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holds up an e-ticket receipt at the launch of the
| penalty points system. Photo: Royal Thai Police

NEW POINTS SYSTEM FOR DRIVING
LICENCES COMES INTO EFFECT

Chutharat Plerin
& Anton Makhrov
editor@classactmedia.co.th

r Wiwat Seetamanotch,
D Manager of the World Health

Organisation (WHO) — Royal
Thai Government Country Coop-
eration Strategy for Road Safety
Programme, has high hopes for the
demerit points system for traffic
violations to come into effect on
Monday (Jan 9).

The new system just might be the
catalyst needed to start encourag-
ing a change in driver behaviour in
Thailand that will finally see a fall in
the country’s notorious rate of deaths
and injuries in road accidents.

Dr Wiwat is of special importance
to Phuket. He is Vice President of the
Provincial Traffic Accident Prevention
Support Plan. As a former Deputy
Chief of the Phuket Provincial Health
Office, he has long championed road-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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safety initiatives in the province.

He is also the person who in 2015
brought to public attention Phuket’s
special place as the most dangerous
province in the country for road
accidents, at a time when Thailand
was ranked, according to officially
recognised statistics, as the most
dangerous country in the world.

Dr Wiwat sees equality as the first
main benefit of the points system,
whereby points are deducted from a
driver’s licence for each offence ac-
cordingly. “I think that it [the points
system] is a very good thing, because
in foreign countries [a similar] scoring
system creates justice for society. For
people who are wealthy, paying a fine
of B500 to B1,000 does not affect them,
but for poor people paying B500-1,000
can mean a lot compared to their in-
come. A demerit point system treats
all people equally,” he said.

“Repeated offences will see the
points given [initially 12 points] re-
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duced to zero. If a driver has a licence
suspended because all the points
have been deducted, that will plainly
indicate there is a problem in driving
behaviour or lack of knowledge,”
he added, alluding to the fact that if
repeat offenders wanted to continue
driving they would need to change
their attitude, and behaviour, towards
driving on the roads.

People being required to undergo
driver and road-safety training in
order to regain their points will have
an effect, Dr Wiwat notes. Key to
this understanding is that the penalty
for being caught without a driving
licence come Monday will be much
more severe than previously.

“The penalty for driving without
a licence, including a licence that
has been suspended, is now up to
three months’ imprisonment or a
fine of up to B10,000, or both. This
one also has the formal support of
the Department of Land Transport,
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because the number of people driving
without a licence is quite high,” Dr
Wiwat said.

Of note, during the Seven Days
of Danger safety campaigns for the
annual Songkran and New Year
holidays, driving without a licence
is traditionally the most common
traffic violation for which people are
fined. During the Songkran holidays
in 2019, the most recent year when
Phuket had a comparable number
of drivers on the roads, more than
4,500 people were stopped and fined
for driving without a licence in only
seven days.

That game has changed, as Dr
Wiwat noted, “If a person continues
driving without a licence, because it
has been suspended, then this will be
a serious offence. And if a licence
is suspended three times, then the
misconduct is habitual and the licence
may be revoked altogether. This will
prevent continued offences. ..
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“Therefore, in the long
run, every Thai person must
have a driver’s licence and law
enforcement will become more
effective. In the beginning, we
must use the laws that we al-
ready have, but those laws are
considerable, and the penalty
for driving without a licence
is now stronger,” he said.

THE SYSTEM
After more than a year in
fine tuning, the points sys-
tem to come into effect on
Monday (Jan 9) was officially
announced by national police
chief Gen Damrongsak Kit-
tiprapas and Land Transport
Department Director-General
Chirute Visalachitra on Dec 1.

Gen Damrongsak ex-
plained that the new provisions
were introduced through the
“Regulations on rules, meth-
ods and conditions relating to
the driving behaviour score
recording system of licensed
drivers, 2022” issued under

People arrive at the scene after a deadly \; /)
high-speed impact near Chalong Circle
on Dec 28. Photo: Phuket Info Center

the Traffic Act. 2522, specifi-
cally through an amendment
to Section 142/1. The changes
are to take effect on January
9, 2023.

Under the system, all Thai
driver’s licences will be as-
signed 12 points. Points will

be deducted from the licence
with each traffic violation.

been made of any effect on the
driver’s licences of foreigners

Offences, and the number of caught breaking traffic laws,

points to be deducted, have
been classified into four levels.

Of note, the points sys-
tem applies to Thai driver’s
licences only. No mention has
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other than the relevant fines
and other penalties.

Offences such as speeding,
not wearing a helmet while rid-
ing a motorbike, not wearing
a seatbelt, not stopping for a
pedestrian crossing or using
a mobile phone while driving,
will cost drivers one point for
each infringement. Disobeying
traffic signals (running a red
light), for example, will cost
drivers two points.

More serious offences such
as leaving the scene of an ac-
cident (hit-and-run) will cost
drivers three points, while
driving while drunk or un-
der the influence of another
substance will cost drivers
four points, Gen Damrongsak
explained.

These offences, 20 in total,
were under the purview of
police, Gen Damrongsak said.

Other offences regarding
the legality of operating a
vehicle on a public road were
under regulations adminis-
tered by the Land Transport
Department, and classified
separately, he added.

Offences administered by
the Land Transport Depart-
ment, numbering 42 in total,
will see points deducted only
if the offender fails to pay the
fine within the time given,
Gen Damrongsak confirmed.

Such offences included
violating traffic signs, or mark-
ings, on the road, parking in
a no-parking area, failure
to present a valid driver’s
licence while driving, and so
on, he said.

All traffic violations will
be recorded through the Royal
Thai Police ‘Police Ticket
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A notice by the Department of Land Transport lists
examples of demerit points for specific offences. Image: DLT

Management (PTM)’ database,
which will automatically de-
duct points from the respective
licences, he said.

To facilitate payment of
traffic violations, a special
‘e-Ticket’ website’ — https://
ptm.police.go.th/eTicket/ —
has been set up by the state
corporations Krung Thai
Bank and National Telecom,
he added.

People can pay fines
through the ‘Krungthai
NEXT’ and ‘Paotang’ mo-
bile banking apps without
fees. The ‘e-Ticket” website
accepts payments via debit
and credit cards.

National Telecom will cre-
ate an app called ‘KHUB DEE
through which people can
check how many points they
still have left on their licences,
Gen Damrongsak explained.

At time of press, the app
had yet to become available
on Google Play or Apple’s
App Store.

SUSPENSION

Any driver who loses all 12
points will be automatically
suspended for driving for 90
days. Any person caught driv-
ing while their licence is sus-
pended will face a fine of up to
B10,000 or up to three years in
jail, or both, in accordance with
Section 156 of the Traffic Act,
Gen Damrongsak confirmed

“If the licence is suspended
for a third time within three
years, it may be suspended for
longer than 90 days, and if the
driver’s licence is suspended
again for the fourth time, it
may be revoked altogether,”
he said.

RECLAIMING POINTS
Points will automatically be

restored one year from the
date of the offence, except
when the points result in the
licence being automatically
suspended, Gen Damrongsak
noted.

If that is the case, the
driver will have only eight
points restored on completion
of the 90 days’ suspension, he
said. The driver will have to
continue for the following year
with only those eight points.

Points may also be re-
claimed by undergoing driv-
er and road safety training
through the Land Transport
Department. People can ap-
ply to undergo the training
sessions at their local Land
Transport Office, he said.

People can apply to vol-
untarily undergo the driver
training to have points restored
if their licence has less than
six points. However, they can
undergo the training sessions
only twice within one year.

After completing a training
session, drivers must pass a
test, with the pass mark set at
60%. The training sessions
range from two to four hours,
depending on the number of
points to be reclaimed.

Drivers who fail the test
can apply to take the same
test for a second time on the
same day. If they fail again,
they can apply to take the test
for a third time within seven
days of the first test failure. It
was not explained what hap-
pens if a driver fails the test
for a third time.

Drivers can undergo spe-
cial training sessions to have
their licences restored to a full
12 points. For details people
need to contact their local
Land Transport Office, Gen
Damrongsak said.
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Shot vendor given helping hand

Noodle vendor shot by cop given work to support own family

Chutharat Plerin
thai@classactmedia.co.th

roon Thongplab, a
26-year-old noodle
vendor left para-

lysed after he was shot by a
drunk off-duty police officer
on Bangla Rd, Patong, in
February last year, has been
given a full-time job so he
can continue to provide for
his young family.

The police officer involved,
Pornthep Channaong, shot Mr
Aroon in the stomach then
taunted Mr Aroon while he
writhed on the street begging
for mercy. Pornthep even
fired another shot at close
range at Mr Aroon, luckily
missing him.

In August this year Porn-
thep was found guilty of all
charges against him initially
sentenced to 33 years and four
months imprisonment for at-
tempted murder and drug- and
gun-related charges. CCTV
footage of the incident was
instrumental in the court’s
decision.

Pornthep’s sentences were
reduced to 25 years and four
months imprisonment for

Photo: Pisona Group

attempted murder, 15 days’
jail for drug use, and a fine
for firearms offences reduced
to B1,000.

However, Pornthep was
also ordered by the court to
pay B7,992,500 in damages,
to be paid over 20 years. The
damages awarded included

the fact that Mr Aroon had
been left paralysed for life
by the bullet, which came to
rest next to his spine.

Mr Aroon and his family
were left to suffer the added
strain of financial hardship
while the case, repeatedly
delayed, was finally heard

American, 395, dies in plunge at airport

A 35-YEAR-OLD AMERICAN MAN DIED
from his injuries after plunging from a plat-
form on the third story at Phuket International
Airport on Dec 28.

The man, named only as “Mr Jason”, had
been staying at a hotel in Nai Yang, south of
the airport, since Dec 17, confirmed Airports
of Thailand Phuket branch (AoT Phuket),
which operates Phuket airport.

On Dec 20, he presented himself to a doctor
near the airport and explained that he suffered
from depression. He presented antidepressants
that he had been prescribed and a medical
certificate confirming his condition.

‘Mr Jason’ also explained that he was
stressed because he had no money to buy an
air ticket to go home and no money to spend.

The doctor reported that during this con-
versation Mr Jason was speaking normally
and rationally. The doctor advised him to keep
taking his medication and that if he needed
further treatment or different medication
he could present himself at Vachira Phuket
Hospital in Phuket Town.

The doctor also coordinated with Tourist
Police so they could provide assistance. Mr Jason
took the doctor’s advice and presented himself
at the Tourist Assistance Center (TAC) at the
airport and explained his situation that same day.

Mr Jason informed the TAC officers that
he had contacted relatives in the US, but his
relatives had not given any assistance. The TAC
then contacted the US embassy in Bangkok
in order to request the embassy to provide the
money for Mr Jason to fly home, and that he
pay the US government back later.

The request was to take the embassy
about one week to consider. The TAC staff
provided initial assistance by buying water

B @thephuketnews
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and food for Mr Jason while he waited for
the embassy’s reply.

However, for reasons unexplained by AoT
Phuket, Mr Jason reportedly refused the loan
from the embassy, instead saying he would
wait for his sister to transfer the money needed.

No further details of Mr Jason’s condition,
behaviour or mental state were reported until
about 3:08pm on Dec 28, when he jumped off a
three-story high platform at the smoking area
of the departures section of the international
terminal at the airport.

Doctors and nurses were quickly at the
scene and performed immediate first aid. He
was rushed by ambulance to Thalang Hospital
with emergency responders performing CPR
en route.

However, Mr Jason was pronounced dead at
Thalang Hospital at 4pm, AoT Phuket confirmed.

The area where the incident happened
at the airport was sealed off while security
guards assisted officers from the Sakhu Police
continued their investigation, the release AoT
Phuket concluded.

If you or anyone you know is in need of emo-
tional support and counselling, please contact
the Samaritans of Thailand at their 24-hour
hotline 02-713-6791 (English), 02-713-6793
(Thai) or Thai Mental Health Hotline at 1323
(Thai). The Phuket News

in court.

The Royal Thai Police gra-
ciously announced they would
pay for Mr Aroon’s medical
bills — though all surgeries and
treatments were provided by
Vachira Phuket Hospital, the
main government hospital on
the island.

Regardless, fundraising ef-
forts were still much needed to
help with the nurse care need-
ed after Mr Aroon returned
home, and the medical support
equipment needed, such as an
appropriate bed, to which Mr
Aroon was confined while he
was recovering. Fundraising

is closing after many years in
Phuket as the leading art gallery in Thailand.

by expats on the island raised
some B400,000 to help Mr
Aroon and his wife Kulthida
Chananan, and to support their
two young children

More good news arrived
at Mr Aroon’s household on
Dec 28, with the confirma-
tion that the Pisona Group of
companies, based in Patong
and led by local businessman
Preechawude ’Prab’ Keesin,
had him hired to organise
social activities.

Mr Prab confirmed to The
Phuket News’ Thai-language
sister newspaper Khao Phuket
that Mr Aroon will receive
B20,000 salary for his new
position.

Mr Prab also confirmed
that Mr Aroon will also take
on the role as a “CSR (Stay for
Others)” staffer working for the
Patong Development Founda-
tion, which was founded by
Mr Prab.

Mr Aroon expressed his
gratitude to Mr Prab and all
people involved for giving him
the opportunity to return to
work and earn money.

“I will be able to take
care of myself and my family
again,” he said.
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he Department of Employment

I will promote job vacancies in

Phuket to poorer provinces in

the Northeast as part of its strategy to

resolve the crippling labour crisis in
thw island’s tourism industry.

Hotels and other tourism busi-
nesses will also be encouraged to
hire former inmates and elderly
persons, and more steps will be
taken to manage the importation of
migrant labour “to do jobs that Thai
people do not want to do”, Bunyawee
Khaipan, Deputy Director-General of
the Department of Employment, said
at the at the ‘Phuket Job Fair 2022’,
held at the Central Festival Phuket
shopping mall on Dec 27.

The job fair saw 43 businesses
with more than 2,000 vacancies on
offer open to receive applications
from potential employees.

According to the Phuket Provincial
Employment Office, there are 1,423
places of employment in Phuket with
17,173 job positions waiting to be
filled, said an official report of Ms
Bunyawee’s visit.

The job fair was organised by
the Phuket Employment Office in
collaboration with the Phuket Tour-
ist Association, the Thai Hotel As-
sociation (Southern Region chapter)
and the Patong Human Resource
Management Club.

Present for the occasion were
Phuket Vice Governor Danai Su-
nantarod, Pichit Singthongkham of
the Phuket Recruitment Office and
Rangsiman Kingkaew of the Phuket
Tourist Association.

Of note, the job fair also saw
the Phuket Employment Office of-
fer career counselling services and
registration services for those looking

S0

to work abroad.

Ms Bunyawee said Minister
of Labour Suchart Chomklin was
aware of the acute labour shortage
in Phuket, especially in the hospi-
tality and tourism sectors, and had
assigned her to take action to help
resolve the crisis.

“The problem of labour shortage
in the Phuket area is the result of the
tourism situation in Phuket continu-
ing to recover after the country fully
reopened. Currently, there are about
8,000 foreign tourists travelling
through the airport each day, with
the number of tourists expected to
increase through the end of 2022
and into early 2023. In addition, the
proportion of Thai tourists increased
at 41.34% compared with 2019,” Ms
Bunyawee said.

The type of businesses with the
highest number of vacancies are hotel
and other accommodation businesses,
in the positions of front desk staff,

Labour cisi hits agend

[

A job-seeker fills in an application form at the Phuket
Job Fair before the New Year. Photo: PR Phuket

food and beverage service staff,
housekeepers and spa masseuses,
followed by tourism-related service
business and wholesale and retail
businesses, respectively, she added.

The measures were agreed on to
help resolve the labour shortage in
the short-term, Ms Bunyawee said.

The first is to promote job vacan-
cies in Phuket to provinces in the
Northeast, highlighting that Phuket
now has a minimum wage of B354 a
day, the equal highest in the country,
she said.

“The Department of Employment
will also work with educational in-
stitutions in the Northeast to offer
students work placements in Phuket
where they will gain valuable work
skills and experience,” she added.

The third short-term measure will
be the Department of Employment
working with the Department of Skill
Development Training to develop
people with work skills matching

those in short supply in Phuket, such
as Thai massage and mechanical
work. The people to be targetted
to develop the much needed skills
included vocational students and
soldiers preparing to discharge from
military service, Ms Bunyawee said.

“In the long term, we will use
career guidance for students to help
guide those looking for work to enter
the labour market with the skills in
high demand in Phuket,” Ms Bun-
yawee continued.

“In addition, we will coordinate
with businesses to hire reformed
inmates and the elderly to work, and
manage the importation of migrant
workers to replace vacancies that Thai
workers do not want to do,” she said.

“Business operators will need to
adjust their staffing policies, reduce
their requirements and focus on those
who are ready to learn and willing to
develop themselves while working,”
Ms Bunyawee said.

Cathay Pacific steps up Hong Kong flights

AIRPORTS OF THAILAND
Senior management and
staff at Phuket International
Airport (AoT Phuket) saw
in the New Year on Jan 1
by welcoming 118 arriv-
als from Hong Kong on a
Cathay Pacific flight.

The flight, CX771, was
called “the inaugural flight
of Cathay Pacific Airways,
route HKG - HKT”. Flight
services CX771 actually
resumed on Aug 10, 2021
as the first flight to return
from Hong Kong under the
‘Phuket Sandbox’ tourism

NEWSGTV uUvE@ses-
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entry scheme. Jan 1 saw the
flight service return to its
daily routine.

Present to welcome the
arrivals from Hong Kong at
Gate 15 of the International

Passenger Terminal were
Phuket airport General Man-
ager Monchai Tanode along
with airport and airline staff.
Welcome gifts were handed
to the arrivals as they disem-
barked.

The arrivals from Hong
Kong followed Phuket airport
welcoming 11,027 international
arrivals on the last day of
the year.

According to Phuket Air-
port Immigration Daily Report,
a total of 578,926 international
arrivals landed at Phuket air-
port from Nov 1 - Dec 31.

During the last two
months of the year, 161,504
Russians landed on the is-
land, with Indian nationals
far behind in second place
with 63,510 arrivals.

Rounding out the top
10 arrivals by national-
ity during November and
December were the UK
(31,974), Australia (31,531),
Singapore (31,425), Kazakh-
stan (24,673), Germany
(22,891), Malaysia (20,861),
United States (15,281) and
South Korea (14,112).

The Phuket News
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Experts play down COVID
fears as Chmese return

BANGKOK

Bangkok Post

ealth experts are
attempting to allay
concerns that new

coronavirus strains in China
may be imported into Thai-
land, saying they are less
worrisome than the dominant
strain already here.

They made the remarks as
Chinese tourists are expected
to flock back to Thailand after
Beijing reopens its borders on
Sunday (Jan 8).

Anan Jongkaewwattana,
a virologist at the National
Centre for Genetic Engineer-
ing and Biotechnology, said
that China is currently hit by
highly transmissible Omicron
strains, mainly BA.5.2 and
BF.7, which are descendants
of the BA.5 Omicron variant.

The two strains are re-
sponsible for more than half
of confirmed cases in China,
he said on Monday (Jan 2).

The highly transmissible
and immune-invasive Omicron
XBB.1.5 variant, which is
rapidly becoming dominant in
the US, has also been detected

Chinese tourists at Suvarnabhumi airport in February 2019,
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo: Bangkok Post

in China, he added.

“Interestingly, the Omicron
subvariant BA.2.75, now a
dominant strain in Thailand,
has not been detected in China
yet.

“We are concerned that
the strains in China may be
imported into Thailand.

“But BA.5.2 in China is
nothing new in Thailand be-
cause we already experienced
it. It is already starting to fade
away. The BA.2.75 subvariant
in Thailand is more worri-
some,” he added.

Dr Manoon Leechaweng-
wongs, a pulmonologist with
Vichaiyut Hospital, posted on

Facebook that Thais should
not panic about new strains
of COVID-19 in China being
imported into the country.

“Mutations of the virus
can happen anywhere in the
world. We should treat and
welcome Chinese travellers
as our guests in the same way
we do to visitors from other
countries,” he posted.

“We should stop fearing
COVID. We have to co-exist
with it and receive regular
booster shots of vaccine like
we get an influenza vaccine.
Precautions, such as wearing
masks in crowded places,
washing hands, and maintain-
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ing physical distances, are still
recommended.”

The National Committee
for Communicable Diseases
has said that screening at
airports won’t be required for
the time being. However, the
committee does expect arrivals
to show proof of vaccination
and a suitable insurance policy.

This came after Public
Health Minister Anutin Charn-
virakul said on Dec 29 that the
government would not require
Chinese visitors to take a test
for COVID-19 before or after
they arrive.

“Disease control measures
will focus not only on public
health but also economic
benefits,” Anutin said.

“We must consider eco-
nomic matters... Many Thai
people have been vaccinated.
There are medicines and hos-
pitals for infected people.
Arrivals will not pose any
serious risk.”

Meanwhile, the Tourism
Authority of Thailand is urging
business operators to ensure
their staff have received a
COVID-19 vaccine booster
to prepare for the return of
Chinese tourists.

_ ;

Expect vote buying to be
‘rampant’, warns Chuan

BANGKOK

HOUSE SPEAKER CHUAN
Leekpai has predicted that
vote-buying will be rampant
in the coming general election
as some politicians continue
to mix money with politics.

Mr Chuan said a poll con-
ducted by parliament showed
that respondents were con-
cerned about corruption and
called for measures to address
the problem.

“When it comes to money
politics, politicians will seek
political gain in an unscrupu-
lous manner,” he said on Jan 1.

“If MP candidates spend
money [buying votes], where
do they get it from? It is ob-
viously from someone who
is rich enough to give them
the money.

“We have to campaign and
tell people that if they want a
decent government, they must
choose decent MPs.

THAILANDNEWS | 5 |

N

Chuan Photo: Bangkok Post

“If they want an honest
government, they must vote
for honest MPs. If you voted
in corrupt people, you get a
corrupt government, and the
problem will befall the people
and the country.

“In the next election, we
must not vote for corrupt
politicians.”

Mr Chuan also admitted
he was concerned that money
politics and corrupt politicians
would lead to the military
staging another coup.

“The current constitution
which has been touted as being
designed to stamp out graft
has still failed to achieve that
goal as corruption continues
to rise,” he said.

He also noted that several
parties are now focused on
voters in the South despite the
region not having many House
seats up for grabs compared
to other regions, particularly
the Northeast.

Bangkok Post

076 33 8888 |

SALA

RESTAURANT

Al Fresco dining at it's best, on the shores of Mai Khao Beach.
Offering an exceptional blend of mouth watering international
cuisine and scrumptious traditional Thai delicacies.

Located beachfront at
SALA Phuket Mai Khao Beach Resort

SALA

PHUKET
MAI KHADO BEACH

www.salaphuket.com
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1. How many/m@vies was Elvis Presley in?

\\§

Across

1. Labor

5. Hot chocolate?
10. Spanish liqueur

2. What was the Latin name of Paris in Roman times? 14 gajcony section

3. The shortest recorded war in history - between 38  15. Suffix with sect
and 45 minutes - was fought between which countries?  16. Foofaraw

4. With a height of 979 metres and a plunge of 807m,
where is Angel Falls, the world’s highest waterfall?

17. Nuclear alternative
20. Saw things
21. Peron, to friends

5. In which two countries is Coca-Cola not sold? 22, Open tract
Answers below, centre 53 Organic compound

SUDOKU

27. Bibliophile’s suffix
30. Copy cats?

31. Bookworm

35. O0.T. book

36. Peter, Paul or Mary
39. “Brave New World”

drug
40. Some political set-

ups
44, Child of fortune?

45. La

46. Links prop

47. Radio format

GOT YOUR

Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York

68. Man Friday

69. Long key

70. Hole in the wall?
71. Part of BYO 33
72. Passed out

34. Tears down, in the

73. Work units
U.K.

Down 37. Interpol song
1. Map 38. Peter and others
2. Unfrequented 41. Victorian
3. Arch type 42, Hypothetical
4. Profundity substance
5. Extreme 43.___Books, digital
6. Neighbor of Wash. library
7. Martial arts expert 48. River to Donegal
8. Statistic, e.g. Bay
9. Biased
10. 20s dispenser 49. Zoomed
11. Short fiber 53. Speculate
12. Kind of talk 54. Kind of ray
13. ___Dbean 55. Guts

18. Hindu doctrine 56. Abide
19. Sister of King

pajyun (€ ‘enaint (g ‘G 1se9| Je ul painjesy ‘salrowW TE Ul paiiel siA|g (T

32. “Amerry heart
___good like a
medicine”: Proverbs

. Eurasian wheat

57. Cairo’s river

Visit: www.ilovecrosswords.com

Arthur ; ;

58. Pakistani language . y .
24 Affixabrandto gy Solutions to last week’s puzzles:

50. Garden whistler? 25. Dweebs 62. Air bag? Tl ATVl T S[s AR
51. Store posting: Abbr.  26. N.C.A.A. ’ . ) RERE ANEER RARRE 9 4216 7 118 53
52. Wedding attendant tournament 63. Retired fleet el il sl clal | ™ [elof 157 3|4 2 8|6 9 1

. . PlH O N[E|P[AlR[ T|] Y[ L] I[N E[S
56. Paltry amount division 65. Occupational suffix RERREER “el Al R] L 1 86|39 5|4 2|7
59. Auto parts giant 27.Eenif 66. Come together T T e 2 . 3 68|94 2|7 15
60. Old Spanish coins 28. Certain post 67. Computer monitor, SR el el VI n[ el Tl o[ sl 17 2 5]1/6 3|9 4|8
64. Family entertainment 29. Duck for short e |4 1. 9]8 5 7|3 6 2
“Al"V[ €| R “8| e["™H[ €] s| T 8 34|21 9|5 76
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2.5

days are spent every year by
the average American looking
for misplaced items.

85

percent of people in the US
believe they are less biased
than the average American.

1911

is the year when a baseball

team of death-row prisoners

had their executions delayed
if they kept winning.

156,721

people have sighed a petition
for the next heavy metal
in the periodic table to be
named ‘Lemmium’, after
Motorhead’s Lemmy.

31
trillion

US dollars is the current
national debt of the United
States, the largest external

debt in the world.

Source: Uberfacts
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January 6, 1929

Mother Teresa arrives in Cal-
cutta, India, to begin her work
among India’s poorest and
sick people.

January 7, 2015

Two gunmen commit mass
murder at the offices of Charlie
Hebdo in Paris, shooting 12
people execution style, and
wounding 11 others.

January 8, 1297

Frangois Grimaldi, disguised
as a monk, leads his men to
capture the fortress protecting

the Rock of Monaco, establish-
ing his family as the rulers of
Monaco.

January 9, 2007

Apple CEO Steve Jobs in-
troduces the original iPhone
— the first smartphone model
designed and marketed by
Apple Inc, colloquially known
as the “iPhone 2G” after 2008
— at a Macworld keynote in
San Francisco.

January 10, 49 BC
Julius Caesar crosses the Ru-
bicon river, in northeastern

/ Steve Jobs and the first
/' iPhone. Photo: AFP

Italy, just south of Ravenna,
signalling the start of civil war.

January 11, 532 AD
Nika riots in Constantinople:

A quarrel between supporters
of different chariot teams — the
Blues and the Greens — in
the Hippodrome escalates
into violence. Nearly half of
Constantinople is burned or
destroyed and tens of thou-
sands of people are killed in
one week of unrest.

January 12, 1554
Bayinnaung, who would go on
to assemble the largest empire
in the history of Southeast
Asia, is crowned King of
Burma.

Source: Wikipedia
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Andy Tong Dee

hen I go home to the UK, I am amazed
to see so much musical creativity, with
ordinary pub bands sometimes playing
more of their own songs than covers.
Such creativity has served us well, pro-
ducing the best pop group in the world
(The Beatles), the finest rock group (Led
Zeppelin) and the world’s most creative
solo artist (David Bowie). It is an astonishing achieve-
ment for a country of just 60 million.

Sadly, when I come back to Phuket, all I seem to
ever hear played live in music venues in English are
cover songs from before 1990. However, while Phuket
may be trapped in something of a rut creatively, I be-
lieve there are grounds for hope we can get out of it.

Gary Crause of the Phuket Academy of Performing
Arts is aware of the importance of musical creativ-
ity — no one achieves stardom playing songs by other
people. Gary drills this into his students, and not just
his students. I saw his son Blaze play only his own
songs at the Lean On Me Festival two years back.
Gary’s own band, Dark Fiber, also contributed a fine,
all-original set that day with fellow local songwriter
Rob Cook on guitar.

Rock veteran guitarist, Colin Hill, has written
songs since he was 15, and he often slips a few into
his sets. He told me that some of his songs still turn
up on Australian Indie radio stations long after he left
to come here, also that some of his songs online have
had over 50,000 listeners.

His fellow Australian musician Mike Mitchell runs
a music school at his VK Studios in Cherng Talay,

Phitket GNews

Anteo Quintavalle.

where he, like Gary, encourages his students to get
creative. Mike won a major songwriting competition
some years ago and, listening to his song Broken
Wings, I can well understand why. A brilliantly-
crafted ballad about an often self-destructive need
to please others, such an offering can easily stand its
ground on any radio station alongside Colin’s.

Colin has played for a couple of years now at the
Mexican Bar in Boat Avenue, Laguna, and it’s here
that he became friends with its co-owner, Anteo Quin-
tavalle. Anteo asked Colin to help him record his own
songs and, after much hard work, Anteo released an al-
bum of his songs on Dec 23, ‘One Step at a Time’, with
Mike Mitchell contributing drums, keyboard and bass.

Asked why he wanted to write his own songs, An-
teo told me, “I believe creativity is a human purpose,
and those whose lives are deficient in this will feel
somehow unfulfilled. I find songwriting can wake up
buried memories and experiences and give them new
life and meaning.”

Listening to the album, it soon became clear his
songs are deeply introspective and emotional. I was

ENTERTAINN

NT 71 K

particularly drawn to the song Our Time Will Come.
Anteo described it: “It’s a spiritual song written dur-
ing the latter stages of the COVID pandemic, a time
when I was moved by the stories of friends who had
been separated from their families and loved ones in
their final moments.”

However, sad and reflective though his songs may
sometimes be, there is a message of hope running
like a golden thread through them, a thread best seen
in the album’s title track One Step at a Time. Anteo
remarks, “It’s a song about unearthing self-belief and
finding new purpose in our lives, understanding that
all things are possible with determination and faith.”

Anteo has been performing some of these songs
with Colin at the Mexican Bar with some success.
“They have been well received when performed live,
getting more applause and compliments than the sta-
ple classic rock cover songs also played,” he said.

This proves that any worries Phuket’s musicians
may have about performing newer and original songs
are entirely misplaced, that Phuket’s tourists and ex-
pats are waiting to hear them, and not just the same
old, tired, done-to-death cover songs from over 30
years ago.

So, all you budding Bob Dylans out there, don’t be
afraid to pick up that guitar and write and perform
your own songs. For now in Phuket, as that great
Nobel-winning songwriter once sang, “The times they
are a-changing!”

Anteo’s album One Step at a Time can be heard on
Spotify. Check out SoundCloud for original songs

by Mike Mitchell, Dark Fiber and the Colin Illy Hill
Band. Rob Cook’s can be found on Bandcamp (Rob C).

Andy Tong Dee is a local expat and musician living
in Phuket. Find out more about Phuket’s music venues
and artists at his website www.phuketmusicscene.com.

THAILAND INTERNATICNAL
1‘&‘ BOAT SHOW —\
B Bright\/iew

urgery

PLEASE JOIN THE THAILAND INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW
A LUXURY LIFESTYLE EVENT 2023

ARLANG BALLROOM

ArrRIVE 7.30 PM. | Dinner 8.00 PM.

DRESs CODE:

LADIES: COCKTAIL OR EVENING DRESS
GENTLEMEN: JACKET & TIE OR BLACK TIE OPTIONAL

. J 4
INTERCONTINENTAL  5ceans For ALL

PHURET KEFOQRT

14™ JANUARYEC523

INTERCONTINENTA

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING UNTIL LATE

5-COURSE SET MENU

MAIN COURSE
HALF COOK SCALLOP

STARTER L | fe “Total solution_ to say goodbye

CHARRED OCTUPUS

OR © to eye glasses - Forever”
SLOW COOK BEEF CHEEK
or without
AUTUMN SOUP .

Your key solution to a world
without glasses.

MISO ROASTED EGGPLANT

CARBS
CANNOLO

DESSERT )
DRUNKEN TIRAMISU Quick and easy procedure,

fast recovery.

glasses,
after :

BEVERAGES FREE FLOW PACKAGE INCLUDING
State-of-the-art technology to

bring back your youthful or
Maximize your vision.

SPARKLING, WHITE, RED
ROSE, BEER, SOFT DRINK
AND JUICE

e Lifetime solution for cataract,

I
you're 507
free yourself worrying cataract

Yes, it is possible! degeneration.

To know more about BrightView Surgery, please contact us at

@@u www.brightviewcenter.com @) +66 7625 4425 .;\/@ BPK.Intermarketing@bgh.co.th

Ticket Price: 7,499 nett per person inclusive

For more information please contact +66 (0) 76 600 225
email: phusanisa.t@thailandinternationalboatshow.com

churchills  FEM FN vednes iy ASn R

£

F @
t
(
=

4 S MERLWE - BT [ AT Wk RS JETSETTER Rl Pt
PMG  meuwl AT e RT [CRIRTTRY ) ﬁ ¥

BANGKOK c =
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www.phukethospital.com

MEMBER OF ms

ALCOHOL MAY BE HEALTH HAZARD!
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e @thephuketnews
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COUNTDOWN IN PATONG

For the first time in three years, thousands of people turned
out on Patong Beach to usher in the New Year. The crowds
made their way along Soi Bangla to the beachfront, where
they were entertained by live music concerts and DJs, all
concluding with the countdown into the New Year and a
spectacular fireworks display over Patong Bay.

RIESID ENT I AL
__ Phuket's No.l Trusted Real Estate Advisor

Are You Trying To Sell
Your Phuket Property?

List Your House, Villa or Luxury Condo with
Thai Residential

and Increase Your Chances

of a Successful Sale.

PHUKET@THAIRESIDENTIAL.COM | +66 948411918 | WWW.THAIRESIDENTIAL.COM
THAIRESIDENTIAL CO., LTD. 82/37 SAM PAO COURTYARD, MOO4, PATAK ROAD, T.RAWAI, PHUKET, 83130

Q thephuketnews
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CORPORATE SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vater|

Q 166833947430 © chemg Talay & Rawai Phuket Thailand
® wwwasiagtechcom ® bruno@asiagtech.com

ASIA GREEN TECH 4}

roofing & Crack Repai

o
N«
VEeRTIGO

VIDEQ PRODUCTIONS

GREEN TECHNQLOGIES
i

Drone Survey

WE MAKE YOU
LOOK GOOD.

CM Asia Co., Ltd quallty services since 2003
ofﬁcecm -asia.com 086-9439834

| VERTIGOVIDEO
PRODUCTIONS.COM

Q@ +66833947430 © chemg Tatay & Rawai Phuket Thailand|

ASIA GREEN TECH
’ @ wwwasiagtechcom © bruno@asiagtech.com

GREEN TECHNOLOGIES
HIGH ELECTRICITY BILL ???

= .- SMART TILES
L[l.[l@ - U[l: Tile Leveling System

Baan Wana - Cherng Talay
PHUKET'S QUALITY TiLE BOUTiQUE Tel . 076 620 ‘68

WOOD FLOOR
PHUKET -20 YEARS

Solid' wood floors and.engineering:
Decks supplied and installed - Teak &&NZ Pine.

€ /solidwoodfloorphuketthailand
O Matt 081 271 2684 or Jessika 062 372 6624

www.tile-asia.com | letstalk@tile-asia.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT MARINE SERVICES

S UPHOLSTERY Marine El:lgi_neering
CUSIRIEATIMN Specialists
WALLPAPER
SR T
CARPET

YANMAR

0095 428 2299, 076 ?16 666

CtomakTo PhitketONeiws § WINDSW

Kapra lNxyrera
'";s;m Whereto

P H I'I KET? Hosocrn(Plxykera 222 ) ed

Contact: gm@classactmedia.co.th

B@thephuketnews le 8945m ﬁﬁEW@- V



hithet GNews

THEPHUKETNEWS.COM I FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 2023

STEAR HOUSE STEAR HOUSE
& &

RESTAURANT RESTAURANT

D818 Vises Road, D818 Vises Road,

Oli: 081/891 4381 Oli: 081/891 4381
s shakerypimber com s shakerypimber com
shakeriplink € grsilcom shakerphnk e gwailcom

FB: shalierphnbia FB: shalierphnbia
Friday Mussels Night Sunday Roast

6 PM onwards: Belgian style mussels served with
French Fries. All you can eat. Your choice, Your
style: Mariniere, Selected drinks, Provencale, Garlic
& cream, Creamy curry, Blue cheese or Thai style
We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 325 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

Grow Boating Evening

We look forward to seeing you at the Grow Boating
Evening at the Isola restaurant at the Royal Phuket
Marina from 5pm on Friday the 6th of January. We
are delighted to announce that our sponsor for the
evening will be Asia Sponsoswrship News who
opened an office in RPM in October 2022. Asia
Sponsorship News (ASN) is the leading market
intelligence service for the sponsorship industry.
See https://asiasponsorshipnews.com/ There will
be a delicious buffet sponsored by Isola Restaurant
for all attendees and as always, all your favourite
beverages will be available from the bar. Come and
join in the fun, everyone is welcome and there is no
entry fee and if you know anyone you think would
be interested in coming, please invite them along.
To join our mailing list please send an email to
growboatingphuket@gmail.com Find us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/groups/growboatingphuket
Grow Boating is kindly supported by our media
partner The Phuket News, Live 89.5 radio and Phuket
News TV. See www.thephuketnews.com

12PM — 9PM: All you can eat Sunday Roast Buffet
Beef, Pork & Capon chicken — Cauliflower, Broccoli,
Peas, Carrots, Fried mushrooms, Grilled Tomatoes
— Yorkshire pudding — Roasted Potatoes, Mashed
Potatoes — Gravy, Mushroom sauce, Horse raddish,
Mint Sauce. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
350 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

STEAK HOUSE
&

RESTAURANT
9418 Vises Road,

i 081891 4381

s shakerypimber com

shakergplinkedpnailcom
FB: shalerplinbir

Monday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked
to order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages,
Fish, Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies,
Choice of potatoes, cold and hot sauces, Bread, Buns
& garlic bread. We have a kid’s playground zone.
Adults: 395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195
baht P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.
com/shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18
Vises Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

STEAK HOUSE
&

RESTAURANT
08718 Vises Road,
Rawai
Oli: 081/891 4381

s shakerypimber com

shakergplinkedpnailcom
FB: shalerplinkir

o]
Wednesday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked to
order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, Fish,
Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies, Choice of
potatoes, cold and hot sauces, Bread, Buns & garlic
bread. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381
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A LUXURY LIFESTYLE EVENT

TOREGISTERGOTO
WWw. thmlandmtemuhonu|boolshow com

Thailand International
Boat Show 2023

The Thailand International Boat Show A Luxury
Lifestyle Event (TIBS) will take place at Royal Phuket
Marina between 12 — 15 January 2023. Entrance to
the show is free and you can register online at www.
thailandinternationalboatshow.com. Children’s day
entertainment will take place on the afternoon of the
14th of January and further entertainment will take
place every evening in the town square for all to enjoy.
For more information please contact Phusanisa.t@
thailandinternationalboatshow.com or call +66 (0)
76 600 225.

PLEASE JOIN THE THAILAND INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW
A LUXURY LIFESTYLE EVENT 2023

ARLANG BALLROOM

s 7.30 PM. | Drowr B.00 FM.

Ongss Cooe:

LADIES: Coca on Evmas Desss
GENTLEMEN: Jacery 5 TiE ot BLAGE TE OPToHaL
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Ticket Price: 7,495 nett per persan inclusive

TIBS Charity Gala Dinner

The Thailand International Boat Show A Luxury
Lifestyle Event will host a Charity Gala Dinner which
will take place at the InterContinental Phuket Resort,
Kamala on the evening of Saturday 14th of January
2023. An evening of food, drink and entertainment
will make this event a great start to 2023 and booking
is essential as space is limited. For more information
and to book tickets please contact Phusanisa.t@
thailandinternationalboatshow.com or call +66 (0)
76 600 225

é

- BLUE TREE

HIP HOP NIGHT AT

BLUE TREE BEACH CLUB

HIP HOP NIGHT AT BLUE TREE BEACH CLUB
featuring FFHERO POK MINDSET DJ BOMBER
SELECTA Hip Hop lovers don’t miss it! Get ready for
a HUGE PARTY “HIP HOP NIGHT at BLUE TREE
BEACH CLUB” featuring F.HERO, POK MINDSET
and DJ BOMBA SELECTA with beach vibes and
stunning views over Blue Tree Lagoon. It’s going to
be an epic night. Saturday, 21 Jan 2023 at Blue Tree
Phuket — kittikhuns@bluetree.fun, 076-602435.

Australia Day Phuket
Sundowners

AustCham Thailand, in collaboration with Australian
Alumni, American Chamber of Commerce in Thailand
(AMCHAM), British Chamber of Commerce Thailand
(BCCT), Belgian-Luxembourg/Thai Chamber of
Commerce, CanCham Thailand, Franco-Thai
Chamber of Commerce (FTCC), German-Thai
Chamber of Commerce (GTCC), Netherlands-Thai
Chamber of Commerce (NTCC), Phuket Chamber
of Commerce and Thai-Swedish Chamber of
Commerce, is delighted to invite you to join us for
“Australia Day Phuket Sundowners” at Renaissance
Phuket Resort & Spa, on Friday 27th January 2023,
from 18.00-21.00 hrs. A celebration of all things
Australian, join us for your favourite Australian food
& beverages, and welcome in the New Year as the
first business networking event of 2023! 500 THB for
AustCham members, partner Chambers’ members,
and Australian Alumni Members 900 THB for non-
members Accommodation: TBA Please register
in advance, as walk-ins are not allowed for this
event. Limited spaces, please book early to avoid
disappointment. office@austchamthailand.com

L eussrens ] eroreRry ror new

Massage for Painful Muscles
Using Therabody technology, only THB 500 for 1 hour. Location Ban Don, easy

parking. Call for appointment 092 805 3522.

BOATS, YACHTS FOR SALE

admin@motorium.co.th

BOAT Merry Fisher 1095 FLY

Three double cabins. Generous equipment. Ad-
ditional living space with flybridge Integrated
electric steering + autopilot Cockpit shower (hot
& cold water) 220V water heater Fresh water
electric toilet 2 Garmin chart plotters 2 wood cockpit tables + Flybridge
table. Sundeck+sun pad on Flybridge Bow Thruster 2 Fridges + microwave
Teak floor Length: 10.45 M Engine Type: Outboard YAMAHA F300x2 Fuel
Capacity: 400 L x2 Water Capacity: 260 L Passengers: 10 Pax 0985308234

CARS, TRUCKS
FOR SALE

RIB for sale
- Interceptor 50ft

The Interceptor 50ft is a wonderful spa-
cious and stable boat for families. She
features twin Yamaha four stroke engines
350hp and two cabins (one including a
head). She is available for viewing and sea
trials. Kindly contact the owner Giorgio 081-827-1947, 6,000,000, Giorgio,
Drake Marine Shipyard, giorgionaef@aol.com, 081-827-1947

i Luxury Ocean View Pool V|IIa

The Cube Villa Kalim, is a modern ocean view
pool villa with over 800sgm living space with a
private 90 sqm infinity saltwater pool. Ocean
Rock Villa Estate, 9/4 Soi Prabaramee 7, Kalim i
Beach, Patong, hello@the-cube-villa-kalim.com,
+66(0)92 870 6065,

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR RENT

Bangtao private villa
Bangtao private half acre villa setting, 5 ensuite
bed, 7 baths, 2 kitchens, 3 pools, gym, sauna,
2 min walk to beach, 24 hr security. Weekly,
monthly rates. Available until Jan 04/23. Call
08189270821 or email nokey@loxinfo.co.th

Ford Fiesta
— Excellent Cond

Original Owner, Dealer Serviced,

i 225,000. Call 084 844 4504.

ﬂhukﬂ
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West Style House in Chiang Rai

Modern 2-Storey This house was built using quality mate-
rial and western engineering standards including 9.5” main :
| supports and partiell double walls.Living space 240m2. :
Complete Landspace 600m2, 2.700.000, Carlos, Chiang
Rai/Donsila, c.weidner@posteo.de, +66912457809

i All Records, Oil Changes Early, :
i Good Tyres, Perfect Condition. THB :

OWNER GOING
BACK HOME

FOR SALE: FURNISHED HOUSE WITH INCOME IN PAKLOK 500 MTRS FROM
i HEROINES MONUMENT. FOR SALE: ONE RAI PLUS OF LAND CLOSE TO

MISSION HILLS GOLF COURSE 10 MINUTES TO INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
¢ 15 MINUTES TO AIRPORT. Interested party contact owner on 093 629 4400. :
: jmicchia@yahoo.com

Land for sale near
Mission Heights

Land is 1,656 square meters approx on 3
Chanote titles. Has concrete road, water
and electric. Small quiet village close i
to Mission Heights. I’'m looking for 4.3
s million Baht ONO. Call 093 629 4400.
=== ""91 jccurtainshuahin@gmail.com

Alcoholics
Anonymous

If you want to drink
that is your business

“"_JI\L’»- J-h L1 LA -\-d'

\.-r-.\-lvl UIatiS ours

Daily Meetings
Patong, Chalong,
Phuket Town,
Bang Tao & Karon

CALL

081 895 4763
help@aaphuket.org

Google [wwasnkercom

'i thephuketnews
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Gunners go seven points
clear as Man C|ty sllp up

FOOTBALL

rsenal head into 2023 with a
Aformidable seven-point lead at

the top of the Premier League
after a 4-2 win at Brighton, while Man-
chester City’s title defence suffered a
major setback as Everton snatched a
1-1 draw against the champions last
Saturday (Dec 31).

Mikel Arteta’s side powered to a fifth
successive league victory thanks to goals
from Bukayo Saka, Martin Odegaard,
Eddie Nketiah and Gabriel Martinelli on
New Year’s Eve at the Amex Stadium.

“It’s a big win against a really good
side,” Arteta said. “We know the other
results, but we know our success will
be from what we do.”

Arsenal’s ninth win in their last 10
league matches was even sweeter com-
ing just hours after second placed City
stumbled at the Etihad Stadium.

Pep Guardiola’s side blew the lead
given to them by Erling Haaland as
Demarai Gray scored an eye-catching
equaliser for struggling Everton.

City have failed to win two of their
last three league games and head into
2023 in danger of surrendering the title
they have won four times in the last
five seasons.

Guardiola stayed positive, saying:
“Dropping points at home is always
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Arsenal’s Eddle Nketiah (centre) takes a strike at r
goal in the 4-2 win against Brighton. Photo: AFP @

tough. But we played really good in the
last three games and it makes me feel
optimistic.”

Elsewhere, Marcus Rashford re-
sponded to his benching for missing a
team meeting after over-sleeping with
the late strike that clinched Manchester
United’s 1-0 win at Wolves.

United manager Erik ten Hag dropped
Rashford because of an “internal dis-
ciplinary” issue that broke “our rules”.

The 25-year-old’s exile only lasted
until half-time when he was sent on
by Ten Hag in a move that proved the
catalyst for fourth placed United to
seal their fifth successive win in all
competitions.

Third placed Newcastle’s six-match
winning run came to a halt in a 0-0 draw
against Leeds at St James’ Park, while
Joao Palhinha’s last-gasp goal sealed
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Fulham’s 2-1 win against Southampton,
who sit bottom of the table after a fifth
successive defeat.

Crystal Palace eased to a 2-0 win at
Bournemouth as Patrick Vieira’s side
ended their three-match goal drought
thanks to Jordan Ayew and Eberechi Eze.

Tottenham’s New Year got off to
a terrible start a they were beaten 2-0
at home by Aston Villa, meaning they
have now won only two of their past
seven matches.

For Villa it meant back-to-back away
league wins as they continue to improve
under new manager Unai Emery.

Spurs remain in fifth place one ahead
of Liverpool who were surprisingly
beaten 3-1 by Brentford on Monday
thanks to strikes from Bryan Mbeumo,
Yoane Wissa and an Ibrahima Konate
own goal. AFP

Andoo Comanche. Photo: Andrea Francolini

Andoo Comanche wins
Sydney to Hobart race

AUSTRALIAN SUPER-
maxi Andoo Comanche se-
cured a fourth line honours
victory in the gruelling Syd-
ney-Hobart ocean race on Dec
28, but fell short of setting a
new course record.

The 100-foot yacht, skip-
pered by John Winning Jnr,
triumphed in a nail-biting fin-
ish after leading the blue water
classic for much of the race.

It completed a quartet of
line honours wins for the boat
in the prestigious event since
2015 under a third different
owner.

Andoo Comanche crossed
with a time of one day, 11
hours, 56 minutes and 48
seconds — about 20 minutes in
front of rival supermaxi Law
Connect — and just under three
hours short of its own record.

The current race record of
one day, nine hours, 15 minutes
and 24 seconds was set by the
same Comanche boat under a
different skipper in 2017.

Winning Jnr was part of
the team that won the event
in 2016, but said it was some-
thing special to skipper his
OWN Crew.

“To do it in a campaign
that I was part of putting
together is really quite excep-
tional,” he said.

The 109-strong racing fleet
set off from a sun-splashed
Syndey Harbour on Boxing
Day (Dec 26) to chart their
way through the 628-nauti-
cal mile course (1,163km) to
Hobart.

Last year’s defending
champion Black Jack crossed
third, followed by Wild Oats,
which fell behind after tearing
one of its sails earlier in the
race. AFP
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razilian football icon
Pele, widely regarded
as the greatest player

of all time and a three-time
World Cup winner who mas-
terminded the “beautiful
game”, died last Thursday
(Dec 29) at the age of 82.

The Albert Einstein
hospital in Sdo Paulo treating
Pele said in a statement that
his death after a long battle
with cancer was caused by
“multiple organ failure”.

Named athlete of the
century by the International
Olympic Committee in 1999,
Pele is the only footballer in
history to have won three
World Cups — in 1958, 1962
and 1970.

Nicknamed “O Rei” (The
King), he scored more than

1,000 goals in one of the most
storied careers in sport, before
retiring in 1977.

He had been in increa-
singly fragile health, battling
kidney problems and
colon cancer — undergoing
surgery for the latter in
September 2021, followed
by chemotherapy.

Reaction instantly began
flowing in, with current
Brazilian star Neymar saying
Pele had “transformed football
into an art”.

‘SAMBA FOOTBALL’
Born Oct 23, 1940, in the
southeastern city of Tres
Coracoes, Edson Arantes
do Nascimento — Pele’s real
name — grew up selling
peanuts on the street to help
his impoverished family get
by. His parents named him for
American inventor Thomas
Edison.
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_ Pele after winning the World Cup with Brazil in 1970. The football legend passed away on Dec 29. Photo: AFP

But he was soon given
the nickname Pele, for his
mispronunciation of Bile, the
name of a goalkeeper at Vasco
de Sao Lourenco, where his
footballer father once played.

Pele dazzled from the age
of 15, when he started playing
professionally with Santos.
He led the club to a flurry
of titles, including back-to-
back Intercontinental Cups,
against Benfica in 1962 and
AC Milan in 1963.

Known for his genius
with the ball, he epitomized
the sublime style of play
called “samba football” in
Brazil, where he was declared
a “national treasure”.

He scored an all-time
record 1,281 goals in 1,363
matches for Santos (1956-74),
the Brazilian national team,
and the New York Cosmos
(1975-77).

But beyond his records,

he will be remembered for
revolutionising the sport,
his ever-present number 10
on his back.

The first global football
star, he played a lead role in
the game’s transformation into
a sporting and commercial
powerhouse, tapping his
preternatural athleticism
despite his relatively small
size — 1.70 meters (just under
five-foot-seven).

He also played with heart,
visible in the iconic black-and-
white footage of the 17-year-
old phenom bursting into tears
after helping Brazil to its first
World Cup title, in 1958.

Eight years earlier, seeing
his father cry when Brazil
lost the 1950 World Cup final
at home to Uruguay, he had
promised to bring the trophy
home one day.

Pele reached the pinnacle
of his greatness at the 1970

World Cup in Mexico, the first
broadcast in colour, where he
starred on what many consider
the greatest team of all time,
with talents such as Rivellino,
Tostao and Jairzinho.

He was often welcomed
like royalty when travelling
abroad with Santos or the
national team. Legend has it
in 1969 his arrival in Nigeria
was the occasion for a 48-hour
truce in the bloody Biafra war.

Pele declined offers to
play in Europe, but signed for
a brief, lucrative swan song
with the New York Cosmos at
the end of his career, bringing
his star power to the land of
“soccer”.

His reign extended beyond
the pitch, with gigs as a movie
star, singer and later sports
minister (1995-1998) — one
of the first black Cabinet
members in Brazil.

But he faced criticism at

times in Brazil for remaining
quiet on social issues and
racism, and for what some
saw as his haughty, vain
personality.

Unlike Argentine rebel
Diego Maradona, his rival
for the title of greatest of all
time, Pele was seen as close
to those in power — including
Brazil’s 1964-1985 military
regime.

He was deeply moved
when Maradona, his longtime
friend and rival, died of a
heart attack in 2020 at age 60.
“The world has lost a legend,”
he wrote at the time.

“One day, I hope, we will
play soccer together in the
sky,” he commented at the
time.

Pele’s funeral was held on
Monday at the Santos Stadium
in Sao Paulo with thousands
of fans and dignitaries in
attendance.

War Elephants on course to defend AFF t|tle

FOOTBALL

THAILAND REMAIN ON TRACK
to defend their Asean Football Fed-
eration (AFF) Championship after
winning their qualifying group and
advancing to the semi-final stage.

In their final Group A match of
the AFF Mitsubishi Electric Cup
2022 on Monday (Jan 2) the War
Elephants defeated Cambodia 3-1
to top the group on 10 points, ahead
of Indonesia on goal difference,
and progress to tomorrow’s (Jan

7) semi-final first leg.

Goals from Sumanya Purisai
and a brace from Teerasil Dangda
at Thammasat Stadium in Bangkok
ensured they defeated Cambodia
to follow up on previous wins
against Brunei (5-0) on Dec 20
and the Philippines (4-0) on Dec
26. Thailand drew their other
group game 1-1 against Indonesia
on Dec 29.

Thailand’s semi-final opponents
will be the runner-up in Group B
which, at time of press, had yet
to be determined, with Vietnam,
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Singapore and Malaysia all vying
for second place.

Despite starting Monday’s game
top of the group and marginally
ahead of Indonesia on goal dif-
ference, the War Elephants knew
a defeat would mean exiting the
competition at the first hurdle for
the first time since 2010.

They also ran the risk of a
second-place finish if Indonesia
were able to beat the Philippines
in Manila by a sufficient margin in
a game that kicked off at the same
time as the Bangkok encounter.

However, Indonesia could only
register a 2-1 win against their op-
ponents, meaning Thailand’s 3-1
win was enough for them to finish
as group winners.

Thailand dominated the opening
exchanges against Cambodia on
Monday with Teerasil scoring his
first, a penalty, just before half-time
and Purisai making it 2-0 shortly
after the restart.

Sieng Chanthea pulled one back
for the Cambodians midway through
the second half but Teerasil’s second
goal of the game put the game out
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Teerasil Dangda. Photo: AFP

of reach and ensured the victory.

Thailand will next play the
runners-up of Group B tomorrow,
with the first leg away from home,
before they return to Bangkok for
the return meeting on Monday (Jan
9). Ben Tirebuck
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