeting was told.

Meanwhile, Thai RSC
reported that 135 people were
killed and 22,178 people were
injured in road accidents in
Phuket last year, marking
a 23% increase in road ac-
cident fatalities on the island
compared with 2022, and a
29% increase in the number
of people injured in accidents
on Phuket’s roads.

As of Tuesday (Jan 9),
ThaiRSC marked that six
people had already died on
Phuket’s roads since Jan 1 with
a further 628 people injured
in road accidents in Phuket
since the New Year.

On Monday alone (Jan
8), 110 were injured in road
accidents in Phuket.

The Phuket News
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Deadly boat crash spurs action

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

deadly tour speedboat crash
at Koh Maiton that killed a
5-year-old Russian girl has

spurred action by the leading figures
in Phuket’s tour boat industry to help
prevent any similar accidents from
happening in the future.

Spearheading the effort is Shaun
Stenning, CEO and Founder of 5 Star
Marine, who is organising a marine
safety event at Phuket Boat Lagoon
on Monday (Jan 15).

The event, to be held from 5pm
to 7pm, will include leading figures
from Phuket’s leading Thai and for-
eign speedboat, yachting and diving
operators as well as marine marine
industry suppliers and companies and
the Phuket Hotels Association and
the Marriott Small Business Council.

“As you would know, recent
accidents on the water have cast a
shadow over our industry and opera-
tors within the industry need to step
forward and make a commitment to
increased safety in the industry,” Mr
Stenning wrote in a notice calling
people to attend the event.

“I have been coordinating with
foreign operators across the island
and the Thailand Tourism Council
and the Phuket Provincial Govern-
ment has been coordinating with
Thai Operators.”

Phuket Governor Sophon Suwan-

Tourist Police and the Phuket Marine Offlce mspect the 'Apirak 89’
speedboat, which slammed into rocks at Koh Maithon on Dec 31.
Photo: Tourist Police

narat will be attending the event,
along with vice governors. Among
the government agencies to be present
at the event are: Marine Department,
Marine Police, Phuket Immigration,
Phuket’s three District Chiefs, Phuket
Provincial Police, Tourist Police and
the Phuket Provincial Tourism and
Sports office

“The purpose of the event is to
have operators in the room commit
to a new safety standard in Phuket as
a voluntary commitment, endorsed
by the Provincial Government,” Mr
Stenning explained.

Attendance at the marine safety
event is free. The event will be fol-
lowed by a networking session from
7pm to 8pm.

DEADLY CRASH

The speedboat ‘Apirak 89’ was
returning from Phi Phi Island to
Chalong Pier with seven Russian
nationals on board when it slammed
into rocks at Koh Maithon, south-
east of Phuket, at about 3:30pm on
Dec 31.

Two speedboats were dispatched
to render assistance and bring all nine
on the ‘Apirak 89’ back to Chalong
Pier, where emergency responders
were waiting for them.

The injured were rushed to Dibuk
Hospital, Vachira Phuket Hospital
and Chalong Hospital. However, a
S-year-old Russian girl named by
officials as Liza Pak was later pro-
nounced dead at Chalong Hospital.

One of the Russians, named by
officials as ‘Mr Pak Petr’, suffered
serious injuries and at last report
remained classified as a ‘red’ patient
in care at Dibuk Hospital.

Capt Natthaphong, 41, also re-
mained unconscious and intubated
at Vachira Phuket Hospital. He suf-
fered a large laceration on the left
side of his face.

DRUGS
Phuket officials took four days to
admit that the captain of the Apirak
89 had tested positive for metham-
phetamine use, despite Thai national
news agencies reporting the fact the
day after the accident.

Further, instead of naming the
captain as Natthaphong Kongwilai
as they had done in their own pre-
vious official reports, when it came
to naming the drug-test-positive
captain officials cited the name “Mr
Natharuj, age 41” — a name never
before listed as even on the boat at
the time of the accident.

Adding insult to injury, despite
not admitting that the captain had
tested positive for drug use, officials
launched a facile spate of snap drugs
tests at key piers on Phuket the day
after the accident.

Of the scores of boats that oper-
ate from Chalong Pier, only 23 boat
operators and crew were tested. None
of the 23 samples tested positive
for drugs, said an official report of

the testing.

The next day (Jan 2), only 18
boat captains and crew were tested
at Ratsada Pier, which only a week
earlier, on Dec 29, Prawet Suphachai,
Director of Regional Harbor Office
5, joined by Phuket Marine Office
Chief Natchapong Pranit, pointed
out that more than 5,000 people a
day were travelling on the boats to
and from Ratsada Pier.

Of the 18 tested, one person — cap-
tain or crew member not confirmed
by officials — tested positive for drug
use. The person was referred to a
local neighbourhood hospital for
treatment.

More comprehensive snap drug
tests at Ao Por Pier on Jan 3 saw 64
boat operators tested, with five test-
ing positive for drug use. The five
boat operators were immediately
suspended from work, Phuket Tour-
ist Police confirmed. The five were
to report to the PPHO main office
at a later date.

Meanwhile, Marine Police, Wichit
Police, Tourist Police and the Phuket
Marine Office at last report were all
continuing their investigation into
the accident.

At time of press no charges
had been pressed, despite officials
confirming that the boat was not
officially registered at the time of
the accident. Registration renewal
had been submitted, but was not
yet completed, officials confirmed.

Russian 18-year-old slashes
mother’s throat, surrenders

AN 18-YEAR-OLD RUSSIAN MAN
arrested for slashing his mother’s throat with
a knife at a house in Tambon Thepkrasattri
before New Year has been moved to Phuket
Provincial Court for detention.

Aleksandr Nikolaev was transferred from
Thalang Police Station to Phuket Provincial
Court on Dec 31. After holding Nikolaev
for 48 hours, police were required to hand
him over to the court for further detention.

While bringing him from his police cell
to the transport vehicle, Nikolaev appeared
to be weary.

Nikolaev has been charged with at-
tempted murder after confessing to slashing
his mother’s throat with a knife.

Police were initially alerted to the inci-
dent when Pol Lt Col Phongpipat Kham-
chomphu of the Thalang Police received a
report from the village headman of Moo 2,
Thepkrasattri, at about 5:15pm on Dec 29.

Police and rescue workers arrived at
the home to find Nikolaev’s mother, Elena
Nikolaeva, 46, on the floor with a severe
cut across her throat. Unable to stem the
flow of blood, rescue workers rushed her
to Thalang Hospital, then on to Vachira
Phuket Hospital in Phuket Town.

Forensic police began investigating
the house while all police stations on the
island were notified to be on the lookout
for Nikolaev, last seen fleeing the home in
a grey Nissan Almera.

At about 9pm that night, officers found

u @thephuketnews
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Nikolaev sitting in the grey Nissan parked
in front of Phuket City Police Station.

Officers took Nikolaev inside, where
through a written note he confessed to
cutting his mother’s throat with a knife.

His mother survived the attack, but she
was last reported to be in serious condition.
No further details of her condition have
been released.

Nikolaev is believed to be mentally ill
and is receiving psychiatric help. A Russian
translator has been provided, but he has so
far refused to speak with officers further
about the incident.

If you or anyone you know is in need of
emotional support and counselling, please
contact the Samaritans of Thailand at their
24-hour hotline 02-113-6789 (English &
Thai) or the Thai Mental Health Hotline
at 1323 (Thai). The Phuket News

UNITED FOR
MARINE SAFETY

Joining Together To Create A Wave Of Change

Free Industry Event at Phuket Boat Lagoon.

We invite you to join this special event, aimed at
bringing together the entire marine industry,
to unite for enhanced marine safety.

The White House Phuket Boat Lagoon, Monday 15th January
Time: 5 - 7PM (Marine Industry Event)
7 - 8 PM (Networking Drinks)

Scan Here To Register
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Two injured in teen shootout

Eakkapop Thongtub
editor@classactmedia.co.th

wo teenagers have been
charged with attempted
murder after a street

shootout near Saphan Hin
left one teen in hospital with
a gunshot wound to the head
and an innocent bystander
shot in the shoulder.

Phuket City Police were
alerted to the shootout at
3:10am on Jan 3 when they
received a report that a bullet
had struck the official resi-
dence of the Phuket Marine
Police chief.on Phuket Rd.

Officers responding to
the call arrived at the home
to find a glass louvre in one
of the windows shattered
and a bullet hole through the
curtain. The bullet was later
recovered from on the floor
inside the home. The Phuket
Marine Police chief was not
at the residence at the time of
the shooting.

While officers were investi-
gating the shooting, the Phuket
City Police Investigation Unit
was notified by emergency
room staff at Vachira Phuket

Hospital that a ‘Mr Kai’ (not
his real name), 17 years old,
had arrived with a head wound
inflicted by a gunshot.

Kai had come to the emer-
gency room for treatment, and
another local resident had ar-
rived after he had been shot
in the shoulder. The shoulder
injury was described as minor.

Investigating officers soon
learned that there had been a
shootout between two gangs

of youths that had started near
Bang Yai Canal at Saphan
Hin nearby.

One group of teens was
sitting beside the canal when
another group of teens from
Koh Siray arrived on motor-
bikes. The two gangs had
already encountered each
other. The problem between
the two gangs was described as
“how they look at each other”.

Police were told that one of

Photo: Phuket City Police

the gang members from Koh
Siray shot at the teens sitting
beside the canal, prompting
the Bang Yai group to speed
off on their motorbikes.

A chase ensued, and the
firing continued, with one of
the bullets hitting the Phuket
Marine Police Chief’s resi-
dence.

Kai was injured in the
shootout, and one local resi-
dent was caught in the cross-

fire, police explained.

The gang from Koh Siray
then sped off on their motor-
bikes.

Using CCTV footage from
across Phuket Town, and
beyond, Phuket City Police
tracked down and arrested
two members of the Koh
Siray gang at a rented room
in Wichit at 7pm on Jan 3.

The two perpetrators iden-
tified as directly involved in
the shooting were ‘Mr Phu’,
18, who drove the motorbike,
and ‘Mr King’, 18, who fired
the gun.

In making the arrests, po-
lice seized a homemade firearm
and one shotgun shell casing
that had already been fired.

Phu and King were taken
to Phuket City Police Station,
where they told police that
the other group of teenagers
had opened fire at them first.
They claimed they shot back
at the other teens only once
while making their escape.

Both Phu and King have
been charged with attempted
murder, police confirmed.

At last report police were
continuing their investigation.

Russian arrested for
child sex trafflckmg

A 63-YEAR-OLD RUS-
sian man was arrested at
Phuket airport on Jan 5
for his alleged involvement
in child sex trafficking in
Thailand. The man was
apprehended on an out-
standing warrant issued in
Phuket and handed over to
Patong Police.

The arrest was an-
nounced on Jan 6 in a
publication posted just
before noon on the Phuket
Immigration Checkpoint
page on Facebook. The
page covers the actions
of Immigration officers
stationed at Phuket Inter-
national Airport.

The arrest was con-
ducted at around 10pm on
Jan 5 at the International
Arrivals Hall, an off-limits
area for all people except
authorised personnel and
passengers arriving on
international flights.

The suspect’s identity
and the number of the arrest

NEWSGTV UVEGses-
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warrant were not revealed.

The Phuket office of the
Immigration Bureau pro-
vided the following descrip-
tion of the charges against
the suspect: "taking away
a minor over 15 years but
not yet over 18 years of age
from the parent, guardian,
or caretaker for obscene ac-
tions, even with the consent
of the minor”.

The charge falls under
Section 319 of the Criminal
Code, commonly known as
"child sex trafficking". The
man was reported as taken
to Patong Police Station for
further legal processing.

The Phuket News

Brit arrested for plstol whlppmg friend

POLICE HAVE ARRESTED A BRITISH
man for attacking another man by pistol-
whipping him on New Year’s Day.

Kamala Police working together with Phuket
Immigration officers arrested 38-year-old
British national Jamie lan Bryant at a hotel
in Wichit on Jan 2.

Pol Lt Atcha Yatiwat, Deputy Inspector of
Kamala Police Station, received a report of the
incident on the evening of New Year’s Day.

Bryant and his friend were traveling in a
tuk-tuk past the Oasis Spa in Kamala when
an argument broke out.

According to the tuk-tuk driver, Chanchai
Phet-in, who witnessed the incident, an argu-
ment erupted between his two foreign male
passengers, culminating in one man assaulting
the other with a firearm inside the tuk-tuk.

The injured victim’s friend promptly no-
tified the Kamala Police Station, leading to
a coordinated response from the patrol and
investigation teams. Bryant fled the scene,
and a subsequent search of a nearby house,
believed to be the assailant’s residence, yielded
blood-stained shoes and the suspect’s passport.

Further investigations revealed the suspect’s
association with Chanidapa Wanitchayaphat-
thaphon, residing at Central Gear Hotel &
Apartment. The police, along with immigra-
tion officers, tracked down Ms Chanidapa,
who confirmed her boyfriend’s involvement
in the incident.

Officers arrived at her apartment to be
told that Bryant was in the bathroom. Police

asked her to call him to come out, which he
did without resistance.

Bryant confessed to the violent argument
and subsequent use of the concealed firearm.
Bryant revealed he disposed of the weapon
along ‘Chaofa Mine Road’ in Wichit, linking
Prince of Songkla University Phuket campus
to Chao Fa West Rd.

Bryant led the police to the discarded
weapon’s location, wrapped in a white T-shirt.
Nearby was a bullet box branded ‘SHELL
SHOCK NAS'’ still containing 36 9mm bullets.

The injured victim received medical atten-
tion, and Bryant faces charges related to the
assault, possession of a firearm, and causing
bodily harm.

The investigation is ongoing, and authori-
ties said they were working to ensure justice
is served. However, what inspired the argu-
ment between the two men was not explained.

Eakkapop Thongtub
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Kathu elections invoke

bans on alcohol sales

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

esidents in Tambon Kathu will go
to the polls to elect a new Kathu
ayor this Sunday (Jan 14), and

go to the polls again next Sunday (Jan
21) to elect a new representative to serve
them on the Phuket Provincial Admin-
istration Organisation (PPAO) council.

Both elections will invoke a 24-hour
ban on the sale of alcohol for each of the
elections.

Candidates for the Kathu Mayor
election registered in December after the
election was announced in late November.

There are three candidates vying for
the position of Kathu Mayor: Mr Niphon
Bamrungthin, Mr Wannayut Suthikul
and Mrs Phansupa Chotirasamechai.

There will be 25 polling stations set
up throughout Tambon Kathu, which
will be open for residents to cast votes
from 8am to 5pm, explained Rattana
Laptanapong, Election Director of Kathu
Municipality.

Meanwhile, there are two candidates
vying for the PPAO Kathu Area 1 seat
on the PPAO council in the election to
be held in Tambon Kathu on Jan 21.

They are Wichai Kiattansakul and
Peera Sukyiran, both residents of Moo
2, Kathu.

There will be 16 polling stations set
up throughout the subdistrict on Jan 21.
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Those, too, will be open from 8am to
5pm for residents to cast votes, explained
PPAO Election Director Akarawat
Sirithanthanakorn.

The election for Kathu Mayor was
invoked after the position became “va-
cant” after years-long incumbent Chai-
anan Suthikul was summarily dismissed
from office by previous Phuket Governor
Narong Woonciew in January last year.

Mr Chai-anan’s dismissal from office
followed an investigation into allowing
a private operator to pump water from a
lagoon at the Tin Mine Museum in Kathu.

Election Director of Kathu Municipality
Ms Rattana posted a notice explaining how
the dismissal was appealed, and how and
when that appeal was dismissed by the court.

Of note, former Phuket Governor Mr

Narong when speaking to the media on
Jan 26 last year confirmed that he had
issued an order to dismiss Mr Chai-anan
from office. However, Mr Chai-anan was
to vacate the position of Kathu Mayor and
call an election just days later, on Feb 1.

Under election law, the two coming
elections in Tambon Kathu will each
invoke a 24-hour ban on the sale of
alcohol in the tambon (which does not
include Patong or Kamala).

For the Kathu Mayor election, there
will be a ban on the sale of alcohol in
Tambon Kathu from 6pm Saturday (Jan
13) through to 6pm Sunday night (Jan 14).

For the PPAO Kathu Area 1 election,
there will be a ban on the sale of alcohol
in Tambon Kathu from 6pm, Saturday,
Jan 20, through to 6pm, Sunday , Jan 21.

Driver on drugs steals bus,

slams into power pole

POLICE HAVE CON-
firmed drug-related charges
against a Phuket bus driver
who crashed a tour bus into
a power pole in Phang Nga,
resulting in the vehicle being
destroyed by ensuing fire.

Phuket native and resi-
dent Thanawut Chankaew
was arrested near the Thai
Mueang Municipal Market
in Phang Nga just before
noon on Jan 6 after crashing
a tour bus into a power pole.

The collision resulted in
a fire that took firefighters
an hour to extinguish. The
fire destroyed the vehicle.

According to a pre-
liminary investigation, Mr
Thanawut took the bus from
a Phuket-based company he
worked for. He then drove
from the island to Phang
Nga province.

A Phuket tou?bus was destroyed by fire after hitting a
power pole in Thai Mueang. Photo: Screenshot

influence.

On his way to the main-
land, Mr Thanawut ran
through the Phuket Check
Point at Tha Chachai in a
manner described in media
reports as reminiscent of be-
ing “drunk, high on drugs,
or having stolen the vehicle.”

The police gave chase but

B @thephuketnews

arrested Mr Thanawut only
after he crashed the bus in
Thai Mueang, some 26km
from the Phuket Check Point.

Mr Thanawut was tested
for drugs, and the results
came back positive. He now
faces multiple charges, in-
cluding driving under the

The manager of the com-
pany that owns the bus and
employed Thanawut told
police that Thanawut took
the bus without permis-
sion, effectively stealing
the vehicle.
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Tourlsts in hospital
after Bangla brawl

UK AND SOUTH AFRI-
can tourists found them-
selves admitted to Patong
Hospital following a brawl
on Bangla Rd in Patong,
prompting police inter-
vention to quell the dis-
turbance.

The incident on Bangla
Rd was reported by Phuket
Tourist Police last Friday
(Jan 5). In a brief post on
Facebook, officials revealed
that a “quarrel” had erupted
“between British tourists
and South African tourists”
in Phuket’s main entertain-
ment zone.

The altercation resulted
in minor injuries, leading
authorities to call in Kuso-
Idharm Phuket Foundation
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to transport the injured
parties to Patong Hospital.
While the exact time
and location of the conflict
were not disclosed by Phuket
Tourist Police, photos from
the scene depicted officers,
local security guards and
foreign volunteers calming
down several able-bodied
foreign men near the eastern
entrance to Bangla Rd.
Officials withheld the
identities of the tourists in-
volved and made no mention
of police charges. According
to Phuket Tourist Police, the
parties reached a resolu-
tion amongst themselves
following law enforcement
intervention.
The Phuket News
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huket is no stranger to luxury
Plifestyle events, but percep-

tions have moved a long way
since the annual Phuket King’s Cup
Regatta (inaugurated in 1987) was
considered ‘luxury’, with its nightly
beach parties offering a simple buffet
and free-flow beverages.

Whether it’s a luxury developer
celebrating a milestone achievement,
an exclusive celebrity wedding, a
charity gala or an annual luxury
lifestyle event, Phuket has firmly
established itself as the definitive
island resort destination for luxury
happenings in Thailand.

But what do we mean when
we talk about luxury? Is it a static
concept, symbolized by instantly
recognised, world-famous brands?
Or is there more to it?

According to a recent world-wide
survey, most respondents claimed that
the meaning of luxury had evolved
for today’s younger generations.
Sure, the age-old ‘musts’ defining
luxury still hold true in most cases
— quality, elegance, exclusivity and
so on — but personal fulfillment and
experiential one-upmanship amongst
peers now enter the equation as be-
ing central to the concept of luxury.
Price alone, while still in the mix, is
less significant than it was for older
generations as ‘expensive’ gives way,
to some extent, to ‘different’.

This shift in focus within the
market for luxury represents an
opportunity for Phuket to lead the
way in hosting, developing and sus-
taining big, luxury lifestyle events.

Phitket GNews
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When luxury lifestyle was all about
shopping for the latest Louis Vuit-
ton accessory or that must-have
Lamborghini, Bangkok was the only
destination in Thailand that made
sense for luxury events. But, as the
meaning of luxury increasingly
embraces the value of experiences,
Phuket — with its exotic islands and
high-end beach culture — is perfectly
positioned to capture a much greater
share of events in this sector.
Phuket hosts two annual events
that fall comfortably within the
definition of ‘luxury lifestyle’. One
is Infinite Luxury’s Kata Rocks
Superyacht Rendezvous (KRSR),
now in its 8" year, which sees a
collection of invited superyachts

and regional glitterati gathering in
the waters off Kata Beach for a few
days comparing yachts and yachting
experiences — and attending lavish
waterfront parties.

The second annual event is the
Thailand International Boat Show
(TIBS), which blends all the elements
of luxury lifestyle that Phuket can
offer — including high-end property
and bespoke travel — against a back-
drop of magnificent yachts, assorted
water toys and yachting adventures.
At TIBS, visitors can do more than
just buy a boat — they can explore
and learn about the boating lifestyle,
getting help from experts in tailoring
their purchases to launch them on
new and challenging experiences.

September 2024 will see the
25" anniversary Gumball 3000
rally stop in Phuket on its way from
Egypt to Singapore in time for the
Singapore F1. Gumball 3000 is a
celebrity car rally, combining luxury
and adventure, which has taken
thousands of supercars and entrants
on epic journeys across the globe —
experiential one-upmanship at its
finest. The rally’s Middle Eastern
leg will finish in Amman. There
100 cars will be loaded onto cargo
planes headed for Bangkok, where
the Asian leg begins.

All three of these events have
several things in common. Their ap-
peal is clearly to UHNWI/HNWT’s.
Their concepts are about more than

le events

simply lavishing money on top-end
brand purchases; they embody the
excitement of new and ‘different’
experiences — albeit available only to
those who can afford them. And they
all rely on commercial sponsorship
to make them work.

Sponsorship is the lifeblood of
this kind of large scale, high end,
professionally-managed event. As
such, both TIBS and Gumball 3000
are represented by Paul Poole (South
East Asia) Co., Ltd. — The Spon-
sorship Experts in respect of their
commercial sponsorship and brand
partnership marketing, ensuring that
their sponsorship offers are properly
packaged and targeted — and their
sponsors professionally managed
in the build up to, during and after
the event.

Building on the opportunity
presented by the changing demands
of those who live a luxury lifestyle,
Phuket is in a strong position to
pitch itself as a global destination
for luxury events — attracting top
rights holders, sponsors, partners,
participants and visitors from across
the world.

THE SPONSORSHIP EXPERTS

WWW, PAULPOOLE.CO.TH

PAUL POOLE (SOUTH EAST
ASIA) CO., LTD.

9 198 Tanou Road, Bovernives,
Pranakorn, Bangkok, 10200,
Thailand

£ Paul Poole

© +66 2622 0605-7

© info@paulpoole.co.th
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New minimum wages come into effect

New Year brlngs Phuket BSbn boost

PHUKET ENJOYED
an influx of more than
265,000 visitors over the
New Year holidays, generat-
ing more than B billion in
tourism revenue, the head
of the Tourism Authority
of Thailand (TAT) Phuket
office has announced.

Lertchai Wangtrakuldee,
Director of the TAT Phuket
office, said that more than
600 flights landed at Phuket
International Airport over the
four days from Dec 29-Jan 1.

Over the four days there
were 333 inbound interna-
tional flights, about 83 flights
a day, bringing a total of
63,836 inbound passengers,
or 15,959 people a day, Mr
Lertchai said.

In addition, there were
271 domestic flights, or 68
flights a day, bringing 36,026
inbound passengers, or 9,006
people a day, he said.

A sample survey was
conducted of tourist accom-
modation operators covering
30% of each major tourist
arca on the island, account-

Photo: PR Phuket 2

ing for a total of 101,556
rooms at 1,890 hotels, Mr
Lertchai noted.

The survey found that
hotels and other guest ac-
commodations enjoyed
an average occupancy of
81.69%, with guests staying

NEWSSTV uvEQ

on average 3.62 days.

In total, Phuket wel-
comed a total of 265,835
visitors over the four days,
altogether generating
B8.348bn in tourism rev-
enue, Mr Lertchai said.

The Phuket News

PHUKET NOW HAS THE SOLELY
highest minimum wage in the country, with
the new minimum wage rates coming into
effect on Jan 1.

The new minimum wages throughout the
country came into effect following approval by
the Cabinet, reported state news agency NNT.

The decision follows extensive delibera-
tions and calculations carried out by the Wage
Board and Committee to ensure a fair and
sustainable adjustment, the report said.

The new minimum wage rates, categorised
into 17 groups, reflect variations in living
costs and economic conditions across dif-
ferent provinces.

Group 1 features Phuket alone, with a new
minimum daily wage rate of B370 (previ-
ously B354)

Group 2 includes Bangkok, Nakhon Pathom,
Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Samut Prakan and
Samut Sakhon, with a new minimum wage
rate of B363 (previously B353)

Group 3 features Chonburi and Rayong,
with a new minimum wage rate of B361
(previously B354)

All the way down in Group 17 are Nar-
athiwat, Pattani and Yala provinces with
a new minimum daily wage rate of B330
(previously B328)

The adjustment is seen as a carefully calcu-
lated measure to improve the living conditions
of workers without causing adverse effects
on the economy. The government believes
that the increased minimum wage will allow

employees to earn a fair income while not
exacerbating inflation or impacting product
prices, said the NNT report.

In a press statement, Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance Settha Thavisin ac-
knowledged the importance of regular wage
reviews. He announced plans for a meeting
on Jan 17 to establish a subcommittee tasked
with refining the minimum wage calculation
formula further.

The objective is to present a comprehen-
sive plan to the Cabinet by March, ensuring
that the wage rates are tailored to the specific
needs of each district and occupation.

PM Thavisin emphasised that the govern-
ment’s focus is on enhancing the quality of
life for workers nationwide. The upcoming
adjustments, he stated, will contribute to a more
equitable and prosperous society, marking a
significant step toward fostering economic
stability in the country. The Phuket News

'i thephuketnews
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Weed advocates slam
government control bill

BANGKOK

Bangkok Post

dvocates of canna-
bis legalisation have
blasted Public Health

Minister Cholnan Srikaew’s
decision to endorse a new
draft of the cannabis and hemp
control bill without consult-
ing the civil sector as he had
promised.

Dr Cholnan said last Sat-
urday (Jan 6) that under the
bill, cannabis cannot be used

Public Health Minister Cholnan Srikaew. Photo: Bangkok Post

for recreational purposes and
the use of cannabis at home
for medical purposes must be
done in accordance with the
right procedures.

Prasitchai Nunual, sec-
retary-general of Thailand’s
Cannabis Future Network, said
on Facebook that the minister
failed to keep his promise that
the draft would be put up for
public discussion before it
was passed on to the Cabinet.

He said involving members
of the public in the policy
drafting process will ensure
the outcome is based on sci-
entific facts and evidence
instead of being driven by

political interests.

“We have yet to see the
contents of the bill, but ac-
cording to the minister’s media
interview, we believe several
articles aren’t grounded in
facts,” he wrote.

He also pointed out incon-
sistencies in the government’s
efforts to control cannabis,
methamphetamine pills and
alcoholic beverages.

For instance, while can-
nabis is legally considered
a herb, its use will require a
doctor’s recommendation un-
der the new draft. Meanwhile,
the possession of up to five
methamphetamine pills isn’t

considered a criminal offence
despite it being classified as
a narcotic.

Mr Prasitchai called on
the Public Health Ministry to
improve its officials’ under-
standing of cannabis, meth-
amphetamine and alcohol
so they can draw up a more
effective control framework.

“Methamphetamine has
ruined people’s lives, but peo-
ple can possess it. Drinking
is [indirectly] promoted by
extending the operating hours
of entertainment venues. If the
ministry’s policy is dictated
by political interests instead
of facts, we will take further

Lower age of criminal responsibility

steps,” he said.

Daycha Siripatra, president
of the Khaokwan Founda-
tion, echoed Mr Prasitchai’s
opinions.

The Public Health Ministry
seeks to regulate the use of
cannabis in a similar manner
to tobacco and alcohol, which
last year killed more than
100,000 people and 40,000
people, respectively, he said.

Despite the harm and risks
tobacco and alcohol pose to
individual and public health,
both substances are allowed for
recreational use. In contrast,
cannabis, which has not been
linked to any deaths, will be
prohibited for recreational
use, he added.

“Most people believe that
the new bill isn’t for the public
interest, but for the interests
of some groups whose sales
drop significantly after people
switch to cannabis to allevi-
ate symptoms like pain or
sleeplessness,” he said.

In regards to the impact on
cannabis stores Dr Cholnan
said once the law is in place
that they must sell only the
parts of the cannabis plant that
are deemed legal in Thailand.
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New Year road accidents,

deaths down on Is year

BANGKOK

A TOTAL OF 284 PEOPLE
were killed and 2,307 in-
jured in 2,288 traffic accidents
across the country during
the so-called “seven danger-
ous days” of the New Year
holiday, a decrease from the
same period last year.

Chotenarin Kerdsom,
deputy permanent secretary
for interior, last Friday (Jan
5) released the figures of road
accidents, deaths and injuries
between Dec 29 and Jan 4.

During this period, 2,288
road accidents occurred na-
tionwide, resulting in 284
fatalities and 2,307 injuries.

Total deaths, injuries and
accidents were down on the
same period last year which
saw 317 deaths and 2,437 in-
juries in 2,440 road accidents.

These figures reflect a de-
cline compared to the previous
year, which saw 317 deaths
and 2,437 injuries in 2,440
road accidents.

On Jan 4 alone, 17 fatalities
and 205 injuries were reported
in 200 road accidents, said Mr
Chotenarin.

Kanchanaburi province
had the most cumulative road
accidents at 82 and also re-
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A road accident in Kancha-
naburi on Jan 4. Photo:
Bangkok Post

ported the highest number of
injured people at 89. Bangkok
saw the most fatalities, total-
ling 19.

Eleven provinces — Krabi,
Kalasin, Chai Nat, Tak, Na-
khon Nayok, Pattani, Phi-
chit, Mae Hong Son, Satun,
Samut Songkhram and Amnat
Charoen — reported zero road
fatalities.

Speeding remained the
major cause of road accidents,
accounting for 48.5%, followed
by drivers cutting in front of
other motorists at 22% and
poor visibility at 14%.

In addition, 88.72% of all
accidents involved motor-
cycles, with 85% occurring
on straight roads, 42.5% on
highways and 30.5% on vil-
lage roads.

Bangkok Post

from 15 to 12, says police chief

BANGKOK

NATIONAL POLICE CHIEF POL GEN
Torsak Sukvimol has proposed the minimum
age of criminal responsibility be lowered,
because young people are committing more
serious crimes.

Pol Gen Torsak made his comments on Jan
2 amid concerns about legal action against the
14-year-old boy arrested for the fatal shooting
rampage at Siam Paragon shopping centre in
October last year.

The national police chief said he wanted
the minimum age of criminal responsibility
lowered from 15 to 12 years, and he would
discuss the idea seriously with relevant parties.

“Crime by children has become more severe.
They are copying it from social media, and
criminals are getting younger and younger,”
Pol Gen Torsak said.

He also based his proposal on trends in
criminal cases in other countries.

The national police chief was responding
to questions from reporters about people’s
concerns that young criminals are being
spared from punishment. Under present law,
criminals under the age of 15 years can only
be reprimanded, and then freed.

Their concerns followed the end to the
detention of the 14-year-old boy who shot
people indiscriminately at Siam Paragon
shopping centre on Oct 3 last year.

The boy carried out the shooting rampage
inside the popular shopping complex, killing
one Thai and two foreign nationals, one from
China and the other from Myanmar. Four
others, including a Chinese tourist and a Lao

B @thephuketnews

The 14-year-old boy is arrested after the
shooting at Siam Paragon mall on Oct 3,
2023. Photo: Bangkok Post

worker, were wounded.

Pol Gen Torsak said the boy was still not
ready to defend himself, so interrogation had
to be suspended.

A professional psychological assessment
suggested the suspect was unable to under-
stand the charges, communicate effectively
or control his emotions.

Doctors concluded that the boy was
mentally ill and needed continued treatment
so that he would recover and not be harmful
to society, Prayut Pecharakhun, spokesman
for the Office of the Attorney-General said
on Dec 31.

Officials and his parents agreed that the
boy should continuously receive mental treat-
ment at the Galya Rajanagarindra Institute.

If doctors conclude the boy is ready to
defend himself, interrogation could resume
in the presence of appropriate professionals,
lawyers and his parents, Pol Gen Torsak said.

Bangkok Post
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TIIB spice of Life

Patrick Campbell

recently went searching for spice seeds. I needed
them for pictures that could accompany my up-
dated scribblings about herbs and spices, and
also for some experimental cultivation in con-
tainers.

I found more than I had bargained for, in-
cluding such exotic stuff as dried butterfly pea
flowers (clitoria ternatea), liquorice root, star

anise and fenugreek. Not the everyday flavourings I
am writing about today. But the foray reinforced my
oft-stated belief that there is no end to the cornucopia
of flavours we are lucky enough to savour in Thai-
land. Now acknowledged as one of the great cuisines
of the world, it owes much of its status to the amaz-
ingly varied produce of the Kingdom.

That is where herbs and spices fulfil a key role. All
this delectable produce needs seasoning to bring out
and enhance those natural flavours. These aromatics
have, moreover, the added benefit of acting as natural
preservatives. In a world without fridges, they were
indispensable.

Most of these plants did not originate in Thailand:
pepper, cardamom and cinnamon come from India,
cloves and nutmeg (incidentally from the same tree)
from what is now Indonesia, star anise and cassia
from China, chilies from Mexico. In fact, these highly
prized and costly spices were introduced to this coun-
try first by traders and subsequently during the mass
immigration of both Chinese and Indians to South-
east Asia in the 19th century. But as those of us who
daily enjoy Thai cooking can testify, no nation has
embraced this spicy culture more enthusiastically.

So where to begin? Most spices come from herbs
and from different bits of these herbs — leaves, roots,
fruits and seeds. But that many derive from the seeds
is logical enough; they were, in earlier times, that
part of the plant that could be most readily preserved
and used for future cultivation.

And where better than to start with the ubiqui-
tous chilli. Thais consider a dish without chillies to
be an insipid concoction. The seed pods are sold in
many styles: green (unripe), red (ripe) and red-brown
red (sun-dried), the latter often coarsely ground in
a pestle and mortar to provide a condiment that can
be sprinkled on food. Pungencies, measured on the
Scoville scale, vary greatly. The main species are C.
annuum, which includes the mild-flavoured capsicum
or bell pepper, and C. chinense, which features the
impossibly hot naga and Scotch bonnet. Most local
varieties are based on C. frutescens, the principal in-
gredient in Tabasco sauce.

Though chillies are native to Mexico, the aromatic
plants grow here everywhere. As with chives and
garlic, most pests will not touch them. And all these
small plants require are reasonable conditions for
growth. Give them plenty of sun and adequate mois-
ture and they will reward you with an eye-catching
display of glossy red and green seed pods that you
can pick and pick again. And if you want to cultivate
less familiar varieties, they will grow readily from
packeted seed. Water the growing medium well before
sowing; then desist until germination. Unlike the pep-
per which takes an age to fruit, chilies need a mere 60
days to reach maturity.

Originally, the pepper was the main source of ‘hot-
ness’ — as it still is in many Western dishes. Chillies
from the New World came into the culinary picture
later. Once so valuable it was sold by the gramme,
pepper comes originally from the Malabar Coast,
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but it thrives readily enough in a Thai garden if it is
given plenty of water. Since it is a woody vine, it ap-
preciates support; thus encouraged it may climb to

a height of three or four metres. At length — and you
may have to wait two years — bunches of berries like
tiny green grapes appear amid the lush, deeply ribbed
foliage. Personally I prefer them fresh — crunchy and
not numbingly hot, but they are normally picked and
then sun-dried to produce the familiar whole black
peppers. Propagate from cuttings, preferably taken
from a cultivar, to ensure consistent quality.

Cumin is another herbaceous annual that is cul-
tivated in Asia for its fragrant seeds. Yet another
example of plant migration, it was grown originally
in the Levant. The plant has the merit of looking
pretty in your herb garden with feathery leaves that
resemble those of fennel, and attractive umbels of
seeds. These have none of the ferocious kick of pepper
or chilli; instead they possess a mild aniseed flavour.
Used to the hot dry conditions of the Mediterranean,
young plants may suffer in Thailand’s high humidity,
but they are worth a gamble in a container.

Patrick Campbell’s book “The Tropic Gardener’,
described in one Bangkok review as the best book on
Thai gardening for 50 years, is available for B500
(half price) to personal callers from 59/84 Soi Saiyuan
13 in Rawai (Tel: 076-613227 or 085-7827551).
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Ben Tirebuck
editor3@classactmedia.co.th

hose familiar with the Pasak
8 area of Cherng Talay will be
fully aware there is a lot going
on right now, with numerous
new residential developments
underway and in planning.
With a distinct lack of dining
options in the immediate vi-
cinity, the recent opening of the Court-
side Café and Bistro therefore makes
much sense and comes as welcome
news.

The Courtside Café is part of a much
broader development that is currently
centred around the SiamSportsPro
Tennis Academy Phuket, but will
ultimately incorporate additional din-
ing facilities, a rooftop bar, a wellness
centre, including Japanese onsen, and
a range of luxury villas. It is an impres-
sive project that will no doubt serve as
a valuable component of the local com-
munity once completed.

The doors of the Courtside Café are,
however, already open and the venue
has been serving a comprehensive
range of healthy food options to cus-
tomers for some time, generating much

g @thephuketnews

buzz locally. It is with much interest
then that my dining partner and I
make our lunchtime visit to experience
the menu for ourselves.

The roomy, split-level venue offers a
view onto one part of the tennis centre
and creates a relaxed vibe — we never
realised how strangely soothing the
sound of tennis balls being hit in the
background can be! It is the perfect spot
for an early breakfast, social lunch or
even just a coffee and pastry. Browsing
the menu, you are immediately struck
by the variety of healthy options on of-
fer and all at very reasonable prices.

A range of tasty sounding juices and
smoothies are complemented by an
extensive breakfast menu and variety
of snacks, salads, wraps, pastas, sand-
wiches and burgers, all of which look
and sound very appetising.

We opt for the gyoza and chicken sa-
tay for starters and both and are simply
delicious! The gyoza is served on a bed
of beautifully cooked mixed vegetables
that could easily be a dish in its own
right. What we especially liked was the
fact the gyoza was fresh and crisp and
not dripping in oil, as is often the case.
Likewise, the satay; succulent chicken
with fresh vegetables and a sauce that
had just the right amount of kick!

The smoked chicken Caesar salad
for main was genuinely delicious. One
could argue such a dish is easy to make
and difficult to mess up, but those who
know their salads know a seriously
good one when they get it, and this is
exactly that. Once again, it is fresh and
crisp as opposed to being soggy from an
overload of dressing and the chicken is
both plentiful and extremely tasty. A
definite winner!

Similarly, the Beyond Burger, an
option which can often be very divi-
sive, but which is a definite hit on this
occasion. Fantastically flavoured and
expertly cooked, it offers a great option
for those who are looking to lessen their
meat consumption and is one I would
personally recommend highly.

The Courtside Café and Bistro offers
an excellent alternative option for those
looking for healthy and nutritious food
that is destined to earn itself a strong
and respected reputation among locals.
Definitely worth checking out — and a
place we will no doubt return to many
times in future.

Courtside Café and Bistro. 109 Soi
Pasak 8, Cherng Talay, Thalang 83110.
Open daily 7am - 10pm. Price range:

095-7161604. Visit the Courtside
Café website at: https://siamsports.
pro/academy/cafe/, on Facebook or
Instagram.

Less than B400. Booking not necessary
Major credit cards accepted. Car

park on site. No area for smoking. No
entertainment. Free WiFi. Reservations:

\LBATROSS CAF]

Escape the traffic,
relax and be happy
for a few hours everyday at Albatross Cafe
and Pizza on Fire - 15.00 -18.00 hrs -
at the waterside terraces
at Canal Village, Laguna.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL +66 98018 8122

LIVE@s95~ NEWSSTV



Presley born?

2. What was the first civilian supersonic plane in the world 10. Agreement

called?

3. Which is the smallest planet in the Solar System?
4. What is generally considered to be the average human 17. Accidental

body temperature?

5. How many countries share a border with Ukraine?

6. When repeated, a  56. Martha Stewart 25 Boat race
cry of approval meas. 26. Astute
57. No-nothing )
14. Swell 59. Flavor 22 I;;;tvgiss?rrne
15. Director Preminger 61. It can be made o
16. Couple’s pronoun in good faith splits
66. Binge 34. Ed.’s request
statement 67. Legal prefix 36. Wood-dressing
20. Tasty 68. Downy duck tool
21. Most wise 69. Cultural doings  38. Animal shelter
Answers below, centre 22. Cave dweller 70. Tennyson work 39, Genetic initials

SUDOKU

Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York

Across ship 22, Fail miserably

1. Pitches a tent 53. New Delhi salad 23. On the road

24. Baby bird?

71. Happening place 40. Fashion industry,

GOT YOUR
NUMBER

1

tonne of recycled paper saves
about 17 trees.

15

percent of all internet traffic is
due to Netflix.

2,617

times a day is how often the
average smartphone user
touches their phone.

30,000

degrees Celsius is the
temperature of the air
immediately surrounding a bolt of
lightning - about five times hotter
than the surface of the Sun.

307
trillion

US dollars is the equivalent of
how much people all around
the world owe. There is only the
equivalent of US$90.4trn
in circulation.

Source: Uberfacts

NEWSSTV UVE

27. “Endymion” poet slangily
28. John Irving’s “A Down 41. Change for a five
;I’:gﬁ;,,f“——— 1760 Minutes 42. Coarse file
30. “How about that!” 2. “That's___!" 45. Feetho.ven S )
31. Perfect, e.g. 3. Most wet Moonlight ___
32. Secret society 4. One of the Three  46. Editor, attimes  [&5 7 )
members Bears 47. Dated
35. Clothing 5. Breaks off 48. Giving ones &9 0 &
37.0ne way a 6. Stadium nosh 50. Cheerless - -
conclusion is 7. Biblical suffix 54. Clavell's *___- Visit: www.ilovecrosswords.com
reached 8. Dugin Pan” . )
43. Straight, at the bar 9. Deteriorates 55.churchrecesses  Solutions to last week’s puzzles:
44. In A§|a, house g 10.fCIoth wov<-:t|l1k 58. Visored cap TR
forwomen 11, Fithy from long 8O- Earrelated ceee ceeee meooll KACIE] ERCIG EXCIE
45, Some porcelain .neglgct 62. Dejected h : : : i ; CA rlt ; I". g T f\ : 4789154326
49. Common 12. Pie parts 63. Attempt n- 315/914121618/17
contraction 13. African fly 64. Knowledge 786159 2143
51. Ripens 18. In shape 65. Palindromic 94 3|86 1|7 5 2
52. Lowest deckona 19. Mighty one? preposition 21 5|7 3 4|19 6 8
o ’ q B UTH’:RN:i s 6 2 4117 3|58 9
Answers to this week’s Pop Quiz: W o [ I [e[o[ e[ A c[x |5 9 7|6 4 8|2 3 1
(sniejag pue eissny ‘erop|oj) ‘eluewoy ‘AleSuny ‘ejeao|s ‘puejod) UaAas (g ,,: : : i ,,': ’: : : : ,32 z t : 83 1l2 5 9le 7 a

0.L€ (¥ -Aund1dN (€ ‘¥ #T-nL A9jodny dy] (g -1ddississiN ‘ojadny (T

| : o %\ Kamala Beach. Photo by Alena Plotnikova

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket? Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

This week in history

Jan 12, 1554 is later jailed for 16 years for Jan 17, 1991

Bayinnaung, who would go on  negligence. Gulf War: Operation Desert
to assemble the largest empire Storm begins early in the morn-
in the history of Southeast Jan 14, 1742 ing. Iraq fires eight Scud missiles
Asia, is crowned King of English astronomer Edmond = into Israel in an unsuccessful
Burma. Halley observes the comet ’?ﬁi ,r’??r bid to provoke Israeli retaliation.

named after him. L YO
The Costa Concordia. o

Jan 13, 2012
Passenger cruise ship Costa Jan 15, 2001
Concordia sinks off the coast Wikipedia goes online.

Jan 18, 1778

James Cook is the first known
nus is granted the title Au- European to discover the
of Italy. More than 4,200 gustus by the Roman Senate, Hawaiian Islands, which he
people are rescued, but 32 die  Jan 16, 27 BC marking the beginning of the names the ‘Sandwich Islands’.
in the disaster. The captain Gaius Julius Caesar Octavia- Roman Empire. Source: Wikipedia
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CORPORATE SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT OTHER

Water) rooﬁ_ng & Crack Repail
e __’ iy "““?;-?? e

Lds
VERTIGO

VIDEO PRODUCTIONS

CM Asia Co,, Ltd quallty services since 2003
ofﬁcecm-asua com 086-9439834

VERTIGOVIDEOPRODUCTIONS.COM

P M- SMART TILES
u [l@ > UE Tile Leveling System
4 § Baan Wana - Cherng Talay
WO o D F LO o R PHUKET'S QUALITY ]r‘f.f:'.b'f.”.-']'i-'f‘!f.-'f:' Tel : 076 620 t68

PHUKET -20 YEARS

Solid' wood floors and.engineering:
Decks supplied and installed - Teak &&NZ Pine.

€ /solidwoodfloorphuketthailand
O Matt 081 271 2684 or Jessika 062 372 6624

wWWW. tlle-aS|a com | letstalk@tlle -asia.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT OTHER MARINE SERVICES

Marine Engineering
— Plumber Specialists

SE—

D German Water Team Ltd.Part
-ALL KINDS OF HOT AND COLD WATER SYSTEMS We repair what your husband fixed
-HOT WATER SOLAR SYSTEMS AND SOLAR PUMPS

-POOL EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE
-REPAIR ALL KINDS OF WATER SYSTEMS AND POOL PUMPS
-A VARIETY OF WATER FILTRATION SYSTEMS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS =

SHOWROOM NEXT TO WAT CHALONG
OPEN FROM 8AM TO 5PM

N

YAHMAH

www.germanwaterteam.com

094 594 8868 (THAI) Email: germanwaterteam@yahoo.de

089 645 4848 (GER / ENG)

CtomakTo PhitketONeiws § WINDSW

Kapra lNxyrera
“‘“ﬁ;m Whereto

PH”KET? HoBocTn l'IxyKeTﬁ E.,‘:.gr
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Contact: gm@classactmedia.co.th
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STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT

9818 Vises Road,
Rawai

Oli: 081/891 4381
www. shakerspliniket.com

shakerspluket@gmal.com
FB: shakersphuker

Friday Mussels Night

6 PM onwards: Belgian style mussels served with
French Fries. All you can eat. Your choice, Your
style: Mariniere, Selected drinks, Provencale, Garlic
& cream, Creamy curry, Blue cheese or Thai style
We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 325 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT

98/18 Vises Road,
Rawai
Oli: 081/891 4381

www.shakersphnuket.com

shakerspluket@gmail.com
FB: shakergphket

Sunday Roast

12PM — 9PM: All you can eat Sunday Roast Buffet
Beef, Pork & Capon chicken — Cauliflower, Broccoli,
Peas, Carrots, Fried mushrooms, Grilled Tomatoes
— Yorkshire pudding — Roasted Potatoes, Mashed
Potatoes — Gravy, Mushroom sauce, Horse raddish,
Mint Sauce. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
350 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht

Land for
' sale

649 1218

PROPERTY FOR SALE

4.5 rai with rubber i
trees near Mission
Hill. 5 Million Baht :
per rai. Owner, 083 i

PROPERTY FOR RENT

NEW SHOP FOR RENT.

P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT

98/18 Vises Road,
Rawai

Oli: 081/891 4381
www. shakersphnket.com

shakerspluket@gmel.com
FB: shakerpluket

Monday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked
to order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages,
Fish, Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies,
Choice of potatoes, cold and hot sauces, Bread, Buns
& garlic bread. We have a kid’s playground zone.
Adults: 395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195
baht P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.
com/shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18
Vises Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

STEAK HOUSE
&
RESTAURANT

98718 Vises Road,
Rawai

Oli: 081/891 4381
www. shakersphnket.com

shakerspluket@gmeil.com
FB: shakersphuket

Wednesday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked to
order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, Fish,
Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies, Choice of

Part Time Fitness Coach

! Female fitness coach required for busy business man
staying in Surin Beach. Candidate must arrange diet, :
food, workout and masseuse during his stay. Please :
email experience and availability to Phil Solomons: :

sirroundsound27@gmail.com, +44 7788 725846

CARS, TRUCKS
FOR SALE

Phitket GNews

KATA.

1 lasphuket@gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Volvo V60-2.0 Recharge T8 4WD :
i Wagon. 2021. 48,xxx km. Turbo :
¢ charged Supercharged 407 hp. Plug- :

& |ocated on Thepkrasattri Road, across from i in Hybriwd - Gas - Full Electric. Black

Koh Kaew Shophouse
near Post Office

for a quick sale. Property has been improved and is sold as is. #esmsusssueisa

wgmmanm a1 Tgdu Tunadmnisaszdiuiiluang idesnidwesdagidwunluegisu https://listings. :
thailandexclusiveproperties.com/commercial/koh-keaw-shop-house-muang- :

phuket/ 6,500,000

Phitket

NEWSCTV

BOATS, YACHTS FOR SALE

The family-friendly yacht

(Phone and WhatsApp)

LIVE

BRAND NEW SHOP TO RENT KATA VIL-
LAGE. LARGE SLIDING DOORS, SEPA- :
RATE SHOWER AND TOILET. IDEAL FOR :
MASSAGE, BEAUTY, HAIR , COFFEE , WIFI. :
20,000 THB per month, Prada Bergdahl, bpvil-

Phuket Royal Marina is a three-level spacious :
| shop house 20m. long, just steps away from the :
local Koh Kaew post office. ermswiiud 3 funthnire
& 20 wins Reaguuauummndad Anauulug agfafulusuddinzuia uazegifias 4 Aulasinissadh iin wdun imzudn
It is ideally set up currently as a local storage, product distribution, or fulfilment :
center; but can easily be used for any type of business. Located close to local :
school and convenient side street parking. wanzdwsuduiinends viagstavanesuszion |
aglndlseBeuunnani uazanunsasensadunihin viedhs 9 16 Owner is offering this at a lower rate

Luxury Sealine Yacht (51 ft). Fully renovated in
2022. Family-friendly. Features movable swim- :
ming platform, spacious flybridge. 3 bedrooms. En- :
gines and generator overhauled. +66986709078 :

Volvo V60-2.0
Recharge T8

: Onyx Metallic. Contact LINE ID:
pma97139 Mr. Philip, Rawai

PROPERTY FOR
RENT

Land for
sale near
Mission
Heights

Nice plot of land,

estate, no monthly fees. 10 min to
international school, 15 min to air-
port. Ideal to build 4 rental units.

i direct - 063 743 8595.

just over one Rai :
in small, very :
quiet private

Reduced to 4.2MB. Contact owner :

potatoes, cold and hot sauces, bread, buns & garlic
bread. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

Joint Chambers Australian
Day Phuket Sundowners

AustCham Thailand, in collaboration with Australian
Alumni, AMCHAM, BCCT, Belgian-Luxembourg/Thai
Chamber, CanCham Thailand, FTCC, GTCC, TICC,
NTCC, Phuket Chamber and Thai-Swedish Cham-
ber, invite you to join us for “Australia Day Phuket
Sundowners” at JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa,
on Friday 19th January 2024, from 18.00-21.00 hrs.
A celebration of all things Australian, join us for your
favourite Aussie food & beverages, and welcome in
the New Year as the first business networking event
of 2024! www.austchamthailand.com/event/19-jan-
joint-chambers-australia-day-phuket-sundowners/

(v a7 ThE
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Reginald D Hunter Stand up

We start 2024 with legendary US/UK comedian
Reginald D. Hunter! You have seen him on Ql, Live at
the Apollo, and on his own series for the BBC: Songs

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Yanui Beach Seaview Cabins

i Yanui Beach Seaview are brand-new cabins/Pods. There
i are only two. On Baan Soi Rawai. Just before the gun club
i onthe way to Laem Promthep. Beautiful seaview sunsets
nightly, King-sized bed, small kitchenette. Suitable for
couples. 30 square metres. Walking distance to Yanui
: Beach. 2 kilometres from Rawai and Nai Harn beaches.
: Available short term and long term. First time listed and
: brand-new. Negotiable. Ray Dixon, drraydixon@yahoo.
i com, 062-4488838

Cha Am Beach Condo
for Sale

1 Air cond 25 mtrs to beach 4t floor Cattareya Condo Swim-
ming Pool Fitness Parking 24 hr security CCTV. Panadda
: Sathaisong, 089 635 7311, mypinellasmail@gmail.com

72 SgM Unfurnished One bdrm bath kitchen. H

THEPHUKETNEWS.COM I FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2024

of the South and Songs of the Border. Now you get
to see him LIVE doing a full comedy set at Phuket
Marriott Resort & Spa, Merlin Beach. Free for hotel
guests, THB 1,000 on the door for non hotel guests.
Phuket Marriott Resort & Spa, Merlin Beach

KFoLLs Y ’\ |
REGINALD D HUNTER

Stand Up
with Reginald D Hunter

We start 2024 with legendary US/UK comedian
Reginald D. Hunter! You have seen him on Ql, Live
at the Apollo, and on his own series for the BBC:
Songs of the South and Songs of the Border. Now
you get to see him LIVE doing a full comedy set at
the Junkyard Theatre in Phuket! Tickets at www.
junkyardtheatre.com/eve

CENTIRAL
PHUKET

Mk C

® fwor pres

Phuked
Jewelry..

31 Jan - 4 Feb 2024
CENTRAL PHUKET

Phuket Jewelry Fair 2024

Phuket Chamber of Commerce will host the Phuket
Jewelry Fair during 31 January to 4th of February
2024. Held at the Floresta Mini Convention Hall
Central Phuket, visitors will enjoy the jewels and
gems gallery by the leading Phuket brand jewelry, a
Diamonds & Ruby Fashion Show, seminar from The
Gem and Jewelry Institute of Thailand (G.I1.T), plus
free real gems verification by G.I.T. For more info
please visit picphuket.com/phuketjewelryfair

Alcoholics
Anonvmous

If you want to drink
that 1s your business

IEVOUWANULD
A e TN |
SIOEINALIS OUES

Daily Meetings

Patong, Chalong,
Phuket Town,

Bang Tao & Karon

CALL

081 895 4763
help@aaphuket.org

[ ey’ .El'ir.‘
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GROW BOATING PHUKET - JANUARY NETWORKING

Wonderful evening at the Isola restaurant at Royal Phuket Marina on Friday, Jan 5. Thanks to the drinks sponsor for the evening, Blue Peter Marine, specialists in
international yacht regulations and marina classifications. The delicious buffet was sponsored by Isola Restaurant. Follow Grow Boating Phuket on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/growboatingphuket
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Showjumper Janakabhorn
qualifies for Paris Olympics

OLYMPICS

JANAKABHORN KARU-
nayadhaj has made history
by becoming the first Thai
to earn a slot in the Olympic
Games individual show
jumping competition in
Paris later this year.

Janakabhorn finished
on top of Group G (Asia/
Oceania) in the Olympic
rankings released by the
International Federation
for Equestrian Sports (FEI)
on Jan 2.

At the end of the in-
dividual qualification pe-
riod on Dec 31, the Thai
showjumper had a total of
334 points.

New Zealand’s Uma
O’Neill, who finished sec-
ond in Group G with 225
points, also qualified for
Paris 2024.

Prior to the World Cup
in Saudi Arabia in Decem-
ber, Janakabhorn trailed
O’Neill by 13 points but
a fine performance in the
tournament saw the Thai
score over 100 points and
helped her surpass the New
Zealander.

Janakabhorn missed

“STAND-UP COMEDY'S
COOLEST CUSTOMER”
THE TELEGRAPH

SCAN ME

Jan 25
EARLY BIRD 750THB

Janakabhorn at the World
Cup in Saudi Arabia.
Photo: Bangkok Post

out on a podium finish
at the 19" Asian Games,
settling for fourth place in
Hangzhou, China, last year.

“I was under a lot of
pressure last year trying
to perform well to get that
Olympic ticket. It was hard
and I wasn’t very happy
with the results and for a
while I told myself to just
focus on the Asian Games,”
she said.

“After not focusing too
much on qualifying for the
Olympics, I performed
better. I was more relaxed
and after Saudi Arabia I
was confident that I could
get that Olympic spot and
now I did.” Bangkok Post

6 0. 0.6 & ¢
THE TIMES

Phitket GNews
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www.junkyardtheatre.com

Thai Mas

BADMINTON

Bangkok Post

he star-studded Princess

I Sirivannavari Thailand

Masters 2024 will take

place between Jan 30-Feb 4 at

Nimibutr Stadium in Bangkok,
it was confirmed on Jan 5.

Reigning world champion
Kunlavut Vitidsarn, the world
No.7, will lead the Thai chal-
lenge along with Kantaphon
Wangcharoen in the men’s
singles competition of the
BWF World Tour Super 300
event.

They will face the likes of
Denmark’s Anders Antonsen,
Singapore’s Loh Kean Yew, Li
Zii Jia and Ng Tze Yong, both
from Malaysia, Kenta Nishi-
moto and Kanta Tsuneyama
and former world champion
Kento Momota, all from Japan,
and Taiwan’s Chou Tien-chen.

Thailand’s top women’s
singles players such as Ratcha-
nok Intanon, Pornpawee Cho-
chuwong, Supanida Katethong,
Busanan Ongbamrunphan will
all feature in the tournament.

They will face overseas
players include Kim Ga-Eun
of South Korea, Japan’s Aya
Ohori and Nozomi Okuhara,
the 2017 world champion,
Canada’s Michelle Li and

BIBJC!

LIVE AT THE

oL

“A DANGEROUSLY
FUNNY MAN®
THE INDEPENDENT

NEWSSTV UVE

rs set to dazle

ey - 3

Players and officials attend a press conference to announce confirmation of the Princess

Sirivannavari Thailand Masters 2024 tournament on Jan 5. Photo: Bangkok Post

Singapore’s Yeo Jia Min.

Benyapa Aimsaard and
Nuntakarn Aimsaard will
return to defend their women’s
doubles title while Jongkol-
phan Kittitharakul and Raw-
inda Prajongjai will also join
the battle.

Mixed doubles stars
Dechapol Puavaranukroh and
Sapsiree Taerattanachai, who
were runners-up last year, will
hope to do one better this time
around but the world No.6 pair
will face challenges from Hong
Kong’s world No.8 Tang Chun
Man and Tse Ying Suet and

Malaysia’s world No.9 Chen
Tang Jie and Toh Ee Wei and
fellow Thais Supak Jomkoh
and Supissara Paewsampran.
“The tournament is one
of the Olympic qualifying
events so the competition will
be intense. There are many of
the world’s top players and
several former world cham-
pions taking part this year as
they fight to qualify for the
Paris Games,” said Khun-
ying Patama Leeswadtrakul,
president of the Badminton
Association of Thailand, at
the Jan 5 press conference.

“The fans will also have a
chance to see all the top Thai
players and cheer them on. It
will be a great tournament,”
she added.

The tournament will of-
fer a total prize money of
US$210,000 (approximately
B7.2 million).

The qualifying competi-
tion will take place on Jan 30
and the main draw will start
on Jan 31.

Tickets, ranged from B800,
B400, B200 and B100, can
be purchased at Thai ticket
major outlets.

Warner goes out swinging
as Aussies sweep series

DAVID WARNER WENT OUT THE
way he began with a rumbustious innings
to guide Australia to an eight-wicket victory
and 3-0 Test series sweep over Pakistan in
Sydney last Saturday (Jan 6).

Playing in his 112" and final Test, Warner
was dismissed for 57 — just 11 runs from
finishing off the job — and left the Sydney
Cricket Ground arena before an adoring
home crowd.

Marnus Labuschagne with his 19 Test
half-century on 62 and Steve Smith on four
were there at the end as the Australians
eased to the 130-run target for the loss of
just two wickets.

“We are in the entertainment business,
happy to come out here and showcase what
I try to do all the time,” said the 37-year-
old Warner, who made his Test debut in
2011 and will go down as one of the finest
openers in cricket.

“I started with Twenty?20, tried to come
here and emulate that, tried to play my shots
and managed to get a win on the board.”

Asked how he wished to be remembered,
Warner added: “Exciting, entertaining and,
I hope, I put a smile on everyone’s face the
way I played.”

It was something of an anti-climax when
Warner, known as “The Bull”, was out — los-
ing a review for Ibw to spinner Sajid Khan.

T s

i S AR e R R
Warner leaves the pitch on what was his
final Test on Jan 6. Photo: AFP

Warner was congratulated by the Paki-
stan players, who had given him a guard of
honour as he came out for his final innings,
before he waved his bat acknowledging
the cheering crowd as he left the SCG for
the last time.

It was a typically aggressive innings
from Warner coming off 75 balls with
seven fours, replete with crashing drives
and audacious reverse sweeps.

Warner scored 8,786 Test runs at an
average of 44.59, with 26 centuries.

But he will also be remembered for
his central role in the “Sandpapergate”
ball-tampering scandal of 2018 and was a
polarising figure. AFP

'i thephuketnews
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Gunners stall against 'Pool

iverpool survived an Arsenal

I barrage to claim a place in the

FA Cup fourth round in dramatic

fashion as a pair of late goals sealed a
2-0 win last Sunday (Jan 7).

Jurgen Klopp’s side rode their luck
for long spells as Arsenal wasted a series
of chances before Polish defender Jakub
Kiwior headed Trent Alexander-Arnold’s
free-kick into his own net with 10 min-
utes left then Luis Diaz wrapped up the
smash and grab raid in stoppage-time.

Liverpool’s first FA Cup win over
Arsenal since the 2001 final was a sig-
nificant moment as the Premier League
leaders inflicted a psychological blow on
one of their main title rivals.

Arsenal have now won only once in
their last six games in all competitions, an
unexpected stumble that leaves them out
of the FA Cup and League Cup and five
points behind Liverpool in the title race.

The Reds were set to face Fulham
in the League Cup semi-final first leg
on Wednesday (Jan 10) and are also
through to the Europa League last 16.

Meanwhile Manchester City wel-
comed back talismatic midfielder Kevin
De Bruyne as the FA Cup holders
overcame Championship side Hud-
dersfield 5-0.

De Bruyne had been sidelined since
tearing his hamstring during the Premier
League opener against Burnley in August
but entered the action as a substitute in
the 57" minute to help his side stroll to

a comfortable win.

“We are incredibly delighted to
have him back because Kevin helps to
win games. Kevin is exceptional. He is
unique,” City manager Pep Guardiola
said afterwards.

Premier League strugglers Luton
were held 0-0 by third tier Bolton at
Kenilworth Road while Nottingham
Forest were also given a scare by League
One opponents as Nuno Espirito Santo’s
men recovered from two goals down
to draw 2-2 with Blackpool. Sheffield
United, bottom of the Premier League,
cruised to a 4-0 victory at fourth tier
Gillingham while Manchester United
won 2-0 at Wigan Athletic.

West Ham were held to a 1-1 draw
against second tier Bristol City, Bourne-

mouth came from two goals down at
half-time to win 3-2 at second tier QPR
while Brighton won 4-2 at Champion-
ship outfit Stoke.

Newcastle ended their 13-year wait
to beat bitter rivals Sunderland as Alex-
ander Isak’s double inspired a 3-0 win,
Chelsea eased past second tier Preston
4-0 while Aston Villa snatched a late
1-0 win at Middlesbrough.

The magic of the cup was alive and
well as Maidstone United, the lowest-
ranked team remaining in this season’s
competition, advanced to the fourth
round for the first time in their 127-
year history after beating League One
Stevenage, a side currently ranked 69
league places above them in the football
league pyramid.

FOOTBALL

MASATADA ISHII’S
reign as Thailand manager
got off to a bad start after
his team were thumped 5-0
by his compatriots in Tokyo,
Japan on New Year’s Day
(Jan 1).

Ao Tanaka opened the
floodgates early in the sec-
ond half as Japan over-
whelmed the War Elephants
in the international football
friendly at Tokyo’s National
Stadium.

Keito Nakamura, Taku-
mu Kawamura and Takumi
Minamino also found the
net for Japan, which served
as a warm-up for the Asian
Cup kicking off later this
month in Qatar.

Thailand’s Japanese
manager Ishii included
Consadole Sapporo mid-
fielder Supachok Sarachat
and Urawa Reds midfielder
Ekanit Panya in his squad.

The home team spent
most of the first half in at-
tacking territory but could
not convert a handful of
opportunities against a
defensively minded Thai

trounced in
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War Elephants get
Tokyo

iy

The Thailand team ahead of
the Tokyo friendly. Photo: AFP

=

side before the break.

Japan’s 51 minute opener
resulted from an attack trig-
gered by second-half substitute
Ritsu Doan, who made a run
down the left before swing-
ing a pass to Junya Ito. The
captain’s shot was blocked by
a defender, but Tanaka was on
hand to fire home.

Nakamura made it 2-0
in the 72" minute when he
tapped in after Minami-
no’s shot was stopped by
Thailand keeper Patiwat
Khammai.

Thailand defender Elias
Dolah scored an own goal
from a corner kick before
Kawamura headed Japan’s
fourth in the 82" minute.

Minamino sent one late
attempt wide and had an-
other stopped one-on-one by
Patiwat before slotting the
final goal in the first minute
of injury time. Bangkok Post

German football legend

Beckenbauer dies aged 78

FOOTBALL

Joachim Watzke.

Tributes poured in for

FRANZ BECKENBAUER,
who left a unique imprint on
German football as player,
captain and coach, has died
at the age of 78, the Ger-
man football association
DFB confirmed on Monday
(Jan 8).

Former captain of the
German team in the 1970s,
Beckenbauer had health
problems in his later years
and passed away last Sun-
day (Jan 7).

Known in football-mad
Germany as “Der Kaiser”
meaning “the Emperor”, he
captained West Germany
to the 1974 World Cup title
on home soil when they
beat the Netherlands 2-1
in the Munich final, then
managed the team that beat
Argentina 1-0 in Rome to
lift the trophy at Italia 90.

Beckenbauer was named
European footballer of the
year in both 1972 and 1976.
He made 424 appearances
in the Bundesliga for Bay-
ern Munich and Hamburg

a @thephuketnews

Franz Beckenbauer at the
1974 World Cup in Germany.
Photo: AFP

before joining the New York
Cosmos, where he finished his
playing career in 1983.

He then had stints as man-
ager in club football at both
Bayern and Marseille, winning
the French league title in 1991
and the Bundesliga in 1994.

In 1996, he stopped coach-
ing and his role as president
of Bayern led to a place on
the Executive Committee
with football’s governing
body FIFA.

“Franz Beckenbauer was
definitely the biggest German
footballer of all time, and
above all one of the greatest
men who I have known,” said
DFB vice president Hans-

the football icon, with
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
and former German captain
Lothar Matthaeus alike
saying “we will miss him”.

UEFA hailed Becken-
bauer as “one of European
football’s greatest sons”
who “shaped German foot-
ball like no other”, while
the English Premier League
described him as the “most
beautiful of footballers who
won it all with grace and
charm”.

FIFA President Gianni
Infantino on Instagram
called Beckenbauer “a true
legend”, saying “we’ll nev-
er forget you dear Franz,
thanks for everything.”

Beckenbauer had heart
surgery in 2016 and again
in 2017, when worrying
news about his ill health
began to emerge.

The last time he ap-
peared at Bayern Munich’s
Allianz Arena was in Au-
gust 2022, when he attended
a match against Borussia
Moenchengladbach. AFP
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Tributes pour
in for ‘Der
Kaiser’ > p15

Clockwise from left: Louise Landgraf; Dojo Phuket students; Panipak Wongpattanakit; Kunlavut Vitidsarn; Kamolphu ‘Porsche’ Anutchakun
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he year ahead promises to be
Ta spectacular one for sports

enthusiasts with an action-
packed schedule of numerous high
profile events set to take place.

Headline acts include the Olym-
pic Games in Paris, the European
Football Championships in Germany
and the AFC Asian Cup in Qatar.

Closer to home it is a big year
ahead for several Phuket-based ath-
letes too. Louise Landgraf will be
looking to continue her remarkable
rise in the golf world after a hugely
impressive past 12 months that saw
her make history by becoming the
youngest ever female winner on the
professional tour.

Last April Louise triumphed
at the Terre Blanche Ladies Open,
part of the Ladies European Tour
Access Series, at the age of 14 years,
2 months and 18 days and future
success seems all but inevitable.
She was also named amateur French
player of 2023 in the under-16
girls age group by the French Golf
Federation.

Young go-karting sensation
Kamolphu ‘Porsche’ Anutchakun
is another who will be looking to
continue his progression after a
fine year saw him dominate on the
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track to win the the 2023 TAME
Asia Series in September.

The 10-year-old, an avid Formula
One fan who has aspirations of one
day competing in the elite level
sport, will move up an age group
to the junior category this year and
is also set to travel to Bangkok later
this month to receive an award from
the Royal Automobile Association
of Thailand for his achievements.

The students at the Dojo at Blue
Tree Phuket will be keen to sustain
their fine form in national and
international tournaments having
experienced a stellar 2023 which
saw them secure a wealth of med-
als as well as top-ranked judo team
in Thailand in the under-12 age
category.

Under the expert tutelage of lead
instructor Alexis Plantard, the team
will no doubt continue to shine and
impress in the year ahead.

OLYMPIC HOPEFULS
Further afield, all eyes will turn to
the French capital as Paris hosts the
summer Olympic Games between
July 26 and Aug 11.

Taekwondo star Panipak Wong-
pattanakit was Thailand’s only cham-
pion at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
and she will again be the country’s
best bet at Paris 2024.

It will be the Surat Thani native’s
last Olympics and she is aiming
to end her career on a high note,
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having won bronze at the 2016 Rio
Olympics and been the top-ranked
fighter in the 49kg division for many
years. The 26-year-old also won her
second Asian Games gold medal in
Hangzhou last year.

In badminton, world No.7 Kun-
lavut Vitidsarn could become Thai-
land’s first ever Olympic medallist
in the sport.

Kunlavut, 22, became the coun-
try’s first ever men’s singles world
champion after beating Japan’s
Kodai Naraoka in the title match
at the BWF World Championship
in Denmark last August.

Weightlifting is Thailand’s most
successful ever event at the Olympics
with five gold medals and the team
will return to the Olympics after
they were banned from competing
at the 2020 Tokyo Games due to
doping cases.

Weeraphon Wichuma could be
a contender for a medal after win-
ning silver in the men’s 73kg class
at the 2023 Asian Games and also
winning two gold and one silver
at the 2022 world championships.

UNDISPUTED
CHAMPION
Boxing fans have much to look for-
ward to with the highly anticipated
heavyweight showdown between
Tyson Fury and Oleksandr Usyk in
Saudi Arabia set for Feb 17 where
British star Fury will put his WBC

belt on the line, with the WBA, IBF
and WBO titles held by Ukraine’s
Usyk also up for grabs in Riyadh.
The winner will be crowned the
heavyweight division’s first undis-
puted champion since Lennox Lewis
from 1999 to 2000.

Formula One celebrates its 75%
anniversary this year and will re-
sume with a packed schedule of 24
races between March and Decem-
ber. Red Bull Racing dominated
both the constructors and drivers
championships last year and current
champion Max Verstappen will be
looking for his fourth consecutive
title this season as the action kicks
off in Bahrain on Mar 2.

In tennis the usual big four Grand
Slam tournaments will be entertain-
ing fans at Wimbledon, the French,
United States and Australian Opens,
with the latter starting on Sunday
(Jan 14). Novak Djokovic goes into
the Melbourne-based tournament
looking to win a 25" grand slam
title to take him past Australia’s
Margaret Court as the single most
successful player tennis has seen.

WAR ELEPHANTS
CHARGE
Meanwhile, the Thai national foot-
ball team are in action at the AFC
Asian Cup in Qatar, which starts
today (Jan 12) and runs to Feb 10.

It will be Matasada Ishii’s first
tournament after being appointed

—
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coach of Thailand last month with
the War Elephants in Group F
with Saudi Arabia, Kyrgyzstan
and Oman.

With the six group winners plus
four best runners-up reaching the
next round, Thailand have a con-
siderable chance of getting past the
group stage.

Thailand’s results could deter-
mine the Japanese coach’s future as
coach. His tenure did not get off to
a good start, however, as the team
were defeated 5-0 by his country-
men Japan in a friendly in Tokyo
on New Year’s Day (see pl5).

There will also be a new Presi-
dent of the Football Association of
Thailand (FAT) announced on Feb
8 as incumbent Pol Gen Somyot
Poompunmuang steps down.

Nualphan Lamsam, who is
currently manager of the national
team, is considered favourite to win
the post with the backing of a large
number of clubs and big names in
Thai football.

Other sporting tournaments of
note this year include the Princess
Sirivannavari Thailand Masters, a
BWF World Tour Super 300 event,
in Bangkok later this month (see
pl4) and the sixth Asian Indoor and
Martial Arts Games, scheduled to
be held in Bangkok and Chon Buri
in November.

Additional reporting
by the Bangkok Post
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