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team from Life Saving Vic-
toria in Australia are on the
island to provide essential

training to hotel staff at the tourist-
popular beaches along Phuket’s west
coast in the hope of preventing more
drowning deaths during the island’s
notorious southwest monsoon.

The very experienced lifeguards
arrived after Australian Ambassador to
Thailand Dr Angela Macdonald joined
a ‘Collaboration in Water Safety’ event
in Patong on July 25 to mark World
Drowning Prevention Day.

Rescue workers recover the body of 22-year-old Senegal national Chelkhouna Ba who |
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, drowned off Freedom Beach last weekend. Photo Kusoldharm Patong via Eakkapop Thongtub
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World Drowning Prevention Day
is marked each year on July 25 to
increase awareness about preventa-
tive and safety measures, as well as
highlight the tragic and profound
impact of drowning on families and
communities.

“Australia is a proud supporter of
World Drowning Prevention Day in
Phuket. Since our Consulate-General
in Phuket was established in 2016,
we have focused on supporting water
safety measures on the island and
will continue to do so. Thailand and
Australia face common challenges
and together we can share experiences
and learn from each other to decrease
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AUSSIES LIFEGUARDS ARRIVE TO HELP
HOTELS RAMP UP WATER SAFETY

drownings in both countries,” said
Ambassador Macdonald.

Joining her as the on-the-ground
support for the project was Matthew
Barclay, the Australian Consul-
General for Phuket.

The seminar panel discussed key
issues relating to water safety, and one
popular proposal was to support the
new committee recently established
by the Governor to implement and
oversee beach safety standards. The
audience consisted of hotel general
managers, consular representatives,
local government officials, swimming
and lifesaving groups and non-profit
organisations.
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At the forefront of the water safety
drive is Jayne MacDougall, Executive
Director of the Phuket Hotels Associa-
tion, who has organised water safety
and lifeguard training in Phuket for
more than 20 years.

“The impact of drowning on a
family, a community and a destination
are profound. Investing time and effort
in training those at the frontline will
prevent drowning and make Phuket a
safer place for all. In 2023, the World
Health Organisation is encouraging us
all to ‘Do One Thing’ to save lives and
prevent drowning. By taking simple
steps, such as installing barriers near
water, providing safe places for...

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Member of Parliament
of the Australian state
of Victoria has voiced

his concerns over lack of
awareness regarding the laws
regulating the use of canna-
bis and how the availability
of marijuana on the island
may land tourists, especially
Australians, in trouble.

Wayne Farnham, State
Member for Narracan and also
Parliamentary Secretary to
the Leader of the Opposition
in Victoria John Pesutto, is in
Phuket to observe the state of
the island’s cannabis industry,
and its effects.

“The Victorian Parlia-
ment looks like it is going
to introduce a bill to legalise
the consumption of cannabis
in Victoria, a bill that will be
put forward by the Cannabis
Party,” Mr Farnham explained.

Mr Farnham made his
position clear on decriminalis-
ing marijuana: “On a personal
level I am against the blanket
legalisation of cannabis in
Victoria. I am not against
cannabis use prescribed by
medical officials.”

“I have been coming to

Phuket since 2009 and in this
time [ have seen many changes
to the Island, but I was very
curious as to why the change
of heart on the consumption
of drugs in Thailand, when
[previously] it was such a very
strict country when it came to
the consumption of drugs in
this country,” Mr Farnham
told The Phuket News.

“I was also curious to
see how it has affected the

tourism industry in Phuket
and the general attitude of
the tourists in the country to
the legalisation of cannabis,”
he added.

Since his arrival in Phuket,
Mr Farnham has met with the
Australian Consul-General
Matthew Barclay, police of-
ficials and health officials. “I
have also spoken with many
tourists on the island and have
received some very interesting

Wayne Farnham, State Member for Narracan in the Victorian Parliament in Australia,

meets with local officials and police in Patong to discuss the cannabis situation in
Phuket and its impact on tourists. Photo: The Phuket News

feedback,” he said.

“It is clear to me that from
the start the legalisation of
cannabis was more intended
for medicinal use only, a tradi-
tion that health officials told
me was around 100 years ago
and that it was a forgotten
practice, a practice that could
really help those suffering from
pain with terminal illness.

“In conversations with
the local police it seems as

though the laws around can-
nabis have not been finalised
yet, although there are laws
around the consumption of
cannabis (basically only in
your own home) and the sell-
ing of cannabis. It seems at
the moment they seem like
guidelines rather than the
law,” he noted.

The ubiquity of cannabis
stores and cafes across the
island and the casual attitude
by tourists who think smoking
marijuana in public areas is
legal are two key concerns.

“I have not noticed on any
store a sign that states, ‘Do
not consume cannabis in the
street’ and I have witnessed
many tourists smoking as
they are walking around. |
feel more education for tour-
ists needs to happen so they
understand it is not a Wild
West of consumption,” Mr
Farnham said.

“In my conversations with
tourists they say things like,
‘How good is this... We can
smoke weed on the street.’
But when I tell them that it
is illegal to do that, they are
genuinely shocked and often
comment, ‘No, it’s legal here.
It’s okay.’

“I feel more education of

tourists needs to happen before
someone lands themself in jail
and then has the nightmare
of getting out,” Mr Farnham
urged.

Mr Farnham noted that
in his conversation with can-
nabis vendors and local Thai
residents, “It is very clear to
me that the average person
is not really in favour of the
practice [smoking marijuana],
but nearly all agree on the
use of cannabis for medicinal
purposes.

“I feel it is too early to tell
if the addiction to cannabis
has had an impact on the lo-
cal community and I will be
watching the data carefully
on that,” he added.

“I really hope that they get
the laws sorted out sooner than
later because my real fear for
the island is that it may get
out of control and spoil what
is so great about Thailand
and Phuket in particular,” Mr
Farnham said.

“I will be watching the
data in the future, but if I have
to make a decision based on
this visit, it will not be some-
thing I will be supporting in
the Victorian Parliament unless
it is only for medicinal use
only,” Mr Farnham concluded.

Hotels ramp up efforts to bolster water safety, prevent drownings

Continued from page 1
...children, teaching swim-
ming and water safety, and
training hotel staff in first
aid, we can save many
lives,” Ms MacDougall said.
Phuket Vice Governor
Danai Sunantarod, who
officiated the opening cer-
emony of the event, held
at the Holiday Inn Resort
Phuket in Patong, noted,
“Tourism in Thailand is
coming back to recover, so
the risk of tourists drowning
is also increasing. Phuket
and its charm of the sea is
attracting both domestic and
international tourists, and
the number of tourists com-
ing is more than last year.
“However, during
the rainy season, or the
‘monsoon season’ on the
Andaman coast, there are
unpredictable dangers that
may arise from the sea...
We still hear about deaths
of tourists in popular beach

Hotel staff ‘rescue’ a participant from the surf as part of
the training held this past week. Photo: Jayne MacDougall
/ Phuket Water Safety Academy

areas, with tourists swept
off rocks or swept out to sea
by strong currents. This is a
problem that must be taken
seriously,” he said.

Vice Governor Danai’s
warning of the dangers of
Phuket’s surf at this time of
year was echoed in the drown-
ing death of a Senegalese man
at Freedom Beach, south of
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Patong, just four days later.
Cheikhouna Ba, 22, was
swimming with friends when
he was pulled out to sea by
a strong current last Friday
(July 28). A search for Mr Ba
was launched as soon as his
friends reported him missing,
but his body was not found
until it washed ashore at
Freedom Beach last Sunday

morning (July 30).

Red ‘no swimming’ flags
were clearly posted at the
beach, as they had been at
many of Phuket’s key beaches
for days while a weather warn-
ing was in effect over last
weekend.

The weather warning, ex-
tended from July 30 through
Aug 2, specifically urged
tourists to respect red flags
at the beaches. Patong Surf
Life Saving last Friday (July
28) posted a video showing
yet another tourist being es-
corted out of the treacherous
surf, along with a heartfelt
plea for all tourists to heed
the warnings of lifeguards.

Lifeguards and regular
beach-goers for years have
spoken out about tourists
endangering themselves by
ignoring red flags posted at
the beach, marking where
it is too dangerous to enter
the water.

The latest project to train

hotel staff is hoped to prevent
more deaths at Phuket’s key
beaches. Spearheaded by
Phuket Hotels Association and
led by professional trainers
from Life Saving Victoria,
the two-week series of in-
tensive training sessions will
be offered to hotel staff who
work near swimming pools or
beaches. Before the training
even began, more than 50 hotel
team members had signed up
so far to join the three courses,
including security guards,
waiters, sports staff and kids’
club supervisors.
“Following classroom
sessions, the participants will
train in the swimming pool
and the sea to teach them
exactly what to do in the event
of an emergency. This will
include water rescue, resuscita-
tion and first aid techniques,
with specific sessions on how
to deal with incidents such as
injured limbs, sunstroke, cuts
and bleeding, choking, and

heart attacks. Trainees will
also be instructed how to
check the sea conditions and
look for potential hazards,
such as strong currents,”
Phuket Hotels Association
explained in its announce-
ment of the project.

“Two professional life-
saving trainers from LSV
[Life Saving Victoria], both
with extensive lifesaving
experience in Australian
pools and beaches, Peter
Gibney and Jack Kennedy,
have travelled to Phuket
to conduct these intensive
courses. They are being ably
supported by two Phuket-
based lifesaving trainers.
This marks the latest ex-
ample of Phuket Hotels
Association’s strategy to
improve health and safety
at the island’s hotels and re-
sorts, with properties regu-
larly undertaking lifesaving
and first aid training,” the
association added.
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Airport to allow ‘all taxr’ area

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

huket International
PAirport is to have an

‘all taxi’ area where
all legally registered, legally
operating taxis can pick up
tourists at the island’s key
tourism portal.

The confirmation came
via a statement issued by
Phuket International Airport
on July 25, released by Phuket
MP Somchart Techathavorn-
charoen, the successful Move
Forward Party candidate for
Phuket District 1.

The three-page statement,
marked as a “clarification”
and addressed to Mr Som-
chart, was signed by Monchai
Tanode, General Manager of
Phuket International Airport
under the Phuket branch of
Airports of Thailand (AoT).

The statement appeared
to be a response to the slew
of issues raised in a formal
complaint submitted by Mr
Somchart in May.

In response to complaints
that tourists were forced to
walk through the rain to access
the bus stop at the airport, Mr
Monchai said that the parking
area for the bus has now been
moved to a covered area.

Regarding complaints that
there should also be a bus stop
at the international terminal,
Mr Monchai responded that
a covered walkway has now
been installed and tourists can
walk the 200 metres required
while protected from the rain.

Regarding tourists walking
out to wait for a taxi outside
the airport, spotlights and
signposts have been installed
and the airport plans to build a
“public transport centre” in the
Phuket airport area in 2024.

“As for the area for all

types of taxis to pick up tour-
ists, currently it is in the pro-
cess of finding a solution to
the problem with the relevant
department,” Mr Monchai
wrote.

Mr Monchai made special
mention that the airport could
not allow taxis that were not
fully legal to operate on airport
grounds.

He said that the airport
was in no way involved with
limousines or other vehicles
operating at the airport under
concessions taking tourists

Photo: AoT Phuket / file e~

Tourists exit Phuket airport.

to tour shops without their
permission. The airport is to
create a channel to receive
complaints of such behaviour
by airport drivers and would
be able to check the vehicle’s
GPS system, he said.

Mr Monchai confirmed
there are two companies op-
erating at the airport under
concessions: Phuket Business
Car Service Cooperative Co
Ltd and Phuket Mai Khao
Sakhu Co Ltd.

Regarding the complaint
that there were no signs even

pointing tourists to the areas
where metered taxis at the
airport must wait for passen-
gers, or where the bus stood
waiting for them, the airport
has now installed signs direct-
ing people to those areas, Mr
Monchai said.

Regarding complaints that
the entrance gate to the domes-
tic terminal has a “180-degree
curve”, Mr Monchai responded
that the airport is looking into
the problem in order to come
up with a safe solution.

Mr Monchai’s response to
the complaints included photos
evidencing where action had
already been taken.

Of note, while the “re-
sponse” was posted publicly by
MP Somchart and the Phuket
Info Center, at time of press
AoT Phuket still had yet to
post the response itself.

After submitting his formal
request in May, Mr Somchart
explained on his Facebook
page, “I have sent complaints
and suggestions from peo-
ple in Phuket about tourists
dragging their luggage in
the rain to get a taxi through
an electronic system outside
Phuket Airport.”

The formal request was
addressed to Suthipong Kong-
pool, Director General of

the Civil Aviation Authority
of Thailand (CAAT), with a
copy addressed to the Min-
ister of Transport. The letter
was also copied to Phuket
Governor Narong Woonciew
and Phuket airport General
Manager Monchai Tanode.

Mr Somchart explained
in the letter that had received
complaints of tourists dragging
their luggage through the rain
to reach the main road in front
of the airport just so they could
use a taxi ordered by an app.

Not expressly noted in the
letter, but commonly under-
stood, is that such tourists
would rather choose the in-
convenience in plain refusal
to use the taxi cooperative
cartel drivers operating at
the airport.

“Airports in Thailand
should provide convenience
and safety for tourists to ac-
cess their legally hired cars
by providing a parking for
pickup point with signs for
tourists inside the airport, as
is done in foreign countries
such as Singapore, Australia,
New Zealand, India, etc,” Mr
Somchart wrote.

“In my opinion, incon-
venience to tourists is one of
the obstacles in the Phuket
tourism industry,” he added.

Israeli man, 19, on antidepressants
taken into protectlve care after romp

A 19-YEAR-OLD MAN
learning Muay Thai at a
training camp in Bang Tao
was taken into protective
care last week after he was
found naked and bleeding
from a serious cut to his
hand at a petrol station in
Cherng Talay.

Officers from the Cherng
Talay Police were called to
the Caltex petrol station in
Baan Pasak at 10:30pm on
July 25.

Cherng Talay Police
Deputy Chief Pol Lt Col
Sutham Rattanasawang-
wong and fellow officers,
along with rescue workers
from Cherng Talay Tambon
Administrative Organisa-
tion (OrBorTor), arrived to
find the man with a towel
wrapped around him that
was provided by a petrol
station staffer.

The man appeared to be
suffering hallucinations and
was bleeding heavily from
a large wound on his right
hand. The man was admin-
istered first aid, and took a
long time to be convinced
to be taken to hospital for
stitches.

B @thephuketnews

Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub

Police reported that the
man was an Israeli national
staying at an apartment near-
by. He was enrolled to learn
Muay Thai at a boxing camp
in the Bang Tao Beach area.

Officers went to the
man’s apartment, to bring
him fresh clothes, his wallet
and mobile phone, and found
blood in the stairwell leading
to the man’s apartment on
the fourth floor.

Inside the apartment
officers found belongings
strewn across the room. The
glass door to the balcony had

been shattered, and officers
found antidepressants issued
by a private hospital.

At last report the man
was still in protective care
while officers continue their
investigation.

If you or anyone you know
is in need of emotional sup-
port and counselling, please
contact the Samaritans of
Thailand at their 24-hour
hotline 02-113-6789 (English
& Thai) or the Thai Men-
tal Health Hotline at 1323
(Thai). The Phuket News
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Women caught with 40k
meth pills, 2kg of ice

POLICE HAVE ARRESTED TWO WOMEN
in Wichit found with 40,000 methamphetamine
pills (ya bah) and two kilogrammes of crystal
meth (ya ice).

Wichit Police announced that the two women
were arrested in front of a parcel delivery com-
pany in Moo 4, Wichit, last Saturday (July 29).

The women — named by police only as “Ms
Wan”, 31, from Phatthalung, and “Ms Ya”, 21,
from Prachuap Khiri Khan (not their real names)
— were in a black, Phuket-registered Toyota
Vios that was stopped and searched by officers.

Wichit Police explained that they had been
informed that the two women would arrive at
the parcel delivery office to collect a large box
containing drugs.

Officers moved in and stopped and searched
the car after the women had collected the parcel.

Inside the box officers found four packs
containing a total of 40,000 ya bah pills and two
packs containing a total of two kilogrammes
of ya ice.

Officers also seized two mobile phones from
the women.

The pair were taken to Wichit Police Sta-
tion, where the women told police that they did
not sell the drugs directly. They were paid to
deliver them for others to sell.

The women said they were not paid much
for transporting the drugs, and usually were
paid in drugs, not cash.

Both women were charged with joint pos-
session of a Category 1 narcotic for sale, while
police continue their investigation into the drug
operation. Eakkapop Thongtub

Low-cost housing among
projects to help the poor

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

wo projects currently

I underway in Phuket have
been created with special

focus on helping the poor, in-
cluding affordable housing and
a market to provide household
essentials at discounted prices.

Rangsan Chayanthamaphun of
the National Housing Authority
Phuket office (Keha Phuket) is
calling for people to book units
in the new Community Housing
and Community Services Project
in Phuket (Thalang), Phase 2, in
Srisoonthorn.

The project of three-storey
condominium buildings features
a total of 853 units. Only 112
units have been reserved by the
public with 741 units remaining
available, Mr Rangsan explained.

The one-bedroom, one-bath-
room units cover a standard area
size of 33 square metres. The
units feature a dining area and
balcony, with a starting price of
B620,000, Mr Rangsan noted.

“For those interested, the
booking deposit is B1,000, and
there is currently a promotion with
a 5% discount (about B31,000).

“In the case of hire-purchase
from the NHA, interest is 4%
(per annum), and free common
area fee for six months, as well
as free air conditioning or mos-
quito screens worth no more than
B20,000,” he added.

FARANG AFFAIRS wsus

https:/ /farangaffairs.com

Image: National Housing Authority, Phuket

“The project is located on
Thepkrasattri Rd, about 16 kilo-
metres from the centre of Phuket.
It is near Phuket International
Airport and the project has com-
plete facilities,” Mr Rangsan said.

Mr Rangsan advised people
with inquiries about the project to
call 09-69357528 or 09-10471280,
or the Phuket Provincial Housing
Office at 076-617246-9.

Established in 1973, the
NHA’s prime objective is to
provide housing for low and
middle income earners and to
provide financial assistance to
those who need to have their
own housing.

The Ministry of Social De-
velopment and Human Security
(MSDHS) last year launched a
low-cost rental housing scheme
to help low-income earners that
will see 100,000 homes built
nationwide in four years. The
housing is offered to people who

do not earn more than B30,000
a month.

MARKET FORCES
Meanwhile, the Phuket Provin-
cial Commerce Office will hold
a special market during the first
week of each month from August
through December to help poor
residents cope with high prices
of household essentials.

The market will be held in
front of the old Provincial Hall
on Narisorn Rd in Phuket Town.

Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organisation (PPAO) Deputy
President Tiwat Seedokbuab
explained on July 27 that the
special ‘Blue Flag” market will
be held to help “reduce the cost
of living in Phuket”.

“The price of consumer goods
has increased. As a result, the cost
of living for people is also higher,”
said Pathumporn Yamkerd of the
Phuket Commerce Office.

Egyptian girl dies at

Phang Nga
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A 6-YEAR-OLD EGYPTIAN
girl travellling with her parents
was found dead at the Song
Phraek Waterfall in Phang
Nga after she slipped and fell
into the fast-moving water
last week.

Officers at Mueang Phang
Nga Police were informed of
the incident by Kaman (sub-
district chief) of Song Phraek
at around 1:20pm on July 26.

The girl had fallen into
the water at Ton Song Phraek
Waterfall, in Moo 3, Song
Phraek, at about 12:40pm.

A search was launched
immediately with locals resi-
dents and officers joining the
efforts. The girl’s body was
found trapped under a rock
about 100 metres away about

waterfall

an hour later.

Police and other officials
arrived to begin their own
investigations into the girl’s
death.

The girl’s body was taken
to Phang Nga Hospital as of-
ficials continue their investiga-
tion into the incident.

Eakkapop Thongtub
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Phuket marks His Majety s birthday

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

huket Governor Narong
PWoonciew led a series of

ceremonies to pay homage to
His Majesty King Vachiralongkorn
to honour the monarch on his 71
birthday last Friday (July 28).

The official events to honour
the Royal birthday began at Phuket
Provincial Hall at 7:30am with a
mass blessing ceremony led by the
abbot of Wat Thepwanaram (Wat
Manik), followed by the giving of
alms to 50 monks to make merit
for His Majesty.

At 8:30am, Governor Narong led
officials in a ceremony at the Phuket
Auditorium, located at the Phuket
Provincial Administration Center
on Tha Kraeng Rd in Phuket Town,
to pledge an oath of allegiance and
vow “to be good civil servants of
the land for the year 20237, said an
official report of the events.

The event included the playing
of the royal anthem and anthem of
the King, with all present singing
in unison.

At 5pm there were a blessings
ceremony and a candle-lighting
ceremony at the Auditorium to offer
blessings to His Majesty the King.

Phuket officials held a series of
special events in the days leading
up to last Friday to honour the
71*birthday of his Majesty King
Vajiralongkorn.

In Baan Kuku, Ratsada, Phuket
Vice Governor Danai Sunantarod on
July 25 led community development
volunteers and members of com-
munity groups, organisations and
networks as well as general local
residents in a series of activities to
honour the royal birthday.

Vice Governor Danai paid re-
spects to an image of His Majesty
The King before declaring the
activities officially underway.

The group planted tree sap-
lings and along Soi Mae Klin, at

the entrance to the Baan Kuku
Community Development Volun-
teer Leadership Center, in Moo
3, Ratsada, and held a general
cleanup around the Khao To Chae
Monastery.

The group also together took
the pledge, “We do good deeds
with our hearts”, as is traditional
with activities held as in associa-
tion with royal commemorations.

At Klong Mudong, in Moo 6,
Wichit, Vice Governor Danai led
another event to release aquatic

Photo: PR Phuket

animals as part of the activities
held to commemorate His Majesty’s
birthday.

Present for the event was Sit-
thipol Muangsong of the Phuket
Fisheries Office, along with Muang
Phuket District Chief Pairote Srila-
moon, Wichit Mayor Kreetha
Chotiwitpipat and other officials,
along with students and members
of the public.

In addition to paying homage to
His Majesty, the release of aquatic
animals also helped local marine

life to recover from depleted fish
stocks, which brought benefit to
everyone, Mr Sitthipol said.

The aquatic animals released
today comprised fry, shrimplets
and fingerlings of plum shrimp, red
snapper, sea bass and gold snapper.

Mr Sitthipol noted that the
area where the release was held
was originally called ‘Hua Tha’,
meaning ‘entrance to the canal’.

The area has long been known
for fishing, with fishing supporting
local villagers.

“It is a tourist attraction in
terms of the local community’s
way of life. There is an area to
sit and relax. There are canoeing
activities, and a monkey-watching
spot and a fish-raising area in the
fishermen’s cages,” he said.

“Klong Mudong is considered
a mangrove forest and is a nursery
for aquatic animals. It is a source
of food and growth, and it is an im-
portant ecological system in terms
of useful resources, for the forest,
the marine life and the livelihood
of the villagers.

“Therefore, this aquatic ani-
mal release activity will help the
aquatic resources to be restored. It
will help the populations of natural
aquatic animals to recover in the
coastal area around Wichit. Coastal
fishermen in this area will be able
to continue to make a living by
fishing and generate income for
their families,” he added.

Leatherback returns to
lay eggs on Karon Beach

A LARGE LEATHERBACK
sea turtle, first spotted on
Karon Beach last week, later
returned to the same part
of Phuket’s western coast
to lay eggs.

Marine life experts from
the Phuket Marine Biological
Center (PMBC) were called
to Karon Beach on the even-
ing of July 27 after the return
of the leatherback turtle,
which was first seen near

A leatherback turtle returned and a nest with 92
healthy eggs was found on Karon Beach on July 27.
Photo: DMCR via Aroon Solos

Centara Grand Beach Resort
on July 25.

Officials from the De-
partment of Marine and
Coastal Resources (DMCR)
carefully excavated the sand
to find a nest of 129 turtle
eggs, Rawai Mayor Aroon
Solos confirmed.

Mr Aroon did not elabo-
rate on how many eggs were
considered fertile by the
specialists. According to the
Phuket Info Center, the nest
contained 92 eggs viable of
producing hatchlings

As the turtle nest was
below the high tide line, the
eggs were then transferred
to a safe place at the PMBC
facilities at Cape Panwa.

B @thephuketnews

Normally, it takes 50-60
days for young leatherback
turtles to hatch.

After the first visit of
‘Karon mum’, as the Phuket
Info Center referred to the
mother turtle, officials con-
ducted thorough checks
on Karon Beach, but there
was no confirmation of any
other eggs found. It is now
believed that early reports of
the turtle laying eggs during
her first visit were incorrect.

The initial reports also
claimed that the leatherback
was the first turtle to return
to lay eggs at Karon Beach
in 20 years.

In their comments fol-
lowing previous turtle nest

discoveries, the DMCR ex-
perts explained that it is not
unusual for a leatherback
turtle to visit a certain lo-
cation multiple times and
make several nests during
the egg-laying season.
During the main egg-
laying period, from No-
vember through March,
three leatherback turtle nests
were found in Phuket. The
first nest was discovered on
Mai Khao Beach on Dec 11.
The second nest was found
near Amanpuri resort on Feb
27. The third discovery was
made on Mar 1 at a location
named in the reports as
Sakhu Bay.
The Phuket News
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Ready for medical tourism boom

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

umrungrad International
B Hospital (BIH) is spending

B4.3 billion on a 150-bed
boutique hospital in Mai Khao
in anticipation of Phuket’s much-
expected success in its developing
medical tourism sector.

The 16.3-rai site has already
been acquired opposite Blue Canyon
Country Club in Phuket, and was
located just three kilometers from the
Phuket International Airport, David
Boucher, BIH’s Chief Partnerships
Officer, told the large gathering of
about 80 attendees at the British
Chamber of Commerce Thailand
(BCCT) Multi-Chamber Phuket
Evening on Medical Tourism held
at the Courtyard by Marriott Phuket
Town earlier this month.

The first phase of the Bumrun-
grad campus in Phuket will include
the 150-bed boutique hospital and
an advanced diagnostic and anti-
ageing center.

Once complete, services offered
at the new Phuket facilities will
include VitalLife Wellness and
Anti-Aging, Family & Internal
Medicine, Cardiology, Orthopedic
& Spine Surgery, Cosmetic Surgery,
Gender Affirmation and Urology,
among others.

“It’s not a secret... It’s incredibly
bullish. I can feel the optimism just

by driving around the island,” Mr
Boucher said during his presenta-
tion, ‘Medical Value Travel’.

“Bumrungrad has had demand
for a clinical presence in Phuket
for many years. Phuket is an ideal
market to supplement Thailand’s
worldwide leading destination for
medical travelers,” he later told The
Phuket News.

“There is an increasing demand
worldwide for travelers to seek care
abroad. Multiple drivers are fueling
this growth, including the search for
safe, quality care, excellent service
and financial savings,” he added.

“Phuket offers a compelling
healthcare opportunity, with 425,000

SALA

PHUKET
MAI KHAD BEACH

Photo. Fabrlce Bruneau

permanent residents, 5.4 million
visitors in pre-COVID 2019, about
1,800 hotels, excellent restaurants,
hundreds of tour guides and count-
less vistas and adventures to dis-
cover,” he added.

Regarding the resident population
on the island, Mr Boucher notes,
“This is important because like with
Bumrungrad in Bangkok, our first
and most immediate focus is with
local Thai and expat patients.

“Secondly, Phuket received ap-
proximately 5.4 million visitors in
pre-COVID 2019 and almost half
of the world’s population can reach
Phuket within a six-hour flight.”

Mr Boucher himself was on his

sixth visit to Phuket, and expects to
move to Phuket within the coming
months.

“Post-COVID, a lot more people
are crossing borders for elective
procedures and for medications,”
Mr Boucher explained.

Many people were exploring op-
tions outside their home countries
due to the volume of procedures
delayed by the pandemic, causing
huge backlogs, he said.

The UK National Health Service
(NHS) waiting list is a backlog of
about 10.4 million procedures. In the
US alone the number of procedures
for cataracts that are waiting to be
performed is about 26 million, he
added.

“In Ontario, there is a backlog of
about 1 million elective surgeries,
and that’s just that one province in
Canada,” Mr Boucher said.

“There are a number of countries
around the world that have been
working aggressively over the last
seven to 10 years to improve their
in-country care, such as Oman, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE... Outside of
the US, the UAE has more Drake-
commission accredited hospitals
(Drake & Scull International) than
any other country on the planet,”
he noted.

Regardless, Phuket was well
placed to benefit from the expected
surge in the medical tourism indus-
try, Mr Boucher said.

Phuket, with an estimated 1,800
hotels, could accommodate its share
of what is globally expected to be
a huge volume of medical tourists,
he noted.

“And there are 39 airlines op-
erating direct flights to Phuket. Do
you have any idea how many other
destinations would kill for this?
That is a huge number,” he added.

Mr Boucher explained that the
initial construction underway at
Mai Khao is for just Phase I of the
boutique hospital. “We are plan-
ning to build another 100 beds in a
separate, but connected, building.
We are working with architects [on
this] now,” he said.

NUMBERS
The number of visitors coming
to Phuket continues to rise, noted
Bhummikitti Ruktaengam, Advisor
to the Phuket Chamber of Commerce.

“This year from Jan 1 to June
30 we had about 1.8 million inter-
national visitors arriving by direct
flights into the country. But how
many come to Phuket?”” he posed.

“Before COVID it was about
30%, but now about half of the total
number [of international tourists]
arriving [in Thailand] come to
Phuket,” he said.

“We expect about 8mn tourists
this year, which is pretty much
already a very good recovery,” Mr
Bhummikitti added.

TAT adopts cautious approach
to visa fee walver scheme
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THE TOURISM AU-
thority of Thailand is taking
a cautious approach toward
implementing a visa fee
waiver scheme to attract
more foreign tourists.

In response to tourism
operators urging the gov-
ernment to offer a visa fee
waiver scheme to stimulate
the market, TAT Governor
Yuthasak Supasorn stated
that it may not be the best
strategy, given that the main
issue is currently the lengthy
waiting period during the
visa application process.

He noted that the strategy
previously faced problems
regarding how tour package
prices would be cut to benefit
tourists since the TAT of-
fered the scheme during the
COVID-19 pandemic, but it
was denied by the relevant
authorities in charge of the
issue.

Tourism has been gradu-
ally picking up, but experts
predict that the market will
only achieve less than 50%
of the level seen in 2019,
which reached a peak of
around 10 million visitors.

Mr Yuthasak said that in

addition to the slow recovery
of the Chinese economy,
flight shortages due to air-
lines facing shortages on the
supply side such as aircraft
and maintenance play an
important factor in slowing
its recovery.

There is, however, hope
for a boost in visitor numbers
in October during China’s
‘Golden Week’ holiday, as
airlines are scheduled to
increase their services to
handle the increase in pas-
sengers during that period.

Meanwhile, In an ef-
fort to revitalise tourism,
Thai Lion Air is set to open
six new routes to Guang-
zhou, Chengdu, Hangzhou,
Shanghai, Shenzhen and
Xi’an from Aug 15. These

Photo: NNT

new routes will use Boeing
737-800 and Boeing 737-
900ER aircraft. Currently,
Thai Lion Air operates 15
aircraft in its fleet, consisting
of 13 B737-800s and two
B737-900ERs.

Thai AirAsia has also
shown promising signs with
an average load factor of
80% on Chinese routes dur-
ing the first half of the year,
with 13 operational routes
to 12 destinations in China.

The airline said that it
will gradually resume its
routes to southern China
and hopes to fully recover
by the end of this year, both
in terms of destinations and
frequencies.

National News Bureau

of Thailand
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BANGKOK

MFP calm amld rejlg buzz

Bangkok Post

he Move Forward Party (MFP)

I has dismissed speculation it will

be excluded from a new govern-

ment led by the Pheu Thai Party, insisting

that unity among the eight prospective
coalition parties remains intact.

According to sources, the latest pos-
sible configuration of a new government
has emerged, still comprising the original
coalition allies but with the Bhumjaithai
and Chartthaipattana parties also invited
to join. The Palang Pracharath Party
(PPRP) and the United Thai Nation Party
(UTN) would remain excluded.

In this scenario, Srettha Thavisin,
a PM candidate of Pheu Thai, would
be nominated for the upcoming vote in
parliament today (Aug 4).

With the support of 71 MPs from
Bhumyjaithai and 10 from Chartthaipat-
tana as well as the 312 MPs from the
original eight-party bloc, Mr Srettha
would get 393 votes which would be
more than enough to see him become
the next prime minister.

Under the constitution, a PM candi-
date needs the support of at least half of
the 750 members of both the lower and
upper chambers of parliament, or 376
votes in total.

However, observers believe that if
Bhumjaithai, which is at odds with the
MFP, joined the coalition, the MFP would
decide to break away from the bloc and
become the opposition but would still vote

MFP leader Pita Limjaroenrat (centre) with
MFP MPs on July 18. Photo: Bangkok Post

for the PM candidate from Pheu Thai.

The MFP has previously filed com-
plaints against Cabinet ministers from
Bhumjaithai, accusing them in a no-
confidence debate of corruption, while
Bhumjaithai has made it clear it will not
join a government if the MFP is part of
it, citing the MFP’s bid to amend the
lese majeste law.

However, if the MFP pulls out of the
coalition, Pheu Thai may again invite the
PPRP, as well as the Democrat Party and
the UTN to join the coalition.

That said, Rangsiman Rome, MFP list
MP and spokesman, downplayed a report
that Pheu Thai would let Bhumjaithai
take charge of forming a government
without the MFP but with the UTN and
PPRP asked to take part.

Mr Rangsiman said Bhumjaithai did
not win the most seats in parliament
and lacked the legitimacy to form a
government.

“If Bhumjathai can form a govern-
ment, this will deviate from normal
circumstances... If we discussed poli-
tics on the basis of the people’s wishes,
Bhumjaithai would not have a chance [of
forming a government],” he said.

Whether the new vote for a prime
minister takes place on Aug 4 depended
on a decision by the Constitutional Court
that was due to take place on Aug 3.

The court will announce if it is to
accept a petition regarding the rejected
renomination of MFP leader Pita Limjar-
oenrat as prime minister. If accepted, the
vote will not occur until the court’s ruling.
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Forensic police review the scene of
the explosion. Photo: Bangkok Post

Warehouse rewews
set after fatal blast

NARATHIWAT

SECURITY OFFICIALS
have been ordered to examine
52 other warehouses in Nar-
athiwat after a huge fireworks
explosion at a godown in
Sungai Kolok district last Sat-
urday (July 29) left 12 people
dead, 121 injured and nearly
300 houses damaged, about
50 of them totally destroyed.
Lt Gen Santi spoke last-
Sunday after visiting a relief
centre set up on the sports
field of the Muno tambon
administration organisation
in Sungai Kolok, where he
was briefed on the explosion.
He said some 52 other
warehouses in the province
must be examined to see
whether they were built with
valid permission and had been
properly used to prevent a
recurrence of the devastating
incident last Saturday.

Explosive ordnance dis-
posal teams should thoroughly
scan the site of the explosion
to determine the quantity of
fireworks stored illegally in
the warehouse. It was initially
believed at least five tonnes
of fireworks had been kept
there, judging from the two
deep holes left at the site by
the powerful blast, Lt Gen
Santi said.

Pol Maj Gen Anurut Im-ab,
the Narathiwat police chief,
said the owner of the godown
would be charged with reck-
lessness causing deaths and
injuries under the Criminal
Code and the laws on arms,
ammunition and explosives.

Pending further investiga-
tion, the warechouse owner,
who has been summoned to
report to police, may also
be charged for violating the
Factory Act of 1992 and the
Labour Protection Act of 1998.

Bangkok Post

Preparations underway
for Thaksin return plan

BANGKOK

FORMER PREMIER THAK-
sin Shinawatra’s intention to
return to the country after 17
years in self-imposed exile
has not changed, according
to sources in the Pheu Thai
Party and the Royal Thai
Police (RTP).

The Pheu Thai Party has

Thaksin in 2021. Photo: Bangkok Post

been running a series of video
clips on its Facebook page
chronicling the trials and
tribulations associated with
Thaksin’s long political career,
from his rise to the premier-
ship in 2001 to the ouster
of the Pheu Thai Party-led
administration by a military
coup engineered by the Na-
tional Council for Peace and
Order in 2014.

The clips were uploaded
apparently to coincide with
Thaksin’s youngest daughter
and Pheu Thai Party prime
ministerial candidate Pae-
tongtarn Shinawatra’s an-
nouncement of her father’s
homecoming. He is scheduled
to arrive at Don Mueang air-
port at 10:30am on Aug 10.

Linthiporn Warinwatchara-
roj, a party list MP and acting

B @thephuketnews

party spokeswoman, said the
clips were meant to educate
the public about Thaksin’s
political life, help clarify the
facts and tackle disinforma-
tion about the controversial
businessman and politician.

Linthiporn denied the clips
were an attempt to divert
public attention away from
the party’s struggle to lead the
formation of the new govern-
ment, maintaining there was
no change of heart among the
eight parties, led by the Move
Forward Party (MFP), which
has given the Pheu Thai Party
the task of putting together a
new administration.

An RTP source, mean-
while, said Thaksin’s family
had notified police of his im-
minent comeback and prepara-
tions were underway on the

necessary security measures
to handle his arrival.

However, the RTP will be
closely monitoring events lead-
ing up to Aug 10, including
yesterday’s (Aug 3) Constitu-
tional Court announcement
of whether it will consider
reviewing its earlier decision
to bar MFP leader Pita Lim-
jaroenrat from inclusion in a
third parliamentary vote for
a new prime minister.

If the court drops the peti-
tion, parliament can convene
a joint sitting today (Aug 4) to
co-elect a new prime minister.

Should a Pheu Thai Party
candidate win and lead the
successful formation of a
government, Thaksin will
feel confident about returning
home, observers declared.

Bangkok Post
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téphane Peray, better known as
‘Stephff’, is a French cartoonist
based in Bangkok. He is re-
nowned throughout the region
as one of the best satirical car-
toonists in Asia.
Before starting his career as
a press cartoonist 25 years ago
Stephff was a photojournalist. He has
worked for many international news-
papers. Currently, he collaborates for
Al Quds al arabi, Kuwait Times, China
Daily and Korea Times, Expresso and
Courrier international.

His impact has reached far and
wide. In 2005, he met Kofi Annan who
asked him for an original drawing. In
Thailand, Stephff became a household
name among long-term expats for his
biting satire as the official cartoonist
for the English-language newspaper
The Nation for more than a decade
through his ‘Farang Affairs’ series of
daily cartoons.

Regular readers of The Phuket News
will have noticed the introduction of
Stephff’s cartoons on the News pages in
the hardcopy, print-version of the news-
paper. The cartoons are featured only
in print, and not online.

Here, Stephff takes a look back at
his spellbinding career and explains his
momentum moving forward with his
new book, ‘Farang Affairs 2’, and his

inspiration for his latest collection.

What inspired you to make the
transition from photojournalist to
professional cartoonist?

Being unsuccessful at photojournal-
ism 5555. I am only half-joking. After
10 years as a photo-reporter, I was still
barely making a living and simultane-
ously I started to have good connections
with newspapers and magazines. So |
humbly proposed my services as a car-
toonist and illustrator. To my surprise,
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it did work very quickly — not necessar-
ily because I had talent, but because I
was among the first to use the Internet
and Photoshop to distribute my car-
toons and illustrations to the media.
Editors are often more focused on get-
ting cartoons on time than getting real
pieces of art.

Why publish your new collection in a
book, but not online?

Because it would cannibalise the books.
I decided from the beginning to make
very good quality books. I want them
to be coffee table books with hardcov-
ers — something you display proudly
on your... coffee table. I used one of the
top printers in Bangkok, a British guy
who is specialised in high-quality books
printed in small quantities. Not cheap,
but zero bad surprises.

Which cartoons in ‘Farang Affairs 2’
stand out for you? Why?

Those that speak about social issues
such as poverty, social injustice, racism,
xenophobia, the ultra-vertical system
and of course the plague-like corrup-
tion. It is important to me because
making jokes about lighter issues is
also an opportunity to deliver a few
strong and serious messages as well.
That’s the real reason why I am a
cartoonist: to bring a smile to readers
(hopefully some big laughs, too) and at
the same time bringing some more seri-
ous stuff to the table. But it’s not just
me, it’s basically what all editorial car-
toonists do: make you laugh and make
you think at the same time.

Your reputation stands for itself: im-
pressive, sometimes scathing, satire in
presenting situational observations of
foreigners living in Thailand. However,
they are often misunderstood by new-
comers to the Kingdom as a criticism of
living in Thailand. How do you see the
advent of ‘Woke’ and the impact it plays
in misunderstanding, misrepresenting
and criticising the ideas and concepts
presented in your cartoons?
The way I see it is there will always be
haters, it was already like this before
the age of the Internet when grumpy
and bitter people would write to the
editor a letter of complaint. Most of the
time these people simply needed atten-
tion or to express jealousy. After all, the

cartoonist who gets paid to make fun
of society inevitably generates jealousy
with people who don’t have an enjoyable
life. Well, if those people knew how lit-
tle we are paid, maybe they would get
less jealous 5555.

Anyway, the era of social media
has given power (too much power) to
all people who need attention so we,
cartoonists, are drowning under their
attacks — attacks which are most of the
time totally insincere.

The sad thing is that editors are
now afraid of all these people who pre-
tend to be outraged at every occasion.
So a lot of cartoonists have lost their
jobs because of this this past decade.
Remember the NYT [New York Times]
stopped publishing cartoons in 2019
after a complaint about one single car-
toon! I agree with plenty of claims that
make sense in the original moderate
Woke movement, but also I believe that
the Woke movement — and specifically
the extremist part of the Woke move-
ment — is losing itself by being too
excessive.

Going after humour is a good exam-
ple of the excess of Wokism. They go
after racism, sexism, homophobia, the
wrongdoings in history such as colonial-
ism, slavery, etc... and that is perfectly
legitimate. The only problem is that
some of them have decided that we can’t
laugh at any of these issues anymore
and I see it as a kind of extremism.
And Woke people have now become a
pain in the a... for humorists in gen-
eral. Remember The Name of the Rose
with Sean Connery? Forbidding people
to laugh is extremely dangerous. Bad
jokes when there are no ill-intentions
behind them are pure salvation. They
help us to live together, they help us
to look at our minds full of prejudices.
This is totally sane. But putting limits
on humour is insane. Mankind needs
humour, and humour helps to heal our
stupidity...

What can we expect to see from
Stephff in the future?

More political incorrectness 55555. 1
am working on ‘Farang Affairs 3’, so
you can expect this one. Something
maybe more poetic, something maybe
entirely in Thai language, because
there is demand among the Thai public
for my cartoons. This surprised me at
first, but Thais can laugh at themselves
a lot. Look at Thai comedies and it’s ob-
vious. And they are not yet too infected
with excessive political correctness!

I am also working on a project of
spiritual cartoons in a book, something
you would offer to a friend who is facing
a crisis, perhaps a period of depression
or self-questioning his life. It’s a very
important project for me.

Another project is a graphic novel
with the topic of the environment and
the possible extinction of life on Earth.
And finally, working on two different
movie scripts: one of the two stories
happens in the Isan countryside. So you
can already conclude that I have zero
intention to retire anytime.

Farang Affairs 2 is available only in a
hard-cover print run of 2,000 copies. To
order, contact stephff.artist@gmail.com.
‘Farang Affairs 2°, by Stephane Peray,
160pp (hard cover only), B1,400.

'i thephuketnews



%
”

Patrick Campbell

ast year, I visited friends near
Kalasin. Deep in the heart of
Isan. Driving north past in-
terminable paddy fields was a
dispiriting experience. Barely
— and the adverb conveys a
literal truth — a tree in sight.
Tight-fisted husbandry had
meant their remorseless eradication,
either because they siphoned up too
much precious water, or because the
space was needed for the main subsist-
ence crop: rice. Over 7 million hectares,
half of Thailand’s arable land, supports
the cultivation of rice. These neat rec-
tangles of level terrain parceled into al-
lotments and divided by the occasional
‘klong’, were stark reminders of the
dominance of oryza sativa — and the
slide-rule mentality of those who must
live and die by it.
Driving south to Trang recently was

a very different experience. Phang Nga,

awash in monsoon rains, was a verdant
revelation. One passed deciduous and
evergreen rain forests with endless
vistas of trees. Massive jungle giants

— rain trees, dipterocarps and tectonas
— silhouetted above an endless, wav-
ing canopy of green where the smaller
evergreens — dalbergias, elaeocarpuses
and syzygiums — were draped in lush
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liana vines. Hardly a bare patch of land
in sight.

True, much was secondary growth
where nature had only recently re-
colonised barren tracts left by homo
sapiens. And much, like the rice
fields of the north, revealed the mas-
sive transmutation wrought by man’s
heavy hand: huge pale green stands of
slim-boled rubber trees (hevea brasil-
iensis), now locked in competition for
their very commercial existence with
invading battalions of oil palms (elaeis
guineensis), their stout ferny trunks

topped by massive dark green fronds.
A formidable adversary. In fact, both
are upstarts: rubber trees are native to
Brazil; oil palms to West Africa. But in
Southern Thailand they thrive better
than in their native habitats.

And at least these relatively new
kids on the block were trees, exhal-
ing precious oxygen and offering some
sort of haven for native wildlife. Even a
section of road was a pleasure to drive
along — a stately avenue lined with
towering dipterocarps, tectonas and
alstonias — serried ranks all standing

rigidly to attention as we passed. Fur-
ther south were roadside plantings of
crape myrtles, their crinkly deep pink
flowers just coming into bloom. Not for
nothing is the lagerstroemia, known lo-
cally as ‘tree trang’.

Glimpsed dramatically through
roadside clearings and towering above
the seaside mangroves, were the
karsts, calcium monoliths for which
both Phang Nga and Krabi are famous:
huge, precipitous slabs of limestone
rising from the ultramarine sea and
carved into fantastic shapes by salt
and rain; their summits crowned with
exotic orchids, perched precariously
atop these unassailable monuments to
nature.

Of course these impressions — and
they are only fleeting ‘farang’ impres-
sions — are all too black and white. Or
to dispense with the cliché and use
the actual colours of these contrasting
landscapes, all too grey or green. None-
theless, my abiding memory is of two
worlds - one grey-brown and feature-
less, the other green and vibrant.

Of such contrasts is amazing Thai-
land made...

Patrick Campbell’s book “The Tropic
Gardener’, described in one Bangkok
review as the best book on Thai
gardening for 50 years, is available for
B500 (half price) to personal callers
from 59/84 Soi Saiyuan 13 in Rawai
(Tel: 076-61227 or 085-7827551).
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Are You Trying To Sell
Your Phuket Property?

List Your House, Villa or Luxury Condo with
Thai Residential

and Increase Your Chances

of a Successful Sale.

| WWW.THAIRESIDENTIAL.COM
82/37 SAM PAO COURTYARD, MOO4, PATAK ROAD, T.RAWAI, PHUKET, 83130
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1. What nickname*was given to the Shinkansen high-speed
trains of Japan because of their appearance and speed?

2. Who is the current German Chancellor?

3. Which is greater in size, New York City or Bangkok?

4. Do monitor lizards eat shakes?

5. What was the common name given to the burial grounds of 17.

gunfighters in the Wild West?

Answers below, centre

SUDOKU

"\ Across
. 1. Code word
4. Prevention
measure?

14.
15.
16.

Farm female
Hound'’s trail
Student getting
one-on-one help
Bailed out

20. Ancestry

21. Eyes

22. Circulating enzyme

23. Serving trolley

Gables site
31. More loved

32. First-class

35. Burdens

37. When repeated,
like some shows

38. Get out of trouble

42. Nine inches

43. Small part

44, Congeal

45. Noted traitor

48. Didn’t participate

50. Interpreted
incorrectly

52. Profit

56. Craze

58. Relating to the
abdominal cavity

Answers

GOT YOUR
NUMBER

1

second of activity in the most accurate
simulation of the human brain ever
created took one of the world’s largest
supercomputers 40 minutes to
calculate.

2

rats will stop playing with each other
if the bigger rat doesn’t let the smaller
one win at least 30% of the time.

4

times more likely is an air rage incident
in economy class if the plane also has a
first class.

percent of guys who own televisions
don’t watch any sports at all, according
to Nielsen data.

17

percent of Brits admit they would be
willing to have sex with an android, and
11% are willing to raise a robot baby.

5,840

people in the United States have a last name
that ends with their first name, with Donald
MacDonald being the most common.

Source: Uberfacts
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August 4, 1693
Date traditionally ascribed
to Dom Perignon’s invention
of Champagne; it is not clear
whether he actually invented
Champagne, however, he has
been credited as an innovator
who developed the techniques
used to perfect sparkling wine.

August 5, 1926

Harry Houdini performs
his greatest feat, spending
91 minutes underwater in a

9. Olfactory perception

27. House of the Seven

Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York [ |7 °

59. Save from sin var.

63. Declaim 25. Adjust, as laces
64. Combat zone 26. 1545 council site |'’
65. Capt.’s 28. PC linkup

prediction 29. Prez, e.g.
66. Mythical 30. Tablelands

creature 32. Indian state
67. Group of 13 33. Bay of Naples
68. Work on a doily isle

34. Olympic

Down swimmer Janet
1. Designer’s 36. “Brave New

concern World” drug
2. Informed 39. Vastness
3. Restrict 40. Dewy
4. Repeated musical 41. Titled peer

phrase 46. One who goes
5. At the time of 47. Hamlet, e.g.
6. “___achance” 49. Christmas
7. Small salmon season 63
8. At attention 51. Theoretical =
9. Funeral slabs physicist

10. Some plays or

‘YIOA MBN) WY 6OG'T Movueg (€ ‘2|oyas e|o (¢ ‘surel) 19]Ing (T

sealed tank before escaping.

August 6, 1991

Tim Berners-Lee releases
files describing his idea for
the World Wide Web, which
later debuts as a publicly avail-
able service on the Internet.
He was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth II in 2004 for his
pioneering work.

August 7, 1970
Ivory Coast becomes inde-

10 (11 |12 |13

68

53. Catlike critter

Visit: www.ilovecrosswords.com

films 54. New Delhi salad

11. Abbr. after a 55. Pomp .
comma 57, Bushy do Solutions to last week’s puzzles:
12.r|r\:lg(l)cll;);an 58.;;::truction site 7 71815 3 2]9 4 6
13. Attorney F. ___  59.John ___ Passos 92417161583
Bailey 60. Generation 5 6 318 4091172
18. Auspices 61. Midback muscle, 23 714611895
19. Felt bad about for short 115 6|97 8|3 24
24. Strong liquors,  62. Minister: Abbr. 8 4 913 2 5|7 61
. . 6 8 5|1 9 4|2 37
to this week’s POp Quiz: 47 1]2 8 3|65 9
11IH 1004 (G ‘Sa10AIUIED D1 AaY) ‘SAA (7 ‘(WY 8'ESL 39 2l65 741 8

Y1l

Tim Berners-Lee, 2005. Photo: John

S.and James L. Knight Foundation

pendent from France.

August 8, 1908
Wilbur Wright makes his first

flight at Le Mans, France. It
is the Wright Brothers’ first
public flight.

August 9, 1173

Construction of the Leaning
Tower of Pisa begins; it will
take two centuries to complete.

August 10, 1519

Ferdinand Magellan’s five

ships set sail from Seville to

circumnavigate the globe.
Source: Wikipedia
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CORPORATE SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

e +6683 394 7430 © chemg Talay & Rawai Phuket Thailand
@ www.asiagtech.com 0 bruno@asiagtech.com

GREEN TECHNQLOGIES
‘ﬂlg\ N (ot
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ASIA GREEN TECH 4}

VERTIGO

VIDEQ PRODUCTIONS

WE MAKE YOU
LOOK GOOD.

CM Asia Co., Ltd -uali services since 2003

VERTIGO VIDEO office@tcm-asia.com 086-9439834

PRODUCTIONS.COM

fOo v O

e +6683 394 7430 © chemg Tatay & Rawai Phuket Thailand|

ASIA GREEN TECH
’ @ wwwasiagtechcom © bruno@asiagtech.com

GREEN TECHNOLOGIES

HIGH ELECTRICITY BILL 7?77
WE WILL TELL YOU WHY
AND HOW TO REDUCE IT.

2 .- SMART TILES
L [I. [l @ - U[[ Tile Leveling System

Baan Wana - Cherng Talay
PHUKET'S QUALITY TiLE BOUTiQUE TEI . 076 620 168

WOOD FLOOR
PHUKET -20 YEARS

Solid' wood floors and.engineering:
Decks supplied and installed - Teak &&NZ Pine.

€ /solidwoodfloorphuketthailand
O Matt 081 271 2684 or Jessika 062 372 6624

wWWW. tlle-a5|a com | Ietstalk@tlle -asia.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT MARINE SERVICES

Marine Engineering
—— Plumber Specialists

=(eees

D German Water Team Ltd.Part
-ALL KINDS OF HOT AND COLD WATER SYSTEMS We repair what your husband fixed
-HOT WATER SOLAR SYSTEMS AND SOLAR PUMPS

-POOL EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE

-REPAIR ALL KINDS OF WATER SYSTEMS AND POOL PUMPS
-A VARIETY OF WATER FILTRATION SYSTEMS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

SHOWROOM NEXT TO WAT CHALONG
OPEN FROM 8AM TO 5PM

YAHMAH

www.germanwaterteam.com
Email: germanwaterteam@yahoo.de

094 594 8868 (THAI)
089 645 4848 (GER / ENG)
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Contact: gm@classactmedia.co.th
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Friday Mussels Night Sunday Roast Wednesday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: Belgian style mussels served with
French Fries. All you can eat. Your choice, Your
style: Mariniere, Selected drinks, Provencale, Garlic
& cream, Creamy curry, Blue cheese or Thai style
We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults: 325 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

Grow Boating Evening

We look forward to seeing you at the Grow Boating
Evening at the Boardwalk Bistro and Bar at the Phuket
Boat Lagoon from 5pm on Friday the 4th of August.
We are delighted to announce that our drinks spon-
sors for the evening will be The Thai Yachting Busi-
ness Association, https://www.thaiyachtingbusines-
sassociation.com/ and the Thailand Charter Week,
https://www.facebook.com/ThailandCharterWeek.
There will be a delicious finger food buffet sponsored
by the Boardwalk Bistro for all attendees and if you
are still hungry then there will be burgers for just 100
baht. As always, all your favourite beverages will
be available from the bar. Come and join in the fun,
everyone is welcome and there is no entry fee and
if you know anyone you think would be interested in
coming, please invite them along. To join our mailing
list click this link https:/facebook.us16.list-manage.
com/subscribe... Find us on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/groups/growboatingphuket Grow Boating
is kindly supported by our media partner The Phuket
News, Live 89.5 radio and Phuket News TV. See
www.thephuketnews.com

12PM — 9PM: All you can eat Sunday Roast Buffet
Beef, Pork & Capon chicken — Cauliflower, Broccoli,
Peas, Carrots, Fried mushrooms, Grilled Tomatoes
— Yorkshire pudding — Roasted Potatoes, Mashed
Potatoes — Gravy, Mushroom sauce, Horse raddish,
Mint Sauce. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
350 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

STEAK "HO( 'SE

RESTAURANT
S5 Vi Boad,
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Monday BBQ Night

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked
to order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages,
Fish, Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies,
Choice of potatoes, cold and hot sauces, Bread, Buns
& garlic bread. We have a kid’s playground zone.
Adults: 395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195
baht P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.
com/shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18
Vises Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

6 PM onwards: All you can eat BBQ buffet cooked to
order. Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, Fish,
Prawns & Squids, salad buffet and veggies, Choice of
potatoes, cold and hot sauces, Bread, Buns & garlic
bread. We have a kid’s playground zone. Adults:
395 baht P.P. Kids under 12 years old: 195 baht
P.P. www.shakersphuket.com www.facebook.com/
shakersphuket Oliver, Shakers restaurant 98/18 Vises
Road, Rawai 83130, 081 891 4381

MALAYSIA INDEPENDENCE DAY
GOLF PHUKET 2023
Friendship Beyond'Borders

AQUELLA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
PHANG-NGA

% .900 e

Inclusme of galf cart, caddie; -
transfer from hotel to/from
golf course, brunch/lunch &
Gala Dinner.

Part of the proceed of this event

will be dongted fo.a charity in
December 2023

Malaysia Independence Day
Golf Tournament

Calling all golfers! Celebrate Malaysia Independence
Day with a round for Charity at Aquella, Phang-Nga
on August 19. Organised by Asia Mice Planner, M C
T & Malaysian Thai Friends Group, only THB 4,900
per person, inclusive of cart, caddie and brunch fol-
lowed by a gala dinner at La Vela Khao Lak Resort.
Part of the proceeds donated to a charity later this
year. Limited spaces available. Please Contact Asia
Mice Planner, Mr. DAVE 081-2712429 for more in-
formation today.

PHUKET

SUNDOWNERS

B Erday zamnunu;l 2023 TH

1800 -21:00 =
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Joint Chambers Phuket
Sundowners hosted
by AustCham

AustCham Thailand, in collaboration with Aus-
tralian Alumni, American Chamber (AMCHAM),
British Chamber (BCCT), Belgian-Luxembourg/
Thai Chamber, CanCham Thailand, Franco-Thai
Chamber (FTCC), German-Thai Chamber (GTCC),
Netherlands-Thai Chamber (NTCC), Phuket Chamber
and Thai-Swedish Chamber, invite you to the Joint
Chamber Phuket Sundowners at NH Boat Lagoon
Phuket Resort, on Friday 25 August 2023, from
18.00 - 21.00 hrs. THB 500 for AustCham members,
partner Chambers’ members, and Australian Alumni
Members, THB 900 for non-members, includes
cocktail-style food, and free-flow selected beverages.
More info - austchamthailand.com

ip The kBt@Nm” o

Class Act Media is Southern Thailand's most comprehensive media company,
incorporating Phuket's only English weekly newspaper ‘The Phuket News',
Russian-language newspaper ‘Novosti Phuketa', the Thai-language 'Khao Phuket',
Phuket's leading English radio station 'Live 89.5, ‘The Phuket News TV' (Phuket
Xtra') and a host of publication services.

Thai Reporter/Translator

The Phuket News is looking for a Thai national as a Reporter/Translator to
assist the editorial team to create news stories and translate Thai to English.

The successful candidate must:

e Have a good command of English (written and spoken)
e Have a hunger for news

e Be willing to learn

e Be willing to interview Thais and foreigners for stories
e Experience is an advantage but not essential

e Recent graduates are welcome to apply

We offer:

e Working 5 days a week/Monday-Friday (08.30 — 18.00 hrs.)
® Able to work from home

e Social security (100%) paid by the company

Interested candidates are invited to fill out an application and attach their
full resume in English indicating qualifications, experience and expected
salary, with a recent photo on: thephuketnews.com/job.php

Class Act Media Co., Ltd.
99/7 Moo 1 T. Kathu A. Kathu Phuket 83120
Tel: 076 612 550 Fax: 076 612 553

Non-tourism based business

BUSINESS
FOR SALE

in Phuket, Thailand. 4,000,000+ THB annual turn-
over with room for growth. Established more than 20 years.
3,w000,000 THB annual net profit. Simple business model.

Repeat custom. Mainly involves management of on-going con-

tracts. Work permit + long-term visa attached to business.
businessforsalephuket@gmail.com

Massage for Painful Muscles
Using Therabody technology, only THB 500 for 1 hour. Location Ban Don, easy
parking. Call for appointment - 092 805 3522. wfphelps@icloud.com

Marketing Manager

We are looking for an experienced and motivated
individual to join our school’s management team.
Must have outstanding communication skills, be
fluent in English, have a relevant degree and ex-

. perience of marketing in an international setting.
Previous experience of marketing educational programmes and ability to speak
more than one language are an advantage. Full Time - 2 year contract. *Based
in Phuket, Thailand. *Salary: 90,000 +15,000 housing. *End of contract bonus
and flight allowance provided. *Health Insurance, work permit and visa provided.
Applicants should send a CV and Application Letter in English to jedouard@
headstartphuket.com and cedouard@headstartphuket.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Cha Am Beach Condo
for Sale
72 SqM Unfurnished One bdrm bath kitchen.
1 Air cond 25 mtrs to beach 4™ floor Cattar-
eya Condo Swimming Pool Fitness Parking

| 24 hr security CCTV. Panadda Sathaisong, -
| 089 635 7311, mypinellasmail@gmail.com i -

CREATIVITY

PASSION

RPM by owner

Unique luxury condo 2 bed, 2 bath, 155sqm. Foreign
FREE HOLD. Architect remodel in tropical white. Ja-
cuzzi. All round beautiful views. Completely furnished
to a high standard. Only toothbrush needed. Very
motivated owner living in Phuket. Onsite restaurant,
{ gym, Tennis court, swimming pools and new Russian
consulate. Available to agents. Contact Brian (Owner)

- bggvirgo@gmail.com

ﬂhukﬂ
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A genuine opportunity to own a business and live :

Personal Assistant
Wanted

© Smart, attractive, single female under 35 years old. Reli- :
i able and kind. Excellent English. Cooking. Shopping. Act
as travel guide for UK/Canadian businessman. 1st-class :
i resort accommodation. More details call 089 054 4354 or :
: email bggvirgo@gmail.com H

PROPERTY FOR RENT PROPERTY FOR SALE

Luxury Ocean View Pool Villa

The Cube Villa Kalim, is a modern ocean view
pool villa with over 800sgm living space with a
private 90 sqm infinity saltwater pool. Ocean
Rock Villa Estate, 9/4 Soi Prabaramee 7, Kalim i
i Beach, Patong, hello@the-cube-villa-kalim.com, :
+66(0)92 870 6065,

BMW 320d
Luxury 2014

as; BMW service; leaving Thailand.
B750,000. John, johnhkt2560@icloud.
¢ com, 0869890919

Excellent condition; purchased 2016
with 8000km; local driving only by : [
elderly driver; 112000km; camer- : §

BOATS, YACHTS FOR SALE

Luxury SealLine Yacht (51 ft). Fully renovated in 2022. Family-friendly.
Features movable swimming platform, spacious flybridge. Air-conditioned
lounge, 3 bedrooms. Prime location at Royal Phuket Marina. Engines and
generator overhauled. 0807case@gmail.com, 10,500,000 baht

Renovated Family Yacht

PROPERTY FOR RENT

Yanui Beach
Seaview Cabins

Yanui Beach Seaview are brand-
new cabins/Pods. There are only
two. On Baan Soi Rawai. Just
before the gun club on the way :
to Laem Promthep. Beautiful :
seaview sunsets nightly, King- i
sized bed, small kitchenette.
Suitable for couples. 30 square
metres. Walking distance to
Yanui Beach. 2 kilometres from
Rawai and Nai Harn beaches. :
H ! Available short term and long :
¢ term. First time listed and brand-new. Negotiable. Ray Dixon, drraydixon@ :
| i yahoo.com, 062-4488838 H

Land for sale near
Mission Heights

Nice plot of land, just over one Rai
in small, very quiet private estate, :
no monthly fees. 10 min to inter- :
national school, 15 min to air- :
port. Ideal to build 4 rental units.
Reduced to 4.2MB. Contact own-
er direct - 063 743 8595.

Pool Townhouse best location

PRUKSA Ville 82/1 Kathu. 24hr security, Corner unit,
private pool, big garden, Sala. 3 Bedroom, European
Kitchen, 4 Aircon. Covered carpark. 5,980,000 baht,
Wernerbeyel2@gmail.com, +66895938690

Alcoholics
Anonymous

If you want to drink
that is your business

-L uu
IS OUrS

Daily Meetings
Patong, Chalong,
Phuket Town,
Bang Tao & Karon

CALL

081 895 4763
help@aaphuket.org

-.:\” ||,|
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Google [wmmasphuket.com
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Vollering wins women’s
second Tour de France

CYCLING

DEMI VOLLERING
of the Netherlands won
the second edition of the
women’s Tour de France in
Pau last Sunday (July 30).

The 26-year-old finished
second in the final stage
time trial behind Marlen
Reusser of Switzerland to
claim “the most beauti-
ful success” of her career
and cement her position as
world number one.

The SD Worx team
leader finished the eight-
stage race over three minutes
ahead of Belgian teammate
Lotte Kopecky and Poland’s
Katarzyna Niewiadoma of
the Canyon—SRAM team.

It was her 15" victory
this year after dominating
the spring classics, with a
hat-trick in the Ardennes
— Fleche Wallonne, Liege
and Amstel — that only
compatriot Anna van der
Breggen had achieved be-
fore her.

But the former speed
skater’s week was not easy.

She admitted being
“very tense” in the early

Vollering. Photo: AFP

stages and was furious
after being penalised 20
seconds for an extended
shelter behind her team’s
car during the fifth stage
which dropped her from
overall second to seventh.

On Saturday, Voller-
ing powered through the
mountain-top fog to win
the most demanding stage
and grab the leader’s yellow
jersey and a Imin 50sec
advantage on Niewiadoma
heading into the final day.

She extended her lead
on Sunday by setting the
fastest time of 29min 15secs
over the 22-kilometre course
in the Pyrenean foothills.

“Of course I worked a
lot to achieve this result,”
said Vollering. “But this
success is the result of a
good personal balance
thanks to a great entourage
in particular.” 4FP

Red Bull set new F1 record

FORMULA ONE

Michael Lamonato
michael@boxofneutrals.com

ax Verstappen cruised to
another dominant grand prix
victory in Spa, Belgium last

Sunday (July 30) despite starting from
sixth on the grid with a gearbox penalty.

The victory was the Dutchman’s
eighth in a row and the team’s 12 in suc-
cession this season, a new F1 record that
sees Red Bull Racing start the midseason
break undefeated with 10 rounds to go.

Sergio Pérez finished a distant sec-
ond to cement Red Bull Racing’s first
one-two finish since the Miami Grand
Prix in May.

Verstappen jumped two places at the
start to sit behind pole-getter Charles
Leclerc, who was deposed from the lead
by Pérez at the start, and Lewis Hamilton.

The battle was deadlocked by the
powerful slipstream effect until Verstap-
pen felt confident that his tyres were up
to optimum temperature for a lunge on
Hamilton into Les Combes on lap six.

His forward momentum was becom-
ing overpowering, and three laps later
he picked Leclerc’s pocket at the same
corner with a gutsy late-braking move
around the Ferrari’s outside.

The gap to teammate Pérez was stable
at around three seconds to the end of the
opening stint as the pair conserved their
tyres, but a slightly slower stop for the
Mexican shrunk the interval to 2.2 seconds
after both took their first tyre changes.

Verstappen was immediately onto the

attack. A blistering lap 16 go the margin
to less than a second, and he made an
easy pass for the lead down the Kemmel
straight on the following tour.

His lead was never threatened despite
a brief rain shower and another round of
pit stops, and he cruised to a 22-second
victory.

Pérez was a distant second but claimed
his best result since the start of May,
when he finished runner-up to Verstappen
before suffering a long uncompetitive
streak that yielded only two podiums
before this weekend.

Leclerc said after the race that he
was satisfied to have maximised his
chances in what became a battle with
Hamilton for the final podium places
behind the dominant Bulls, successfully

covering a pair of Mercedes undercuts
to seal the deal.

Hamilton won the consolation of
fastest lap after a late pit stop for fresh
tyres propelled him to the bonus point.

Fernando Alonso was a distant fifth
in a difficult race of unclear strategies
owing to the heavy rain that affected both
Friday and Saturday, depriving teams of
practice running and representative data.

George Russell in the second Mer-
cedes finished sixth ahead of Lando
Norris, with Esteban Ocon, Lance
Stroll and an impressive Yuki Tsunoda
completing the top 10.

Oscar Piastri and Carlos Sainz were
the race’s only retirements after a first-
lap crash that had the Ferrari pin the
McLaren into the wall at the first turn.

Stamp, Ham clash for world title as ONE confirms US plans

FOUR MASSIVE WOM-
en’s fights will top ONE
Fight Night 14, ONE Cham-
pionship has announced.

The blockbuster event
is set to go down at the
Singapore Indoor Stadium
on Sept 30, and no less than
three ONE world titles are
on the line.

In the main event, Thai
megastar Stamp Fairtex
faces surging contender
Ham Seo-Hee under MMA
rules for the ONE interim
atomweight world title.

Stamp challenges for the
strap for the second time in
her career, having come up
short against Angela Lee last
year. The former two-sport
ONE world champion has
won her last two fights under
MMA rules, the latest of
which was a dominant TKO
victory over Alyse Ander-
son at ONE Fight Night 10,
ONE’s United States debut
in May this year.

Ham is riding a nine-
fight win streak, holding a
perfect 3-0 mark under the
ONE banner.

“Hamzzang” took a

Thai megastar Stamp Falrtex Photo: Bangkok Post ;

dominant decision victory
over Japanese rival Itsuki
Hirata at ONE Fight Night 8
in March to book her place in
the interim title showdown.

Teenage Muay Thai prodi-
gy Smilla Sundell defends her
ONE strawweight Muay Thai
world title in a blockbuster
rematch with American chal-
lenger Jackie Buntan.

The 18-year-old Sundell
was last seen venturing over to
the kickboxing ranks to defeat
Serbia’s Milana Bjelorgrlic at
ONE Friday Fights 18 in May.

Buntan, on the other hand,
has rebounded in style from

NEWSGTV uUvE@ses-

her world title defeat at the
hands of the Swedish divi-
sional queen in April 2022.

The 26-year-old outpointed
British striker Amber Kitchen
in December, before hitting a
highlight-reel knockout punch
in the opening round of her
contest with Diandra Martin
on home soil at ONE Fight
Night 10.

The inaugural ONE atom-
weight submission grappling
world title will also be con-
tested at ONE Fight Night 14,
as American star Danielle
Kelly welcomes Jessa Khan
to the global stage.

The highly anticipated
matchup has long been moot-
ed, since Khan holds a win
over Kelly dating back to
February 2021.

While Kelly has remained
undefeated in her three appear-
ances in ONE Championship,
Khan claimed the 2023 IBJJF
gi world title.

The victory poured further
fuel to speculation that the
Cambodian-American may be
the opponent to put an end to
Kelly’s winning run.

The announcement of a
special rules striking contest
has also raised eyebrows.

ONE strawweight world
champion Xiong Jing Nan is
set to face multi-discipline star
Nat “Wondergirl” Jaroonsak in
a bout where the fighters will
don four-ounce gloves while
only being allowed to throw
punches. All other strikes will
be prohibited.

There will be ringside
judges if the fight goes the
full three rounds. The scoring
criteria will mirror ONE’s
Muay Thai and kickboxing
rule sets, which follow the
10-point must system.

US RETURN
Meanwhile, ONE Champi-
onship Chairman and CEO
Chatri Sityodtong has con-
firmed the promotion will
return to the United States
with four global events in
2024.

“I am thrilled to announce
that ONE Championship is
coming back to the US with
four massive events in 2024.
When we made our historic
US debut with ONE Fight
Night 10 on Prime Video in
May, I was blown away by the
support we received from our
fans in the US,” Sityodtong
said on July 27.

“ONE is home to the

greatest martial artists in
the world, and I’'m excited
to once again showcase
our world champions on
American soil. Cities and
venues for these events will
be announced soon, and to
our fans that haven’t seen a
live ONE event, [ promise
you an experience unlike
anything you’ve ever seen.”

ONE Fight Night 10
surpassed even the promo-
tion’s expectations when
tickets at the 1stBank Center
in Colorado were quickly
sold out.

The event also proved to
be a smash hit with televi-
sion audiences, racking up
huge numbers across the
promotion’s network of
global broadcast partners.

ONE’s growing on-
ground presence in the
US follows the landmark
broadcast deal that it sealed
with American streaming
giant Prime Video back in
April 2022.

Since the deal was an-
nounced, ONE has staged
its biggest shows in Ameri-
can primetime to cater to
its rapidly growing fan base
in that market.

Bangkok Post
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Saudi game-changer: Pep

anchester City manager Pep
Guardiola said last Saturday
(July 29) that the Saudi Pro

League had “completely changed the
market” and he expects more and more
high-profile players to move there.

City winger Riyad Mahrez became
just the latest big name to move to Saudi
football last week, following in the
footsteps of Cristiano Ronaldo, Karim
Benzema, Roberto Firmino, N’Golo
Kane, Jordan Henderson and numerous
others from Europe’s top leagues.

Algerian international Mahrez joined
Al-Ahli for a fee understood to be worth
up to £30 million (B1.3 billion).

“The Saudi league has completely
changed the market,” Guardiola said in
Seoul on the eve of City’s friendly with
Atletico Madrid.

“A year ago when Cristiano Ronaldo
was the first player, no one could imagine
how many top, top quality, extraordinary
players were going to play in the Saudi
league.

“In the future, it will happen more
and more.”

Guardiola said that he had a “special
relationship” with Mahrez, even though
the attacker fell from favour towards
the end of his time at the English and
European champions.

“He’s one of the players I’ve seen in
my career I enjoyed the most.

“(He was) an important figure for

Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola. Photo: AFP ’

the success we had during the five or
six years together.”

Mabhrez looks set to be joined by Al-
lan Saint-Maximin after the Frenchman
confirmed he is to leave Newcastle United.

The winger, set to complete a £30mn
move to Al-Ahli, posted a farewell message
on his Instagram account last Saturday.

In it he professes his love for the
Premier League club and reflects on their
journey from relegation strugglers to last
season’s impressive fourth-placed finish.

Newecastle, managed by Eddie Howe,
have splashed the cash since the club’s
Saudi-backed owners took charge in
October 2021.

Saint-Maximin, 26, said: “I fell for
Newcastle, 1 had great opportunities
to leave during dark days, but that was

too late. I was already in love, I wanted,
I needed, I had to stay for helping my
team to save the club from Premier
League relegation because it meant the
world for me.

“Of course during those dark days
some may have had their doubts, but I
always believed in this club and look
where we are today, it’s just so beauti-
ful. ’'m leaving Newcastle as it should
always have been and that’s my greatest
trophy because I was a part of it.”

Saint-Maximin has made 124 ap-
pearances for the club and scored 13
goals since joining from Nice in 2019.

At time of press, Bayern Munich’s
Sadio Mane was also expected to com-
plete a transfer to join Al Nassr in the
Saudi Pro League.

Dechapol, Sapsiree finish second best in Tokyo

BADMINTON

MIXED DOUBLES
stars Dechapol Puavaranuk-
roh and Sapsiree Taerattana-
chai settled for a runners-up
title at the US$850,000 (B29
million) BWF Japan Open in
Tokyo last Sunday (July 30).
The second-seeded Thai
pair lost to home players —
third seeds Yuta Watanabe
and Arisa Higashino of Ja-
pan —21-17, 16-21, 15-21 in
the final of the BWF World
Tour Super 750 event.
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Sapswee (left) and Dechapol on the podlum Photo: AFP
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The Japanese pair also
upset top seeds Zheng Si-
wei and Haung Yaqiong of
China in the semi-finals last
Saturday (July 29).

Dechapol and Sapsiree
received their awards from
Thai badminton chief Khu-
nying Patama Leeswadtra-
kul.

Meanwhile An Se-Young
took the women’s singles title
to secure her promotion to
world No.1. The 21-year-old
Korean star beat He BingJiao
of China 21-15, 21-11 in the
women’s singles final.

With the victory, An was
set to rise to the world No.1
spot, replacing Japan’s reign-

B @thephuketnews

ing world champion Akane
Yamaguchi, who crashed out
in the quarter-finals.

“I was so happy that
when I won I didn’t know
what to say and how to
describe it in words,” she
said in a post-victory press
conference.

“This has been my
dream. It is now just sink-
ing in.”

World No.1 Viktor Ax-
elsen clinched the men’s
singles crown after he fended
off a brave challenge from
Jonatan Christie of Indonesia
to win 21-7, 21-18.

After cruising through
the first game, Axelsen strug-

gled in the second with
his 3-0 lead becoming an
8-13 deficit at one point, as
Christie fired a barrage of
sizzling shots at the reigning
world champion.

In the men’s doubles
final, Lee Yang and Wang
Chi-Lin of Taiwan defeated
Japanese duo Takuro Hoki
and Yugo Kobayashi 21-19,
21-13.

South Korean women’s
doubles pair Kim So-Yeong
and Kong Hee-Yong took the
title with a 21-17, 21-14 win
over China’s Chen Qingchen
and Jia Yifan.

Additional reporting
by the Bangkok Post
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Last season’s champions, Buriram
United. Photo: Bangkok Post

Port to face Nakhon Pathom
as new Thai season kicks off

FOOTBALL

A GAME BETWEEN PORT
and newcomers Nakhon Pa-
thom United will kick off the
2023-2024 season of Thai
League 1 on Aug 11.

The official match sched-
ules for the new season were
announced by the organisers
on July 26.

It will be an away game
for Port, who were active in
strengthening their squad in
the off-season, as the match
will take place at the Nakhon
Pathom Sports School stadium
at 7pm.

Defending champions Bur-
iram United will begin their
quest for a third straight top-
flight title the following day.

The Thunder Castle will
be involved in northeast-
ern derby battle with Khon
Kaen United, who were only
able to escape relegation late
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“Total solution to say goodbye
to eye glasses - Forever”

Your key solution to a world
without glasses.

Quick and easy procedure,
fast recovery.

State-of-the-art technology to
bring back your youthful or
Maximize your vision.

e Lifetime solution for cataract,
free yourself worrying cataract
degeneration.

last season.

Last season’s runners-up
Bangkok United face promoted
Uthai Thani on Aug 12, while
Police Tero will open their
Boonyajinda Stadium to wel-
come BG Pathum United on
the same day.

PT Prachuap will host
Ratchaburi on Aug 13 and
former champions Muang
Thong United will be home
to Chiang Rai United.

In an eastern derby on
the same day, promoted Trat
will face Chonburi, while the
Monday night game on Aug
14 will see Lamphun Warriors
meet Sukhothai.

All the matches can be
watched on AIS Play, True
Visions (True Visions NOW)
and 3BB Giga TV.

Packages for watching the
Thai League 1 are priced at
B59 per month and B500 for
the whole season.

Bangkok Post
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Toyota Gazoo Motorspbrt‘Racmg returs t Phukt

Photo: Toyota Gazoo Racmg Motorsport Thalland

MOTORSPORTS

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

xcitement is in the air as
EPhuket gears up to welcome

the return of the Toyota Ga-
zoo Racing Motorsport Thailand
event at Saphan Hin Park this week-
end (Aug 5-6).

The Phuket event is one of five
taking place nationally, with oth-
ers at the Bangsaen Street Circuit
in Chonburi (June 30-July 2), the
Chang International Circuit Stadium
in Buriram (Sept 1-3), the Chiang
Mai 700 Year Stadium in Chiang
Mai (Nov 17-19), before returning
to Buriram for the final race on
Dec 21-23. All five races will be
broadcast via live streaming at the
Toyota Gazoo Racing Motorsport
Thailand Facebook page.

The event is a flat car style race,
meaning that vehicles do not travel
at maximum speed throughout. Male

and female drivers will be competing
in four separate categories, namely:

— The Yaris hatchback ECO
car, a new improved version of the
popular model with a gasoline engine
1,200cc dual VVT-i, which is ideal
for entry-level racers. The winner
of this category, will then qualify to
test pilot a Yaris E-fuel car as part
of a carbon neutral initiative in the
popular TV show ‘Dream Racer
Season 2°.

— The Hilux REVO car, powered
by a GD Super Power 2,400cc com-
mon rail diesel engine which delivers
the performance of a tough pickup
truck, emphasising strength, dura-
bility and suspension that grips the
road precisely. This class is ideal for
diesel racers who like a more fierce
and robust race.

— The Corolla ALTIS GR Sport
Car, a signature model of quality,
durability and unsurpassed reliability
powered by a dual VVT-i 1,800cc
gasoline engine and a streamline
structure that provides balance for

engine performance, suspension,
steering and braking systems.

— The Yaris ATIV, which is de-
signed for female racers and which
replaces the VIOS One model used
in previous years. Powered by a
1,200cc Dual VVT-i petrol engine,
it is aimed at racers who crave speed.

E-MOTORSPORTS
CHAMPIONSHIP
Running concurrently with the two-
day race is the Toyota Gazoo Racing
Thailand Academy Campus Tour,
which provides the opportunity for
youngsters interested in motorsports
to learn more about the sport through
a series of talks and meet-and-greet
sessions with experts and former

race winners.

Additionally there will be a series
of stalls offering special promotions
from car dealers, as well as food and
beverage outlets, a Cosplay contest
and live musical entertainment from
acts including Summer Blue, Daisy
and The Rizz Unison.

Furthermore, the Toyota Gazoo
Racing GT Cup 2023 e-Motorsports
Championship will take place to
discover the top player on the fa-
mous Play Station racing game
Gran Turismo 7. The winner of this
competition will get the chance to
represent Thailand in future in-
ternational gaming tournaments,
organisers confirmed.

The confirmation of the popular
motorsports event was made at an
official press conference on July 24 at
Phuket Provinicial Hall, overseen by
Phuket Governor Narong Woonciew.

Joining Governor Narong was
Thanapon Kaewbamrung, Manager
of Toyota Pearl Company Co Ltd
and selected members of private
and public sector entities support-
ing the event.

Mr Thanapon explained that
Toyota has been committed to de-
veloping motorsports in Thailand
since 1986 and the national Gazoo
Racing tour is further evidence of
how the company strives to provide

engaging platforms for the ongoing
development of young drivers in the
country who can advance to success-
ful careers in the sport.

He added that Toyota has become
established as the leader in this
particular style of motorsports and
that it tests its cars under the extreme
race conditions to take aspects of the
vehicle into the consumer market
under a project called “from the
racetrack to the road”.

Mr Thanapon also extended
thanks to the sponsors who support
Toyota Gazoo Racing Motorsport
Thailand 2023, including the Sports
Association of Thailand and the
Automobile Association of Thailand.
Further supporting sponsors include
Yokohama, Modellista International,
TCD Asia, Singha Corporation and
Lenso Wheels.

More information on the event
can be accessed via the Toyota Gazoo
Racing Motorsport Thailand and
Toyota Motor Thailand Facebook

pages.

War Elephants Iand tough World Cup, Asian Cup draw

FOOTBALL

THAILAND HAS BEEN
handed a tough draw for the Pre-
liminary Joint Qualification Round
2 for the 2026 FIFA World Cup and
the 2027 AFC Asian Cup.

Drawn in Group C, the War
Elephants will play against Asian
giants South Korea and China, with
the fourth team in the pool being
the winners of a play-off between
Singapore or Guam.

The first leg of that play-off is
in Singapore on Oct 12, with the
return leg in Guam five days later.

Thailand at the 2022 AFF Mltsublshl
Electric Cup. Photo: Bangkok Post ®

Thai team manager Nualphan
Lamsam admitted it was a tough
draw for the War Elephants as
“South Korea and China are among

NEWSGTV UVEGses-

the top teams in Asia. But we will
be trying our best.”

South Korea are captained by
superstar striker Son Heung-min who

plays his club football in the Premier
League for Tottenham Hotspur.

South Korea is currently ranked
28" in the FIFA World index, China
is ranked 79", while Thailand is
currently ranked 113™,

The 36 participating regional
countries from Asia were drawn
into nine groups of four teams each
at the official FIFA draw in Kuala
Lumpur on July 27.

The teams will compete against
each other in a home-and-away,
round-robin format between No-
vember 2023 and June 2024, with
a total of 10 teams from the phase
progressing to Round 1 of the Pre-

liminary Joint Qualification.

Other highly-anticipated games
include Indonesia and Brunei Darus-
salam in round one, a central Asian tie
featuring Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
and a Southeast Asian affair pitting
Vietnam against the Philippines.

As there will be an expanded total
of 48 teams at the 2026 World Cup,
the first time this many have competed

at the tournament, eight and a half

slots are on offer to the Asian teams.

The 2026 World Cup is scheduled

to take place in the United States,
Canada and Mexico.

Additional reporting by

The Phuket News
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